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Introduction 

 

 This is the story of a man who, having retired from public life, came to live at the house 

called Thames Bank - which he renamed Lymbrook and which was later known as Thames Lawn -  

beside the river at Marlow.  That was in 1913, and he was able to enjoy its environs for six years 

before his death. 

 He was a soldier by profession and an engineer by training, though he ended his career as 

Prime Minister of Natal and saw that country through the South African or Boer War of 1899-1902.  

He was evidently an imperialist of the old order, and while his like have largely disappeared from 

the scene in the new enlightenment, his services to Britain were recognised in his day by the award 

of the country’s highest honours. 
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Building in Bermuda 

 

Early in the 19th century at a time when the British Colony of Bermuda appeared to be 

threatened by the expansionist policies of the USA, the British government drew up plans to 

strengthen the fortification of the islands, but these plans were shelved.  By the 1860’s the security 

of the islands had again become an issue when differences over slavery led to the secession of 

eleven southern States from the Union, and with these Bermudians were more in sympathy, 

primarily for reasons of trade with North and South Carolina, but they feared aggression from the 

northern rump of the Union in consequence.  Britain officially adopted a policy of neutrality in the 

civil war which followed, despite a moral  alignment with the Federal States over their stand against 

slavery, but felt it prudent to look again at the plans for the defence of the island group. 

New forts in strategic positions were decided upon as well as an improvement in military 

communications by the construction of a causeway between St George’s island and the mainland of 

Bermuda, previously connected only by ferry.   As there was no labour force available – the convict 

colony having been dissembled – the work fell to the army garrisoned at Bermuda.  Although the 

American Civil War ended in 1865, the threat of an American invasion remained a cause of concern 

and it was decided that work should continue.  

Lieutenant Albert Henry Hime R.E., just 24 years old and having married Josephine Searle 

in Plymouth some three months previously, arrived in August 1866 and was given responsibility for 

building the causeway. No doubt he relished the prospect even though he had no previous 

experience of such an undertaking, and would have seen it as an opportunity to demonstrate his 

capabilities.  What was required was a road 1.8 miles long, 47% of it across a harbour, and 

incorporating two bridges: one wooden and one of iron, the latter a swing-bridge to allow the 

passage of shipping.   

The work took four years to complete.  The road was constructed to a width of 221/
2 feet – 

somewhat wider for military purposes than would have sufficed for ordinary traffic - reducing to 15 

ft and 12 ft at the wooden and iron bridges respectively; the retaining walls were 3 ft thick and 

made from the local soft stone; the iron-work for the bridge was constructed in England.  On 19 

September 1871 there was a grand opening ceremony attended by all the dignitaries on the island, 

brass bands played, there was bunting  

 

 



everywhere, and some 6000 inhabitants or half the population turned out to watch the proceedings.  

At about 2.30 pm the Governor, Maj.-Gen. John Henry Lefroy RA, accompanied by his ADC, Capt. 

Charles Chevenix-Trench, arrived at the western end of the Causeway where he was met by a 

Guard of Honour and given a 17 gun salute.  He then  received a report from Lt. Hime, who said in 

part (PRO: CO 37/201/363): 

“I have the honour to announce to Your Excellency that this Causeway is now  

completed, and ready to be opened for public traffic.........  The works were opened in October 

1867.........   They are of a solid and substantial character without any attempt at ornament, which 

without increasing their utility would have added to their expense, already very heavy in proportion 

to the resources of the Colony.........” 

 

In his reply to Hime, the Governor said: 

 

“I receive this report with the greatest satisfaction, and I congratulate you on having  

associated your name inseparably with the social history of Bermuda.  I trust in a long future 

career you may reap many distinctions, but I am sure there will be nothing which you will look back 

upon with greater satisfaction than having been the Engineer of a work which adds so largely to the 

convenience of these Islands, while it materially aids their military defence, and in having executed 

a task of such magnitude and novelty without accident to life or limb.”    

 

Later adding in his speech to the assembled corporations: 

 

“I congratulate first, the Engineer under whom it has been brought to completion,  

and with the greater pride and pleasure as he is a Royal Engineer and a fit representative of that 

gallant and scientific corps whose services are only measured by their motto UBIQUE’.” 

