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Introduction 
 

In the normal course of living one can easily pass a building without thinking much 

about its past, merely appreciating its present form, and for 40 years I did this almost daily with 

Western House which stands in West Street, Marlow, on the road to Henley.  Then it occurred 

to me that perhaps it held a history of sorts and that it would be interesting to know what part it 

and its inhabitants had played in the history of the town; hence this research. 

 

While it was the house itself that gave rise to my curiosity, particularly regarding how it 

came to be built - a point which the study failed to answer conclusively -  it was about people 

that most information became available.  The following story is therefore more to do with the 

members of the Hammond family who owned the house for over 200 years, and it is related 

more or less generation by generation.  All the facts were  gleaned from the public record, and I 

must therefore be held solely responsible for the assumptions made and inferences drawn about 

individuals, critical or otherwise.  
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Genesis 

 

As the subject of the study was the history of Western House in West Street, Marlow, 

and the people who lived there, the obvious starting point for research was the need for a 

family-tree of the Hammonds who had apparently built the house. 

 

Ancestry 

 

Work began with the search for relevant entries in the copies of the Great Marlow 

parish registers in the Reference Section of Marlow Library - twelve volumes of photocopied 

entries covering the period 1715 to 1812.   Additional details were extracted from the parish 

register transcripts available at the County Record Office for the years before 1715.  The 

resulting list of about 200 entries did not include all possible variations in the spelling of the 

Hammond name, such as Hamman, Haman, or Harman, though it did include some variants, 

especially in the early years when comparative evidence suggested that the person could also 

be known as Hammond.  Despite the risk of omissions, when the relationship between the 

various "Hammonds" came to be considered it was clear that remarkably few links between 

individuals were missing, these possibly due to some Hammonds coming into or leaving the 

parish during their lifetime; and not unexpectedly there were different families bearing the 

name.  With that reservation, the following family tree was taken as the basis for subsequent 

research, other Hammonds being listed in Appendix 1. 

 

As with the majority of family histories, the earliest Hammonds of Marlow could be 

detected only through a haze of uncertainty, but a firm foundation was offered by the historian, 

Thomas Langley, who said(1) that the Hammonds had lived in Marlow since the 27th year of 

Elizabeth I, which would be 1584.  His authority could have been hearsay as the Langley 

family home was at Gyldernscroft, close to the Hammonds at Western House, but support came 

from the Index of Wills of the Archdeaconry of Buckingham which carried the following 

entries:- 

 

Robert Hammond, Little Marlow, 1594 

Roger Hammond alias Cooper, Great Marlow, 1597. 

 

The use of the "alias Cooper" is of considerable significance because it was still in use 

by Jonathan Hammond (1645-1718) from whom the later Hammonds of Western House can 

more assuredly be traced.  While the most common reason for the use of an alias was 

illegitimacy, it could also be used for other reasons: by a legitimate child brought up by a 

stepfather or other relative with a different surname; by an apprentice who had adopted the 

name or trade of his master; by an adult under the terms of a will; or even by people who had 

foreign sounding names. There is no clue as to why the Hammonds adopted an alias (or 

conversely why the Coopers did), nor why they continued to use it for at least 120 years, but it 

may have provided them with a useful point of social distinction from other Hammonds who 

lived in the neighbourhood. 

 

As a baseline, therefore, the following is a transcript(2) of the will of Roger Hammond 

alias Cooper who died in 1597: 

 

"In the name of God Amen the 19th day of April in the 40th year of the reign of our 

Sovereign / Lady, Elizabeth, by the grace of God of England, France, and Ireland, 

Queen defender of the faith etc., / I Roger Hammond alias Cooper of  Great Marlow in 

the county of Bucks husbandman being / weak of body but of good and perfect 

remembrance, laud and praise be unto Almighty God, do make / and ordain my last 
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will and testament in manner and form following That is to say, First I / bequeath my 

sole to Almighty God my creator and maker by whose mercy through the death / and 

passion of his son Christ Jesus my alone Saviour I trust to be saved and to have full / 

and perfect remission and forgiveness of all my sins And my body I yield unto the earth 

to / be buried in Christian and seemly manner Item I give unto the poor people of the 

town of / Great Marlow aforesaid 20 shillings and towards the reparations of the Church 

there 3 shillings and 4 pence / Item I give and bequeath unto my kinsman Robert 

Cooper my best jerkin my best doublet and best hose / five ewes and my cow which is 

at Thomas Haynes (his) Item I give and bequeath unto Thomas / Cooper and William 

Cooper each of them six of my best sheep Item I give and bequeath unto the / same 

Thomas Cooper my heifer which is at Ralph Boyars viz the brown heifer / Item I give 

and bequeath unto Harry Munday my other heifer which is at Ralph Boyars / Item I 

give and bequeath unto my brother Ralph during his natural life my house and all my / 

lands in Great Marlow aforesaid And after the decease of the said Ralph my brother / I 

give and bequeath my said house unto the aforesaid William Cooper and to the heirs of 

/ his body lawfully begotten and for want of such issue unto the aforenamed Thomas / 

Cooper and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten And after the decease of the said / 

Ralph my brother I give and bequeath my said land in Marlow aforesaid unto the / said 

Thomas Cooper and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten and for want of / such 

issue unto the said William Cooper and to the heirs of his body lawfully / begotten for 

ever Item I give unto Sybil Raunce a pair of sheets, my little kettle and my / white 

coverlet Item I give and bequeath unto Ralph Boyars' three children each of / them a 

sheep. The rest of my goods and cattle (chattels?) unbequeathed I give and bequeath 

unto the / said Ralph my brother whom I make my executor And I make and ordain my 

overseers / Roger Smythe and William Stuttfield and I give them for their pains / five 

shillings apiece." 

 

Other Hammonds 

Besides the Hammonds in the pedigrees based on the parish registers, there were others 

associated with Great Marlow according to the parish records at the BCRO. The following 

have been identified:-     

 

1. In 1653 a John Hammond of Lewknor Uphill (a detached part of  Lewknor in  Oxon, 

including the hamlets of Chisbridge and Finnamore that were absorbed into the civil 

parish of Great Marlow in 1885) entered into covenants concerning Finnamore.(3)   

2. In 1673 a John Hammond of Lewknor became a trustee under a marriage 

settlement.(4) 

 

3. In 1677 a John Hammond alias Cooper of Luton (sic) Oxon, yeoman, rented a small                

cottage in Dean Lane, Marlow, for the use  of Robert Hammond.(5)  (As there is no              

Luton in Oxon, the place was more probably Lewknor.)      

 

4. In 1681 a John Cowper alias Hammond occupied a cottage on the west side of Dean             

Lane, Marlow.(6)      

 

5. In 1774 a John Hammond of Great Marlow, bargeman, purchased two tenements in             

SpittleStreet (or Chapple End), Marlow.(7) 
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 The Hammond / Hammond-Chambers Family Tree.  

 

 (Robert Hammond, died 1594, Little Marlow) 

 (Roger Hammond alias Cooper, died 1597, Great Marlow) 

                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Robert = Mary Gibbins, m.1612                  William                                 Thomas 

                           

                        Elizabeth           Jonathan         Thos.        Mary       Jane        Anne          Martha  

                            1609                 1613           1617         1620        1622       1626           1629 

 

                                                      = Ag (Ann)                                                 = Thomas Madden, m.1645 

 

                 Jonathan            Hessicia              Mary            Ann 

                     1645                  1646                1649           1652 

       (Died 1718 age 74 

         “ alias Cooper”) 

 

                     = Mary (? Horton, at Hartwell,m.1679) 

 

   Mary        Hannah       Jane       Susannah       Robert       Jonathan       Sarah       Elizabeth       Ann 

                                                      1697              1688           1690           1692          1694         1697 

                                                                                         (Died 1766                   (Died 1723) (Died 1723) 

                                                                                        “alias Cooper”) 

 = S.Horne                      = R.Terry                                                                                               = Thomas 

                                                                                                                                                 Chamberlain, 

                      =E.Flight                   = J.Oxlade                    = Elizabeth (Died 1767)                   m.1717) 

 

 

                                    Elizabeth                     Jonathan                  (Others?)                  John 

                                     1720                              1721                                                      1732 

                                 (Died 1799)               (Died 1738)                                              (Died 1817) 

 

                                       = H.St.J.Bell, m.1770                                                         = Mary Hurst (1745-1849) 

 

 

                 Jonathan                       Mary                      Richard                        Elizabeth Sarah 

                    1767                          1768                         1770                               1772 

              (Died c.1820)            (Died 1849)             (Died 1823)                       (Died 1775) 

 

                    = Anne Chambers, m.1794 (Died 1830) 

 

 

     Sidney        Robert        Henry        John       Arthur       Elizabeth Anne       Charles      Octavius 

     1797              1798         1801 

 (Died 1824) (Died 1855) 

 

                           = Sarah Bliss Barrett, m.1848 

                                  (Died 1896) 

 

            Elizabeth Barrett                              Robert Sharp Borgnis Hammond (-Chambers) 

              (1853-1875)                                               (!855-1907) 

 

                                                                                  = Lucy Grace Brodhurst, m.1879 

                                                                                            (1855-1900) 

 

    Enid        Robert Herbert Borgnis H-C       John Arnold H-C (Borgnis)     Baret      Margery       Cedric 

      1881                    1882                                      1883-1944 

 

                                                                                   = ? 

                                                                          

 D.Cedric H-C (Borgnis) 
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Western House 

 

The house was almost certainly built in 1699 as this is the date that appears on one of 

the lead drain-hoppers.  The publication "Historical Monuments in Bucks"(8) has this to say 

about Western House:- 

 

"Late 17th century, restored in the 18th century, again restored and enlarged in the 19th 

century.  Consists of 2 rectangular blocks, facing N and joined only at one corner.  The SW 

block appears to be of slightly later date than that on the NE and was probably added in 1699.  

The N and W walls have been refaced with 18th century bricks 

.........The NE block is of 17th century red and blue bricks." 

 

 
 

There are grounds for questioning that description.  For instance, while it is possible to 

conclude from an examination of the join between the two blocks that the NE block, now 

called Little Westerns, was connected to Western House at a later date, it is still open to 

question which of the two structures came first. Reason suggests that anyone building a house 

of such distinction as Western House, with its overtones of a Wren product, would do so by 

setting it in isolation, and that Little Westerns was an afterthought to provide kitchen and 

servants' quarters. Yet there is suggestive evidence, summarised below, which suggests that 

Little Westerns existed well before Western House. 

 

Another doubt arises about the supposed refacing of Western House, as the internal 

brickwork, particularly that of the chimney-stack in the roof-space, is identical to that of the 

facades. Furthermore, and even were it to be practicable, it has to be questioned why anyone 

should wish to entertain the high cost of refacing so soon after the house had been built. Of 

Little Westerns there is more likelihood of its N and W walls being refaced, and this could well 

explain how it came to be attached to Western House, no matter how surprising that may seem. 



7 

 

 

There are three factors of varying reliability, and significance, bearing on the question 

of building sequence:- 

    1. A glamorous yet improbable claim has been made that Western House once belonged to        

Col. Robert Hammond who, as Governor of Carisbrooke Castle in 1648, was the keeper            

of Charles I before his execution.  In fact, that Hammond was born in 1621, his                          

grandfather and father being physicians of Chertsey and related to the Earl of Essex,                  

was  married to the 6th daughter of John Hampden the patriot, and died in 1654.(9)  

 

    2. A further doubtful claim has been made that the property formed part of the marriage             

settlement between Robert Hammond and Mary Gibbins in 1612.  As they appear in the            

Marlow pedigrees, this connection does seem somewhat more relevant, although the                 

property could easily have been other than Little Westerns in West Street. 

 

3. The truth seems more likely to lie in the parish records which show(10) that on 20        

February 1689 Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper of Great Marlow, yeoman, took over the 

balance of a lease on a cottage in West Street, together with the 10 acres of Church Close 

(near Bovingdon Green) and 3 acres in the Great Common Field.  All had previously been 

occupied by Edward Wooden, brewer who owned the Crown Hotel(11) ; then by James 

Nevill, husbandman; then to 1689 by William Elliot sen., butcher.  On 4 November 1698, 

Jonathan Hammond of Great Marlow, yeoman, entered into an agreement with the Vicar and 

churchwardens to renew the lease for a further period of 21 years(12).  There is therefore a 

possibility that the cottage was actually Little Westerns, and that Jonathan Hammond 

decided to build on Western House in the following year.  

 

For these various reasons the question of which came first, Little Westerns or Western 

House, must remain open.  A further uncertainty about the house is the meaning of the initials 

"CIM" on one of the drain-hoppers.  They could have been those of the builder, but were more 

likely those of the owner.  Theories are plentiful, one is that they could stand for "Cooper (or 

Cromwell, or Charles) in Memoriam" ! 

 

Sources. 

