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 I often wish’d that I had clear, 

      For life, six hundred pounds a-year, 

           A handsome house to lodge a friend, 

     A river at my garden’s end, 

 A terrace walk, and half a rood 

   Of land, set out to plant a wood. 

 

Imitation of Horace. Jonathan Swift, 1714. 

  



 

 

 

 Introduction 

 It should be understood that the house in question is, or more precisely was, Thames 

Lawn that stood on the banks of the Thames at the end of St Peter’s Street in Marlow, opposite 

the weir.  Furthermore, the Cocks in question was a family of that name whose members lived in 

the house for nearly the whole of the 19th century. 

 

The house, much modified over the years to become the picture in the frontispiece, was 

demolished after being gutted by fire in 1992, and all the people have long since gone; but 

because it seemed likely that both it and they had played a significant part in the history of the 

town, this study was the result.   Although most of what was discovered about the family did not 

concern Marlow directly, being largely concerned with events elsewhere, the house, like all 

homes, would have taken on a character based on their experiences and some licence has 

therefore been taken in tracing out those influences.  It is hoped, however, that this historical 

backdrop will add a little to the recollection of the house and of its happy conjunction with bridge, 

church, weir and lock at Marlow that was  appreciated by all who knew it. 
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 THE FOUNDATIONS 

 

Thames Lawn in Marlow, or Thames Bank as it was known for many years, can be traced 

back to the early 1700's when John Lofting, who manufactured thimbles at the town mills, 

acquired the property then partly owned by Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper of Western House.  

It passed through other hands until it was purchased in 1769 by Sarah Winford who is thought to 

have rebuilt or remodelled the house and named it Thames Bank.  At the time of the sketch 

below, the towpath ran in front of the house, and it is likely that this could be accessed from the 

garden down some steps through the gap in the wall, the river then being much lower before the 

pound lock was built. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thames Bank c.1770 

 

When Sarah Winford died in 1793 the house was left to her youngest daughter, Harriet, 

who is thought to have removed the top storey in fear of fire, though why she should think that 

fire was more likely on the top floor than any other, or that the chance of escape from the second 

was a more acceptable risk than from the third, is obscure, and aesthetic considerations seem an 

equally probable explanation. If not she, then Richard Foster who owned the house from 1803 to 

1814 may have made that change at the same time as he was building mews cottages and stables 

in the grounds of Thames Bank. In any event, the top floor had gone when the house came into 

the possession of Admiral James Nicoll Morris by 1814 - about whom more later - when the 

house included a new colonnade. 

 



 

 

 

Thames Bank  c.1805 

In the decades that followed, during which the Cocks family was in occupation, various 

additions were made to the property.  In 1842, the shaded area in the plan below was added to 

the kitchen garden of Thames Bank north of the alley, this being bought from George Cannon 

(whose initials and the date 1846 can still be seen on the row of terraced houses in Mill Lane) and 

which had previously been part of Platts Farm but was then unoccupied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

          

 

 

 

The Kitchen Garden,  

Thames Bank, 1842 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1860, a wharf and the Waterman’s Arms at the end of St Peter’s Street were purchased 

from Owen and Lawrence Wethered; followed in 1861 by the purchase of land known as 

Brinkhurst’s Charity Wharf.   According to A.H.Cocks (Records of Bucks, Vol.10, p.381): 

 

“My father purchased the wharf and the Waterman’s Arms, and threw the former into the 

garden, while the latter was adapted, from the plans of the late Richard D. Coad, an 

assistant of Sir Gilbert Scott, to form bachelors’ quarters; and the barge-horse stables were 

revolutionised into entrance lodge, the direction of the drive being slightly altered, and the 

old lodge pulled down.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wharves, Thames Bank, 1861 

 

 

 

The first reasonably accurate survey of Thames Bank, produced in 1891 showed that it 

included two plots of land to the east of Mill Lane.  These, presumably, were the pastures called 

Bonners Close and Goodyers Close and had remained part of the estate until sold that year.   

During the period with which we are concerned, the last survey of Thames Bank was taken in 

1900 when the Cocks family ended its connection with the house. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The estate, Thames Bank, 1891 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The estate, Thames Bank, 1900 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of Thames Lawn, 1964

 

 

View of Thames Lawn, 1964 1 



 

 

 

The illustration of Thames Lawn in 1964 on the previous page conveys aspects of the 

house less familiar than that of the river frontage, but it equally portrays the house in its final form 

before demolition.  While the north facing side with its front door had probably changed very 

little since the days of Admiral Sir James Nicoll Morris,  Pevsner has pointed out (p.461) that the 

Tuscan colonnade across the river front and the portico on the west side were early 20th century 

alterations (pre-1926).  These alterations, as can be seen from the pictures of the century before, 

replaced the glass-topped verandah and conservatory that the Cocks family would have known. 

 

A chronological list of the developments relating to the house successively called 

Goodyers, Thames Bank, Lymbrook, and finally Thames Lawn is given in Appendix 1.  For the 

rest of this account it will be referred to as Thames Bank as this was the name by which it was 

known to the Cocks family. 

  



 

 

 

THE COCKS FAMILY CENTURY 

 

 Thomas Somers Cocks (1) and Family 

 

The first member of the Cocks family to live at Thames Bank was Margaretta Sarah in 

1811. She was the second daughter of Thomas Somers Cocks (1) - so numbered because we shall 

come across three men of that name during the course of this story - and she had married Captain 

James Nicoll Morris RN some 10 years earlier.  To understand her position and something of her 

social standing in life, a few notes on the early family history are appropriate. 

 

Margaretta’s father came from a prestigious land-owning family whose ancestral home 

was in Herefordshire, its most distinguished member having been Lord High Chancellor in the 

reign of William III.  Thomas was a sixth son and therefore not first in line to succeed 

substantially to the family fortunes, yet when still under 40 years of age he had become a partner 

in the firm of Cocks and Biddulph, bankers of 43 Charing Cross, a locality that was very different 

in the 1770's from what we know today.  For one thing, Trafalgar Square had not yet been 

created, the area being occupied by the Royal Mews, and Charing Cross was far from salubrious. 

In his autobiography of 1833, Francis Place, the political reformer who lived nearby, said that 

Nos. 17, 22 and 28 Charing Cross were brothels; that No.24 was a gin shop frequented by 

prostitutes and soldiers; and that the most respectable occupants of the street were a barber and a 

silversmith.  Nevertheless, it may have been a suitable locality for private banking business 

given the proximity of Drummonds’ off Spring Gardens, Coutts’ in the Strand, and Hoare’s in 

Fleet Street. 

 

One may suspect, however, that the living accommodation over the bank was not deemed 

suitable as a home by Thomas’ wife Anne, for in 1773 the family moved from St Pancras to 

No.12 Downing Street where Margaretta and later children were born.  This was to be their 

home for the next 23 years.   How Margaretta was educated and then introduced into society 

must remain pure speculation, but it would be reasonable to expect that she was given every 

opportunity to meet others of her own social standing.  After all, there was no better place than 

London for hostesses to arrange social occasions such as dinners, balls, and garden parties for this 

purpose, let alone the opportunities for the privileged to attend a Royal levée or drawing-room. 



 

 

 

 

 The Cocks Family of London and Thames Bank, Marlow 

 

 

 

Thomas Somers Cocks (1)     =   Anne Thistlethwayte (1768) 

1737-1796             1748 -1817 

 

 

 

Thomas Somers Cocks (2)          Catherine                     Margaretta  Sarah           Maria       

      1781-1859                1774 -1844                     1776 -1842   1777-1849              

= Agneta Pole Carew (1813)   = James Gladell Vernon (1802)   = James Nicoll Morris (1802)     = William Hargood (1811) 

       1791-1836              1744-1819        1763-1830           1762-1839 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Somers Cocks (3)   Jemima Anne Cocks    1813 -1875 

1815-1899           Reginald Thistlethwayte Cocks 1816 -1895       -  Henrietta Stuart (1840)   -1894 

= Sarah Louisa Griffith Wynne (1842)   Charlotte Agneta Cocks  1818-1903 

          1817-1894    Charles Lygon Cocks  1821-1885      = Josephine Chichester Nagle (1870) 

  Walter Carew Cocks  1824-1898       = Isabella Susan Alderson (1856) 1830-1894 

  Henrietta Maria Cocks  1826-1915 

  Octavius Yorke Cocks  1828-1893 

 

 

 

  

 

Thomas Somers Vernon Cocks          Alfred Heneage Cocks Alice Agneta 

      1850-1932                          1851-1928  1853-1899 

= Ethel Mary Fellowes (1888)  = Rev. Walter Hill (1895) 

 

 

 

 

Charles Vernon Somers Cocks 

      1895- 1977 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Downing Street Years 

In 1773 Thomas Somers Cocks took a lease on a house in Downing Street, London.  At 

the time, the street consisted of 15 houses on three sides of a cul-de-sac entered from King Street, 

now called Whitehall; and this was before the building of the Treasury, the Foreign Office and the 

Cabinet Office as we see them today in Great George Street and Parliament Street.  Downing 

Street was described by Strype as “a pretty open place especially at the upper end where are four 

or five very large and well-built houses, fit for persons of honour and quality, each having a 

pleasant prospect into St James’ Park, with a Tarras walk”   In 1827 it would have looked much 

like the picture now in the Cruse Collection, British Museum, painted by J.C.Buckley shortly 

before major reconstruction of the surrounding area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The house that Cocks occupied was the last one on the right or northern side of the 

street, and was to become  the official residence of the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer.  It was a substantial house some 43' wide and 48' deep on four floors, 

with a terrace at the back overlooking a garden, and with a subterranean passage 

under the far building into St James’ Park.  Cocks paid £2700 for the house.  

The previous occupier had been the Bishop of Ely. 

 



 

 

 

 

While Cocks was living in Downing Street his house was numbered 12 in the street, and  

No.10 was available for the use of the Prime Minister, as it had been since 1742. The small house 

between the two was only added to the premises of the Chancellor of the Exchequer many years 

later when the whole was re-designated as No.11 Downing Street. 

 

Little is known about the interior of Cocks’ house as considerable alterations were made 

by the architect Soane in the conversion of 1846, except that the Adam-period mantelpiece in the 

dining room survived. The exterior of the house, however, has remained much as Cocks would 

have known it, as in the photographs below: the first taken most probably after the 1939-45 war 

and the second in 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

The door on the right with a window either side is the entrance to No.10; the next door 

with one window is the disused (railed off) entrance to a small house that was added to the partly 

stuccoed end house that Cocks occupied from 1773 to 1796.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When considering relative size, however, it has to be appreciated that ever since Walpole was 

Prime Minister, No.10 has extended back from Downing Street to include two other houses, one 

of which still contains the Cabinet Room. The following plans show the layout of the ground and 

first floors of the Downing Street houses after the major reconstruction of 1960, when all the 

living accommodation was put on the second floor. The area of the house occupied by Cocks is 

edged in red. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Matters 

It would be reasonable to assume that Cocks found it advantageous to move to Downing 

Street in 1773 as it was only a short distance from the bank at 43 Charing Cross and, at age 36 

with a growing family, he would have valued the prospect of some appropriate socialising with 

his illustrious and influential neighbours, whoever they might be from time to time. The house 

had been empty for a year or more following the death of its last occupier, the Bishop of Ely, and 

given that Cocks’ brother, Philip, was Prebendary of Lincoln, it is conceivable that strings were 

pulled to allow Thomas Somers Cocks the option of taking up the lapsed lease. 

 

When Cocks moved in, Lord North was Prime Minister dealing unhappily with problems 

in North America, the consequences of the French Revolution, and his failure to live within his 

private means; the last to such an extent that the advent of a new neighbour with access to fund 

may have brought him some pleasurable anticipation of relief. On the public front, international  

 



 

 

 

relations remained critical following the American Declaration of Independence in 1776, and the  

opening of war against France in 1779.  As the markets began increasingly to suffer and 

unemployment to increase, public opinion turned against North for procrastination and his house 

in Downing Street was attacked by rioters. We do not know whether the Cocks household was 

affected, but it must have been disturbed at the proximity of violence, and similarly when the 

Gordon Riots in 1780 spread over London and into Downing Street.  Following the loss of the 

American Colonies, North resigned and William Pitt the Younger moved into No.10 on his 

appointment as Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1782, but he stayed only briefly as the Tory 

Government went out of office for some months.  In December 1783, however, William Pitt was 

back in Downing Street, this time as Prime Minister at the age of 24. 