 

 When Lefroy subsequently reported the day’s events to the Earl of Kimberley, Secretary of 

State for the Colonies (PRO: CO 37/201/357), he said: 

 

“The day was kept as a Public Holiday, and the interest felt in the event  

attracted the largest assemblage of people ever seen in this Colony: nothing could have been more 

gratifying than the spirit displayed, or the enthusiasm with which three cheers were given for Her 

Majesty.  As soon as the accounts have been made up I shall have the honour of reporting what the 

total cost of this work has been, but it will not differ much from £27,000, a very large sum for public 

improvement from a Colony whose Revenue from fixed and casual sources does not exceed 

£25,000. 

 “As your Lordship is aware, an iron girder swing bridge 104 ft long,  

supported on central piers, permits the passage of vessels at the East end of the Causeway.  This 

bridge has been entirely put together under the direction of Lieut. Hime, and was worked by two 

men.  Considering the want of skilled workmen, the magnitude of the task, and the short time in 

which it has been done, this is a work which reflects great credit on that officer and on the NC 

officers and men of the Royal Engineers employed under him.  The smoothness with which the 

bridge worked was entirely satisfactory.  No serious accident has occurred during any part of the 

works” 

 

 



In saying what he did about the opening of the swing bridge, Lefroy was being 

somewhat tactful in overlooking a hitch, as part of the bridge had warped and there was a delay 

before it could be forced open and an armada of small boats allowed through.  On 25 October 1871, 

Lord Kimberley replied to Lefroy (PRO: CO/38/38/22) saying:  

“ I have received this intelligence with much satisfaction and I approve the terms of  

the speech which you delivered on the occasion.  I have to request that you will convey to Lieut. 

Hime the expression of my acknowledgements for the services rendered by him and the Royal 

Engineers under his command in putting together and working the swing bridge.” 

 

It is revealing to note that on the civil servant’s draft letter put before him for approval  

Kimberley had written “If we say too much the War Office will ask that they shall all be made 

C.M.G.s ” and he went on to score out the words “zealous and efficient” before the words “services 

rendered”.  His nod of approval was not, however, the only measure of gratitude shown to Hime  as 

he received a service of plate from an appreciative colonial legislature. 

 The first of the two photos of the Causeway that follow shows it as it was built, and then 

photographed by James B. Heyl.  Clearly a major construction, but in the great storm of 

1 September, 1880, a chunk of one span of the bridge was swept away and a stone pier collapsed.  

Repairs were made, presumably matching the original design as the bridge was still relatively 

young and Hime by then had been recalled to Britain, but the structure was again severely damaged 

in a hurricane on 14 September 1899.  On this occasion, three-quarters of a mile of the Causeway 

was destroyed and had to be rebuilt to a stronger design.  The second photo shows its current form;  

somewhat narrow now for the motor traffic permitted in Bermuda only after the Second World War. 

 When Albert and Josephine Hime departed for England in December 1871 they took with 

them the four children born since their arrival on the islands. 

  

  



 

  



 
  



 
  



 
  



Natal and the Zulu War 

 

 By the time Hime returned to England, Edward Cardwell had been appointed Secretary of 

State for War and was endeavouring to bring about various army reforms, not least of which was 

that promotion should be based on ability and performance rather than on length of service or age; 

objectives ardently shared by Maj.-Gen. Sir Garnet Wolseley, later to become C.in C. of the army.  

So, with a favourable reputation behind him and a Minister’s commendation in his locker, Hime 

had probably been marked out already for higher things, although these did not come immediately. 

 Hime spent the next four years at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, being promoted 

to Captain after three, and it was during this period that political developments in southern Africa 

led to increased military activity.  British foreign policy in the middle of the 19th century had aimed 

at safeguarding its interests in Africa by establishing control - by force if necessary - over the 

indigenous peoples.  Not only had the British colonised the Cape, which was regarded as vital to 

communications with India, and in so doing induced the Dutch Africaners to trek north into what 

became the Orange Free State and the Transvaal, but the British had also established a colony in 

Natal on the east coast, bordering the traditional homelands of the Zulu tribes.  The local economies 

were being transformed and stimulated by the emergent mining operations and by capitalist 

agriculture, both of which were labour intensive, so a passive native population was seen as 

necessary in the creation of a pliable labour force.   An uprising occurred among the Zulus, but this 

was handled from Natal so incompetently that  in 1875 Lord Carnarvon, Colonial Secretary, 

appointed Wolseley as special commissioner in Natal, and Wolseley selected Hime to accompany 

him as Colonial Engineer. 

