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Minutes of 54th Annual General Meeting

Present

Sir Keith Stuart (President), Mr M Blunkell (Chairman), Mr G Lawrence (Hon. Secretary), 
Mr M Cottrell (Hon. Treasurer) and 32 other Members of the Society, forming a 
quorum, met at the United Reformed Church, at 20h00 on Thursday 1 May 2014.

1 - Chairman’s Opening Remarks

Martin Blunkell welcomed everyone to the 54th AGM. After the items of official 
business the Chairman's and President's addresses would be kept short to allow 
maximum time for an address by Penelope Tollitt, newly appointed Head of Planning 
and Sustainability at Wycombe District Council.

The Chairman noted with regret the sad loss to the Society of three Members of whose 
death he had been notified: Mrs Peter Hooper of Bisham; Joe Green of Spinfield Lane, 
well known for his photographic record of the Town; and Wing Commander Derek 
Martin, a past Chairman of the Society.

The President of the Society, Sir Keith Stuart was invited to take the Chair for the AGM.

2 - Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received by Hon Secretary from: Lyn Cottrell, Guy and 
Sarah Greenhous, Hazel Grinter, John Laker, Mandy Robson-Brown, Richard Scott, the 
Doctors Diplock, Jan and Michael Fines-Allin, Shirley Arnold, Margaret Done, Hazel and 
Brian Malpass, Mike Hyde, Mike Overall.

3 - Minutes of 53rd AGM

No changes or corrections being suggested from the floor, Enid Briggs proposed and 
Michael New seconded that the minutes of the 53rd AGM, which had been posted in 
the room and placed on the website before the meeting, be adopted as a correct 
record. The vote was carried.

4 - Matters arising

The Executive Committee had notified no outstanding matters and none were raised 
from the floor.



 
5 - Chairman’s Report 

The Report had been included in the 2013/14 Annual Review, which had been 
distributed to all members at home. No questions were raised at this stage of the 
Meeting.

Derek Done proposed and Tony Fawcett seconded that the Report be accepted. The 
vote was carried nem.con.

6 - Annual Statement of Accounts

Hon Treasurer, Michael Cottrell, reported on the Society’s Annual Accounts. Copies of 
the report's detail had been distributed to Members as they arrived.

Michael started by noting that during 2013 David Postlethwaite our Independent 
Examiner had retired and his company, Coleston Bush, had merged with Seymour 
Taylor who are based in High Wycombe. Michael had written to David Postlethwaite 
wishing him a long, happy and healthy retirement and thanking him for all the work he 
had undertaken on behalf of the Society over many years, always done on a pro bono 
basis.

As the Society's gross income is less than £25,000, Michael reminded, the Charities 
Act does not require an Independent Examination. However, as in previous years, the 
Executive Committee had chosen to undertake the voluntary review. After Executive 
Committee approval, the Chairman and Hon Treasurer had signed-off the Accounts 
earlier in the week.

The results for 2013 show receipts exceeded payments by £455. Total receipts 
amounted to £5,322, a decrease of £1,826 on last year. Payments totalled £4,867, a 
decrease of £2,100. Michael highlighted a few areas of the accounts.

Subscriptions received in 2013 of £3,016 were at their highest for seven years. We 
enrolled six life Members in the year. The subscription rate is maintained static for the 
thirteenth year. We received £309 in Gift Aid from HMRC for the year 2012, less than 
last year when the claim related to the two years 2010 and 2011.

Activities receipts were down on last year because of the exceptional income then for 
the Tithe Map and for the Griffith plaque. Outgoings for these two activities were in the 
last accounting period and so overall payments for Activities also fell this year.

Newsletter publication costs of £1,098 had been about half that in the previous period, 
mainly due to not using colour this year.

Marlow Remembers World War One Association formation had cost the Society £471. 
The Association is currently being set-up as a charity in its own right.

The Society's finances are sound. The Executive Committee is comfortable with the 
reserves at 31st December 2013 of £15,762. This while not excessive would give us 
access to legal advice in furtherance of the Society's objectives if necessary. 