1. "The History and Antiquities of Desborough" by T.Langley, p.13.  Faulder (1797) 

2. BCRO ref:D/A/wf/13/259 

3. BCRO ref:D85/12/10/37-43 (Townsend papers) 

4. BCRO ref:D/X 970 

5. BCRO ref:PR 140/25/42 (Marlow parish records) 

6. BCRO ref:D/CE/M524 (Clayton papers) 

7. BCRO ref:D/LE/9/75 (Hartwell papers) 

8. "Historical Monuments in Bucks", Vol.1, p.253. Royal Commission on Historical                     

Monuments (1912) 

9. "Charles and Cromwell" by H.R.Williamson, p.143. Duckworth(1946);  "Memoirs                    

1625-72" by Edmund Ludlow, Vol.1,p.124. Clarendon(1894); "Oliver Cromwell's                     

Letters and Speeches" by Thomas Carlyle, Vol.1,p.260. Chapman and Hall(1893);                    

"The Regicides of Bucks" by R.Gibbs: Records of Bucks, Vol.5, p.81 (1878). 

          10. BCRO ref:PR 140/6/16 (Marlow parish records) 

          11. BCRO ref:D/CE/M67 (Clayton papers) 

          12. BCRO ref:PR 140/6/17 (Marlow parish records 
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 Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper (1645-1718) 

 

For the reasons outlined in the previous chapter, it is not possible on the available 

evidence to be certain of the distant ancestry of the Hammonds of Western House, Marlow, or 

to say much about them.  However, a fair amount is known about Jonathan  who was baptised 

at Marlow on 4 May 1645, son of Jonathan and Ann Hammond, and he is of particular interest 

because it was during his lifetime that Western House came to be built. 

 

It would seem that in mid-life and following his marriage - which may have been into 

the influential Horton family of Hartwell - Jonathan was elected Chief Constable for 

Desborough in 1693, and he followed this with a year as Vice Chief Constable. His duties 

primarily concerned the maintenance of law and order in an area of some 130 square miles in 

South Bucks extending from Fawley in the west to Hedsor in the east, and from the river 

northwards to Saunderton.  Although national relations with France were particularly fractious 

during the reign of William and Mary, the period was relatively peaceful at the local level and 

there is no record of any major public disturbances with which he had to deal. The manner in 

which he discharged his official responsibilities would nevertheless affect his reputation, and 

possibly his personal relations with his contemporaries, one way or another; such may have 

been an underlying factor in his strained relationship with Sir James Etheredge, as related 

below. 

 

The obstinate Tory lawyer 

Described as the "obstinate Tory lawyer"(1), Sir James Etheredge  influenced Marlow 

life in his capacity as Lord of the Manor of Great Marlow and Harleyford from 1690 to 1718, 

and as a Burgess for Marlow for much of this time.  Before relating his apparent disagreement 

with Jonathan Hammond, it may be helpful to summarise what is known about the man. 

 

Born in 1657, Etheredge was educated at Bishops Stortford, then at Cambridge and 

Clifford's Inn.  Knighted by Charles II in 1681, he became a JP for Wycombe in 1684, and 

Recorder for the borough in 1688 for the last few months of the reign of James II.  Political life 

in Wycombe was frenetic at this period: not only was the country still coming to terms with the 

ending of the Commonwealth under Cromwell, but it was deeply suspicious of the religious 

predilections of James II, especially in Wycombe which had a large number of dissenters.  The 

division in political allegiance tended to split along lines  largely reflecting religious beliefs: 

the Tories, such as Etheredge, being firmly behind the Anglican church, but less opposed than 

hitherto to Catholicism and more towards Presbyterianism and similar unorthodoxy represented 

by the Whigs, who were led locally by the Marquis of Wharton supported by the likes of the 

Chases of Marlow.  It was Wharton who was thought to have drafted the invitation to William 

of Orange in 1688 to accept the English throne. 

 

Etheredge won the right to represent Marlow at Parliament in nine successive elections 

between 1695 and 1713, jointly with Bruere, his son-in-law, in the latter year despite Wharton 

and Hampden descending on Marlow to campaign against them, a fact of which he was 

particularly proud(2). 

 

On the domestic front, Etheredge married Katherine Moore of Marlow, by whom he 

had a son named Charles; and secondly a widow, Lady Goulston, whose existing daughter later 

married George Bruere.  Etheredge paid £6000 for the manors of Harleyford and Great
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 Marlow in 1690(3), selling on reluctantly to Sir James Guise in 1718 before going to live with 

George Bruere in Marlow(4).  He may have increased the size of the estate over his period of  

ownership, but he disposed of the following:- 

 

"Manors of Great Marlow and Harleyford, 26 messuages, 16 cottages, 2 dovecotes, 26 

gardens, 10 orchards, 160a land, 30a meadow, 40a pasture, 120a wood, 120a heath and 

furze, 5a marsh, 5a eldergrove (alneti), and common of pasture with free warren, courts, 

leet and baron, and all rights ....... in Great Marlow, Little Marlow, Harleyford, and the 

town of Great Marlow(5)." 

 

Personal relations with his son Charles were evidently poor for on leaving Harleyford, 

Etheredge said that he had thereby "got out of the hands of my son Charles and my usurers"(6).  

Worse was to come as his will in 1730 cut off his son with a shilling, "he having used me with 

all inhumanity possible without regard to the ties of blood or duty and almost, if not altogether, 

broken my heart"(7). 

 

Although nothing has been said so far to warrant the description given to Etheredge, we 

can now turn to the different matter of his relations with the Hammonds of Western House. 

 

The farmer’s misdemeanour. 

 

As is well known, it is now an offence to deposit mud on the road as this can cause 

accidents.  However, transport in an earlier age was slower and invariably horse-drawn, so that 

a little debris on the highway was neither here nor there.  Yet, in 1713, a case(8) was brought 

against Jonathan Hammond of Great Marlow, yeoman, "for laying straw and dung in the 

highway there".  By the terms of the accusation, not inadvertently we may presume, but 

deliberately and with malice to some person or persons who would thereby be 

inconvenienced - if readers will forgive the pun.  Now the question arises as to who that person 

might be, and the thought occurs that perhaps it was Sir James Etheredge who in  journeying 

from Harleyford to Wycombe via Marlow found his passage obstructed somewhere near 

Western House.  The case was brought by the Constable who in the normal course of things 

was appointed by the Lord of the Manor, so we may speculate as to whether he was acting on 

his own initiative or at the instigation of Sir James Etheredge. 

 

Having been put in this position, Jonathan Hammond must have thought that he was 

unlikely to receive a fair trial locally for he sought relief by applying for a writ of certiorari 

which elevated the issue to a higher court, and required him to enter into recognizances 

(provided by William Bovington of Great Marlow) that he would answer to the charge at the 

next Assizes(9).  As nothing further was heard of the charge it can be assumed that it was not 

pressed, though relations between accuser and accused would not have improved because of 

that. 

 

The Overseer’s Accounts 

 

Jonathan Hammond senior was appointed to be one of two Overseers of the Poor for 

Marlow in 1714, but it seems that he undertook his duties in a somewhat independent fashion 

which led him into confrontation with those who expected a more traditional approach, as will 

be shown. 
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One of the country's leading historians has stressed(10) that the duties of the Overseer  

of the Poor were very onerous.  Appointed by the justices from a rota of householders, it was 

their business to give weekly relief to the aged and impotent, to keep a stock of raw material  

on which to set the able-bodied unemployed to work, to build houses on the common land for 

the houseless, to educate poor children and to bind them as apprentices and to administer any  

lands or money left by the charitable for the poor of the parish.  To provide such services they 

were empowered to levy a poor rate under cover of the signature of the local justices; for 

failure to perform them adequately they could be indicted at Quarter Sessions, and any 

extravagance in the use of parish funds exposed them to the wrath of their neighbours.  

 

The first local rumble of dissent occurred towards the end of 1714 when Pomfrett, one 

of the Overseers for Marlow, complained to the Justices at Quarter Sessions that Jonathan 

Hammond, the other Overseer, had refused at the end of the half year to hand over the parish 

book in which the poor rates and overseer payments were entered(11).  Clearly, a difference of 

personal opinion had arisen, and one of such moment that higher authority  had to be invoked,  

but Hammond readily agreed to the order of the court to deliver up the parish books. 

 

In July 1715 another complaint was lodged against Hammond(12), this presumably 

arising from an inspection of the accounts he had kept.  On this occasion Sir James Etheredge 

led the charge, for he and various other inhabitants complained that while Hammond was in 

office he had received £527 and refused to let Sir James inspect the books although he and his 

tenants had contributed about 20% of the money collected.  Added to that was the complaint(13) 

by Robert Gray and John Pomfrett that Hammond had misapplied some of the money, and had 

also collected money from persons whose names were not inserted in the rates.  Not content 

with that, Charles Carter, Robert Gray and other inhabitants of Marlow complained(14) that 

Hammond had made another rate for the relief of the poor other than that made by the Minister, 

churchwardens and an Overseer of the Poor in the presence of Sir James Etheredge. 

 

The squabble was now fully exposed, with Hammond in the dock to justify his 

perceived effrontery in taking a course of action not sanctioned by the Lord of the Manor, who 

was of course also a Justice of the Peace for Wycombe.  The court decided(15) that the whole 

affair should be looked into, and referred it for examination to Sir Francis Dashwood the 1st 

Baronet. and Thomas Coventry, two justices of the county, proposing that all concerned should 

meet to consider the issues at the inn of John Pomfrett called the Three Tunns in Marlow High 

Street. 

 

The examining justices duly produced a report(16) which stated that "having heard all 

objections and complaints relating to the said accounts, (we) have by the general consent of all 

parties concerned allowed the said accounts and do hereby declare that to the best of our 

judgement the said accounts are just and fair".  So far so good, but the actual report (Appendix 

2) carries a deleted sentence, and careful inspection suggests that after  "just and fair" the 

words "and that the charges made against the said Jonathan Hammond were frivolous and 

groundless" had appeared in the draft.  Doubtless someone, possibly Etheredge, pointed out 

that such an opinion exceeded the remit of the court and asked for the words to be removed.  

 

So, Jonathan Hammond was in the clear, but far from content for he formally 
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protested that "he had been put to great expense in passing his accounts and that many false 

allegations and suggestions had been made against him"(17).  That complaint was referred to the 

justices but seems to have been quietly dropped. 

 

Repercussions 

 

One can only speculate at this distance of time on what a group of people in Marlow 

resented about the action taken by Jonathan Hammond while he was an Overseer.  The denial 

of preferment on religious or political grounds could be among the reasons, and it was certainly 

true that adherents to one or other of such creeds commonly regarded themselves as having a 

right to privilege. 

 

What may have happened in this instance is that Etheredge used his influence to secure 

benefits for his political supporters, and that Hammond took the opportunity on becoming an 

Overseer to spread the benefits more equitably, or even selectively in a contrary direction.  

Evidence for this comes from the parish records(18) which show that by injunction (Appendix 3) 

dated 17 April 1716 - that is after Hammond had been cleared  -  the church council 

represented by James Keene, William Haycroft, William Bradshaw, William Carter, Robert 

Corby, and Thomas Deane, declared that various people had no claim on the poor rates past or 

present.  Those affected were Mary Harman, widow; Charles Carter, plumber; John Pomfrett, 

innkeeper; John Burridge, tailor; Thomas Lockwood, cordwainer; Samuel Phillips the younger, 

salesman; John Fastnadge, collarmaker; and John Carter, cordwainer.  No reason was given for 

this selection, but it is a fact that most of them occupied houses owned by George Bruere, 

Etheredge's son-in-law. 

 

In 1718, Sir James Etheredge not only gave up Harleyford but also ceased to be a 

Justice of the Peace as a result of the influence, he thought, of Lord Wharton and the Chases.  

Jonathan Hammond died that year. 

 

Will of Jonathan Hammond. 

 

Jonathan had lived through a turbulent period in English history.  Having been born 

during the Civil War, survived the Great Plague of 1665, and been near to the Fire of London 

in 1666 (could his fortunes have increased by providing wood from Chiltern woodlands for 

re-building purposes?). He went on to enlarge his family and to build Western House which 

became subject to the Land Tax of 1692 and the Window Tax of 1696.  As a farmer he would 

have taken an interest in the invention of the wheeled seed-drill by Jethro Tull in 1701. 

 

Of his 9 children, 7 were girls and most of them went on to make good marriages.  

Mary married Samuel Horne of New Thame, Oxon, cordwainer; Jane (probably the widow of 

John Barnes) married Richard Terry of Little Missenden, Bucks, yeoman; Sussanah married 

John Oxlade of Great Marlow, Bucks, yeoman; Hannah married Edward Flight; and Ann 

married Thomas Chamberlain, burgess of Chepping Wycombe.  Sarah and Elizabeth did not 

marry. 

 

When Jonathan died in 1718 his will(19) made financial provision for his daughters, and 

to his surviving unmarried daughters he additionally bequeathed "one feather bed, five pairs of 
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good sheets, and furniture of bedding each of them for one bed"; such, presumably, being the 

comforts of spinsterhood.  To his son, also named Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper, he left all 

his remaining personal estate, including copyhold property held of the Lord of the Manor of 

Hemel Hempstead.  (Had the will specified Ackhampstead in Lewknor Uphill  it would have 

been more understandable bearing in mind a Hammond connection with Lewknor.) 

 

It is noteworthy that Zacharia and Martha Allnutt were witnesses to the will.  They  

were members of the Allnutt family which had its local origin in the early 17th century when 

Zacharia Allnutt, a successful London merchant,  retired to Ibstone and was by way of being a 

social rebel.  On one occasion he caused consternation among the authorities when he brought 

a half-witted man into church with half his head shaved to make the boys laugh(20).  He was 

fined £500 for profane and unclean living, an enormous sum in 1634, equivalent to over 

£10,000 today.(21)  A yet later Zacharia Allnutt (1773-1856) was the surveyor of Henley who 

produced a map of Marlow church-lands in 1801, and also presented a bill for legal work in 

connection with the building of Marlow Bridge in 1829. 