 At the age of 33 in September 1875, Capt. Albert Hime arrived in Natal to take up the post 

of Colonial Engineer with responsibility for organising the construction and maintenance of roads, 

bridges and military outposts etc;  for the extension of the railway from the coast to the interior;  for 

the dredging of the harbour at Durban, and for whatever else was needed to support the country’s 

infrastructure, particularly with a view to improving its defence.  As in many such British colonies 

of its day, the administration of Natal lay principally in the hands of army personnel, and within a 

year of his arrival Hime had become a member of Natal’s Executive and Legislative Councils.   
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After Britain had annexed Kimberley to the Cape Colony in 1871, primarily to secure  

its diamond resources, and proclaimed the Transvaal a Crown Colony in 1877 as a step towards the 

federation of States in southern Africa, the British faced opposition from both Boers and Zulus, but 

as the latter continued to be the more troublesome it was decided that British forces should move 

into Zululand to quell the source of the disturbances. 

 Reinforcements from Britain arrived at Durban in January 1879, and Hime gave assistance 

to Colonel A. W. Durnford (great grandson of Capt Andrew Durnford RE who coincidentally had 

been sent to Bermuda in 1783 to organise its defences, as had Hime a century later) by organising 

and equipping three Companies of Native Pioneers, each consisting of three European officers from 

the Colonial Engineer’s department and one hundred natives.  A proportion of the natives carried 

rifles, others assegais and shields; while tools, forges, dynamite etc., for bridge building were 

loaded in two-wheeled ox-carts, all becoming part of the expeditionary force of 13,000 men that 

advanced in three columns into Zululand.  Hime did not accompany any of the columns, and he was 

undoubtedly fortunate as Durnford and some 1400 soldiers of his contingent and of the 24th  

Regiment were totally overwhelmed at Isandhlwana and massacred by vast numbers of Zulus.  

Nevertheless as an engineer he would have been proud to learn of the redeeming battle at Rorke’s 

Drift where some 100 men under Lt. John Chard RE fought a heroic and successful defence against 

4000 Zulus, for which Chard and 10 others were awarded VC’s, the most ever awarded in a single 

engagement. 

 It was after the disaster of Isandhlwana that Wolesley was given overall command of the 

armed forces in Natal, and who, when supplemented by 10,000 further troops from Britain, 

achieved the defeat of the Zulus and the surrender of their chief.  Wolesley then partitioned 

Zululand into 13 sectors, each with its own chieftain;  a policy with which, judging from Hime’s 

attitude to later developments, he was not wholly in agreement, preferring to keep control in 

European hands. 

 Encouraged by the militancy of the Zulus, the Boers took up arms in the following year and 

crossed into Natal from the Transvaal, successfully attacking the British outpost at Majuba.  By 

then, however, the new Liberal Government under William Gladstone was more anxious to secure 

peace than to wage war, and made concessions leading to the London Convention of February 1884 

by which the Boers obtained greater independence in the Transvaal. 

9 

 For the past five years Hime had been consolidating his position.  Promoted to Major in 

December 1881, he found by the end of 1883 that his administrative responsibilities on behalf of the 



colonial government  were demanding his full attention, and he retired from the army at the age of 

39 with the honorary title of Lt.- Colonel.    

A term of the London Convention was that the border between the Orange Free State and 

Natal should be surveyed by commissioners to be appointed, two each by the respective 

Governments, and after some delay while the British sorted out their objectives, 

 Sir H.Bulwer, Governor of Natal, wrote to the President of the OFS on 16 September 1884 

nominating Hime and J.E.Fannin, a land surveyor, on behalf of Natal.    