 

By all accounts Pitt was a shy, solitary man who did not make friends easily, and he never 

married.  His younger sister Harriot paid several visits to Downing Street before making her 

home there to act as his hostess.   She was vivacious, witty and charming, and occasionally 

added her own friends to the dinner parties she arranged.   Harriot was being courted by Edward 

Eliot MP, a close friend of Pitt’s since their days together at Cambridge, and was surprised by the 

attention paid to her by John Cocks (laterViscount Eastnor and builder of Eastnor Castle), eldest 

son of Sir Charles Cocks and nephew of the Thomas Somers Cocks (1) in Downing Street.  As 

Harriot said in a letter dated 23 June 1783 to her mother, Lady Chatham: 

“..........I have some how or other without ye least meaning it contrived in ye course of a 

very short acquaintance to make so much impression upon a first cousin of Mr E-----t’s 

that last week at Ranelagh I had a speech from him that was very near tantamount to a 

proposal, and which was followed up by a visit from him ye day after notwithstanding I 

was not very encouraging in my answer.” 

 

In fact, Harriot subsequently admitted that she may have mistakenly taken him for a rival, 

rather than the friend that he was of Edward Eliot whom she married in 1785.  (A chart follows 

illustrating the relationship then established between the Pitt, Eliot and Cocks families.)  

Relations between Thomas Somers Cocks (1) and his near neighbour may have been somewhat 

formal hitherto, despite the overtures of John Cocks, but Harriot’s marriage to Eliot would at least 

have permitted a closer degree of familiarity between the households.   Sadly, Harriot died in 

1787, shortly after giving birth to a daughter.   Pitt was so deeply affected that King George III 

admitted “I owne I dread the effect.....on Mr Pitt’s health”.  Undoubtedly the Cocks family 

offered sympathy and support to Pitt, and to Edward Eliot who went to live with Pitt at No.10. 

 



 

 

 

Downing Street and the Cocks connection. 

 

 

 

 

 
  Richard Eliot of Port Eliot, Cornwall  John Cocks of Castleditch, Herefordshire 

                 Auditor and Receiver General to Prince of Wales   d. 1775 

   d. 1748 

 

 

 

William Pitt, the Elder 

      1708-1778 

1st Earl of Chatham  

   Prime Minister 1766 

 

 

 

 

                  Edward Eliot           Elizabeth =     Charles Cocks        Thomas Somers Cocks (1)                     

       1727-1804                          1725-1806           1737-1796 

     1st Baron Eliot of St Germans    1st Lord Somers Banker of 12 Downing St.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Pitt, the      Harriot Pitt  =  Edward Eliot     John Eliot             Thomas Somers Cocks (2) 

Younger 1759-180        d. 1787     1758-1797      1761-1823                         1781- 1859 

  PM 1783-1801           Lord of the Treasury 1st Earl of St Germans          = Agneta, 5th d. of 

  1804-1806                                     of 11 and 12 Downing St        Rt Hon R. Pole Carew 

           = (1) Caroline Yorke 

           = (2) Harriet, d. of  

             Rt Hon R. Pole Carew,  

 

 

 

  

          Thomas Somers Cocks (3) 

                  1815-1899 

          of Thames Bank, Marlow



 

 

 

Thomas Somers Cocks (1) died in 1796 at Castleditch, Herefordshire, the home of his 

brother Charles, who had become Lord Somers.  In April the following year, the executors of  

his will sold the residue of the lease of No.12 Downing Street for £3500 to the Hon. John Eliot, 

the younger brother of Edward Eliot who died later in 1797 age 39.   The widowed Mrs Anne 

Somers Cocks, and presumably her children, went to live at 36 Old Queen Street, SW1. 

 

        ( In 1805 the Commissioners of H.M.Treasury proposed purchasing the house and joining 

it to the house occupied by the Judge-Advocate  (ie the end house in Buckley’s painting) for 

Government purposes.  As Eliot was amenable, the house was duly sold and it became the 

official residence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. ) 

 

Early in 1802, Catherine Cocks, the eldest daughter, married James Vernon, the ex private 

secretary of William Pitt.  Quite possibly they had become acquainted while the Cocks’ were 

living in Downing Street, and although he was much older than Catherine he was relatively 

wealthy and would have been regarded by her widowed mother as a suitable son-in-law. 

 

In October 1802, Margaretta married James Morris at St Margaret’s, Westminster, the 

service being conducted by her uncle, the Rev. Philip Yorke, Prebendary of Ely; she was age 26 

and he some 13 years older.  There is no indication of where they went to live before coming to 

Marlow in 1811. 

 

Captain James Morris had already distinguished himself in actions at sea (see Appendix 4, 

“Naval Biographies”), and had been given the honour of carrying Lord Elgin - he of the marbles - 

to Constantinople where he was to become Ambassador to Turkey.   Fortunately for Margaretta, 

her husband was appointed in 1803 to a shore-based post at Harwich where he was put in charge 

of arranging coastal defences, the threat of invasion by the French still being a real possibility.  

Inevitably, Margaretta’s circle of acquaintances would henceforth include many of her husband’s 

friends, one such being Captain William Hargood who had command of a ship forming part of the 

Mediterranean fleet.  By the end of the year, however, both men were back at sea, Morris in the 

Colossus and Hargood in the Belleisle, being part of the fleet under Nelson searching for the 

French and Spanish fleets which were eventually brought to battle off the Cape of Trafalgar. 

  



 

 

 

Captains Courageous 

 

There can be little doubt that the Battle of Trafalgar in October 1805 was the crowning 

achievement in the naval careers of Captain James Nicoll Morris of the Colossus and of Captain 

William Hargood of the Belleisle, who were friends but not yet the brothers-in-law they were to 

become.  They were both highly experienced sailors, each with command over a ship-of-the-line 

carrying 74 guns and about 600 men, and were part of the fleet that had been searching over many 

months for the French fleet, seeking to engage it in battle wherever it might be found.  

Eventually,  some 35 enemy ships were discovered in the port of Cadiz, and the Colossus was 

one of 4 ships detailed to keep watch on the port from a distance while the main fleet under 

Admiral Nelson was assembled. 

 

On 21 October, the combined French and Spanish fleet under the overall command of 

Admiral Villeneuve sailed from Cadiz, and Nelson finalised his battle plan.  This was to cut 

through the line of enemy ships and then engage them individually, doing as much damage as 

possible at the centre and rear of the line before the lead enemy ships could tack and return to join 

the fray - a departure from the conventional opening of naval battles in which opposing ships 

formed parallel lines and simply blasted away at one another.  By 11.30 that morning the 

approach appeared as follows:- 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

It will be seen that the British ships were in 2 lines; Nelson in the Victory led the northerly 

division of 13 ships.  About a mile to the south, Admiral Collingwood, second in command of 

the fleet in the Royal Sovereign, led the lee division of 14 ships, he being followed closely by 

Hargood in the Belleisle and by Morris in the Colossus. 

 

  Because of the angle of approach by the English ships, few of their armaments 

(predominantly broadside) could be brought to bear until the last moment, whereas the French and 

Spanish ships had the advantage of line-of-sight for their guns, and closing range to defend 

themselves most effectively. Also as a result of wind and course, it was the Royal Sovereign that 

was the first of all the English ships to open fire as she passed behind the Santa Anna - some 10 

minutes before the Victory could get engaged - and it was the Belleisle that followed closely 

behind the Royal Sovereign.   One of the officers on the Belleisle described the scene as 

follows:- 

“At a quarter before twelve, seven or eight of the enemy’s ships opened their fire upon the 

Royal Sovereign and Belleisle, and as we were steering directly for them we could only 

remain passive, and perseveringly approach the post we were to occupy.......This was a 

trying moment.  Captain Hargood had taken his station at the forepart of the quarterdeck, 

on the starboard side.....whence he issued his orders for the men to lie down at their 

quarters, and with the utmost coolness directed the ship. The silence on board.....was 

broken only by (his) strong voice...’Steady!’ or ‘Starboard a little!’, and occasionally by 

an officer calling to the now impatient men, ‘Lie down there, you sir!’.” 

 

The impact on the Belleisle was considerable, and more than 50 were killed or wounded before 

she fired a shot, seeing which the First Lieutenant asked Captain Hargood whether it might not be 

better to turn broadside and fire, if only to cover the ship in smoke. 

 

“The gallant man’s reply was......emphatic: ‘No; we are ordered to go through the line, and 

go we shall!’  This state of things had lasted about twenty minutes, and it required the 

tact of the more experienced officers to keep up the spirits of those round them, by 

repeating ‘We shall soon begin our work’.....until our energies were joyfully called into 

play by the command, ‘Stand to your guns!’    On that the Master earnestly addressed 

the Captain: ‘Shall we go through, sir?’ ‘Go through by ----- !’ was the energetic 

reply........We were soon passing slowly through the line, and our fire was opened on a 

ship on each side.....” 

 

As the Belleisle followed the Royal Sovereign through the line she engaged the Santa Anna to 

port and the Fougueux to starboard, becoming locked by rigging to the latter for about an hour 

while they fired broadsides at one another at point blank range.  Hargood’s ship, extensively 

damaged, drifted away and was hampered in engaging other ships by a fallen mizzen mast.  Her  



 

 

 

 

most pertinacious attacker then became the French Neptune.  The narrative continues: 

“About two o’clock (our) mainmast fell over the larboard side, and half an hour afterwards 

the foremast fell over the starboard bow.  Thus was the Belleisle a total wreck, without 

the means of returning the fire of the enemy except from the very few guns still 

unencumbered by the wreck of the masts and rigging.  Every exertion continued to be 

made for presenting the best resistance, and offering the greatest annoyance to the enemy.  

Guns were run out from the stern ports on each deck, and all that intelligence could 

suggest and discipline effect was done.  Our loss, though, was then becoming severe.  

The First and Junior Lieutenants had both been mortally wounded.....early in the action.  

About the same time the Captain was knocked down and severely bruised by a splinter, 

but he refused to leave the deck.” 

 

Hargood was badly bruised from throat to waist, and of this incident another member of the 

Belleisle’s crew wrote: 

 

 “The splinter-netting was cut away and knocked Hargood down and entangled him in the 

meshes.  On getting clear, half stunned.....by the blow, he called out: “Let ‘em come on; 

I’ll be  d----d if I’ll strike (surrender).  No, never - to nobody whatever.” 

 

By 2.30 pm the disposition of the opposing ships was as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Describing their position, the Belleisle’s story continues: 

 

“At half-past two our foremast was shot away close to the deck.  In this unmanageable 

state we were but seldom capable of annoying our antagonists, while they had the power 

of choosing their distance, and every shot from them did considerable execution.  We had 

suffered severely, and those on the poop were now ordered to assist at the quarterdeck 

guns, where we continued till the action ceased.  Until half-past three we remained in this 

harassing position.  The only means at all in our power of bringing our battery towards 

the enemy was to use the sweeps out of the gunroom ports.  To these we had recourse, 

but without effect....and we lay a mere hulk, covered in wreck and rolling with the swell. 

 

“At this hour a two-decker ship was seen, apparently steering towards us.  It can easily be 

imagined with what anxiety every eye turned towards this formidable object, which would 

either relieve us from our unwelcome neighbours or render our situation desperate.....and 

it is impossible to express our emotion as an alteration of the stranger’s course displayed 

the White Ensign to our sight.  The Swiftsure, an English 74, came looming through the 

smoke...... passed our stern..... and boldly steered for.... the French Neptune which had so 

long annoyed us." 

 

One of Swiftsure’s lieutenants noted that, despite being an immovable log, the Belleisle 

kept up a smart fire upon the enemy whenever it was possible to bring a gun to bear.  The 

Belleisle was virtually a total wreck, but before she was taken in tow by the Naiad around five in 

the evening, Hargood had the satisfaction of taking possession of the Spanish Argonauta. 

 

For his part, Morris was similarly heavily engaged.  Clowes (Vol.5, page 154) 

summarised the part played by the Colossus: 

“The Colossus, as she neared the enemy, made as if to pass astern of the French Swiftsure 

(to be distinguished from the English Swiftsure in the same action).  The Frenchman, to 

avoid being raked, bore up; and the Colossus ran past her starboard side, and presently 

found herself locked broadside to broadside with Argonauta, which lay to leeward.  