 

 

         Sources 

 

  1. "History of High Wycombe" by L.J.Ashford. Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1960.  

  2. "Genealogical Memoranda relating to the Family of  Etheredge". Printed                                         

privately, 1873. (Bucks Ref.Lib.) 

              3.  Ibid; BCRO ref:D/CE/M524 (Clayton papers). 

              4.  Ibid; BCRO ref:D/CE/M271 (Clayton papers). 

              5.  BCRO ref:D/CE/M284 (Clayton papers). 

              6.  Ibid. 

              7.  P.C.C.Wills (1730). 178, Isham. 

              8.  Bucks Quarter Sessions,1712-1718, p.50 (BCRO). 

              9.  Ibid p.130. 

            10.  "Protestant Island" by A.Bryant,p.69. Collins.(1969) 

            11.  Bucks Quarter Sessions,1712-1718, p.147 (BCRO). 

            12.  Ibid, p.216. 

            13.  Ibid, p.216. 

            14.  Ibid, p.217. 

            15.  Ibid, p.237. 

            16.  Ibid, (Epiphany Sess.Orders,1715-1716,)p.170. 

            17.  Ibid, p.270. 

            18.  BCRO ref:PR 140/11/1 (Marlow parish records). 

            19.  PRO ref:PROB 11/568/84/288. 

            20.  Bucks Victoria County History, Vol.1, p.326. 

            21.  Cal. of State Papers, Chas. I, 16 
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 Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper (1690-1766) 

 

Second of the Hammond generations associated with Western House, Jonathan like his 

father had brushes with the law and dabbled in politics. 

 

The sporting breach of law 

 

In October 1715, Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper junior, and his near neighbour 

James Keene senior, were arraigned by the Constables of the day, namely John Cottrell and 

James Phillips, for keeping greyhounds and allowing them to kill hares in the manor, contrary 

to law(1).  

 

The situation is open to various interpretations.  One scenario is that Etheredge was 

again taking the opportunity to exercise his rights; justly conceived they may have been, but in 

practice meanly executed against men of standing and reputation whose actions were probably 

accidental, and who could not be compared with common poachers whose predations the law 

was designed to deter.  Hammond could, after all, have expected to receive the deference due 

in that age to the son of a gentleman, and so could Keene as a landowner, a brewer, and a 

churchwarden. 

 

Perhaps the case was recognised to be unreasonably brought, and ways were found to 

delay its prosecution, but it was not until July 1717 that it resulted at Quarter Sessions in a 

finding of "ignoramus", ie unproved.(2) 

 

Election in Wycombe 

 

With old Sir James Etheredge in retirement, and out of the running in political terms, 

the shenanigans within the borough of Wycombe continued.  Whereas the Tories had gained 

the ascendancy over the Whigs by 1698, and continued to predominate through the reign of 

Queen Anne, a power struggle occurred in 1721 in which some of the characters we have 

already met acted out a part. 

 

The problem was that Edward Bedder, the Mayor of Wycombe, favoured the election of 

Harry Waller as Wycombe's representative to Parliament, and proceeded to prejudice the 

election by enrolling some 80 or so like-minded people as town burgesses with the right to 

vote.  Among those enrolled were Jonathan Hammond junior; Thomas Chamberlain, 

Hammond's brother-in-law; William Haycroft; George Bruere; James Etheredge junior; and a 

large number of Marlow residents regarded as foreigners by the constituents of 

Wycombe - does anything change?  Not to be outdone, the Wharton interests, who opposed the 

election of Waller, successfully maintained that the Mayor had acted illegally and had the 

names of all the new burgesses deleted from the register of electors.(3) 

 

 

One observation on the affair is that at least Hammond junior was sympathetic to Tory 

politics, as was Etheredge junior, and that perhaps it would be unwise to read too much into the 

apparent differences between their respective fathers. 
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Allegiance 

 

By Act of Parliament after the rebellion of the Old Pretender had been suppressed, 

all persons over the age of 18 who held freehold, copyhold or leasehold lands were compelled 

to take an oath of allegiance, supremacy and abjuration.  Oaths in Marlow were taken at the 

Three Tunns from 8 July to 24 December 1723, and those taking it included the following(4):- 

 

X  John Hamond of Great Marlow. 

            L  Jonathan Hammond of Great Marlow, gentleman. 

           X  Silvester Hamond of Great Marlow. 

 

The "X" beside the name denoted an inability to sign, and the "L" denoted a signature: 

further evidence of a difference in education and probably social standing among the 

Hammond families of Marlow.  Going by the pedigrees in Appendix 1, the John could have 

been one of four; and the Silvester is likely to have been age 63, son of Thomas and Elizabeth.  

Jonathan would have been he of Western House, age 33.  

 

Family matters 

 

It might be stretching credulity too far to suggest that the Hammond family maintained 

a degree of enmity towards Etheredge by distancing themselves from his influence, but it is 

evident that in 1716 Jonathan Hammond junior had become attached to the parish church of 

Wycombe where the Rev. Samuel Guise was Minister(5), and that his sisters Susanna and Anne 

had chosen to be married at Medmenham rather than at Marlow(6).  Such migrations may, 

however, have had more to do with Hammond relations with the Rev. Millechamp, vicar of 

Marlow from 1708 to 1728, than with Etheredge. 

 

All that apart, it is a fact that Jonathan was 28 when he became head of the family on 

his father's death in 1718, and he must have then or shortly afterwards established his own 

family in Western House. 

 

Sadly, two of his sisters died in 1723: one was Ann, wife of Thomas Chamberlain, and 

the other was Elizabeth.  The latter, by her will(7), divided her personal wealth among her three 

surviving married sisters on the understanding that they supported their eldest sister Hannah, 

relict of Edward Flight, whose circumstances we may assume were impoverished.  Jonathan 

lost his eldest son, also named Jonathan, in 1738. 

 

Little more is known about Jonathan's life, though it would have been lived out through 

a succession of national crises including the Jacobite rebellions of 1715 and 1745, and the 

Seven Years War against France, Austria, and Russia from 1756 to 1763.  As a farmer, he may 

or may not have anticipated the crucial impact on agriculture of the developing industrial 

revolution, but he would have been acutely aware of low food prices and high land taxes. At 

the local level too, there were other serious problems, particularly health, as smallpox and 

influenza caused widespread epidemics in the 1720s and 1730s; and in 1753 the Rev. Cleobury 

felt it necessary to note in the parish register that of the 119 burials in Marlow that year 50 

persons had died from smallpox.   Doubtless the community welcomed the improvement in 

Turnpike roads from 1730 onwards, and these may even have increased the opportunities for 

Marlovians to enjoy the rapidly increasing number of London theatres.  
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Single parents 

 

On 8 October 1719, Elizabeth Hammond, a spinster of Great Marlow, was sentenced at 

the Quarter Sessions(8) to a year of hard labour for having an illegitimate son.  Who and what 

lay behind that decision, so extraordinary in comparison with the current trend in thinking on 

marriage and childbirth, are worth consideration. 

 

To satisfy curiosity first, it must be said that we cannot be sure who the woman was. 

There could have been three persons called Elizabeth Hammond in Marlow that year: one was 

the daughter of Silvester and Elizabeth Hammond born in 1684; another was the daughter of 

Thomas and Margaret Hammond born in 1686;  and the third was the daughter of the late 

Jonathan and Mary Hammond born in 1694. The last named is unlikely to have been the one 

concerned because her brother then at Western House was a "gentleman" ie, a man of 

substance, who would doubtless have acted to protect the family name, but either of the other 

two are possibilities, both women being in their middle thirties. Lest it be thought in saying this 

that a finger of suspicion has been unfairly pointed, it should be understood that there could 

have been other women of that name in the town temporarily, but not born in or "of Great 

Marlow" in the settled sense. 

 

The "what" behind the decision stems from the conventions of the day concerning 

support for the poor of the parish, the cost of which had to be met by the parish itself.  In 

circumstances where it became clear that an unmarried woman was expecting a baby, she 

would be called before examiners who would endeavour to ascertain who the father was. If she 

revealed his name, then the man would be pressed to provide for her and the child.  On the 

other hand, she might refuse to name the father, even supposing that she was reasonably sure, 

and then the authorities might take a serious view of the situation and punish her accordingly.  

This seems to have been such a case, her crime being not the moral issue, but in failing to 

relieve the inhabitants of Marlow of their financial obligations.  The apparent seriousness of 

this offence can be judged by the duration of her sentence.  As the unfortunate woman, and 

presumably her child, remained a charge on the community while detained in the House of 

Correction  - and Elizabeth Hammond was released only after a full year without 

remission -  the conclusion must be that the authorities thought it necessary to be harsh as a 

deterrent to other wayward women. 

 

Precisely what hard labour for women consisted of in those days is unclear, but life in 

the  Wycombe prison would have been particularly unpleasant: when Quakers were imprisoned 

there for their dissention they described the place as "a loathsome dungeon"(9).  The probability 

is that the prison was on the north side of Frogmore at Wycombe, and had been built in 1659 

under the Charter of Cromwell(10).  

 

Whether attitudes to unmarried mothers changed over the 40 years following Elizabeth 

Hammond's imprisonment is unknown, but the pedigrees in Appendix 1 show that Ruth 

Hammond, daughter of John and Ann Hammond, had 6 illegitimate children baptised at 

Marlow between 1759 and 1770 - and presumably retained her freedom if not her reputation. 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

Will of Jonathan Hammond 

 

When Jonathan died in 1766 he left a will(11) which provided for his wife during her  

lifetime, and specified how his various properties should subsequently be allotted to his two 

surviving children, as follows:- 

 

          John: 

Buildings, contents, lands etc in West Street (ie Western House) 

Buildings in Minster Street, Reading 

            Land in the Common Field 

            Land in the Ham Common Field 

            Land in Marefield 

            Chalk Pit Close 

            An orchard occupied by John Parsons 

            An acre in Tenants Mead 

            Properties bought from William Phillips 

 

         Elizabeth: 

           Furniture of the best chamber 

           Woods and land at High Heavens and Stalings 

           Woods and land at Shillingridge 

 

It is unfortunate that wills in those days were not more precise about the definition of 

lands and properties - sometimes all that could be specified were the owners of the land 

abutting and surrounding the land in question. At a later date definitions became more precise 

and a clearer picture of the family estate at that time is then possible. 

 

      Sources:  

 

1. Bucks Quarter Sessions, 1712-1718, p.229. 

            2. Ibid p.358. 

            3. Second Ledger of Wycombe Corporation, p.236 et seq. 

            4. Bucks Quarter Sessions, Vol.6, 1723-1748. 

            5. Bucks Quarter Sessions, 1712-1718, p.302. 

            6. Medmenham parish registers for 1708 and 1717. 

            7. BCRO ref: D/A/wf/73/273. 

            8. BCRO ref: QSR 70/45; 71/35; 73/32; Michaelmas 1720. 

            9. "The Book of Wycombe" by Ivan Sparkes, p.96 (1979). 

          10. Ibid 

          11. PRO ref: PROB 11/921/306/133. 
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 John Hammond (1732-1817) 

 

When his father died John Hammond was age 34.  He described himself as a farmer, 

and judging by the size of the Hammond estate some 70 years later when the Tithe 

Commissioners conducted a national survey, he was responsible for adding considerably to the 

family holdings.  And this regardless of the fact that the woodlands his sister Elizabeth had 

inherited  passed out of the Hammond family when she married Hilary St John Bell in 1770. 

 

Little is otherwise known about John or his wife Mary.  They had 4 children, the 

youngest dying in infancy.  Whatever else was affecting their domestic life, they would have 

been concerned for the welfare of their son Jonathan, born in 1767, who became an officer in 

the Marines and was sent to America where he was wounded.(1)   As he was too young in that 

capacity to have been in the War of American Independence (1775-1783), it was probably 

during the following decade or so when Anglo/American confrontations continued to occur, 

particularly at sea, that Jonathan was wounded. He later entered the church (see next chapter). 

 

As the end of the 18th century approached it would have been the repercussions of the 

Napoleonic Wars that were of more immediate and general concern to the inhabitants of 

Marlow.  Following Napoleon Bonaparte's threat in 1798 to invade England(2), measures were 

taken throughout the country to prepare, and in Bucks the Lord Lieutenant conducted a survey 

of the people and materials he could call upon to support the militia in case of need.  Known as 

the Posse Comitatus(3), it revealed that John Hammond of Great Marlow had available 5 

draught horses, 3 waggons and 3 carts.  

 

Obviously, John Hammond would be more concerned with the quality and quantity of 

his crops and with the value of the timber that he was able to extract from his woodlands, than 

with the manners of London society, and it was probably a matter of total indifference to him 

that a tax on hair powder was introduced in 1796.  Of greater interest to him that year would 

have been the development of a vaccine against smallpox, the large number of Marlow deaths 

from the disease in 1753 being within living memory.  He may also have welcomed the passing 

of the Corn Laws in 1815 which put a ban on the import of grain. 