The Commissioners began their work in October, starting at Mnt. aux Sources, a peak of 

some 11,000 ft in the Drakensberg mountains at the southernmost point of the boundary.  Apart 

from the need for the Commissioners to reach agreement in their task - a not inconsiderable 

requirement given the inclination of each side to protect or achieve what it regarded as its rights or 

preserves - there was the added physical problem of traversing a mountain range that had 

effectively been a natural boundary between the two countries.  At the end of November, Hime and 

Fannin submitted an interim report, having covered about a quarter of the length they had to survey, 

and in this they said that they had been delayed originally by the late arrival of their supporting 

wagons, and that subsequently they had encountered unfavourable weather, broken country, flooded 

streams and swamps, the absence of roads, and missing beacons from previous surveys, all adding 

to their difficulties. 

Altogether it must have been a very taxing exercise, but by January 1885 the joint 

Commissioners had laid down or verified the position of 279 beacons to mark the line of the border 

along a length of 158 miles, and they submitted a final report (PRO: CO 179/158) together with 

nine detailed maps on a scale of 1 inch to half a mile (PRO: MPGG/1/50).  One unexpected 

discovery during the survey was that of many Bushman paintings in the area. 

 When Bulwer wrote to Col. Frederick Stanley, the Colonial Secretary in London, on 26 

August (PRO: CO 179/158) about a consequential political settlement, he said this about the  

boundary survey: 

“The principal document is the report of the Commissioners of 27 February 1885  

which, as I have said in my Minute of 20 March, sets forth the state of the case in an admirably 

clear and comprehensive manner;  and I would beg to bring under your most favourable notice the 

services of Colonel Hime and Mr Fannin who, both in their relations with the Free State 

Commissioners and in carrying out the work of the survey, discharged the Commission entrusted to 

them with a tact and discretion and with a carefulness and ability that call for my warmest 

commendation.” 
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On 22 October 1885 the Secretary of State for the Colonies wrote to the Governor of Natal 

saying:- 

 

“I have to request that you will convey to Lt.-Col. Hime and to Mr Fannin my high  

appreciation of the very able and satisfactory manner in which they discharged the duties entrusted 

to them.” 

 

The award to Hime of the CMG followed in 1886. 
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Boer War and Politics 

 

 After Hime retired from the army in 1883 he continued to sit on the Executive and 

Legislative Councils of Natal by appointment, but when Natal was given self-government in 1893 

the function of these bodies was absorbed within a structure composed of elected representatives, 

and Hime was out of work   In 1897, however, Hime was elected to represent Pietermaritzburg in 

the Binns administration, and he was promptly appointed Minister of Lands and Works, and 

Minister of Defence, for which his previous experience made him eminently suitable.  In 1899 he 

became Prime Minister of Natal while retaining his departmental portfolios, and it is probable that 

this came about in recognition of the need for closer collaboration between the administrative and 

military arms of local government. 

 Political developments at the time were highly charged:  the British were active in exploiting 

the gold and diamond mines close to the borders with the Orange Free State and the Transvaal, but 

saw risk of losing control of these operations as friction with the Boers began to escalate.  There 

were many, including the British Government and Milner, the Cape High Commissioner, who felt 

that stability in southern Africa could only be achieved by combining all the States within a federal 

union under British rule.  The Boer States did not agree, and when a token force of British troops 

was amassed on the borders,  the Boers reacted swiftly by making pre-emptive strikes on four fronts 

(see map).  The second Boer War had begun and Hime was to become deeply involved. 

 On the Natal front, some 14,000 mounted Boers crossed the border in the evening of 11 

October and raced down the passes towards the coast where fresh arms and ammunition would be 

available.  There were a few skirmishes on the way, but little effective opposition, and within two 

weeks about a quarter of Natal and some 100 miles of railway were in Boer hands.  Virtually the 

whole British force in the region, numbering about 13,500, was concentrated at Ladysmith where 

there was an important railway junction, and here it became surrounded and subject to siege.  

Strangely, the Boer commander was content to stand and hold the British in check for some months 

despite pressure on him to press on to the coast, and the delay enabled reinforcements to be sent 

from Britain.  Hime in Pietermaritzburg meanwhile, fearing a later attack, lent support to the Royal 

Engineers who constructed an 

entrenched position around the military cantonment, and threw up earthworks on  
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commanding points.  Mines were laid and searchlights improvised for cloud-signalling, but the 

defences were not put to the test as the Boers decided that their forces were not strong enough both 

to maintain the siege of Ladysmith and press on to invade southern Natal.  The war dragged on; 

Ladysmith and Mafeking were eventually relieved, but the British suffered numerous further 

reverses through being incapable of dealing effectively with the more flexible guerrilla tactics of the 

Boers.   It was not until Lord Kitchener was appointed C-in-C that the British brought the war to an 

end in May 1902, at a final cost of 22,000 British lives. 