Captain Morris’ starboard battery had nearly silenced the Frenchman’s port one within 10 

minutes, and the Argonauta seemed ready to strike, when the ships drifted apart.  As the 

Frenchman paid off however she was well raked by her antagonist which, during the 

whole period, had been steadily engaged also, not only with the French Swiftsure which 

lay on her port quarter, but also with the Bahama, which lay nearly on her port beam.  

Just before 3 pm the French Swiftsure, which by that time had forged so far ahead as to 

shut out the fire of the Bahama, and as to receive the full broadside of the Colossus, 

dropped astern, practically beaten, and once more exposed the Bahama.   The Colossus 

quickly obliged the latter to surrender.  In the meanwhile the French Swiftsure made a 

last effort, endeavouring to bear up under the Colossus’s stern; but Morris wore very 

smartly, escaped most of the fire that had been intended to rake him, and delivered his 

starboard broadside.  Almost simultaneously, the Orion poured another broadside into the 

Frenchman, whereupon the Swiftsure signified that she submitted.  Both she and the 

Bahama were taken possession of  by the Colossus, which had the distinction of having 

suffered more heavily in killed and wounded combined than any other British ship.” 



 

 

 

 

In fact, the Colossus lost 40 killed and 160 wounded in the action, virtually one-third of 

the ship’s complement.  Captain Morris was severely wounded in the knee by one of the last 

salvoes from the Argonauta and was obliged to apply a tourniquet to his thigh to stop the 

bleeding, but he refused to leave the poop.  By the time the action had ended and the 

Agamemnon had taken the Colossus in tow, Morris had become so weak from loss of blood that 

he was carried below, and on arrival at Gibraltar he was conveyed on shore in his cot to the 

hospital.  Another of the wounded was a Midshipman F.Thistlethwayte who received a musket 

ball in the arm, and he was undoubtedly a relative of  Morris’ wife.  

 

The aftermath of battle 

By the end of the battle, Collingwood had captured 17 enemy ships, but 14 of these were 

lost in the storm that blew up in the evening, either sinking or being wrecked on the shore.  Thus 

the victorious crews were substantially deprived of the prize-money normally awarded in the 

circumstances, and their reward was more the glory of the occasion.   Admiral Collingwood 

received a barony and £3362 in prize money, while Ordinary Seamen received something over £6 

each in prize money, and all officers received a gold medal and the thanks of both Houses of 

Parliament.  While a fund was established by Parliament to provide relief to the wounded or 

bereaved, it took another 38 years before the nation found sufficient money to erect a column in 

Trafalgar Square and dedicate it to the memory of its much loved hero, Admiral Horatio Nelson. 

 

As a result of serving together on the same ships for some five years in their early days at 

sea, Captain Hargood had become a life-long friend of the Duke of Clarence, later King William 

IV (see Appendix 4 “Naval Biographies”, note 9), and some indication of the affection held for 

one another is evident in the letter that the Duke wrote to Hargood shortly after the victory at 

Trafalgar, as follows: 

“Bushy House, Friday Night 

“I congratulate you from the bottom of my heart that at last you have had the opportunity 

of convincing your brother officers of those merits which I have long known you to 

possess.  Everybody that had the honour and glory of sharing in the action speak and 

write in the highest terms of the Belleisle and her gallant commander.  To me it is a 

matter of great satisfaction that my old shipmate is so well thought of.  I hope to see you, 

that we may converse over the action, and that I may be the master of the subject.  

Besides, I must consider you as a child of my own, and we are to celebrate the victory 

here, which I have  



 

 

 

 

not yet done till you can be present.  I wish another brave fellow could have witnessed 

our rejoicings, but he is gone.  I mean my friend Nelson.  You well know my 

attachment and friendship for him, and you may therefore easily conceive what I must 

have felt, at the moment of the most brilliant victory, to lose my friend covered with glory 

and entitled to the first honours of a grateful country.  I did not think it was possible, but 

for one of my dearest relations, to have felt what I have and what I do still, for Nelson.   

I shall now conclude as I trust to see you shortly; but I must request you will let me know 

the day, that we may arrange your reception.  You cannot refuse the pleasure to several 

young ladies and gentlemen, who talk of nothing else but the brave Captain Hargood. 

 

“Adieu! and ever believe me, dear Hargood, your most sincerely, 

William.” 

           ( Fitzgerald, Vol.1, p.119.) 

 

 

For Margaretta Morris this must have been a trying time: no father to lean on and, as far as 

she knew, her husband in mortal danger, so we can confidently assume that she was delighted to 

see him return to a hero’s welcome, despite the fact that he had suffered a serious wound to the 

leg in that action.  Clearly Morris was not completely disabled by his injury for he remained in 

command of the Colossus until 1808, and was able to undertake other appointments before his 

promotion to Rear-Admiral in 1811. 

 

Meanwhile, Hargood too had been elevated to the rank of Rear-Admiral in 1810 and had 

been courting Margaretta’s younger sister, Maria, whom he married in the following year; and we 

can imagine with what satisfaction Anne Cocks would reflect on having two such distinguished 

sailors as her sons-in-law.  We can also well imagine that henceforth there would be frequent 

contact between the sisters, actively encouraged by their respective husbands who would use the 

occasions to spin a yarn or two. 

 

Tradition has it that Admiral James Nicoll Morris and his wife took up residence at 

Thames Bank in 1811, and so they may have done as tenants, but it was not until 1814 that Morris 

actually bought the house, it being stated in the conveyance that he was “of Reading”.  As 

Thomas Somers Cocks (2) acted as trustee for the purchaser, we may take it that arrangements for 

the purchase were made through the bank of Cocks and Biddulph, of which Margaretta’s brother 

was a partner, like his father before him. 



 

 

 

 

The date when in fact the Morris’ came to Marlow is of particular interest from another 

point of view.  The naval service record of Admiral Morris indicates (Appendix 3) that he was in 

command of the Baltic fleet in the latter part of the war with France, and Admiralty records 

further show (PRO: ADM 9 /1/ page 74) that his flag was then hoisted on HMS Vigo from 16 

January 1812 to 1 June 1813, which happens to coincide almost exactly with the period when 

Robert Hammond of Marlow (see “The Hammonds of Western House”) entered the Navy and 

joined the Vigo as a midshipman at the age of 14.  The coincidence deserves an explanation. 

 

What we know is that Robert Hammond’s father, Jonathan, was in the marines in his youth 

and was wounded in America some time around 1784, after which he went to university, took 

Holy Orders, and married in 1794.  He was in fact about the same age as Morris, born 1767 and 

1763 respectively, and it seems at least quite possible that both Jonathan Hammond and James 

Morris were together in those actions in 1782 and afterwards on the eastern seaboard of America, 

as enumerated in Morris’ biography.  They may have kept in touch with one another, or they may 

have renewed their acquaintance when Admiral Morris became Colonel of the Harwich Division 

of Royal Marines for a year to August 1811, just at a time when the Rev. Jonathan Hammond 

would be thinking about a career for his second son.  The proposition is that as a result of such 

familiarity Morris agreed to take Robert Hammond into his own ship and to sponsor his 

introduction to the Navy. 

 

 It is certainly true that senior naval officers had the right to determine their on-board 

retinue, even including a boy servant, and that this was one route by which members of the officer 

class entered the service; indeed, Morris himself had entered the Navy that way under the auspices 

of his father, being described in the ship’s muster as Captain’s servant or Quarter-deck youngster.  

 

Furthermore, as the Rev. Jonathan Hammond was Rector of Penshurst in Kent and 

presumably with his family not normally living in Marlow, this adds to the probability that the 

Hammond and Morris families were known to each other well before 1811 rather than that they 

first established a friendly relationship that year leading to Robert Hammond’s appointment in 

1812.  While the foregoing does not indicate that the Morris’ were more likely to have come to 

live at Thames Bank in 1811 rather than 1814, it is clear that wherever she was living, Margaretta 

would have spent much of the period on her own while her husband was at sea. 



 

 

 

 

In the New Year’s Honours List gazetted on 2 January 1815, both Rear-Admiral James 

Nicoll Morris and his brother-in-law, Rear-Admiral William Hargood, became Knights 

Commander of the Order of the Bath, and we can well imagine the celebrations that followed at 

Thames Bank and elsewhere among the Cocks family, though these would have been tempered by 

the knowledge that both men were still heavily engaged in the war. 

 

Morris achieved one further promotion, becoming a Vice-Admiral in 1819 before ending 

his days at Thames Bank in 1830.  Though his burial place has not so far been found, Lady 

Margaretta arranged for a plaque bearing the following inscription to be put up in All Saints’ 

Church, Marlow:- 

 

“Sacred to the memory of Vice-Admiral Sir James Nicoll Morris KCB who departed this 

life at his residence, Thames Bank, Great Marlow, the 15th April 1830 aged 66 years.  He 

was a sincere Christian in his belief and practice both being alike distinguished by a 

simplicity and singleness of heart; for which he was remarkable.  His beneficence was of 

the sort which is rather felt than seen, he was a firm and zealous friend and in his various 

relations of life most exemplary: whilst his strict sense of honour in the discharge of his 

several duties rendered him universally respected, esteemed and regretted.  He married in 

1802 Margaretta Sarah,  daughter of Thomas Somers Cocks Esq., who erects this tablet to 

record his worth and her submissive but unfeigned grief.” 

 

Also in the Church are the hatchments bearing the arms of Sir James and of Lady Morris, 

as illustrated on a following page.  

 

Lady Margaretta Morris was to live at Thames Bank for another 12 years until her death in 

1842, and during this time her sister Lady Maria Hargood also lost her husband.  Whether Maria 

was merely paying a visit to, or had decided to live with Margaretta at Thames Bank for mutual 

support is unknown, but on the day of the Census in 1841 both were to be found at the house 

along with 4 servants.  In all probability, the former is more likely as when Maria died in 1849 

she, like her husband, was buried in Bath Abbey.   As even the source of the picture that follows 

is  unknown,  there is nothing to suggest that the two ladies are those represented there, or that 

the two shadowy figures in the distance are the Admirals, but it would be nice to think so. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Vice-Admiral Sir James Nicoll Morris, K.C.B. 

Two shields. Dexter, within the Order of the Bath, Sable a lion passant argent between in chief 

two scaling ladders and in a base scimitar in bend argent hilted or (Morris).  Sinister, within an 

ornamental wreath, as dexter, impaling, Qly, 1st and 4th, Sable a chevron between three stags’ 

heads couped argent (Cocks), 2nd, Vert a fess dancetty ermine (Somers), 3rd, Or on a bend azure 

three pheons or (Thistlethwayte) 

Crest : A demi-lion rampant argent crowned or holding a standard of St George. Mantling ; Gules 

and argent. 

Motto : Resurgam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lady Margaretta Sarah Morris (née Cocks). widow 

Two shields. Arms for Vice-Admiral Morris.  All on a white lozenge on a black background. 

Motto : Persevere.  Cherub’s head above and skull below. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Following the death of Lady Morris, Thames Bank came into the hands of another sister, 

Mrs Catherine Vernon, either by will or in trust.  It was she who in 1842 decided to improve the 

kitchen garden by taking in some of the adjacent meadow and a few of the outhouses which had 

been part of Platt’s farm off Mill Lane, but when her own death followed in 1844 the property 

seems to have reverted to their brother, Thomas Somers Cocks (2). 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 Thomas Somers Cocks (2) 

 

Very little is known about this T.S.Cocks except that he was a partner in the firm of Cocks, 

Biddulph & Co in Charing Cross, and that he had eight children by his wife, Agneta, who died in 

1836.  Already a widower therefore, he would have been age 63 on taking possession of Thames 

Bank, but evidently not inclined to live there permanently, or at the bank at 43 Charing Cross 

despite John Nash’s improvement scheme for the area and the creation of Trafalgar Square, for his 

London home was at 47 Harley Street until his death in 1859. 

 

The bank went through a difficult period during his lifetime, and it may well have been 

involved in the tumultuous affairs leading up to the Reform Act of 1832 which gave the vote to a 

broader section of the population. 

 

For some years there had been  growing agitation for the relief of the working man whose 

condition following the industrial revolution was never very far above the poverty line if at all, 

and who, without the vote, had no means of improving his lot democratically. Until as late as 

1824, labour generally had been curbed by the Combination Laws which prohibited any form of 

unionisation, but following the election in 1830 occasioned by the death of George IV the new 

Whig Government under Earl Grey brought forward proposals for reform of the voting system.  