 

As to property, the family at Western House would doubtless have taken something 

equivalent to the "nimby" attitude of today at the prospect of the junior branch of the Royal 

Military College setting up virtually next door at Remnantz.   Bugle calls and drum beats were 

hardly likely to be as acceptable as normal country sounds, and the proximity of several 

hundred cadets could easily result in damage to crops and buildings.  In view of the risks, John 

Hammond probably thought it prudent to check the fire insurance he had taken out in 1782 

with Sun Alliance whose records(4) show the entry reproduced below.  It will be noted that the 

policy covered Western House and two other houses nearby, and that the premium was at the 

rate of 18 pence per £100 of valuation, or 0.075%. 

 

It cannot be said with any certainty that John Hammond was aware of Percy Bysshe 

Shelley and Mary coming to live in Marlow in 1817, for he died and was buried in October that 

year, but it would have been a matter of some significance to his family because Jonathan was 

Rector of Penshurst in Kent, the living being in the gift of John Shelley of  Penshurst Place 

 



18 

 

 

 

Land Tax  

 

Land Tax was based on a valuation conducted in 1692, the rate being voted annually 

until 1798 when it was made a perpetual charge subject to redemption or purchase. The Land 

Tax registers for Marlow(5) show the following entries in specific years for various 

Hammonds, together with the net income from the parish as a whole. The rate appears to 

have been maintained at 4s per rood per annum. 

 

 Land Tax          

                           Proprietor               Occupiers             Rents         Yearly   

                                                                                                        Payments        

              1800 

                   Richard Hammond     Jeremiah Frith              2           0 -  8 - 0        

                        John Hammond         himself                    76/10    15 -  6 - 0 

                                                                                                        ----------- 

                                                                             Parish total     201 -  4 - 9½ 

                                                                                                      ========= 

 

              1817 

                              J.Hammond         himself                   78/10     15 - 14 - 0 

                                    "                 Mr Washbourne          4            0 - 16 - 0 

                          Mr Hammond      Goulds Close               4            0 - 16 - 0 

                                                                                                          ----------- 

                                                                             Parish total     128 -  8 -  9½ 

                                                                                                       ========= 

  1831 (Great Marlow Town) 

                       Miss Hammond      late J.Tyler            empty            1 -   8 -  0 

                       Robt.Hammond     Miss Hammond house & land   15 - 14 -  0 

                       Miss Hammond        herself             do. garden         0 - 16 -  0 

                  Richard Hammond     Gold Close house                         0 - 16 -  0 

                                                                                                      --------------- 

                                                                                Parish total     105 -  8 -  0
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Richard Hammond would have been John's second son, born 1770, and Goulds Close 

and Gold Close House were probably between Western House and Gyldernscroft (see next 

chapter).  The above figures show that whereas the net receipts from the Land Tax in Marlow 

fell over the years because many landowners preferred to redeem or buy out their assessments, 

the Hammonds chose to continue paying the tax annually. 

 

Sources 

 

           1. Joseph Farington - Diaries ed. J.Greig. Vol.vii, p.56 and 218. 

           2. Address to the Directory, 23 February 1798. 

           3. The Buckinghamshire Posse Comitatus, by Ian F.W.Beckett. Bucks 

                Record Society, No.22 (1985). 

           4. Policy 466708 (in G.L. Ms 11936/304).Guildhall Library. 

           5. BCRO ref: Q/RPL/6/21, 38 and 52). 
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 Jonathan Hammond (1767-1820) 

 

Baptised at Marlow in September 1767, Jonathan joined the Marines as a 2nd 

Lieutenant in July 1780 and was sent abroad to defend British interests in North America in the 

War of American Independence.  Whether it was on land or at sea and by American or French 

forces is not recorded, but he was wounded and ultimately released from further service in July 

1789.(1)  He then went to university and took Holy Orders before getting married at Marlow in 

1794 at the age of 27. 

 

Curiously, Jonathan was living in Cookham at the time of his marriage to Anne 

Chambers, a minor of Great Marlow, daughter of the Rev William Chambers of Hurleigh 

(though not it seems vicar of Hurley, Berks).  They shortly afterwards settled in Penshurst, 

Kent, where Jonathan became Rector and where Sidney their first born was baptised in 

1797 - named presumably after the ancient Sidney family of Penshurst Place. 

 

The Rectory at Penshurst is in one of the most picturesque corners of the village, close 

by Penshurst Place, and it is not difficult to imagine the quiet and tranquil existence of those 

who enjoyed its surroundings: all reminiscent of Trollope's Barchester without the likes of a 

Mrs Proudie or a Mr Slope.  How Jonathan came by the living is uncertain, although some 

Hammond connection with the Powis family which had been represented locally by the vicar of 

Fawley and which also had a connection with the Dean of Canterbury, may have been a factor.  

Clearly, however, it was far from being a minor benefice, and some degree of influence would 

normally have been required in that age to secure such preferment. 

 

It is known from the diaries of Joseph Farington RA, the painter of at least one scene of 

Marlow from a viewpoint in the vicinity of Seymour Court, that he visited the Rev Jonathan 

Hammond at Penshurst on more than one occasion.  He recorded that on 1 November 1811 "Mr 

Hammond told me that his father resides at or very near Marlow in Buckinghamshire, where 

his family had dwelt for 200 years"; and on 23 January 1814, that "Mr Hammond is son to a 

gentleman who inherits £500 p.a. near Great Marlow".(2)   

 

Jonathan and Anne Hammond went on to have eight children, seven of them boys, 

Sidney being the eldest and going into the church like his father. Then in 1798 came Robert 

who went into the Navy, and about whom more is said in the next chapter.  One of their sons, 

probably Henry who was born in 1801, was admitted as a cadet at the Royal Military College 

in Marlow as the son of an officer who had been wounded in service - no doubt the boy took 

many opportunities to raid the larder of his grandparents at Western House nearby. 

 

Despite his centre of interest being Penshurst, Jonathan made several investments in 

Marlow before his father's death in 1817. 

 

Goulds. 

 

On 3 May 1814, Jonathan Hammond paid £1435 to Matthew Higgins for 5½ acres 

called Goulds in Marlow.(3)   The land was formerly a hop garden occupied by James Keene,  

maltster, but was in the possession of Jonathan Hammond.  It lay adjoining premises formerly 

occupied by Walter Bachelor or Jeremiah Goodchild and now Alexander Higginson or William  

Heather on the west, Jonathan Hammond on the east, the land formerly of Sir James Etheridge 

and now Alexander Higginson called the Lakes on the south, and the highway on the north. 
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No map has been found showing where Goulds might have been situated. However, 

given the adjoining properties, a reasonable guess would put it between Western House and 

Gyldernscroft on the Henley Road. This is on the assumption that the Lakes were those near to 

Pound Lane and not those of the same name at Redpits.  The close proximity of Gyldernscroft 

(Golden Croft) reinforces that assumption. 

 

The Land Tax registers for Marlow(4) suggest that Richard Hammond, who died in 

1823, lived at Goulds Close or Gold Close and that his property amounted to only about one 

acre. Richard (born 1770) was the younger brother of the Rev Jonathan Hammond, and his 

house could well have been on what became Tithe Plots 655 and 656 (see Appendix 5.5). 

 

The Tithe Plot 646 called House Meadow, owned by Robert Hammond in 1843 and 

amounting to 5½ acres, corresponds well with the 1814 description.   

 

Heathers 

 

Heathers was the house now called Chanters in West Street, and had been so named 

after a headmaster of Borlase.  The records show(5) that the Rev Jonathan Hammond purchased 

Heathers and made it part of his marriage settlement in 1816.  As that settlement was made 

some 22 years after he had married Anne, it suggests that he had become concerned about his 

health -  his war wound may have been playing up - and that he chose that way of arranging his 

affairs rather than by will.    

 

It appears that the Rev Jonathan Hammond died in 1819/20 and was buried at Penshurst. 
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The Bridgewardens Estate. 

 

Because of the parlous state of the old Marlow bridge in 1828, the Bridgewardens  

(William Clayton, Thomas Wethered, and Thomas Rolls). who had responsibility for its 

maintenance. began proceedings with the object of selling the various Marlow properties in 

their trust, the rents from which had been used to repair the bridge though they had proved 

inadequate for this purpose. They produced a plan(6) showing the location of these properties 

that included plots 12 and 13 in the following sketch:- 

 

 
The plan was obviously not new because it showed John Hammond as a landowner and he had 

died in 1817, but at this stage Anne Hammond raised objections, claiming that the small garden 

next to Heathers was her property and should not be sold as part of plot 13.  Nevertheless, 

preparations for the sale continued with the production of a new plan of the Bridgewarden's 

estate, this describing plot 14 as "A piece of land situate near Well Close aforesaid containing 

about one rood in the occupation of Mrs Hammond tenant at will at the annual rent of £2.2.0 

but which has not been paid for the last 6 years in consequence of the property being claimed 

by Mrs Hammond in which claim the Bridgewardens concur".(7) 
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The duties of the Bridgewardens were taken over by a new Bridge Committee formed 

after parliamentary approval was given to a scheme for a new bridge in May 1829.  The 

members were:- 

 

                                             Thomas Tindall,    Chairman 

              Sir John Dashwood King                   Sir William Clayton 

                        Owen Williams                                  Thomas Williams 

                     * Charles Palmer                                   Sir George Nugent 

Rev.Charles Scobell                           George Carrington 

                     * Edward Gardiner                             * Edward Neale 

                                                      * Representing Berks. 

 

The committee promptly authorised the sale of the bridge lands and, despite the concurrence of 

the Bridgewardens in her claim, Anne Hammond received a letter from Tindall requesting 

payment of the arrears of rent. She replied(8) on 29th June 1829, as follows:- 

 

        "Sir, 

                In reply to yours of the 27th I beg to state that I never paid any rent for the 

piece of Garden in question, to the Bridgewardens or any other person, as previous to 

my becoming the occupier, I found that the Garden belonged to me in right of my 

late husband the Rev Jonathan Hammond of Penshurst in Kent who purchased the                      

House and premises I live in (including the adjoining Cottages and that Garden) of Mr                

Heather; and my writings prove that the Garden belongs to this estate (late Heather's) of            

which you are I believe aware; and my late husband often told me so, though I then                    

thought he meant for the Hammond Estate which adjoins, and which as he died some                 

years before his Mother, he never came into the possession of, and this has most likely               

created the confusion, which no doubt he would have put to rights had he outlived his                

Mother, on whom the Hammond property was settled. 

"It was Mrs Hammond Sen., my late husband's Mother who occupied the 

Garden, and in ignorance of its belonging to the Heather Estate paid the Bridgewardens 

£2.2s per annum as a Rent for it. 

"I did not interfere while she lived 'tho I had discovered it to be in the Heather                     

writings a year or two or more previous to her death, as she was old and did not like                  

interruption. 

"I decidedly object to your demand of six years and a half of Rent, as if the case 

was put to rights, it is me who ought to be repaid the Rents the Bridgewardens have 

unduly received for so many years. 

                  I remain Sir, 

                                Your most obedient Servant, 

Anne Hammond. 

 

“It was some time after my husband's decease when I discovered the Garden belonged               

to Heather's.  I had never attended much to these things in his lifetime." 

 

On 5th September 1829 the sale duly took place - raising £2900 towards the estimated cost of 

the new bridge, Thomas Wethered being the purchaser of the garden Anne claimed to be hers 

and certain other plots - and shortly afterwards Tindall wrote again to Anne  

Hammond asking for the arrears of rent.
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Clearly exasperated by these developments, Anne invoked the good offices of Col. 

Robert Browne at Aylesbury, a person who seems to have acquired the reputation of an elder 

statesman having made his career in Bucks under the patronage of the Marquis of 

Buckingham.(9)  She wrote(10) to him on 7th October as follows:- 

"Sir, 

I am induced to request the favour of your attention and to trouble you with                   

the following statement in consequence of a small garden (which I consider belongs                 

to me) having been sold with Well Close in Lot No.7 at the sale of the Bridge Lands                 

on the 5th September last. 

"I feel this a great injustice as it puts me either to the necessity of giving up what 

I entirely believe to be my own, or of being forced into a Law suit to maintain my just 

right, the expenses of which, if successful, would be more than the land could be 

purchased for. 

"It appears to me to be a mistake arising from Mr Tindall's concluding the said                

garden to be a part of Well Close, which my writings decide to the contrary.  

"I shall be extremely obliged if you will do me the favour to inspect my               

writings, which Mr Spicer will be prepared to show you at your next meeting on the                 

12th inst., when I shall be obliged by your giving your attention to it as it is my wish                 

to act upon your decision.  I feel convinced that it cannot be the intentions of either                  

the Gentlemen of the County or Committee to oppress an individual for this trifling                  

benefit to the public. 

"I yesterday received intelligence from Mr Tindall that unless the arrears of                     

Rent are paid on Monday next he will proceed against me immediately.  I consider                   

this hasty step of Mr Tindall's quite uncalled for as I have always told the                                  

Bridgewardens (Mr Rolls) that I would relinquish whenever they could show me a                    

better Title.  If the Gentlemen of the Committee are of the opinion that it belongs to                 

the Bridge, Mr Spicer has my authority to pay the arrears of Rent for 6 years only as                 

Mrs Hammond held the Garden the first year of the seven which the Bridgewardens                 

claim. 