 Little more has come to light about Hime’s functions during the war, except that he was 

probably critical of the army’s failure to end the conflict quickly and restore Natal to its ordered 

existence.  His complaint, for instance, of the army’s indiscriminate censorship of private 

correspondence led to a question being raised in the British Parliament; and his complaint that the 

army was in breach of agreement in requisitioning Zulu cattle got as far as Kitchener   When he was 

knighted in 1900, however, the citation stated that it was in recognition of his services to the 

Imperial Government.   

One curious and at present unexplained fact about the war is that the British sent 5000 Boer 

prisoners of war to Bermuda where its multiple small islands in the Great Sound  could 

accommodate them securely.  It would not be unreasonable to suppose that Hime recommended that 

destination, knowing as he did how convicts had been used in Bermuda as a labour force, and how 

in their absence the army had been used to build the causeway;  but why such a distant place was 

selected in preference to other nearer places offering equally good security, such as Australia, is 

otherwise a mystery. 

 While it is unwise to accept unreservedly the views of  commentators, whether 

contemporary or latter-day, it has to be noted that those who have assessed Hime’s performance as 

a politician (vide Morrell) did not praise his abilities highly.  Kock and Kruger explained this by 

suggesting that it was because, as an engineer, he was not really interested in politics.  But that did 

not prevent him holding strong imperialistic views, and he was comparatively extreme in his two 

major political prejudices: the Boer and the African.  Of the former, Hime is supposed to have 

expressed a view more or less to the effect that the only good Boer was a dead one; which, given 

the enmity between the nationalities at the time, is no more than patriotic and to be expected in the 

circumstances.  He was a strong supporter of Milner’s attempt to federate South Africa, and was a 

founder member of the anti-Kruger South African League 
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Where he demonstrated what is now regarded as improper racial discrimination is in his 

attitude to Africans, which was even more repressive than that to the Boers.  According to Morrell: 

“Albert Hime’s record in government on issues which involved Africans was not  

good, being characterised by lack of sympathy or, at worst, gross antagonism.  In 1887, as Colonial 

Engineer, he was given charge of the scheme to sell crown land to Africans.  He did not like the 

scheme, saying that he did not have the time to deal with these complicated Native cases.  In 

practical terms this meant that he accelerated a process of foreclosure which markedly reduced the 

number of Africans who held freehold land............ 

 

As prime minister, Hime took a bellicose attitude towards the development of African  

political expression.............It was entirely consistent for Hime to oppose any extension of the 

franchise to Africans.  This he did using public platforms to unite Africaners and Englishmen in 

Natal on the promise that Africans would not be given the vote.  Publicly, Hime argued his 

relentlessly discriminatory position on the grounds that ‘it would alienate africaner and 

englishmen, prejudice good government and provoke racial bitterness throughout the country’. ” 

 

Because of these attitudes, Morrell suggested that “Hime and his sons have to shoulder some of the 

responsibility for Natal becoming and remaining a racially closed, jingoistic and oppressive 

society”.    That may or may not be true of Natal society, and one would need to be more familiar 

than is the author with its nature then and now to reach a balanced view on the issue, but it does 

seem unfair to blame Hime for two reasons.  First, as there was no universal suffrage in Britain, 

Hime could not be expected to advocate for Natal more than was generally regarded as satisfactory 

in his day.  Women, for instance, did not have a vote in Britain until 1918, and then only if they 

were 30 years of age or over.  Furthermore, the progressive extension of the franchise to a wider 

section of the British population over time (to the middle classes in 1832; to town workers in 1867; 

to countrymen in 1884) had always been governed by the principle that those to be included should 

be deemed to have “stability of character and capacity to exercise wisely the vote” (Keith, p.58): a 

judgment that was possibly simpler to reach in the case of backward peoples in Hime’s day than it 

is today.  Secondly, he can hardly be held responsible for any perceived defects in Natal society that 

still exist  80 years after his death and which others have failed to correct in the period.  What may 

be true, however, is that Hime made a better engineer than a politician, and that, like the Duke of 