These were vigorously opposed by the Tories, but William IV refused to create new Peers to 

facilitate the passage of the Bill, and Grey resigned.  To those who supported the Bill, the 

immediate danger was the prospect of the Duke of Wellington being successful in forming a 

Government, and they knew well in the light of the Peterloo massacre how this Tory leader might 

be inclined to use the military to suppress demonstrations, and thereby exacerbate the industrial 

situation.  Accordingly, they devised a campaign whose motto was “To Stop the Duke, Go for 

Gold”, which was so effective that there was a massive run on the banks.  The holding of the 

Bank of England alone fell by £1.5 million to nearly £5 million, with £307,000 being paid out in 

one day, and it was felt that it would not be long before every banker in the country was drained. 

 

According to contemporary accounts (“Life of Francis Place”), men of known character, 

civil and military, entered heartily into the scheme, and two bankers worked closely with Place at 

his home in Charing Cross.  It would not be unexpected, therefore, to discover that Thomas 

Somers Cocks (2) was one of these, and that his brother-in-law, Admiral Hargood, used his good 



 

 

 

relations with the King to urge delay over the appointment of the Duke.  But that is supposition.  

What is known is that William IV felt it prudent to recall Earl Grey, and then write to a number of 

his Tory friends suggesting that they should abstain in the vote on the Reform Bill, which they did 

and it became law.  No doubt the bankers were relieved to see the end of that particular problem. 

 

It was while Thomas (2) was a partner in the bank that an account was opened in 1841 for 

the Duke of Cornwall, later King Edward VII, and this remained open until the latter’s death in 

1910. 

When Thomas Somers Cocks (2) died in 1859 he left a most remarkable will, or so it 

seems to this observer.  As previously mentioned, he had eight children, and he divided his estate 

and personal belongings among them with considerable care.  Of his property, he left Thames 

Bank to his eldest son, Thomas Somers Cocks (3); the house in Harley Street was to be sold or let; 

and his share and interest in the Charing Cross and Spring Gardens property went to his sons 

Thomas and Reginald as members of the banking firm.  When it came to his possessions, 

however, he went on to apportion innumerable pieces of silverware, including such small items as 

skewers and soup ladles, giving the impression either that he had an important collection which he 

wanted to preserve, or that the detail was necessary to avoid family argument. A year after the will 

was drawn he added a codicil disposing of further small personal articles such as pens, pencils and 

snuffboxes. 

 

. 

 Thomas Somers Cocks (3) and family 

 

Besides banking, Cocks had time for politics and became MP for Reigate in 1847.  Other 

members of the Cocks family had sat in various Parliaments from 1692, representing from time to 

time either the city of Worcester, the borough of Droitwich, or latterly the borough of Reigate.   

The Priory at Reigate had been a gift by William III to Lord Chancellor Somers, and it remained 

in the family until it was sold in 1920; during this period, therefore, it provided a suitable 

residential qualification in parliamentary elections. 

 

Charles Cocks sat for Reigate from 1747 until he was created Lord Somers in 1784.  His 

grandson, the Hon. Edward Charles Cocks, followed the tradition by representing Reigate in 1806, 

and in tandem with James Cocks, an uncle, after the election in 1807.  Following the death of 

Edward Charles at the battle of Burgos in 1812, there was a further election  in Reigate, when his 

brother, the Hon. John Somers Cocks, and James Cocks were chosen to represent the borough. 



 

 

 

 

Despite the changes in the electoral system brought about by the Reform Act of 1832 - 

which created new constituencies in the developing industrial cities of middle England, such as 

Manchester and Leeds - its impact in a borough like Reigate, which still had fewer than 1000 

electors, was probably minimal, and the nomination of candidates by powerful and influential 

local patrons continued to operate in the style of a typical “pocket borough”. From any point of 

view, it has to be accepted that the continued representation of a borough by members of one 

family was not wholly consistent with the principle of a free vote, whatever the merits of the 

candidates. 

 

To make certain that their man got in, patrons sometimes contrived for an alternative 

candidate to withdraw at the last minute, leaving the way open for an uncontested election.   

Such may have been the circumstances in Reigate in 1847 for, as it was reported in the Times ( 29 

July 1847, 5c):  “The election for this borough took place yesterday. The candidates were Mr 

T.S.Cocks and Captain Parrett.  The latter gentleman, however, declined to stand and Mr Cocks 

was therefore declared duly elected”.  If Parrett were truly independent one wonders what led 

him to withdraw at so late a stage. 

 

The politics of the day were highly complex. Since 1841, Sir Robert Peel had led a Tory 

government largely opposed to free trade, and to repeal of the Corn Laws that for the past 25 years 

had imposed import duties on grain, i.e. it was predominately protectionist in the interest of 

agriculture and landowners, whereas a liberal faction of the Whigs favoured free trade.  Peel, 

under pressure from industrialists who sought cheaper food to ease the demand of workers  

for higher wages, attempted to carry free trade in the Cabinet, but he failed and resigned in 1845.   

Peel was then succeeded by Lord John Russell whose Whig ministry, with the support of 

Gladstone and other Peelites, repealed the Corn Laws in 1846, although further measures towards 

free trade remained unsettled.  In 1847, therefore, the allegiance and views of a political 

candidate, even supposing that he was called upon to reveal them, could be uncertain and range 

between four main groups: the Whigs, the rump of the Tory party left as protectionist after the 

split of 1846 and led by Lord Derby, the Liberals, and the Peelites.  It is likely that Thomas 

Somers Cocks was a Peelite. 

 

In the next election of 1852 the distinction between political viewpoints in Reigate was of 

necessity becoming clearer, for in reporting that “this little borough yesterday presented the novel 

spectacle of a contest”, the Times (8 July 1852, 5a) indicated that the promoted Major Parrett was 



 

 

 

to stand as a Liberal against the re-election of Mr T.S.Cocks as a Liberal-Conservative.  In the 

event, Cocks was re-elected, but not before he was obliged to declare his views on free trade.  As 

the Times went on to say: “Mr Cocks addressed the electors, and said that as some doubts had 

been expressed with regard to his opinions upon the subject of free trade, he begged at once to 

state most distinctly that he really was a Freetrader, and the gentleman who seconded him five 

years ago stated so at the time (Hear, hear).  He assented to the principles of free trade at the time 

and he defied anyone to say he had ever given a vote which was at all opposed to such an opinion 

(Cheers)”.  

 

Cocks was to remain an MP until 1857, during which time Gladstone, as Chancellor of the 

Exchequer in the coalition government under the Earl of Aberdeen, presented his first  Budget 

which effectively gave free trade to the manufacturing middle classes.   

 

In reflecting on party politics in this mid-Victorian era, it is well to remember that 

descriptive terms were fluid and could be misleading.  The National Union of Conservative and 

Constitutional Associations was only founded in 1867, and the National Liberal Federation in 

1877. 

 

When T.S.Cocks (3) became head of the family on the death of his father in 1859 he was 

already married with three children and living in London; but with the building of the Great 

Western Railway and its branch line to Bourne End it became easier for him to continue working 

at the bank in London and to live at Thames Bank in Marlow.  Nevertheless, it seems likely that 

for the previous 15 years or so Thames Bank had been used only periodically, at weekends or for 

holidays.  In 1851, for instance, there had been only a servant in residence when the Census 

enumerator called at the house: “There’s nobody here”, she may have said from behind a half-

open door.  “Then who are you ?” he probably asked, and because she was recorded as being 

“Charlotte De Maide, age 33, born in Ashford, Kent” it does suggest that he may have slightly 

misunderstood her reply.  When he called again in 1861 he found Thomas, age 46, Sarah his 

wife, age 43, their 3 children and 7 servants in the house.  We have already noted how Thomas at 

about this time acquired the neighbouring wharves and attached the land to Thames Bank. 

 

A curious and at present unexplained development in the history of Thames Bank is that 

the estate was put up for auction in 1891.  All that can be surmised is that the bank of Messrs 

Cocks and Biddulph was running into difficulties at around this time and that the partners, 

including Thomas and Reginald Cocks, were under some personal financial pressures.  Although 



 

 

 

the crisis may have been overcome, for the family remained in occupation of Thames Bank for 

several more years, rumour of the difficulties may have got around to such an extent that the bank 

was forced to demonstrate its solvency by issuing a balance sheet.  This it did a few months later, 

as the following report shows:- 

 Extract from the Times, 14 July 1892,11b. 

“The first published balance sheet of Messrs Cocks, Biddulph & Co., the publication of which was 

foreshadowed in these columns on March 26, has just been issued, the balance sheet to July 9 

1892 being certified by Messrs James Fraser & Sons, chartered accountants.  Subjoined are the 

figures:- 

 

To partners’ capital and reserve  200,000  -  0  -  0 

To current and deposit account  754,000  -  6  -  4  

                 954,000  -  6  -  4 

By cash in hand, at call at short notice              273,677  -  0  -  0 

By investments: 

Consols, two and three quarters 

per cent Stock £100,000 

@ £95 per cent  95,000 - 0 - 0 

East India Government Debentures 

and Stock                     100,500 - 0 - 0   

Railway Stocks and other 

Securities                     102,932-19 - 7  298,432  - 19  - 7 

By Advances to customers and 

bills discounted     

 332,579  -  6  - 9 

By freehold bank premises, Charing 

 Cross and Spring Gardens    

 50,000   -  0  - 0 

           954,689   -  6 -  4 ” 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

From time to time over the years, Thames Bank seems to have been shared as a home by 

several members of the Cocks family.  For instance Thomas Somers Cocks (2) made provision in 

his will in 1859 for his three unmarried daughters to have the use of either Thames Bank or his 

other home in Harley Street for up to six months before Thames Bank became the property of his 

son, Thomas Somers Cocks (3), suggesting that the daughters, if not the sons, normally lived 

together and had previously had the free run of Thames Bank.  How and where the daughters 

subsequently lived out their lives is not at present clear, except that they remained unmarried and 

each in due course was buried at Holy Trinity, Marlow.  They may have lived elsewhere as none 

of the daughters ever appeared at Thames Bank in the various census returns, yet as Jemima left 

money to the local school and Charlotte was voted a memorial window at Holy Trinity they are 

likely to have remained in Marlow.  All that is sure is that Henrietta ended her days at the Glade, 

now called Cedar House in Glade Road, Marlow, possibly moving there after Thames Bank was 

sold in 1900. 

 

Of the four other sons of Thomas Somers Cocks (2), only the bachelor Octavius seems late 

in life to have lived with his brother at Thames Bank.  Octavius had been in the 4th Kings Own 

Regiment and part of the 3rd Division at the siege of Sebastopol in the Crimean War of 1854-56.  

It therefore seems probable that he and General Sir George Higginson of Gyldernscroft in Marlow, 

who was a Captain in the Grenadier Guards during that campaign - though in a different sector - 

were on familiar terms with one another. Octavius was buried at Holy Trinity in 1893, his 

memorial being marked “Alma, Inkerman, Sebastopol, Crimea”. 

 

The other three sons, Reginald, Charles and Walter, all married and set up their own homes 

elsewhere than in Marlow, yet Walter too was eventually to be buried at Holy Trinity.  

 

As well as being Auditor of the India House Accounts, Walter Carew Cocks acted as the 

Hon.Secretary of the House of Charity in Soho.  This establishment was described by Walford 

(Vol.3, p.195): 

“Among the many charitable institutions to be found in Soho, none perhaps are 

more worthy of public support than one at the corner of the Square and of Greek Street, 

called ‘The House of Charity’.  It occupies the house that formerly belonged to Alderman 

Beckford, who lived here in princely splendour.  The institution, which is under the  

patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbury, was founded in 1846; but the present building 

and fitting-up of the premises dates only from 1863, when they were taken at a cost of 



 

 

 

upwards of £3000.  It is the only Home in London gratuitously afforded to such distressed 

persons as are of good character, upon a recommendation from someone who knows them. 

Thus many deserving persons are saved from the sufferings and privations which precede 

on application to the casual ward or nightly refuge, as well as from the degradation 

consequent upon their reception into such promiscuous places of resort.  Among the 

various classes of distress relieved by this House are patients discharged from hospitals 

before they are sufficiently recovered to take situations; these find a comfortable lodging 

and ample diet, and are generally successful in obtaining situations.  Orphan or friendless 

girls who have unadvisedly come to London in search of employment, or have accidentally 

lost their places, meet here with protection, counsel, and, in general, situations.  Widows, 

who have been reduced to the necessity of seeking subsistence, are here recommended to 

places of trust or domestic service.  Emigrants, while breaking up their homes and 

converting their effects into money, wait here until they embark.  Out-patients of 

hospitals, excluded, through want of room, or by regulations, from admission into them, are 

enabled to derive benefit, while here, by attending the hospitals for medical advice and 

treatment.  In short, the House of Charity is’ say the Council of the Institution in their 

report, ‘a home for every kind of friendlessness and destitution which is not the manifest 

offspring of vice and profligacy’.” 