                             I am Sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

                                                     Anne Hammond." 

 

Nothing is known about the outcome of the dispute but, irrespective of the unpaid rents, 

Thomas Wethered and the Hammonds must have resolved the issue of ownership, though this 

may not have been before Anne Hammond died in 1830.  It is noteworthy, however, that in 

1867 the Hammonds built Stratton House on the land in question . 

 

Sources 

            1. Joseph Farington - Diaries ed. J.Greig. Vol vii, p.56 and 218; 

     List of Royal Marine Officers (1816). 

            2. Ibid. 

            3. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 53. 

            4. BCRO ref: Q/RPL/6/21, 38 and 52. 

            5. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 47). 

            6. BCRO ref: Q/AB/43/669a-b. 

            7. BCRO ref: Q/AB/43/674. 

            8. BCRO ref: Q/AB/43/126. 

            9. BCRO Index of Individuals 

          10. BCRO ref: Q/AB/43/156 
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 Robert Hammond (1798-1855) 

 

Robert Hammond, the second son of the Rev Jonathan and Anne Hammond, was born 

in 1798 at Penshurst where his father was Rector.  Whereas his elder brother followed their 

father into the church, Robert was sent off to sea in 1812 at the tender age of 14 years. For the 

first five years of his career in the Royal Navy he was a Midshipman on ships that patrolled the 

Baltic Sea and the North Atlantic.  The period was relatively quiet at sea after the French and 

Spanish fleets had been defeated at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, and there is no evidence 

that Robert was ever engaged in any sea battle (but see "Biography" below).  Despite that, life 

on board a man-o-war was extremely hard for a midshipman, whose training included duties on 

the gun deck as well as learning to handle small arms, cutlasses and broadswords.  Discipline 

too was notoriously strict as he would have discovered when men on his ships were given 24 or 

36 lashes for insubordination or unruly behaviour.  As to home comforts, these would have 

been minimal and a far cry from the Rectory, so we may imagine that his mother would have 

been not a little worried about his welfare; but then, in those days, it was father who invariably 

took the decisions about the children, even if he was a Rector, and this one would have been 

under no illusion about life at sea having been in the Marines in his youth. 

 

Although Robert was proposed for Lieutenant in 1818 he had to wait 9 years for his 

promotion, acting as Masters Mate meanwhile and becoming highly experienced in the 

handling of large sailing ships in that capacity.(1) When he eventually became a Lieutenant in 

1827 his naval service had been virtually continuous from the time he joined, and as during this 

period he had lost not only both his paternal grandparents but also his father and his elder 

brother, he was left nominally responsible for the continued welfare of his mother and her 

remaining young children even though he was rarely in the country for long.  How he dealt 

with those family responsibilities is conjectural, but he may have relied on help from his Aunt 

Mary, about whom more is said later. 

 

Leaving aside family considerations for the moment, life in the Navy for Robert should 

have entered a favourable period following his promotion.  He could reasonably have assumed 

that he would sooner or later be given added responsibility and a succession of appointments 

leading to the yet higher ranks of Commander, Captain and even Admiral; and for a year he 

was employed on major ships operating in the Mediterranean.  But then there was some hiatus 

in his career - due possibly to a slimming down of the service when international relations 

quietened down - as he held no appointment for six years until becoming Lieutenant of HMS 

Dublin in January 1835. 

 

The Dublin was a 4th Class Frigate of 50 guns, built in 1812 at a cost of £57,372, and 

had been at Plymouth for repairs to her copper bottom. On being undocked in November 1834, 

the ship required to be refitted, manned, and equipped anew.  Lt. Robert Hammond duly 

presented himself, as instructed, on 27 January 1835 only to find that his commission had not 

arrived, leaving him unable to attend to any orders regarding the ship.  He thereupon wrote 

courteously(2) to the Secretary of the Admiralty making the point and asking for action, having 

to write again(3) the next day to acknowledge receipt of his commission, following which the 

ship's log records(4) that on 29 January "Lt Hammond hoisted the pendants
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What prompted the request is not known, but he wrote yet again(5) to the Secretary of 

the Admiralty on 25 February, this time from the Junior United Services Club, saying that 

although he was on 10 days leave of absence given by the Commander in Chief, Plymouth, "to 

settle my private affairs", he had found it impossible to finish the business and therefore needed 

an extension of 3 more days, for which he asked and presumably got.  A week later he was 

back at Plymouth, and on 6 March he was sent from there to Portsmouth to collect 39 men 

from HMS Rattlesnake to make up the ship's complement of 420.  

 

The Dublin sailed from Plymouth for Rio de Janeiro on 10 April, arriving on 30 May 

1835 and becoming the Flag Ship of Admiral Sir Graham Eden Hamond Bart., Commander in 

Chief of the South American and Pacific Station.  For the rest of the year the ship was in port at 

Rio, except for a month or so at sea along the northern coast of Brazil; sailing again in January 

1836 for the South Atlantic before returning to Rio on 10 March: altogether about 10 weeks at 

sea with the Admiral on board.  What happened next is intriguing. 

 

The log of the Dublin for 12 April 1836 notes: "Lieutenant Hammond discharged"; just 

the simple fact without explanation.  However, other records(6) state: "Lt Robert Hammond of 

Dublin allowed to return home on private affairs. April 12 1836".  How in fact he did return is 

unknown, but he wrote(7) as follows on 17 June to the Secretary of the Admiralty, again from 

the Junior United Services Club: 

 

"I beg to acquaint you for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty of my having returned from service on board HM Ship the Dublin, having 

been superceded (sic) by the Commander in Chief at my own request to settle urgent 

private affairs. I therefore beg you will be pleased to move their Lordships to place me 

on the Half Pay having received Full to the 12 April." 

 

Before coming to the question of his motives in seeking his discharge, it is interesting 

to note that Robert Hammond's total pay for the period from 24 January 1835 to 12 April 1836 

amounted to £153.16.0, or about six shillings a day on average.(8)  In fact, lieutenants could be 

paid between 5 and 7 shillings a day depending on seniority. 

 

As already mentioned, Robert was given leave to attend to private business before 

departing England.  We do not know what required him to return early from abroad; it could 

have been the same cause supposing that news was conveyed to him at Rio, or it could have 

been another reason.  There is nothing to suggest that domestic matters in Marlow were 

particularly fraught at this time, and if he had left any problems behind there would have been 

many opportunities for news to reach him at Rio while he was in port.  Neither is there any 

indication of a romance (but see "Biography" below), so whatever we are now tempted to think 

must be complete speculation.  Having said that, there is one possible explanation that adds a 

little colour to the facts and which may not be unreasonable. 

 

First, it would do well to remember that since his mother's death in 1830, Robert had 

been largely responsible for the family estate in Marlow.  His appointment in 1835 may 

therefore have been less than enthusiastically received, and may even have surprised him given 

the 6 years since he was last at sea.  
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The proposition is that his appointment to the Dublin was all a mistake, and one which 

he suspected before leaving England.  Realisation came when he arrived in Rio and  

discovered that Admiral Hamond had appointed his two sons to senior posts on the Station.  

One was Lt.Andrew Snape Hamond who at 23 had been made Flag Lieutenant to his father; the 

other was 21 year old Lt.Graham Eden William Hamond, who had sailed from England to join 

his father at about the same time as the Dublin, and was later to be appointed to the North Star.  

Nepotism was rife in the Navy as elsewhere, so Robert may not have been unduly surprised on 

making his discovery, but what may have disturbed him more was the thought that Admiral 

Hamond had probably said "Send me Lt.Hamond", intending that his youngest son should also 

join the Dublin, and the Admiralty in its wisdom had sent him the wrong one.  Relations 

between the 3 Ham(m)onds on the Dublin may have become frosty to say the least, and the 

most diplomatic way of getting out of the situation was for Robert to apply for his discharge.  

The rest we know. 

 

Naval Biography 

 

Besides the statement of past services provided by Robert Hammond to the Admiralty 

in 1846 (Appendix 4), made in response to a request to all serving officers, his career was 

summarised in "Naval Biographies"(9) published in 1849.  This said: 

 

"Robert Hammond served on board the Hebrus 36, Capt.Edm.Palmer at the 

forcing of the Gironde in 1814.  He passed his examination in 1818; was made 

Lieutenant 23 June 1827 into the Glasgow 50, commanded in the Mediterranean by 

Capt.Hon.Jas.Maude; and on 23 Aug. following removed to the Gannet sloop, 

Capts.Lord Ingestrie and Hon.Wm.Edwardes.  That vessel being paid off in 1828, he 

next joined, 24 Jan.1835, the Dublin 50, being the flag in South America of Sir Graham 

Eden Hamond.  He was superseded at own request 12 April 1836 and has not been 

afloat since. 

 

"Lt.Hammond married in 1836, Sophia daughter of John Musters Esq., of 

Colwick Hall, Nottingham, (a Magistrate and Deputy Lieutenant for that shire) by 

Mary, only daughter and co-heiress of Wm.Chaworth Esq., of Annesley, Notts." 

 

Unfortunately, the above biographical note is unreliable.  For one thing, Robert 

Hammond was not on board the Hebrus at the Gironde in 1814, only briefly in 1815 when the 

ship was off Newfoundland.  Secondly, he did not marry Sophia Musters in 1836 - he was 

actually at Rio de Janeiro at the time.  Both errors are likely to have been caused by a confusion 

of names (again?), especially in the case of the marriage as it was in fact a Robert Nicholas 

Hamond of West Acre, Norfolk, whom Sophia Musters married(10), and he most probably 

became a naval lieutenant. 

 

Mary Hammond (1768-1849) 

 

At the time that Robert Hammond returned from his year on the Dublin he owned not only 

Heathers, in which his mother had ended her days, but also Western House which had been the 

home of his grandparents but in which his Aunt Mary was living.  Robert may or may not have 

been wholly content with those arrangements, but he let them stand while he remained 

unmarried. 
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One suspects that Mary was very much a lady of her times: a spinster devoted to her 

family, proud of her independence, holding firm religious convictions, and capable of 

managing the household in every necessary way.  It seems likely that she had always lived at 

Western House, and for some years up to 1823 had been the sole companion of her widowed 

mother who we know from Anne Hammond was a formidable lady in her latter days.  If that 

impression of Mary's character is remotely true then it is not difficult to imagine her saying 

"Leave it to me, dear" if Robert Hammond had left unfinished business in Marlow on going to 

sea. 

 

It was a few weeks after her mother's death that Mary commissioned a memorial for 

Marlow church.  According to Lipscomb(11), this read: "Mary, daughter of John and Mary 

Hammond, placed this stone, a tribute of respect to her Family.  21st April 1823".  Lipscomb 

also records that this memorial would have joined others "in the church - on slabs in the 

pavement":- 

 

"Here lieth the body of Mrs Ann Chamberlain, wife of Thomas Chamberlain of 

Chepping Wycombe, Daughter of Mr Jonathan Hammond of this place who departed 

this life May 8th 1723 aged - " 

 

"Sacred to the Memory of Mrs Elizabeth Bell, Relict of Mr Henry St John Bell, and 

daughter of Jonathan Hammond Esq. She died Nov 6th 1799, aged 79 years." 

 

He goes on to note two other Hammond memorials in Marlow church, and these may equally 

well have been placed subsequently by Mary Hammond: 

 

"Also of Richard, second son of John and Mary Hammond, who died 1st September 

1823 aged 53 years." 

 

"Here lieth the remains of the Rev Sidney Hammond, A.M. died 6th October 1824 aged 

27, eldest son of the Reverend Jonathan and Anne Hammond of Penshurst in Kent, and 

Grandson of John and Mary Hammond" 

 

Since all these memorials were placed before All Saints was rebuilt in 1834, we do not know 

whether they were re-sited or lost. 

 

On a happier note, there is some evidence of Mary Hammond continuing to support 

family retainers.  It will be recalled that in the days of Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper 

(1645-1718) there had been a William Bradshaw who was a member of the church council.  He 

was a gardener, and may well have been an ancestor of the William Bradshaw age 47 to be 

found at Western House at the time of the 1841 Census, then described as an agricultural 

labourer.  Although Mary may well have employed him generally in that capacity, she 

described him as her servant in her will, and it is highly probable that he acted as a gardener 

and an odd-job man about the house for the only others living there at the time were all female: 

Mary, and Mable Stopps a servant age 18. 

 

While Mary Hammond was nominally the occupier and not the owner of Western 

House, she did own property in her own right, all of it probably having descended from either  
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her father in 1817 or her brothers.  From the survey conducted for the Tithe Commissioners in 

1843 (see Appendix 5) we see that Mary owned some 130 acres of land in and around Marlow, 

including woodlands near High Heavens (possibly once owned by Jonathan Hammond before 

1766), and more at the end of Munday Dean Lane.  Interestingly in view of the special quality 

of brick used in the building of Western House, she owned 18 acres in the region of Marlow 

Common which were called Kiln Field and Clay Pit. 