On behalf of the Society, Hon Treasurer will be writing to Elizabeth Horton of Seymour 
Taylor Audit Limited to express our thanks for carrying out the examination. Michael is 
delighted that she has indicated her firm's willingness to act as examiners in 2014.

Bob Savidge proposed and Jane Savidge seconded that the Annual Accounts be 
accepted. The vote was carried nem.con.
 
7 - Election of Officers of the Society

The President advised that the three Officers of the Society had offered themselves for 
re-election:

Martin BLUNKELL Chairman
George LAWRENCE Honorary Secretary
Michael COTTRELL Honorary Treasurer

No other nominations having been received, Barrie Briggs proposed and Roy Cadman 
seconded the election of Martin Blunkell, George Lawrence and Michael Cottrell. The 
meeting confirmed these appointments.

8 – Election of an Executive Committee

The following six members of the Society have been nominated to serve on Executive 
Committee for the next year:

Helen BELASCO
Martin BRAINT
Ray ISTED
Mike OVERALL
Harriet WILSON
Geoff WOOD

Their election was proposed by Peter Borrows and seconded by Derek Done and the 
meeting confirmed these appointments.

The President advised that the Committee seeks members willing to offer their skills 
and is able to co-opt members during the year.

9 – Appointment of Independent Examiner

Mr David Postlethwaite of Colston Bush had provided the service of Examiner to the 
Society free of charge for many years for which the Society is most grateful. During 
2013 David had retired and Colston Bush had become part of Seymour Taylor of High 
Wycombe.

George Lawrence proposed and Harriet Wilson seconded the motion that Elizabeth 
Horton be thanked for her kind work in replacement for David and that Seymour Taylor 
Audit Limited be invited to examine the 2014 accounts. The vote was carried nem.con.



10 - Addresses

The President  particularly wished to have recorded the Society's thanks to Tony 
Reeve. Tony has chosen to step down as a Trustee. In the past he has also served the 
Society over many years through his work in the Local History Group and as a member 
of the Executive Committee.

Sir Keith acknowledged that the Chairman has been disappointed with the Society's 
lack of progress on some issues but, with his Executive, he has also achieved great 
things in furtherance of the Society's aims of protecting our environment and 
promoting high standards in planning and in local architecture.

Michael New was welcomed as a Trustee. He brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in public policy making. Michael was awarded OBE in 1999 for services to 
aquaculture in developing countries.

The President then passed the chairmanship of the meeting back to Martin Blunkell, 
who in turn thanked Sir Keith for chairing the formal part of the meeting, just 
completed. 

The Chairman  thanked the Members who had generously organised the informal 
elements of the evening.

He then briefly flagged-up essential points helping the Society's success:
− The value of ideas and their implementation contributed by members of the 

Committee
− The ongoing good relationship with MTC and close rapport with WDC
− The invariably positive nature of exchanges with the Planning Officers at 

Wycombe
− By contrast the lack of interest expressed in parking problems or obelisk repair 

by BCC

David Greenwood was thanked for his chairmanship of LHG. Peter Bailey is chairing 
the group in 2014 and has created another year of interesting and informative 
meetings.

Patricia Burstall was thanked for her excellent walks programme which ensures 
Members are informed of the Town's history. Pat reminded those present of the 
Bisham Gardens open afternoon on June 29th.

Geoff Wood is organising Heritage Day based around St Peter Street. The Masonic Hall 
and St Peter's Church along with other properties will be open for visits on Saturday 
13th September.

The Local Plan is the most significant event in local government. The Consultation has 
sought help in balancing the economic and social aspects. The Society's submission is 
on its website.



The Chairman then warmly welcomed Penelope Tollitt, Head of Planning and 
Sustainability at Wycombe District Council and invited her to address the Members 
present.

The Meeting concludes

The Chairman thanked Penelope Tollitt for her address, 'How we make a Plan 
together'. He observed that planning appeared to be all driven by government 
directive and emphasised that the Marlow Society will work by her side while 
representing Marlow's local needs.

The meeting closed at about 9:30pm with Members discussing Ms Tollitt's illuminating 
address over further refreshments while she had to leave to catch her bus.

Martin Blunkell George Lawrence
Chairman Hon Secretary