 

Like many similar charitable institutions, the demands on the functions of the House of 

Charity outstripped its available resources from wherever they came, and public appeals for funds 

became a necessity.  As the following letter from Walter Cocks to the Times (25 December 1867, 

10b) reveals, such appeals were made within a short time after its establishment: 

“Sir, 

You have allowed me to make through the medium of your columns many appeals 

on behalf of the funds of the House of Charity, 1 Greek Street, Soho, and I should be glad 

 if you would permit me to make another this year, as from many causes the funds of the 

charity are very low; so much so that the committee have in prudence been obliged to 

reduce the number of the inmates, and yet it does seem hard that in this winter weather, 

with so much distress prevailing in the metropolis and elsewhere, they should have to 

refuse admission to applicants when there are empty beds, but without running into debt 

the committee have no alternative. 

I would, then, ask such of you charitable readers who have not yet determined on 

what charity they will bestow their Christmas alms not to forget the claims of the House of 

Charity, and I appeal to all classes as there is hardly a society of which one or more have 

not at various times derived assistance from the House of Charity. 

The benefits of the House are extended to all persons, whether living in London or 

the country, and the committee know of no distinction of religion; the only passport for 

admittance is distress.  Nearly 800 persons have been admitted this year, a number which 

would have been much larger had the state of funds allowed it, and of the number admitted 

the great majority have been able, from the aid given to them, once more to earn their 

living. 

There is attached to the house, but maintained by distinct funds, a soup and sink 

kitchen from which soup and meat are given to the great benefit of the needy in the district 

of Soho, but also in various other parts of London.  For the kitchen, funds are also very 

much required.  Old clothes are very much wanted for the inmates in the house. 

I am Sir, your obedient servant, 

Walter Carew Cocks, Hon.Sec. 

Banker, Messrs Cocks, Biddulph & Co., and Messrs Hoare. “ 

 



 

 

 

Apart from its purpose, the letter has two interesting features: first, it appears from the date 

that the Times was published on Christmas Day that year; and secondly, the author appears to have 

been associated with the banks of Cocks, Biddulph, and of Hoare, though this may only have 

reflected their joint patronage of the charity and not that Walter Carew Cocks was attached to 

each. 

 

Thomas also played a part in discharging - if that may be found to be the proper word to 

use in this context - his civic responsibilities.  The story goes that as a county magistrate he had to 

read the Riot Act in Marlow after the result of a local election was declared in 1880 and a 

discontented mob raged through the town doing much damage to property; and supposing that the 

law failed to impress, he is recalled as having in reserve a gun primed with strawberry jam which, 

if fired, would cause more alarm than hurt, despite pips being found embedded in the front door of 

Thames Bank after a test run.  Readers of “The Hammonds of Western House” will recall that at 

about this time Peter Borgnis of Highfields in Marlow also armed himself in this fashion.  All in 

all it seems to have been something less delectable than “ Fraises Romanov”, more a matter of 

fraises b......f ! 

 

For a time in the 1880's, Thomas (3) served as chairman of the 14 man board of trustees of 

Borlase School in Marlow, the members of which included three from the Wethered family, 

General George Higginson, and various tradesmen and clergy, one of whom was Rev. Walter Hill 

of Medmenham who later married Cocks’ daughter.  It is perhaps not surprising to note, given 

Thomas’ occupation, that the school opened an account with Messrs Cocks, Biddulph & Co for its 

repair and endowment funds, but in making the arrangements some administrative slip seems to 

have occurred as after an interval the secretary was instructed to obtain the signatures of all the 

trustees on a letter to the Bank of England authorising it to pay the dividends on the investments to 

Messrs Cocks, Biddulph (BCRO : PR 140/25/49). 

 

At this point it may be mentioned that Walter too was caught in a similar administrative 

hiatus concerning money, for the Times (20 November 1880,1b) carried a statement from the Bank 

of England that it had transferred certain Stock to the Commission for the Reduction of the 

National Debt in consequence of dividends having remained unclaimed for ten years, but that these 

had now been claimed by Walter Cocks and would be paid to him unless other claimants came 

forward. 

 

Thomas Somers Cocks (3) died at Thames Bank age 84 in 1899.  Perhaps the most  



 

 

 

noticeable memorial of him to be seen now in the daily round is the foundation stone bearing his 

name on the frontage of what was the Great Marlow Literary and Scientific Institute, but is 

currently the Marlow Library, in Institute Road.  His death  was noted in the Times of 31 

August, and his burial place in the churchyard of All Saints is marked by a headstone. By his will 

he left all his real and personal estate, apart from certain legacies, to his eldest son, Thomas 

Somers Vernon Cocks.  The value must have been considerable, yet,  in continuation of the 

strange circumstances surrounding Cocks family wills, he left only £200 to Alfred, his second son, 

which sum was hardly more than the amounts he left to his gardener and to his coachman   That 

he was buried at All Saints’, and so many of his siblings were buried at Holy Trinity in Marlow, is 

another curious aspect of the family which only idle speculation can explain. 

 

 The last generation at Thames Bank 

 

Of the three children of Thomas Somers Cocks (3) and his wife Louisa, Thomas Somers 

Vernon Cocks was the eldest, born in 1850   After Eton and Oxford he, like so many of the 

Cocks family, went into banking with the firm at 43 Charing Cross where he was to be found in 

the census of 1881 as a bachelor living on the premises - perhaps the first of the family to do so 

after they were rebuilt in 1874.  Following his marriage in 1888, however, he took up residence at 

47 York Street, London.  Vernon, by which name he was better known, was an accomplished 

water-colourist and produced between the ages of 15 and 24 a number of delightful paintings of 

Marlow and district.  

 

If, as has been suggested, the bank was running into difficulties at about this time - the  

bankruptcy of certain known clients possibly being a contributory factor - Vernon would have 

been closely concerned to hold things together.  In fact, the bank retained its independence until it 

merged with Liverpool and Martins Bank Ltd in 1919.  By then Vernon was aged 69 and he took 

the opportunity to retire. 

Some years earlier and following the death of his father, Thomas S.V.Cocks sold Thames 

Bank in 1900, and within a short space of time he bought the property called Uplands at Widmer 

End, on the other side of the valley from what had been the home of Benjamin Disraeli at 

Hughenden. (Uplands is currently the training centre for the Nationwide Building Society.)  

Thomas S.V.Cocks died in 1932. 

The second son of Thomas Somers Cocks (3) was Alfred Heneage Cocks, born in 1851 and 

educated at Eton and Oxford.  To all appearances, A.H.Cocks was uniquely different from any of 

his forebears in being highly academic, and seemingly able to support himself without recourse to 



 

 

 

a career.  His interests spanned numerous scientific disciplines, both natural and physical, and led 

him to publish many articles in appropriate journals (listed in Appendix 6).   Besides having a 

keen interest in animals, which induced him to keep a menagerie at Thames Bank, his principal 

local interest was in the Bucks Architectural and Archaeological Society, of which he was its Hon. 

Secretary from 1893 to 1908.  While ardently pursuing his responsibilities in that latter 

connection it appears, however, that he may have been somewhat authoritarian, for he fell out with 

some members of his executive who had tampered with one of the artifact collections, and he 

thereupon resigned  They, for their part, said that they highly valued his services but were not 

disposed to wait until he made one of his visits to Aylesbury, which inevitably were infrequent 

because of the distance he had to travel.  Cocks was mollified at the suggestion that instead of 

being the secretary, whose duties were more daily than seasonal, he should become the curator of 

the museum, and this he agreed to accept. 

 

A.H.Cocks had lived at Thames Bank for most of his life up to its being sold in 1900, and  

he solved the problem of where to live thereafter by purchasing Poynetts at Skirmett.  It was here 

that he continued his research though suffering from failing eyesight until, unmarried to the day, 

his death in 1928 and burial at Turville.  The family tell the story that he became somewhat 

eccentric in his old age and used to sleep with a device rigged up so that if an intruder opened his 

door at night a shotgun would automatically be discharged at him.  It would not have been out of 

character if he had followed his father’s example and loaded the gun with strawberry jam. 

 

An obituary in Records of Bucks (Vol.12, p.151) noted with particular reference to the 

monumental work on The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire by Alfred Cocks, that “His minute 

scholarship was procured at the expense of his taste” and that his attempt to indicate different 

forms of lettering by a great variety of types yielded “a truly hideous page.........The eye is merely 

irritated by the great diversity in type-founts, and any gain in accuracy is paid for by difficulty in 

assimilating the text”.  It went on to note that “Like many profound scholars who mingle little 

with the world at large, Mr. Cocks did not tolerate opinions which differed from his own; ...... in 

any of the fields of learning which he cultivated it needed a bold and well-informed person to 

challenge his statements but in such of the work as interested him we have had no more laborious 

or more     



 

 

 

accurate member than the late A.H.Cocks”.  Overly frank those views may have been in that 

context, but his reputation for being “prickly” or “learned but abrasive” was again recalled in a  

recent article to commemorate the Society’s centenary 

 

Among the Hambleden parish memorabilia to be found in the Local Studies Section of the  

Bucks Reference Library at Aylesbury is a catalogue for an auction of the contents of Poynetts in 

1930, all lately owned by Alfred Cocks. 

 

Of the third child of Thomas Somers Cocks (3), Alice Agneta Cocks, there is little 

information except that she received a legacy from her grandfather, that she was living at Thames 

Bank in 1881, and that she subsequently married the Rev. Walter Hill of Medmenham in 1895 

before dying at the age of 45 in 1899. 

  



 

 

 

 

 EPILOGUE 

 

A history can never be complete in every detail, and this one is no exception.   What has 

been recounted in these pages reflects only part of the lives of those who were associated for a 

limited period with the house that became Thames Lawn, and they were preceded and succeeded 

by others who are hardly mentioned.  Such events, whether personal or physical, are transient by 

definition, whereas the setting has hardly changed; and so it seems fitting to end with that view of 

the river which they all knew and which for many was probably the reason for their being there. 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 The Chronological History of Thames Lawn (*) 
 

   Year           Owner / Occupier   Event 

Early 1700's John Lofting, thimble manufacturer  Property known as “Goodyers”. Previously owned by  

       Jonathan Hammond alias Cooper; Henry Fletcher; and  

       Hannah Flight (Hammond’s sister). 

 

1720          Richard Kemble, salter of London Lease for 800 years of Goodyers for £1000 and at a 

peppercorn rent.  Included 3 tenements previously 

occupied by John Lofting, Jasper Hayward and John 

Mallard; pasture land known as Bonners Close and 

Goodyers Close;  and benefit of fishing rights at the 

mill. 

 

1722          Mary Kemble, spinster of Great Marlow Assignment by her cousin, Richard Kemble. 

 

1733 Richard Kemble dies and leaves his estate, including a 

house at Marlow, to his cousin. 

 

1734 Mary Kemble marries Rev John Emmerson.  

Goodyers part of marriage settlement. 

 

1753 Estate map (Brown and Hunt, plate 29) shows 

Emmerson land near Marlow Mills. 

 

1769          Sarah Winford, widow Purchase of leasehold absolute from Mary Emmerson 

(the Elder) neé Kemble, and Mary Emmerson (the 

Younger). 

 

1770's Goodyers possibly rebuilt or remodelled as “Thames 

Bank”, a house of 3 storeys. 

 

1786 Thames bank first mentioned in Land Tax Register. 

 

1793          Harriet Winford, spinster Sarah Winford dies leaving Thames Bank to her 

youngest daughter, Harriet, who is thought to have 

reduced the house to 2 storeys. 

 

1801          Sarah Freeman neé Winford Harriet Winford dies leaving Thames Bank to her 

sister  Sarah, widow, of Henley Park, who dies 1806. 

 

1803          Richard Foster Establishes Mews Cottages and Stables. 

 

 

1814          James Nicoll Morris, Admiral Thomas Somers Cocks (2nd) acts as trustee in the 

purchase  of Thames Bank by his brother-in-law, 

Morris, for £2800.   