 

When Mary Hammond died in 1849 she left £10 in her will to William Bradshaw and 

the residue of her estate to her nephew Robert Hammond. In 1847 she had revoked a codicil 

leaving £1000 to her nephew Jonathan Charles Hammond, a clerk in the Chelsea Hospital.(12) 

 

Public Affairs 

 

Following his return to Marlow and while living at Heathers, Robert Hammond seems 

to have settled into the affairs of the town.  Not only did he become a patron and subscriber to 

the races on the course by the river(13), he became a feoffee (governor) of Borlase School(14), 

and a trustee of the Marlow to Reading Turnpike Road (this being a section of the Hatfield to 

Reading Road commemorated by the obelisk dated 1822 in Market Square). In 1844 he was 

one of a number of signatories to a deed transferring 2 acres of land from the Scott Murray 

family at Danesfield to the Turnpike Trustees for road improvement.(15) 

 

Of all his public affairs, however, none was more significant than his association with 

Alexander Higginson of Gyldernscroft, and William Grant the draper of West Street, as 

petitioners against the validity of the Great Marlow Election of 1841.  

 

It has to be remembered that the election of Members of Parliament at this time was 

conducted in a far different manner from that employed today: the Reform Act of 1832 had 

given the franchise to more people but only providing they met certain criteria concerning the 

occupation of property and were not in receipt of poor relief, and disclosure of how an 

individual voted was still normal practice.  The system gave rise to a high level of pre-election 

canvassing by the candidates who were frequently local men of standing and wealth, with the 

consequence that bribery and other forms of persuasion were not unusual.  When the result of 

an election was close, therefore, the loser would see whether there were grounds for objecting 

to any of his opponent's votes and having the result overturned. 

 

  Such a situation occurred in Marlow in 1841 where Sir Robert Clayton, who had stood 

on Whig principles, defeated his Tory opponent by one vote.  The consequence of the petition 

that Robert Hammond signed was a public inquiry in London which lasted nearly a month in 

the Spring of 1842 and involved the attendance of 83 witnesses, mostly from Marlow, many of 

them needing to spend one or more nights away from home.  The proceedings of the inquiry 

were published(16), and as they put into sharp focus the condition and relationships of many 

individuals they make for fascinating reading (one witness was sent to Newgate for a month for 

deliberately misleading the committee of inquiry), but they have little further relevance in the 

present context save noting that Robert Hammond achieved his objective as Clayton was 

unseated and the Tory duly elected -  by a difference of one vote!  The cost of the inquiry must 

have been huge, most of it being borne by the candidate and other named sureties, but we do 

not know whether Robert was called upon to make a contribution as a petitioner. 

 

At a later date Robert became a magistrate of the First Division of Desborough, 
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undertaking his duties at meetings held at the Crown Hotel on the first and third Saturday of 

each month.  On the basis of his training in the Royal Navy, he may or may not have been a 

hang-em and flog-em type of magistrate, but it is worth remembering that the penalties for even 

minor offences in those days could result in transportation. 

 

Landowners 

 

Mary and Robert Hammond between them possessed 372 acres in various  parts of 

Great Marlow in 1841, much of it leased to others who lived on or farmed the land. This led 

them into a landlord and tenant relationship with a number of people, though they probably 

employed an agent in that connection. 

 

Behind Western House were three cottages: in one lived Frances Darvill, who had been 

a schoolmistress, her daughter and two needle-workers (lace-making was still an active cottage 

industry in the town);  in another lived William Cross age 30, a labourer, and his young family; 

and in the third lived Frederick Judge age 35, a labourer, and his family.(17) The rents of the 

Darvill and Cross cottages were each £4 pa, and that of the Judge's £6 pa as the cottage and 

garden were somewhat larger; indeed, big enough to provide room for John Frith and his wife 

who received parish poor relief. The tenants may, of course, have given services to the 

Hammonds in lieu of rent.(18) 

 

In addition to her woodlands and Townsend Meadow near Gyldernscroft, Mary owned 

land near the junction of the Frieth and Marlow Common roads: George Wyatt kept 28 acres of 

this under grass or arable.  Nearby she owned a further 3 acres or so, and these were 

homesteads occupied by Joseph Pratt and John Blackwell. 

 

As well as his family houses and 5 acres of woodland near the crossroads at Marlow 

Common (by Chiffchaffs), Robert Hammond owned scattered fields that were mainly arable.  

Of these, Thomas Wethered occupied some 55 acres, mainly in the Common Fields; William 

and John Hewett of Hooks Farm occupied another 55 acres in the Common Fields and at 

Redpits (which Robert held under trust - see Chambers Inheritance); and at this time John 

Gibbons farmed 107 acres at Copy Green. 

 

Robert Hammond also owned 2 acres on the corner of Mill Lane (as it was then called) 

and South Place, half occupied by Joseph and William Wright who ran the paper mills at the 

lock, and the other half by John Moss.  According to his will, Robert further owned the houses 

occupied by James Endall and Caroline Anthony in Marlow. 

 

Marriage 

 

Robert Hammond married Sarah Bliss Barrett, the daughter of William Bliss Barrett, 

gentleman of Walcot, Northants, on 18 November 1848 at Cheltenham when he was age 50 

and she was barely 21: a remarkable age difference by any standard, and speaks well of the 

invigorating influence of sea air!  The ceremony was conducted by the Rev Henry Barrett, and 

the witnesses were Robert's sister Elizabeth Anne and his brother John; his friend Daniel 

Thomas Sharp of Cheltenham, who became executor of his will, was another; and so was John 

Sparrow (see Chambers Inheritance below). 

 

By 1851, Mary Hammond had died, and the couple had vacated Heathers  for Western 
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House where they were to be found living with the support of a housemaid, a cook and a nurse.  

There is a strong suspicion that the nurse was looking after Sarah who was either expecting or 

had just lost a baby as years later it was declared(19) that she had lost infant children.  Robert 

and Sarah had two children baptised at All Saints, Marlow: Elizabeth Barrett in 1853, and 

Robert Sharp Borgnis in 1855.  At this point the family should have looked forward to years of 

happy domesticity, but it was not to be for Robert died on 7 June 1855, only 4 months after the 

birth of his son. 

 

Sarah's problems are not difficult to imagine.  Being only 26 she would not have had 

much experience in managing the house and staff, let alone the estate and its employees, and 

her concern would have been mainly for her children.  Nevertheless, sensible advice was 

probably on hand as she seems to have taken the decision to revert to living at Heathers, where 

she was to be found in 1861 accompanied by her cousin Eliza Barrett who became her 

companion.  For the next 50 years the Hammonds appear to have let Western House to a 

succession of tenants, and the following have been identified from local directories:- 

 

1864  Edmund Calvert, Deputy Lieut. of Hertfordshire. 

            1877  Mrs Fowler. 

            1887  Richard Huth. 

            1911  Frank C.Caffin. 

 

In his will(20) dated 10 March 1855, Robert Hammond appointed "my friends" Daniel 

Sharp and Peter Borgnis of Highfields as executors and trustees.  He left all his real estate upon 

trust, and apart from specific legacies to family members he left "all my books, manuscripts, 

prints, engravings, and the square marble inlaid table in the dressing room" to his wife as an 

heirloom for his son at 21 in the hope that they might be preserved.  

 

Sarah Hammond lost her only daughter when Elizabeth died at Bognor in 1875 age 23.  

She herself never remarried, dying in Marlow in 1896 at the age of 68. 
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            16. Proceedings of the Committee of Inquiry into the Great Marlow 

                  Election of 1841". House of Commons (1842) 



32 

 

            17. Census of Population in 1841. HO 107/53 
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                                              Peter Borgnis (1810-1888) 

 

It would be difficult to ignore the existence of Peter Borgnis (pronounced to rhyme 

with Dorney) in any account of the Hammond family as several of them regarded him as 

their friend - not least Robert Hammond (1798-1855) who incorporated Borgnis in the name 

of his son - and from what has been discovered they had good reason to feel grateful to him, 

as will become clear.  First, however, something about the man who lived at what is now 

known as Old Highfields in Marlow. 

 

Peter was the great grandson of Guiseppe Borgnis who, around 1751, was brought 

over from Craveggia in Italy by Sir Francis Dashwood, the 2nd Baronet, to decorate the 

ceilings and walls of the house at West Wycombe. The glorious ceilings of the Blue Drawing 

Room and the Saloon, together with the painting called the "Banquet of the Gods" in the 

Music Room, are testimony to his consummate skill, shared by his son Giovanni who 

continued the work after his father's death in 1761 (on falling or being pushed by a jealous 

rival off the scaffolding), and who painted the ceilings of the Hall and Dining Room.(1) 

 

Born in Holborn in 1810 and later made a ward of Chancery, Peter Borgnis attended 

lectures at Guy's Hospital in his youth, and became a man of independent means on 

inheriting property from his parents.  His mother was Elizabeth nee Carnall, who in all 

probability was related to the Samuel Carnall who died in 1809 owning land at Highfields.(2) 

 

 
 

 

Old Highfields 

 

 

 



34 

 

 
 

 

Highfields Cottage 
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In his family history(3), Sir Francis Dashwood, the 11th Baronet, says that Highfields 

and an adjacent studio at Marlow were built for Giuseppe Borgnis by his predecessor, these 

being conveniently halfway between West Wycombe and Medmenham Abbey on which 

Borgnis also worked.  Similarly, Plaisted(4) says that the house and the detached studio called 

The Four Doves were at Marlow.  However, the Tithe map of Marlow shows no house or 

studio on the site in 1843 (see Appendix 5.3).  Furthermore, a descendant of Peter Borgnis 

has suggested that the present house at Marlow was given the same name as a Highfields at 

West Wycombe(5), but if true the location of the latter is unknown.   The fact that there is a 

sizeable cellar below Old Highfields at Marlow - once said to be large enough to hold 4000 

bottles - may tell us more about Peter Borgnis' convivial nature than about the reported 

underground access to a cave in the hillside from Giuseppe's house. 

 

We can be sure of one thing: Old Highfields was built by 1851, as  Peter Borgnis was 

then living there with one servant.  He also owned the surrounding 23 acres, these stretching 

from Forty Green to the Henley Road, previously farmed by Thomas Wethered. 

 

In his series of articles in the Bucks Free Press in the 1930s, Colmer suggests(6) that 

Peter Borgnis was somewhat eccentric, living out of-doors for a twelve month, and keeping a 

gun loaded with raspberry jam to deter housebreakers.  Idiosyncratic he may have been, but 

he is reported to have been a kindly man and to have won public affection in a number of 

additional ways:  for example, by opening his house and offering tea to visitors on Sunday 

afternoons in the summer, and  by patronising local associations such as the Cricket Club and 

the Rowing Club. The latter is illustrated by his donation to the Rowing Club of a cup for 

Coxless Fours, which is still rowed for annually at the Marlow Regatta.  He also furthered the 

interests of Marlow in a business-like way, becoming a school governor, trustee of a savings 

bank, sponsor of the Scientific Institute (which later became the Library), and campaigner for 

a railway. 

 

The Great Marlow Railway Co Ltd. 

 

The Great Western Railway already had a line from Maidenhead to Wycombe by 1865 

when a serious attempt was made to create interest in a line from Bourne End to Marlow. This 

failed because of opposition from local landowners and the less than fulsome support of the 

GWR itself. Nevertheless, local interest remained high, and at a public meeting at the Crown 

Hotel on 29 August 1867, a committee was formed to devise and execute a plan for its 

development.  The committee considered an association with the GWR, but eventually decided 

to proceed independently, subject to the raising of the necessary financial backing.  That was 

followed by an agreement dated 16 December 1867 by which numerous subscribers undertook 

to take shares in what was to be known as The Great Marlow Railway Company: among these 

were Peter Borgnis of Highfield, James Carson of Spinfield, and Col.George Higginson of 

Gyldernscroft who agreed to take £100 each; Edwin Clark, who later became consulting 

engineer, took £200, but the largest contribution was made by Messrs Wethered who put up 

£2000.(7) 

 

Following parliamentary approval of the scheme in July 1868, Owen Wethered 

became chairman and Peter Borgnis vice-chairman of the new company, but their aims were 

bedevilled by the inability of the company to raise the necessary additional capital to make 

the project viable, despite the directors increasing their shareholdings and even giving 

personal security on bank loans over the next 3 years.(8) 
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The problem dragged on and came to a head at a meeting of the directors on 11 

March 1872, when it was reported that Peter Borgnis had refused to sign cheques for £1540 

to Messrs Wethered for the purchase of land while arrears of calls on their shares were 

outstanding.  Borgnis tendered his resignation, and Wethered vacated the chair for the 

purpose of a discussion, following which it was resolved "That Messrs Wethered be 

empowered to retain the amount of their calls until the Conveyance of their land to the 

Company is settled".  The minutes then record that "Mr Borgnis at the earnest request of the 

Board withdrew his resignation and resumed his former position as a Director of the 

Company".(9) 

 

  By various means the problems were overcome and the line between Bourne End and 

Marlow ultimately built, being formally opened for traffic on 27 June 1873.  Owen Wethered 

retired as chairman the following year, and was succeeded by Peter Borgnis who held the 

position for 14 years until he felt it necessary to retire on the grounds of failing health in 

March 1887. 

 

Executor and Trustee. 

 

  As previously stated, Peter Borgnis became an executor and trustee in his private 

capacity under the will of Robert Hammond who died in June 1855.  His duties towards the 

young widow and her two infants would have been keenly felt, especially as at the time she 

had no relatives in the near neighbourhood on whom to call for advice, but by his actions 

over more than 20 years following it is clear that he acted responsibly in that capacity and 

with advantage to the family. 