 

1830          Lady Margaretta Morris neé Cocks,  Admiral Sir James Nicoll Morris dies. 

 

 

1842          Catherine Vernon neé Cocks  Lady Margaretta Morris dies and assigns Thames 

Bank to her sister, Catherine. 

 

1842 Purchased the barn and land of Platts Farm in Mill 

Road owned by George Cannon, bookseller, for £383. 

 

1844          Thomas Somers Cocks (2nd), banker Assigned Thames Bank on the death of  his sister, 

Catherine Vernon. 

 

 



 
 

 

1859  Thomas Somers Cocks (3rd), banker       Inherits Thames Bank on the death of his father, 

                                                  T.S.Cocks (2nd).                                                                                                   

 

1860 Purchase of Limbrookes, including the 

Watermans Arms in St Peter’s Street, from Owen 

and Lawrence Wethered for £710. 

 

1861 Purchase of the “John Brinkhurst Charity Wharf” 

for £1100. 

 

1891 Proposed auction of Thames Bank and pasture 

east of Mill Lane in 2 Lots totalling 7 acres 2 

perch. 

 

1899          Thomas Somers Vernon Cocks, banker Assigned Thames Bank on the death of his 

father, T.S.Cocks (3rd). 

 

1900          A.H.Soden Soden and G.W.Ricketts Purchasers of Thames Bank (including the 

kitchen garden north of the alley, but excluding 

the pasture land) as joint tenants. 

 

1913 Lt.Col. Rt Hon Sir Albert Henry Hime, 

 KCMG, PC. Ex Prime Minister, Natal Property renamed “Lymbrook”.  21 year lease at 

£210pa, excluding the kitchen garden. 

 

 

1919          Harold Lawrence Slocock Assigned remainder of the lease by the sons of 

Sir Albert Hime on the death of their father. 

 

1920          Sir James H. Dunn Freehold conveyance from Soden Soden and 

Ricketts to Dunn acting as trustee. 

 

1921          County and Freehold Estates             Freehold assignment from Dunn 

 

1926          London & Northern Estates Co., Ltd. Freehold conveyance from County and Freehold 

for 

£6250 

 

1926          Andros Ltd Trustees for F.H.D.Mann.   

Property renamed “Thames Lawn”. 

 

1944          Thomas Claud Worth Freehold conveyance from the trustees of 

F.H.D.Mann for £10,250. 

Kitchen Garden sold separately to Mable 

Whitworth for £2800. 

 

1945           Jack Cotton Freehold conveyance from Thomas Worth for 

£13,000 

 

1964           Edmund John Austin Freehold conveyance from trustees of Jack 

Cotton for  

£65,000 

 

1980           The Emir of Sharjah    

 

1989           Yoshiyuki Hayashi Main house destroyed by fire on 8 August 1992. 

 

 

* Incorporating notes by Mark Wyatt  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

 Biographical Notes on the Cocks Family 

 

FIRST GENERATION 

Thomas Somers Cocks (1737-1796) 

Born 3 December 1737 

6th son of John and Mary Cocks of Castleditch, Herefordshire. 

His eldest brother, Charles, was MP for Reigate from 1747 to 1784 until created the 

first Lord Somers, Baron of Evesham, Worcestershire. 

Married Anne Thistlethwayte, daughter of Alexander Thistlethwayte, Southwick 

Place, Hants., 29 August 1768 

Partner in firm of Cocks, Cocks, and Biddulph and Co, bankers of 43 Charing Cross. 

(later designated as 16 Whitehall), estab. 1759. Premises rebuilt to design of 

Richard Coad, 1874. 

1776 name changed to Biddulph, Cocks, Eliot & Praed 

1782 name changed to Biddulph, Cocks & Co 

1792 name changed to Biddulph, Cocks & Ridge 

1820 name changed to Cocks, Cocks, Ridge & Biddulph 

1827 name changed to Cocks & Biddulph 

1845 name changed to Cocks, Biddulph & Co. 

1860 name changed to Biddulph, Cocks & Co. 

1865 name changed to Cocks, Biddulph & Co. 

1919 merged with Bank of Liverpool & Martins Ltd. 

1928 name changed to Martins Bank Ltd. 

1969 merged with Barclays Bank Ltd. 

Residence: 12 Downing Street from 1773 to 1796 

Died 15 November 1796 at Castleditch. 

Anne Cocks, widow, lived at 36 Old Queen Street SW1 from 1799 to 1804.  Died 

1817 and buried in Bath Abbey 

 

 

SECOND GENERATION (Children of Thomas and Anne Cocks) 

Thomas Somers Cocks (1781-1859) 

Eldest son, and brother of Margaretta Sarah and Maria who both married captains of 

ships that fought alongside Nelson at Trafalgar. 

Married Agneta, 5th daughter of the late Rt.Hon. Reginald Pole Carew (Under 

Secretary of State for the Home Department; Privy Councillor) of Antony, 

Cornwall, 24 October 1813. (She died 14 September 1836.) 

Banker of 43 Charing Cross 

Residence: 47 Harley Street. 

Inherited Thames Bank after his sister, Mrs Vernon, died in 1844. 

 

 

Catherine Vernon (neé Cocks) 

Born 1774 

Married James Gladell Vernon February 1802. ( Ex private secretary to William Pitt.  

Died 1819.) 

Died at Bath, 1844 (RG ref: Bath / 11 / 25 / March 1844).  A memorial in All Saints, 

Marlow, designed by her nephew, Reginald Thistlethwayte Cocks, speaks of 

her being “of Thames Bank in this town”. 



 
 

 

 

Margaretta Sarah Morris (neé Cocks) 

Born 1776 

Married Captain James Nicoll Morris RN, 25 October 1802 at St Margaret’s, 

Westminster  (For the naval biography of Vice-Admiral Sir James Nicoll 

Morris KCB, 1763-1830, see Appendix 3). 

Settled at Thames Bank, Marlow, in 1814 

Erected a memorial to her late husband, inscribed on a plain white marble slab in the 

old church of All Saints, Marlow. 

Died 16 January 1842.  A brass memorial in All Saints, Marlow, was designed by 

her nephew, Reginald Thistlethwayte Cocks 

 

Maria Hargood (neé Cocks) 

Born 1777 

Third daughter of Thomas and Anne Cocks 

Married Rear-Admiral William Hargood in May 1811. (For the naval biography of 

Admiral Sir William Hargood GCB, GCH, 1762-1839, see Appendix 3.  He 

was a life-long friend of the Duke of Clarence, later King William IV.) 

Died 1849 

 

THIRD GENERATION (Children of Thomas and Agneta Cocks) 

Thomas Somers Cocks (1815-1899) 

Eldest son, born 5 February 1815. (Known as Tom) 

Educated at Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford 

Partner in the bank of Cocks, Biddulph & Co of 43 Charing Cross 1859 to 1891 

MP for Reigate 28 July 1847 to 20 March 1857. 

Magistrate for Middlesex and for Bucks. Read the Riot Act in Marlow, 1880 

Deputy Lieutenant for Lincolnshire 

Married in 1842, Sarah Louisa Griffith Wynne, (born 16 September 1817,  daughter 

of Charles Wynne Griffith Wynne Esq., of Voelas, Denbighshire, and of Cefn 

Amwlch, Caernarvonshire. Died 12 January 1894 in the ‘flu epidemic. 

Memorial at All Saints, Marlow) 

Inherited Thames Bank from his father in 1859, and was to be found in 1861 living 

there with his wife, and their three children born in London.  He purchased 

the wharf immediately east of the old bridge, and converted the “Waterman’s 

Arms” into an entrance lodge. 

Also lived peripatetically at 47 Harley Street, 15 Hereford Street, and from 1874 at 42 

Great Cumberland Place, London. 

Laid the foundation stone (still visible) of the premises of the Great Marlow Literary 

and Scientific 

Institute, later the 

Marlow Library, 

in 1889.    

Chairman of board of trustees, Borlase school 

Died at Thames Bank, Marlow, 30 August 1899.  Obituary in The Times 31 August 

1899. Memorial at All Saints, Marlow. 

 

Jemima Anne Cocks (1813-1875) 

Eldest child. 

Died 5 March 1875.  Spinster.  Buried at Holy Trinity, Marlow (established 1852). 

In her will, proved in London 3 May 1875, she bequeathed a legacy of some £333 to 

be invested for the benefit of the infants’ school. 



 
 

 

 

 

Reginald Thistlethwayte Cocks (1816-1895) 

Partner in Cocks, Biddulph & Co 

Married Henrietta Pole Stuart of Aldenham Abbey, Herts.1840 (Died 1894) 

Designed memorials of Lady Morris and Mrs Vernon in All Saints, Marlow. 

Partner in Bank 1859 to 1891. Sold share for £3000 and annuity of £2400 

Elected Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, 1849. Treasurer RGS 1863-1891.  

Residence : Hertford Street, London 

Died 1895. 

 

Charlotte Agneta Cocks 

Born 10 July 1818.   

Died 13 August 1903. Spinster.  Memorial window at Holy Trinity, Marlow. 

 

Charles Lygon Cocks 

Born 1821. 

Developed Treverbyn Vean near Pengelly in Cornwall as a home, c1842 

In Crimean war with brother Octavius  

Commanded 2nd Batt. Coldstream Guards in Dublin, 1857. Retired c1859 

DL Cornwall 1859 

Lt Col 2nd Batt. Cornwall Rifle Vols. 1860 

Married Josephine Chichester-Nagle 1870.  (Two daughters) 

Member Truro Cathedral building committee. 

Died at Bournemouth 1885 

 

Walter Carew Cocks 

Born 10 March 1824 

Married Isabella Susan Alderson 1856. (Born 25 November 1830. Five children.  

Died 7 January 1894) 

Auditor of the India House accounts.  

Residence: 11 Queensbury Place, Gloucester Road 

Hon. Secretary of the House of Charity, Soho. 

Died 31 December 1898.  Buried at Holy Trinity, Marlow. 

 

Henrietta Maria Cocks  

Youngest daughter, born 6 April 1826. (Known as Henny) 

Lived at the Glade, Marlow 

Died 22 February 1915. Spinster.  Buried at Holy Trinity, Marlow. 

 

Octavius Yorke Cocks 

Youngest son, born 15 February 1828 in London. (Known as Taff) 

In Crimean war with brother Charles. 

Posted to Dublin, and thence in 1857 to India during the Mutiny. 

Major in the 4th Kings Own Regiment. Retired 1865 and then travelled much. 

London residence at 41 Pall Mall. 

Resident at Thames Bank in 1881 

Died 23 January 1893 in London.  Buried at Holy Trinity, Marlow. Memorial 

marked Alma, Inkerman Sebastopol, Crimea. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FOURTH GENERATION (Children of Thomas and Sarah Cocks) 

Thomas Somers Vernon Cocks 

Eldest son, born in 1850, 15 Hereford Street, London 

Educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford (BA 1872) 

Living at the Bank,  42 / 43 Charing Cross in 1881. (RG ref: 11/0330/71 p.19).  

Cocks, Biddulph & Co merged with the Bank of Liverpool & Martins Ltd in 

1919 when T.S.V.Cocks retired. 

Married in 1888, Ethel Mary, daughter of Horace D.Fellowes Esq. (Three daughters) 

Watercolourist 

Residence in London successively at 47 York Street, 13 Montague Place, and from 

1908 at 31 Lowndes Street. 

Inherited Thames Bank which he sold 1900. 

Resident c.1902, Uplands, Hughenden, High Wycombe. 

Died 8 June 1932.  Memorial at Hughenden, Bucks. 

 

Alfred Heneage Cocks 

Born 19 September 1851 in London 

Educated at Eton (2 years) and privately;  Christ Church, Oxford (MA) 

Began a zoological collection at Thames Bank, including otters, badgers, wild cats, 

seals, owls and other birds.   

Became a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, of the Zoological Society, and of the 

Royal Geographical Society 

Was Secretary and Curator of the Bucks Architectural and Archaeological Society 

from 1893 to 1908, and contributed numerous articles to “Records of Bucks” 

(see Appendix 4) 

Wrote “The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire” by 1890, published by Jarrold in 

1897. 

Wrote the “Mammals” section in the first volume of the Victoria County History of 

Bucks 

Resident at Thames Bank in 1881 and 1891 

  In 1900 he purchased Poynetts at Skirmett where he kept a herd of wild white cattle 

of the Chartley and Chillingham types, and other creatures. 

Died 18 October 1928.   Memorial at Turville, Bucks. 

 

Alice Agneta Hill (neé Cocks) 

Born 1853 in London 

Resident at Thames Bank in 1881 

Married Rev. Walter Hill of Medmenham 1895 

Died 1899. 

 

FIFTH GENERATION (Children of Thomas Somers Vernon and Ethel Cocks) 

Charles Vernon Somers Cocks 

Born 1895 

Lieutenant 3rd Battalion, The Black Watch (Royal Highlanders), 1916. 

Executor of father’s will in 1932. 

Died 1977 
  



 

 

 

Appendix 3 

 Naval Biographies 

 Biographical Notes on Vice-Admiral Sir James Nicoll Morris, KCB 

 

Extract from Marshall’s “Naval Biographies” Vol.1, Part 2. Page 488. 

“The subject of this memoir is the son of a gallant officer (1) who commanded the 

Bristol, of 50 guns, and was mortally wounded at the attack upon Sullivan’s Island, in North 

America, June 28, 1776.  Notwithstanding the number and severity of his wounds, he 

refused to quit the deck until an unlucky shot took off his arm, when he was obliged to be 

carried below, in a condition which left but little hopes of his recovery.   It is said of this 

heroic man, that when from a prodigious effusion of blood, his dissolution appeared 

inevitable, one of his officers asked him if he had any directions to give with respect to his 

family? , to which he nobly answered, “None, as he left them to the providence of God, and 

the generosity of his country.”  His late Majesty was graciously pleased to order a pension 

of £100 per annum to be settled upon his widow. 

 

“Mr James Nicoll Morris entered the naval service under the auspices of his father; 

was a Lieutenant of the Namur, a second rate, in the memorable battle of April 12, 1782; (2) 

and at the commencement of the French revolutionary war commanded the Pluto, of 14 guns, 

on the Newfoundland station, where he captured, after a smart action of 15 minutes, the 

Lutine French privateer, of 16 guns, and 70 men, 3 of whom were killed and 4 wounded.  

He obtained post rank in the Boston frigate, Oct.7, 1793; and subsequent to his return to 

England, in 1795, was actively employed in the Channel and on the coasts of Spain and 

Portugal, where he captured the following privateers: l’Enfant de la Patria, of 16 guns and 

130 men; El Principe de Paz, of 20 guns and 100 men; St. Bernado, of 12 guns and 75 men; 

and the Hazard, of 8 guns and 50 men.  He was afterwards removed into the Lively frigate, 

in which he had the misfortune to be wrecked near Cadiz,(3)  about the early part of 1798. 

 

“We next find Captain Morris in the Ph_eton, of 38 guns.  His appointment to that 

vessel took place in the summer of 1799, a period at which the British cabinet entertained 

hopes of being able, with the assistance of the Turks, to recover Egypt from the possession of 

the French, and to restore it to the Sublime Porte, to whom it was determined to send a 

splendid embassy, for the purpose of obtaining permission and cooperation.   The Earl of 

Elgin was accordingly selected for this important mission, and the Ph_eton ordered to convey 

him  



 

 

 

 

to his destination.  His Lordship embarked Portsmouth on the 4th September and arrived at 

the Dardenelles Nov. 2nd following.  The next day Captain Morris proceeded to 

Constantinople, where the Ambassador, his lady, and a numerous suite, were landed. 

 

“During the spring of 1800, our officer was employed on the coast of Genoa, in 

conjunction with the Austrian army under General d’Ott; and in the month of May, when the 

French burnt their magazines at Alassio, and retired to Port Maurice, he seized twenty corn 

vessels, together with a depôt of arms, and galled the enemy’s rear through several miles of 

their retreat. 

 

“On the morning of Oct.28, in the same year, the Phaeton’s barge and two cutters, 

under the direction of Lieutenant Francis Beaufort, boarded, and after an obstinate resistance,  

carried the Spanish polacre-rigged ship San Josef, mounting 14 brass guns, and having on 

board 34 seamen and 22 soldiers, moored under the protection of a 5-gun battery, near 

Malaga,(4)  and flanked by a French privateer.  In this dashing affair the assailants had 1 

man killed and 4, including their brave leader, wounded.  Of the San Josef’s crew, 6 were 

found badly, and 13 slightly wounded. (5) 

 

“On the night of May 16, 1801, the boats of the Ph_eton and Naiad, manned with 

volunteers, under the direction of Lieutenant Marshall of the latter frigate, captured l’Alcudia, 

and destroyed El Raposo, Spanish armed packets, in the port of Marin, near the town of 

Pontevedra, under the protection of a battery mounting five 24-pounders prepared to receive 

them.  In the execution of this service, four men only belonging to the two ships were 

wounded. 

 

“Early in the following year, Captain Morris arrived at Portsmouth with despatches 

from Lord Keith, Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean fleet.  On the renewal of 

hostilities, in 1803, he was nominated to the command of the Sea Fencibles (6) between 

Blackwater and the Stour; and towards the end of the same year we find him in the Leopard 

of 50 guns, from whence he went to the Colossus, 74, the command of which ship he retained 

until the autumn of 1808. 



 

 

 

 

“The Colossus formed part of Lord Nelson’s fleet in the sanguinary combat off Cape 

Trafalgar; and on that memorable occasion sustained a far greater loss than any other British 

ship, having had 40 killed and 160 wounded; among the latter were their gallant Commander, 

two Lieutenants, a Marine officer, and nine Midshipmen.  For his distinguished conduct on 

that memorable day, Captain Morris, in common with his brother officers, received a gold 

medal, and the thanks of both Houses of Parliament. 

 

“Captain Morris subsequently commanded the Formidable of 98 guns.  He received 

the honorable appointment of a Colonelcy of Royal Marines, July 31, 1810; became a Rear-

Admiral, Aug. 1, 1811; and a K.C.B. Jan.2, 1815.  His commission as Vice-Admiral bears 

date Aug. 12, 1819.  During the latter part of the war he held command in the Baltic fleet. 

 

“Sir James Nicoll Morris married, Oct.25, 1802, Margaretta Sarah, second daughter 

of the late Thomas Somers Cocks, Esq., Banker, of Charing Cross, niece of the first Lord 

Somers, and sister of the lady of Vice-Admiral Sir William Hargood, K.C.B. 

 

Residence: Marlow, Bucks.” 

 

 

Biographical Notes on Admiral Sir William Hargood, GCB, GCH. 

 

1. Extract from “Marshall’s “Naval Biographies” Vol.1, Page 399. 

“During the Spanish armament, in 1790, this officer commanded the Swallow sloop, 

stationed in the Channel.  On the 22nd November in the same year, he was promoted to the 

rank of Post-Captain; and some time after appointed to the Hyaena, of 34 (sic) guns and 158 

men, on the Jamaica station; in which ship he was captured, May 27, 1793, by the French 

frigate la Concorde, of 44 guns and 340 men. 

 

“In 1794, Captain Hargood commanded the Iris frigate, stationed in the North Sea.  

On 14th February in the following year, he sailed for the coast of Africa; and on his return 

from thence, was appointed to the Leopard, of 50 guns, stationed first on the coast of 

Portugal, and afterwards in the North Sea.  He subsequently removed into the Nassau, of 64 

guns, and after a short interval joined the Intrepid, of the same force, in which ship he 

proceeded to the East Indies, where he continued until the termination of hostilities. 



 

 

 

 

“Towards the end of the year 1803, our officer obtained the command of the Belleisle, 

an 80 gun ship, forming part of the Mediterranean fleet of Lord Nelson, whom he 

accompanied to and from the West Indies, in pursuit of the combined squadrons of France 

and Spain. 

 

“In the ever memorable battle of Trafalgar, the Belleisle was opposed to two of the 

enemy’s ships, and lost all her masts about an hour after its commencement; notwithstanding 

this misfortune, Captain Hargood, by the dextrous use of his sweeps, brought her broadsides 

to bear on his antagonists, so as to keep an effective fire upon them during the remainder of 

the engagement.  The loss sustained by the Belleisle on this glorious occasion, amounted to 

33 killed and 93 wounded (7) 

 

“On the 14th September 1806, the subject of this sketch being off Cape Henry, in 

company with the Bellona and Melampus, discovered a line-of-battle ship to leeward, under 

jury-masts, standing in for the Chesapeake, to which he immediately gave chase.  On  

perceiving the British squadron, she bore up and ran ashore.  Captain Hargood immediately  

sent boats, and took possession of her.  She proved to be l’Impetueux, of 74 guns and 670 

men., one of the squadron that had been cruising under Rear-Admiral Villaumez, from whom 

she had separated during a heavy gale of wind, wherein she had lost all her masts, bowsprit, 

and rudder.  The same day two suspicious vessels appearing in the offing, Captain Hargood 

gave directions for the prize to be set on fire, which was carried into effect, after removing 

her crew, by Captain Poyntz, of the Melampus. (8) 

 

“At the general promotion, April 28, 1808, Captain Hargood was nominated to one of 

the vacant Colonelcies of Royal Marines; and about the same period he obtained the 

command of the Northumberland, of 74 guns.  From that time until his advancement to the 

rank of Rear-Admiral, which took place July 31, 1810, our officer commanded a squadron 

stationed in the Adriatic. 

 

“Towards the latter end of 1810, Rear-Admiral Hargood hoisted his flag on board the 

Gladiator, at Portsmouth, and superintended the harbour at that place till the year 1813, when 

he was appointed to the command at Guernsey, Jersey, etc.  He was promoted to the rank of 

Vice-Admiral, June 4, 1814; and, on the 2nd January following, created a KCB. 

 



 

 

 

“Sir William Hargood married, in May 1811, Maria, daughter of the late Thomas 

Somers Cocks, Esq., banker at Charing Cross, (and brother of the late Lord Somers,) by 

Anne, daughter of Alexander Thistlethwayte, of Southwick Place, Hants, Esq.”  

 

 

2.  Extract from “A Naval Biographical Dictionary” Vol.1, by W.R.O’Byrne, 1849 

“Sir William bore a part, when a Lieutenant of the Magnificent 74, in Sir Geo. 

Rodney’s action with the Comte de Grasse 12 April 1782.  He commanded the Hyaena 24 

when the vessel was captured by the French in May 1793; and between 1794 and his 

attainment of Flag rank 31 July 1810 he successively officiated as Captain of the Iris frigate, 

Leopard 50, Nassau and Intrepid 64's, Bellisle 80 (part of the victorious fleet in the action off 

Trafalgar 21 October 1805) and Northumberland 74.  In April 1808 he was appointed a  

Colonel of Marines.  From the close of 1810 until made a Vice-Admiral in 1814 we find 

him discharging the duties of Commander in Chief on the Jersey and Guernsey station;  in 

which latter capacity he was employed at Plymouth from April 1833 until April 1836.  He 

was created a KCB in 1815, and in 1831 a GCB and GCH.(9)   He died at Bath, an Admiral 

of the White, 12 December 1839. (10)   ” 

Notes on the texts by HBG 

 

   (1) The “gallant officer” was Captain John Morris. His son, James Nicoll Morris, was 

born in 1763 and joined his father on the Bristol in 1775 (“Nelson Collection at 

Lloyds” by W.R Dawson, 1932).  After his father’s death, James Morris was 

befriended by Admiral Samuel Barrington who gave James his lieutenant’s 

commission on 14 September 1780 (Allen, 1841, p.252). 

 

   (2) On 12 April 1782, British ships, under the command of Admiral Rodney and based at 

St Lucia, were off the islands of Guadaloupe and Dominique facing the French fleet 

carrying 5500 men and artillery.  The British ships lined up at a cable’s length, and a 

fierce battle ensued until Admiral Rodney in the Formidable supported by Namur, 

Duke, and Canada broke through the French line and were able to attack from the 

rear, thus securing the advantage.  (Marshall, Vol.1, Part 1, page 35 et seq) 

 

   (3) At Rota Point, near Cadiz. (Clowes,  Vol.4, page 549) 

 

   (4) The fortress of Fuengirola. (Clowes, Vol.4, page 534) 

 

   (5) The San Josef was purchased by the Royal Navy and renamed the Calpe (Clowes, Vol 

4, page 534) 

 

   (6) Defences aimed at repelling an invasion by the French. 

 



 

 

 

 

   (7) Artists’ impressions of scenes of the battle are noted in the Catalogue of Prints and 

Drawings at the National Maritime Museum Library, Greenwich, 

(http://www.ull.ac.uk/ull/his/marhis.html) from where reproductions are obtainable. 