 

 

The Chambers Inheritance 

 

Anne Hammond (nee Chambers) had a sister Elizabeth on whom substantial property                 

had been settled when she married John Sparrow in 1806.  But Elizabeth died on 4                     

June 1819, leaving her estate for the use of her husband for life, then to her sister                       

Anne Hammond, then to Anne Hammond's 3rd son, then to Anne Hammond's other                    

sons in order of seniority and subject to certain conditions.(11)   

 

John Sparrow died on 27 October 1858, by which time Anne Hammond had died on 26 

October 1830, and Henry, her 3rd son, had died on 17 December 1830. The next in line to 

inherit were the sons of Anne Hammond by seniority, but Sidney had died unmarried on 4 

October 1824, and Robert had died on 7 June 1855 leaving two children: Elizabeth, and Robert 

Sharp Borgnis Hammond. On the death of John Sparrow, therefore, the property that 

descended from the will of Elizabeth Sparrow passed into the hands of Robert Hammond's 

executors, Daniel Thomas Sharp and Peter Borgnis, who acted as trustees during the minority 

of his children.(12) 

 

In order to secure the inheritance there was a term of Elizabeth Sparrow's will that required the 

immediate attention of the trustees, and on their application "R.S.B.Hammond took by grant 

from the Crown dated 13 July 1859 the surname of Chambers", though he was only 4 years 

old!  When he became a barrister in later life many may have thought that it was an apt and 

longsighted addition. 
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Homers 

It would seem that in 1870 Peter Borgnis, as trustee, saw merit in buying land and chose to 

invest in a farm called Homers, more recently known as Holmers on which the John Lewis 

shop was built.  It consisted of 123 acres and had been owned by the late William Rose. 

According to the deed(13),  Charlotte Rose had conveyed Homers to new trustees who later sold 

the property to trustees acting under "the last will or appointment of Mrs Sparrow". 

 

At this point we can leave Peter Borgnis concentrating on the problem of the railway 

and his other civic interests, but he returns to the story of the Hammonds at a later stage.   

Sources 

1. "West Wycombe Park". The National Trust. (1975) 

2. Particulars of Highfields sale in 1909. 

3. "The Dashwoods of West Wycombe" by Francis Dashwood. Aurum Press 

      (1987) 

4. "Romance of a Chiltern Village" by Arthur H.Plaisted,p.97 (1958). 

5. Mr C.Turner; personal communication. 

6. "Memorials of Marlow" by Francis Colmer. Bucks Free Press 

7. PRO ref: RAIL 230/4 

8. "GWR - The Marlow Branch" by P.Karau and C.Turner, p.11. Wild 

   Swan Publications (1988) 

9. PRO ref: RAIL 230/1 

          10. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 10 

          11. BCRO ref: W528 

          12. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 21 

          13. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 7  
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 R.S.B.Hammond-Chambers (1855-1907) 

 

From what has been said earlier it will be clear that the upbringing of Robert 

Hammond-Chambers would have been a matter for his mother and the trustees of his father's 

will to decide, and that he would have had no memory of his father.  He must therefore have 

been grateful that the trustees provided the means to send him first to Eton and then to 

Magdalen College, Oxford. 

 

Legal Career 

 

 After his graduation, Robert Hammond-Chambers became a student member of 

Lincoln's Inn in June 1876, and was called to the bar in 1879, joining the Midland Circuit and 

practising also in London. He was appointed Queen's Counsel in December 1897, and elected a 

Bencher of Lincoln's Inn in 1905. 

 

A small selection of the cases in which Robert Hammond-Chambers was involved can 

be found in Appendix 6. It has been pointed out(1) that in 1882 he was junior counsel for the 

defence in R v Coney, a leading case which still features in the text books.  It was heard before 

an 11-judge Divisional Court presided over by the Lord Chief Justice and concerned the issues 

whether a mere spectator (at a prize-fight) could be guilty of aiding and abetting an assault and 

whether consent (on the part of the prize-fighters) was a defence to assault. 

 

Of the others listed he was counsel in 18, except in the case of Rex v Slater in 1905 

where the trial judge was "Mr Commissioner Hammond-Chambers K.C."  This was an 

occasion where Robert had been appointed as an ad hoc Commissioner of Assize to supplement 

the Judges of Assize who would otherwise be High Court judges of the King's Bench Division. 

 

The last case mentioned, that of Drake v Footit in 1881, is of particular interest as it 

concerned Marlow and circumstances in which Robert Hammond-Chambers, at the age of 26, 

was neither judge nor counsel but victim.  The point of law at issue was whether persons whose 

property had suffered damage during the riot which followed the parliamentary election of 

1880 in Great Marlow were entitled to be compensated by the Hundred of Desborough. The 

Law Report(2) recalled the circumstances following the declaration at 6pm on 2 April that 

Colonel Williams had been elected:- 

 

"The headquarters of Colonel Williams were at the Crown Hotel, which faces 

the High Street of Great Marlow.  Shortly after 6pm a crowd collected in front of the 

hotel in which Colonel Williams then was, and began breaking the windows of the 

hotel. 

"They broke all the windows in front of the hotel, and several of the frames, 

with stones and brickbats, which were used freely.  A ladder, which happened to be 

resting against the front of the hotel, was driven by the mob through the windows 

with such force that it damaged the inside wall of one of the rooms made of lath and 

plaster there, the front rooms of the hotel were made a wreck. 
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"The mob charged the gates of the hotel, which were shut with difficulty, and 

barricaded.  The police outside, in number about twenty-six, seemed unable to stop 

the rioting, and several special constables were sworn in.  

"Some of the mob said they would burn down the hotel, and that the town 

should be worse than Sodom and Gomorrah. 

"The mob tore down a lamp fixed into the wall of the house of the respondent 

Footit, situate about twenty yards from the Crown Hotel, and with stones broke the 

windows of such house and injured the slates and masonry of his house and the iron 

shutters thereof. 

"(After describing the like damage to other houses, the case stated further.) 

"Above ninety houses in the town were similarly attacked and in part  destroyed,  

and the work of destruction continued without intermission until the rioters were 

charged when attacking the house of Mr.Hammond Chambers, who himself detected 

a rioter in the act of heaving a paving stone at his door, when he came up with the 

police. 

"About 9pm the same evening the Riot Act was read by a county magistrate, and 

special constables were sworn in who with a force of county police, about thirty 

minutes after the Act had been read, charged and dispersed the rioters, when 

attacking the house of Mr.Hammond Chambers.  Some of the police were injured 

and taken away insensible." 

 

The case had been brought by Drake, the Chief Constable of the county, who was 

appealing against an award at Petty Sessions of £16 and costs to Footit for the damage he had 

suffered. (He was just one of the many listed in the Bucks Free Press of 9 April 1880 as having 

responded to a handbill inviting claims on the county Treasury for damage; others included 

Mrs S.B.Hammond of Heathers.)  The judgement was for the appellant on the grounds, briefly, 

that the damage suffered did not amount to the felonious destruction or demolition of property 

to the extent for which the law provided redress. The solicitor for Footit was John Rawson of 

Great Marlow, and we can imagine that Robert Hammond-Chambers was not far behind in 

giving advice. 

 

Man of Property 

 

The family home, meanwhile, remained at Heathers in West Street, but whether the 

building-on of Stratton House in 1867 or thereabouts was intended eventually to provide him or 

someone else in the family with a separate home - Western House being leased - is not known.  

 

Clearly, the difference of opinion between Anne Hammond and the Bridge Committee 

in 1829 over ownership of the garden on which Stratton House was built had been resolved, and it 

is interesting to note that the Hammonds also had the use of a garden next to Borlase on the 

opposite side of the road. In fact, Robert Hammond-Chambers was responsible for knocking down 

the Old Barn and the House of Correction in 1881 to improve the view from Heathers, but in 1893 

the Governors of Borlase terminated the lease in order to extend the school, having consulted 

Robert to see whether he had any objection to the consequential loss of view.(3) 
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It was on 27 April 1876, some few months after Robert HammondChambers had 

reached his majority, that Peter Borgnis completed a conveyance to him of all the property in  

the Chambers Inheritance being held in trust.(4)  This consisted of 55 acres at Redpits (being 

part of Platts Farm, otherwise known as Hooks Farm), 10 acres in the Lower Common Field, 

land in the Goldhawk Road, London, and land near Hammersmith Bridge on the road to 

Barnes. 

 

The year 1879 was to be very significant for Robert Hammond-Chambers as not only 

did he become a barrister, but he married, and he made two property deals in Marlow.  The first 

concerned Holmers Farm, on which he had previously completed a disentailing deed, when on 

12 August he received £1000 from Frederick Lapworth of Brighton on the deposit of the 

deeds.(5)  This amount was repaid in 1898. 

 

The second was the purchase of Beech Lodge, Marlow, on 9 August 1879.  This 

property, which stood beside the Hare and Hounds on the Henley Road, had had a chequered 

history since it was bought by Wadham Wyndham in 1828.  Leaving aside Wyndham's 

personal history (his wife's affair with the Marquis of Chandos; appointment as a magistrate; 

denial of his request to be buried in the family grave, etc), he heavily mortgaged the property 

and was in such debt at his death in 1849 that Alfred Batting and other tradesmen in Marlow 

had to sue his executors.  Thereafter, Beech Lodge and 30 acres of what now constitutes Happy 

Valley were owned by Frederick Parker, followed by Frank Smedley and his descendants with 

whom Robert Hammond-Chambers contracted the purchase for £5700 in 1877, though the 

necessity for him to go to Chancery to disentail the Smedley connection meant that he could 

not complete until 1879.(6) 

 

 In 1884, Robert Hammond-Chambers built a new house on his land at Redpits, but he 

does not seem to have lived there as for the next 20 years or so Beechwood House was the 

home of H.W.Cripps Q.C. and his successors at a rent of £300 per annum.(7)  It was a 

substantial property consisting of 11 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, library, billiards room, and 3 

reception rooms; all set, including 3 cottages and a lodge, in 55 acres.
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It was in 1888 that Peter Borgnis died. Unmarried, he left Highfields and all his real and 

personal estate to "my Godson, Robert Sharp Borgnis Hammond-Chambers in loving memory 

of the long and enduring friendship that has existed between us".  He made many bequests, and 

also provided that his property should, on Robert's death, pass to whoever adopted Borgnis as a 

concluding surname "so that it may have a chance of not becoming extinct (it being well 

mentioned in several books)". 

 

At this point it is well to appreciate that apart from other land and houses he owned, 

Robert Hammond-Chambers held as of right all the prime land fronting and north of the 

Henley Road from Hooks Corner, down Redpits Hill to the Hare and Hounds (Beechwood, 70 

acres); Happy Valley (30 acres); and Highfields (24 acres).  A very considerable holding, 

hardly exceeded in quality or importance by that of anyone in Marlow.  Yet he does not seem 

to have settled in the town for at his death in 1907 his address was Woodhurst, Oxted 

 

Family 

 

Robert married Lucy, daughter of W.H.Brodhurst of the East India Civil Service, in 

1879.  They had 6 children.  The eldest boy was born in 1882 and named Robert Herbert 

Borgnis Hammond-Chambers, Peter Borgnis being a godfather; this son went into the navy, 

becoming a Commander by 1945.  The second son, named John Arnold Hammond-Chambers, 

adopted the surname of Borgnis and thereby came to inherit the residue of Peter Borgnis' 

estate.  Lucy died in 1890.  Robert S.B.Hammond-Chambers died in 1907, and in his will he 

expressed a wish that "all my personal property which consists of things of family interest such 

as pictures painted by my father, family portraits and relics, and documents relating to the 

family I give to my son Herbert".  It would be interesting to know whether these included the 

marble inlaid table that his father intended to be an heirloom, how good an artist Lt Robert 

Hammond (1798-1855) had been, and whether any of the relics still exist. 
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 The Times of Friday 26 July 1907 carried the following obituary:- 

 

     "Mr.Robert Sharp Borgnis Hammond-Chambers K.C., of Lincoln's Inn and the 

Midland Circuit, died suddenly at his residence in London yesterday morning from an 

internal complaint. He was at his chambers in the Temple on Tuesday, apparently in his 

usual health,  Mr Hammond-Chambers, who was born on February 3, 1855, was called 

to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in June 1879, was created a Queen's Counsel in December 

1897, and was a short time since elected a Bencher of his Inn.  He enjoyed a 

considerable practice both in London and on circuit, and he was a general favourite at 

the Bar on account of his genial qualities, good temper, and his unvarying courtesy.  

One of his last big cases was a defence in the trial of West Ham Guardians. 

 

"At Birmingham Assizes, yesterday, Mr Stanger K.C., referred to his death, 

expressing the sorrow with which the Midland Circuit had received the news.  They all 

admired his many intellectual gifts and all appreciated those admirable and sterling 

qualities which made a friend of everyone there.  They desired, the members not only of 

the Midland Circuit but also of the Oxford Circuit, to take that  

opportunity of giving some expression to the respect and affection they felt for their 

friend.  Mr Justice Jelf said both he and his brother Sutton associated themselves 

warmly with the expressions Mr Stanger had made with regard to Mr 

Hammond-Chambers.  He could assure them that no greater pain or grief had come to 

him from the loss of a member of their profession for a very long time than that he 

experienced when he received the quite unexpected news of Mr Hammond-Chambers 

death.  He had known him for many years, and he had always esteemed and loved him 

as a man, as an honest, courageous, and brave advocate, never turning a hair's breadth 

to the right or the left from what was right and true and just; but not only as an advocate 

had he known him, because he was associated with him on many occasions, and he felt 

a deep sorrow that he should no longer in this world have the pleasure of hearing his 

cheery voice and receiving the grasp of his hand.  He was a man, he himself thought, 

after his experience of him, of great learning, great reading, and many resources, and a 

man of very great culture." 