They include: 

 

PAG9031. Lithograph, coloured.  Trafalgar: situation of the Colossus 

74, when closely engaged by the Bahama Spanish 74,......and the 

Argonauta French 74,...and the Swiftsure French 74.  Needham, 

Jonathan (engraver). 

 

PAD5705.  Aquatint.  Belleisle 4h. 15m. P.M. Octr. 21st 1805 

Dumanoir Naiad. Belleisle. Sta Ana. R.Sovereign. Victory. Achille. 

Duncan, E. (Engraver). 

 

PAD8605. Watercolour. Belleisle in tow of the Naiad on 23 October 

1805. Nicholas, P.H. (Artist). 

 

PAF4730. Aquatint, coloured. Situation of His Majesty’s Ship Belleisle, 

Wm Harwood Esqr Captain, with the Naiad Frigate, Captain Thos 

Dundas, taking her in Tow at the close of the Action off Trafalgar 21st 

October 1805. Andrews, G. (Publisher). 12 Aug. 1806 

 

PAD4054. Aquatint. Belleisle, 15 minutes past noon. Octr 21st 1805. 

Duncan, Edward (engraver). 

 

   (8) The subject of this paragraph appeared as a report in the Times, 27 October 1806, 2b. 

 

   (9) Sir William Hargood was born in 1762 and entered the Navy in 1773. As a 

midshipman, he also served on the Bristol with Midshipman Morris, which led to their 

longstanding friendship.    

 

According to Dawson (p.407), Hargood was also “a life-long personal friend of 

William IV”, and this stemmed from the time when Hargood was a Lieutenant and the 

then Prince William was Captain of the Pegasus.  Somerset recalls a story (p.41) of 

the Prince on board the Pegasus when stationed off Newfoundland in 1786.   “These 

gloomy surroundings proved no impediment to the riotous celebrations of his twenty-

first birthday...........Officers and men became as gloriously drunk as the Prince 

himself, and he was hoisted on the shoulders of the sailors to be paraded violently 

from one end of the ship to the other.” 

 

Allen also tells a story, though undated, of an occasion when Hargood had to restrain  

Prince William, Duke of Clarence, who by his antics threatened to destabilise their 

rowing-boat on the Thames. Could that have been, we may question, after they had 

taken a good lunch provided at Thames Bank by James and Margaretta Morris ? 

 

 When Queen Charlotte visited Bath for some days in 1817, she was accompanied by 

the Duke of Clarence who took every opportunity of making private visits to Sir 

William and Lady (neé Maria Cocks) Hargood at their home in Queen Square.   



 

 

 

 

When Hargood slipped on ice and broke his leg while walking in Bath, the Duke of 

Clarence wrote him a letter: 

“Bushy House 

  January 30, 1830 

“My dear friend and valued shipmate, 

Mrs Harper has just written to my unmarried daughter, mentioning that 

you have had the misfortune to break your leg; I must therefore write to 

enquire after you.  This misfortune I have, thank God, not  

met with; but the dislocation of the shoulder, and the fracture of the arm, 

I am acquainted with, and are bad enough, but not by any means equal to 

your accident.   I am anxious to know how you are, and request Lady 

Hargood will answer this letter if it is at all inconvenient for you to 

write.  I hope you will soon recover, and ever believe me, 

Dear Hargood, 

   Yours truly, 

William” 

 

When George IV died on 26 June 1830, the Duke of Clarence became William IV and   

Hargood was one of the first to be invited to meet him at St James’ Palace on 6 July.  On 

23 March 1831, Admiral Sir William Hargood was decorated with the Grand Cross of the 

Hanoverian Guelphic Order, a personal honour conferred by His Majesty. (Allen, 1841, 

p.220 et seq.) 

 

The Duchess of Kent and her daughter, Princess Victoria, the heir apparent, visited 

Plymouth while Admiral Hargood, by now in his 70's, was commandant of the naval 

establishment there between 1833 and 1836.  It was well known that William IV heartily 

disliked the Duchess and was determined to outlive her and prevent her becoming Regent 

on behalf of the Princess, of whom the King was nevertheless fond.  The yacht arriving 

with the Royal party suffered a mishap.  The Duchess and Princess subsequently had 

breakfast with Admiral Sir William and Lady Hargood, and were then sent on a cruise 

around Eddystone lighthouse.  There are grounds for thinking that a letter along the 

following lines may just possibly have been received subsequently by Hargood:- 

 

Dear Bill, 

Heard about the to-do last week and thought a few lines might 

be appropriate, if only to offer sympathy.  Thought of you there, all 

dressed up in your best bib and tucker to do your stuff,  everything 

ship-shape, and then all hell breaking loose. 

When I gave my permission for the boat to be used I thought it 

would give the little girlie a treat; poor thing, she so misses not having a 

father, but I never guessed the crew would be so incompetent - 

wouldn’t have happened in our day, eh?  Couldn’t get into the harbour 

without a tow, they said, and then to use a tow-rope so long that it 

fouled and broke when going round the headland was bad enough, but 

to allow all and sundry to wallow around before hitting the hulk was 

unforgivable.  Mind you, your chap towing must have been a bit of a 

noddy not to anticipate difficulties on entering the tide-race, and I 

expect he heard from you accordingly. 

Not quite the grand arrival the you-know-who was expecting after all 

the gun salutes and bunting everywhere, to say nothing of the huge crowds on 

the quay expecting something a bit more dignified.  Must say, I had a bit of a 



 

 

 

giggle to think of the chaos.  The old boat, ie she of the timbers and not of 

the skirts, is a bit bashed up I gather, but what a good thing the mast got 

wedged and didn’t fall on anyone, anyone important that is ! 

Liked the story of your young man who took the girlie to a safe 

place.  Got his priorities right if you ask me and left her Mum to fend for 

herself, but I’m expecting a different account of things from her p.d.q. !  A 

little something for his pocket seems called for, but better not from me if you 

would be so kind. 

Never mind the papers, they probably enjoyed the spectacle and 

made the most of it, but I hear everyone was full of praise for your getting 

the party off  the boat smartish and into your barge without further mishap.  

Nothing like being on the spot and taking charge. I am grateful to you as 

always, and look forward to having a tincture or two with you at earliest. 

Incidentally, my good woman is off  to foreign parts for a while.  

Nice if we could get together.  Remember how we enjoyed ourselves, you 

old rascal, when off-duty in warmer climes; but we were young then! 

Yours, 

(Unsigned) 

 

 

   (10) Hargood died in Bath at the age of 77 (RG ref: Bath, Oct-Dec 1839, 11, 25).  He was buried 

in Bath Abbey below a memorial tablet.  His portrait by F.R.Say is in the Painted Hall, Greenwich.  

As William IV had died in 1837, it was to a levée of Queen Victoria’s that Hargood’s nephew, 

Captain William Hargood, returned the insignia of GCB; that of the GCH was returned to the King of 

Hanover. 

 
  



 

 

 

Appendix 6 

 Articles by Alfred Heneage Cocks MA, FSA, FZS, FRGS 

Vol. Page Published 

“Records of Bucks” 

The Bells of the Churches in the Hundred of Desborough   5    375 1885 

The Parish Church of All Saints, Great Marlow.           6    326 1889  

Local Words of South Bucks                          7     61 1892 

Notice of “The Church Bells of Bucks”                  7    236 1892 

Description of the Brass of Roger Dynham               7    262 1893 

A Further Contribution towards a Bucks Vocabulary       7    284 1893 

Exploration of a Large Barrow at Chetwode              7    462 1895 

A Palimpsest Brass of Middle Claydon                  7    529 1896 

The Romano-British Pile Dwelling at Hedsor             7    538 1896 

Intra-Mural Monuments of Great Marlow Church          8    162 1898 

Discovery of Stone Slab in Turville Church               8    285 1899 

Intra-Mural Monuments of Turville Church               8    360 1900 

Legend of St. Nicholas                               9     86 1904  

A Third Contribution to a Bucks Vocabulary              9    124 1904 

Wooburn Version of Mummers’ Play                    9    222 1905 

Exploration of a “Natural Barrow” at Stone               9    263 1907 

On a Semi-underground Hut, Walton Road, Aylesbury      9    282 1907 

Hanslope Church, its ruthless treatment                  9    302 1907 

Prehistoric Pit Dwellings at Ellesborough                 9    349 1908 

On Anglo-Saxon Burials at Ellesborough                 9    425 1909 

On a Hoard of Bronze Implements, New Bradwell          9    431 1909 

Danes Ditches at Danesfield                           10    19 1910 

Notes on Discovery of Roman Villa at Medmenham        10   131 1911 

 “    ”    “     ”   “     ”  “      ”             10   183 1912 

The Penn Version of the Mummers’ Play                 10   172 1912 

Mr Weller’s Collection of Bucks Prints                   10   379 1915 

Eton School Bill                                     10   436 1916 

 

“Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London” 

Note of the Breeding of the Otter                             249 1881 

Exhibition and remarks upon, specimens of supposed hybrids 

between the Stoat and the Ferret                          2 1899 

Note of the Gestation of the Pine-Marten                       836 1900 

Exhibition of a series of photographs of Whales taken in the 

East Finmarken 

 

“The Geographical Journal” 

Capt.C.A.Larsen’s Antarctic Journey.                       4  466 1894 

 

Other publications 

Pamphlet entitled “Notes of a naturalist on the 

 West Coast of Spitzbergen” (London 1882) 

 

Book entitled “The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire” 

(Jarrold & Sons, London 1897) 
  

  



 

 

 

Appendix 4 

Extract from letter to King George III from Prince William.           

 

Pegasus, Nevis Road, 20 May 1787. 

 I must mention Lieutenant Hargood, the Second Officer, who ever since I have 

commanded the Pegasus, has acted in the most officer-like and respectful manner, and since Mr. 

Schomberg's last arrest has carried on the duty of the ship in a most exemplary manner.  Those 

officers, like Hargood, who know the discipline and rules of the service, and are with Captains 

that expect every officer and man to do his duty, serve with zeal as they are certain of support in 

their Commander.  The ship is now as she ought to be : I order and I am obeyed.  Hargood in 

short does right : I am satisfied : the other officers, such as the Master, Surgeon, Purser and 

Marine Officer have always behaved with respect and propriety. 

 

   ("The Later Correspondence of George III" by A. Aspinall. 

   Cambridge University Press, Vol. 1, No. 363, p. 293, 1962)  
  



 

 

 

Appendix 3 

Captions to Portraits 

 

A. 

Top: Thomas Somers Cocks (1737-1796) Banker of Downing Street.   c.1770. 

Bottom:   Anne (née Thistlethwayte) (1748-1817), married the above in 1768.   c.1770. 

 

 

B. 

Top: Lieut. (later Vice-Adm. Sir, KCB) James Nichol Morris (1763-1830), aged 17. 

 Of Thames Bank, Marlow.  Captain of HMS Colossus, Trafalgar 1805.   1780 

Bottom:   Margaretta Sarah (née Cocks) (1776-1842), married the above in 1802.   c.1815. 

 

 

C. 

Top: Admiral Sir William Hargood GCB, GCH (1762-1839) of Bath.  Captain of HMS 

Belleisle, Trafalgar 1805.   c.1830. 

Bottom:   Maria (née Cocks) (1777-1844), married the above in 1811.   c.1812. 

 

 

D. 

Top: Catherine (née Cocks) (1774-1844), married James Cladell Vernon 1802.  c.1802. 

Bottom:   Eliza Jane (née Cocks) ( 1784-1855), married Thomas Raymond Barker of 

Hambleden, 

Bucks in 1824.   1815. 

 

 

E. 

Top: Thomas Somers Cocks (1781-1859).  Banker of London and Thames Bank, Marlow.      

c.1845 

Bottom:   Agneta (née Pole-Carew) (1791-1836), married the above in 1813.  c.1820. 

 

 

F. 

Top: Thomas Somers Cocks (1815-1899).  Banker of London and Thames Bank, Marlow, 

from 1859.  MP for Reigate 1847-1857.   c.1847. 

Bottom:   Sara Louisa (née Wynne) ( 1817-1894), married the above in 1842.   1847. 

 

 

G. 

Top: Thomas Somers Vernon Cocks (1850-1932).  Banker of London and High Wycombe.   

c.1880. 

Bottom:   Alfred Somers Heneage Cocks (1851-1928).  Naturalist and antiquary of 

Fingest, Bucks.   c.1865. 
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