 

 

 

Sources 

 

           1. Mr G.F.Holborn, Librarian, Lincoln's Inn. Personal communication. 

           2. Law Report 7 QBD 201 (1881) 

           3. "History of Borlase School" by J.C.Davies (1932) 

           4. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 21 

           5. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 7 

           6. BCRO ref: BAS Marlow 8, 9 and 72 

           7. PRO ref: IR 58/39592/185 
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 Exodus 

 

 Lt.Robert Hammond (1798-1855) seems to have been the last Hammond to cultivate 

his land as there is no evidence of his successors holding any arable land, solely woodland and 

pasture.  The transition was probably encouraged by Peter Borgnis who had a good eye for 

property values, and it is he as trustee who is most likely to have disposed of the agricultural 

land at Copy Farm, in the Common Fields following their enclosure in 1855, and along 

Chalkpit Lane.  What was left was the land nearer urban Marlow of potentially greater value in 

development terms. 

 

During the lifetime of Robert Hammond-Chambers (1855-1907), Highfields and the 

new house at Beechwood were added to his property holdings in Marlow, although he is likely 

to have been responsible for the demolition of Beech Lodge next to the Hare and Hounds, for 

the sale of Heathers and Stratton House after his mother's death in 1896, and for the disposal of 

Holmers.  In the years that followed his own death, all the Hammond property in Marlow was 

sold off by his children and trustees. 

 

Sale in 1909 

 

At an auction held at the Crown Hotel on 19 April 1909, there was a sale of property 

owned by two sons of R.S.B.Hammond-Chambers:- 

 

Lt.Robert Herbert Borgnis Hammond Chambers sold off property inherited from his 

father: 

        

              1. Hanger Acre, being land by the Hand and Flowers; 

              2. An acre or so in Mill Lane; 

              3. About an acre on the corner of Mill Lane and South Place; 

              4. Nearly six acres fronting Marlow Common at Lord's Wood. 

 

John Arnold Hammond Chambers Borgnis sold off property - the whole embracing 24 

acres - inherited from Peter Borgnis: 

        

              1. Old Highfields and "a detached laundry with billiard room over, 

                  stabling for 5 horses, coach-house and harness-room"; 

              2. Three paddocks. 

 

After Peter Borgnis' death, Old Highfields was occupied by A.D.Cripps (son of 

H.W.Cripps at Beechwood House), a Marlow solicitor who had been Secretary of the Great 

Marlow Railway Company.  It must be assumed that the executors observed the will of Peter 

Borgnis that "all my household furniture wines silver and other domestic effects or any part of 

my household furniture shall not be sold by public auction (at least in Marlow)". 

 

It was in 1910 that Arthur Llewellyn Griffith-Williams built Tower House to the design 

of Lionel Crane on the land at Highfields, he having sold the Old House in West Street at about 

the same time. 

 

It was also at about this time that J.A.H.C.Borgnis sold the land adjoining the bridge on 

the Berks side where the Marlow Rowing Club had built its boathouse under a tenancy.(1)  
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Sale in 1913 

 

It was on 21 May 1913 in London that Beechwood and Western House were put up for 

auction by trustees, one of them being J.A.H.C.Borgnis.  Beechwood was offered with vacant 

possession, but the house was eventually demolished in 1956 to make way for a new 

development.  (The father of the present owner of Beechwood Nurseries was responsible for 

clearing the Nissen huts that had stood on the land since the army had occupied the property in 

the Second World War.) 

 

 The particulars of sale of Western House in 1913 spoke of it being an "old-fashioned 

family residence", and one can hardly imagine a less sympathetic description of what most 

fortunately still stands to grace West Street.  Admittedly, they qualified it as "charming", and 

probably what they meant to convey was that it was the old Hammond-family home, though 

currently let by them under a lease(2) from 1897 to 1916 at a rent of £150 per annum. 

 

For over 300 years the Hammonds had been associated with Marlow and had owned 

Western House for much of this time.  They left their marks on the town in substance and in 

particular before following each other, as in the words of the Rev.Thomas Langley: "in quiet 

order to the grave, like the soft undulations of a silvery lake, where each wave that dies is 

renewed in its successor, which makes way for another and another and another just to fill its 

place and depart".(3)    Some, as we have seen, were more influential than others, and some 

were content to live in quiet domesticity, but the image that will live longest in this observer's 

mind is that of Miss Mary Hammond (1768-1849) in her solitary later years at Western House, 

enjoying the peace of the place, living with her memories, and feeling the warmth of the setting 

sun while watching the world go by from the elegant summer-house on the corner of the 

garden. 
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Sources  

               1. "Records of The Marlow Rowing Club,1871-1921" by A.Davis (1921) 

               2. PRO ref: IR 58/39575/173 

               3. "The Book of Langley Estates" by the Rev.Thomas Langley (1798 
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     Appendix 4 

 

 Naval Service of Lt Robert Hammond  

  ( ADM 9/34/1664 ) 

 

 

 

                  Rank                   Ship                  From                   To                   Station 

 

Vol. 1st Class 

and Midshipman     Vigo            17/03/1812          23/12/1813             Baltic 

Mid                        Benbow        23/12/1813            9/10/1814            W.Indies 

 "                           Leonidas         9/10/1814          16/06/1815            N.America 

 "                           Hebrus           16/06/1815          26/09/1815      Off Cordovan Str 

 "                           Fly                 10/12/1815            7/05/1818         Newfoundland 

Mate       Proposed for Lieutenant (Aug. 1818) 

 "                            Pioneer          Dec.1818               Nov.1819               Downs 

 "                            Severn           Nov.1819              May 1820                    " 

 "                            Rochfort        May 1820              Apr.1824        Mediterranean 

 "                           Wellesley )      Oct.1824                Oct.1825      (Embarcation to 

 "                            Spartiate  )    Exchanged ships when out           (Rio de Janeiro 

              Admiralty leave              Dec.1825               Jul.1826 

 "                            Glasgow         Jul.1826               Jun.1827        Mediterranean 

Lieutenant              Glasgow         Jun.1827               Oct.1827                     " 

 "                            Gannet (18)    Oct.1827               Jun.1828                      " 

 "                            Dublin            Jan.1835                Apr.1836             S.America 

 

 

                          Summary:- 

 

                  Fifteen years service as Midshipman and Masters Mate, two of which 

                 were passed in Flagships in the Baltic, one in the West Indies, one in North 

                 America, two in Newfoundland, five in Flagships (principally) in the                                           

Mediterranean, one the Embassy to Petersburg and Rio de Janeiro, three on the                          

Home Station.  One year as Lieutenant of Glasgow and Gannet in Mediterranean.                      

One year and three months Lieutenant of Dublin (Flag) South America. 

 

                                              Signed 

 

                                           Robert Hammond 

 

                                              Gt.Marlow, Bucks.  17 October 1846 
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 Marlow Tithe Apportionment, 1843 

 

   Landowner               Occupier                Plot             Description              Usage      Area                       

 

Robert Hammond              Himself                                 643       House and Garden 0.1. 9 

                                                                                         672       Hanger Acre                    Grass 1.0. 3 

                                                                                         743       Little Ham                        Arable 2.2. 6 

        986 Wood   Wood 1.2.26 

         987 Wood    Wood 3.2.38 

                                 1032 Wood   Wood 0.2.13 

                                                          ______ 

                                                                              

                 9.3.15   

                                                                                                                                                            ======= 

 

Mary Hammond                644         House and Yards  0.2. 2 

645 Garden and Orchard  1.0 17 

646         House Meadow  Grass 5.1.39 

654         Meadow                                “         2.3.14 

655 Cottage and garden  0.0.21 

656         Orchard                                 " 0.1. 4 

657         Orchard                                 " 0.1.17 

                                                                                                                                   10.2.34 

                                                                                                                                                             ====== 

 

Thos.Wethered                  222          Purcelly Hill  Arable 

315         Upper Common Field    " 

317                   "                   " 

326                   "                     " 

328                   "                     " 

361 Lower Common Field            " 

375        "                "                 "          

390       "                    " 

395                             "       " 

399                             "      " 

402                             "      "   

426                             "      " 

428                             "      " 

434                             "        " 

455                             "       " 

467                             "                           " 

520                             "        " 

528                             "        " 

535                             "    Grass 

542                             "        " 

549                             "        " 

551 Lower Common Field Arable 

552                             "       " 

707                   Mare Field         " 

733               Great Ham Field        " 

735                            "        " 

738               Little Ham Field        " 

758                Tenants Mead                    "  1.0. 3 

761                            "        "  1.0. 4 

887                  Long Close        "  7.3.12 

964                Phillips Close                    "  4.2.10 

                                                                                                                                                                 ________ 

                                                                                                  55.2.27 

                                                                                                        ====== 



55 

 

 

Robert Hammond cont.          William and John  394 Lower Common Field Arable 

    Hewett                             396                        "      " 

  (Hooks Farm)                    398                        "      " 

400                         "      " 

585                          "      " 

591                          "       " 

729            Great Ham Field       " 

731                          "       " 

737                          "                      " 

739                          "        " 

762                Tenants Mead                   "  1.0. 7 

901              Grubbed Ground                "  7.2. 0 

902               Lower Red Pits       " 20.2.20 

903                    Red Pits         " 11.2.34 

________ 

55.2.32 

======== 

 

Joseph & William              565 Close              1.0.38                           

 Wright                      ========                                         

 

 

John Moss                           570 Close        0.3.14                         

======== 

 

 

John Gibbons                     955               Eight Acres  Arable 

 (Copy Farm) 959 Lower White Hill                     " 

960             Sixteen Acres                      " 

                                         1020             Lower Pienetts       " 

                           1021              Pienetts       " 

                                         1022           Upper White Hill       " 

            1025        Shoulder of Mutton Field        " 

            1033                 Witches       " 

               1035 Cottage,Rick Yard etc        " 

                            1038                Pienetts                      " 

                           1040               Hill Field                            " 

             1042         Garden                       "                                          

                          

 ________

   107.2. 9   

                ======== 

 

James Winkworth 965 Cottage and Garden        0.1.26

                              and William Howard                                                                            ======== 

 

Thomas Mead                    988           Garden        0.1.18    

                 ======== 

 

Mary Hammond                 Herself                               129          Linsees Wood Wood      41.3. 8 

982      "      19.2.37 

                                   1045       "      35.2.33         

 

                                 97.0.38 

                  ======== 

 

Robert Hammond  658 Townsend Meadow Grass       0.3.34 

                   ======== 
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Mary Hammond cont.        George Wyatt                    993           Kiln Field Arable         8.0. 0 

994           Clay Pit                 "              10.0.20 

996 Barn,Yard,Cottage         0.0.17 

998           The Meadow  Grass      4.0.24 

999          Butchers Close  Arable      5.3.30 

________ 

    28.1.11 

======== 

 

 

Joseph Pratt                        995            Garden      0.0. 

======== 

 

 

John Blackwell  997 House,Smithy,Garden     0.0.25 

            1000 Butchers Close and 

                                                                Cherry Orchard Grass    3.0.21 

_______ 

    3.1. 6 

======= 

 

 

Peter Borgnis                      Thos.Wethered                  872              Plantation Wood    0.0.22 

872a                   "      "    0.0.24 

873         Lower Common Field   Grass    9.0.34 

874                Plantation  Wood    1.2.12 

875                      "      "    0.2. 4 

876 Middle High Field Grass    5.0.33 

877              Plantation Wood    0.2.16 

878                     "      "    1.2.24 

879        Upper High Field  Arable    4.3.18 

_______ 

 23.3.27 

======= 

 

 

Wadham Wyndham         George Wyatt  518 Lower Common Field Arable  0.3. 5 

537             "            "          "          "  5.2.24 

867              Home Close  Grass  1.2.23 

868               Orchard                           "  1.1. 2 

870           Four Acre Field  Arable  3.3.22 

871           Chambers Dean    "  5.2. 8 

899               "               "   "  3.1.28 

900 Twelve Acre Field   " 8.2.14  

                                                          30.3. 6                     

 ===== 

 

Himself  866 Beech Lodge, Stable and 

                                                               Garden    1.2. 5 

866A           Plantation  Wood  0.1.32 

869                Wood  Wood  2.0.28 

898             Plantation  Wood       1.0.17  

                                                                                         5.1. 2 

======= 
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William Rose                    Elizabeth Rogers  62 Rucketts Croft 

(Homers Farm)  63 West Field 

64 West Meadow 

65 Great Orchard 

66 Homestead 

67 Nineteen Acres 

68 Upper Strawberry Hill 

69 Lower    "         " 

70 Juniper Hill 

71 Crab Tree Close 

72 Great Homers 

73 Cottage and Garden 

74 Little Field 

75 High Field                             ________ 

                                                                                123.0. 0                                                         

                                                                                           ======== 
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