Wellington (Prime Minister in Britain, 1828-30), his military training with its emphasis on 

discipline offered little room for compromise.  
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A Private Life 

 

 Unlike many settlers in Natal who sent their children to schools in Britain if they could 

afford to do so, Hime educated all five of his sons locally, but he selected the most prestigious 

establishments for the purpose, one being Hilton College near Pietermaritzburg, of which he 

became a patron.  The importance he attached to education is to be seen in the role he played as 

President of the Colony’s Education Council which determined education policy, and it has been 

suggested that he sought to replicate the sort of tough physical environment that existed in the 

public schools of England, where playing the game, character building, and rugged masculinity 

were considered to be as important as academic accomplishment.   In fact, he was responsible in 

1903 for steering the Militia Bill through parliament, this making military service compulsory for 

settlers in Natal and involving school cadets. 

 It would not be surprising, in view of his status and ability to pull strings, to find that Hime 

used his influence to place his sons in advantageous positions with career prospects, but this does 

not seem to have been the case as all of them started in minor posts and advanced themselves by 

their own efforts.  

 As parents are often able to do by example, so Hime instilled his love of sport in his 

children, and many of them went on to distinguish themselves nationally and internationally in 

sporting activities, particularly at cricket.   Three of his sons at one time or another turned out to 

represent Natal, while a fourth was chosen to represent South Africa in Lord Hawke’s team in the 

Test match at Port Elizabeth in 1896, and to captain Natal against the Australians in 1902.    And 

not only did they earn credit on the field, but also by holding senior positions in the administration 

of various sports clubs.  It is said that Albert Henry Hime’s own love was fishing, and in this he 

could have indulged his fancies along the beautiful rivers not far from Pietermaritzburg,  

 The settler village of Himeville in Natal was named after Sir Albert Hime.  This is some 200 

kms west of Durban, near the border with Lesotho, lying in the rolling grasslands and foothills of 

the majestic Drakensberg mountains, and most famous for its clear trout streams so popular with 

anglers, for its invigorating mountain air and its recreational facilities.  There is a Himeville Arms 

Hotel, a Himeville Nature Reserve, and a Himeville Museum which contains military exhibits as 

well as Zulu, Bushman and wildlife displays. 
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 As to his personality, his biographers (Kock & Kruger) described him as essentially kindly 

and genial, despite his autocratic attitude, and among the family he was known affectionately as 

“Bossy”. 

 After his retirement as Prime Minister of Natal in 1903, Sir Albert Hime came to live in 

England while his sons remained in Natal, but he remained fiercely patriotic, even organising the 

supply of military equipment for use in Natal to quell another Zulu uprising in 1906.  King Edward 

VII had made him a Privy Councillor on 11 August 1902, to join other distinguished persons 

including Joseph Austen Chamberlain, Arthur James Balfour, and Richard Burdon Haldane.   He 

was also honoured by the universities of Dublin, Edinburgh and Cambridge, each of which made 

him an Honorary Doctor of Laws.  

In 1913, Lt.-Col. Sir Albert Henry Hime, KCMG, PC, took a 21 year lease at £210 pa on the 

house then called Thames Bank by the river at Marlow.  He renamed it Lymbrook, possibly after a 

favourite fishing place he had known, and he remained there until his death in 1919, having been 

predeceased by his wife and one of his two daughters.  Marlovians will understand how he was 

attracted to its peaceful setting with its opportunity for fishing and quiet reflection on a lifetime’s 

work.  If a memorial service was ever held for him it would then have been appropriate to recall the 

truth of the words spoken forty-four years previously by General Lefroy when he predicted that 

Hime would enjoy a long future career and reap many distinctions. 

  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Career of  Lt.-Col.  Rt. Hon. Sir Albert Henry Hime KCMG. 

 

Born:  Kilcool, County Wicklow, Ireland, 29 August 1842 

Educ: Portora Royal School, Enniskillen; private tutor; Trinity Coll. Dublin. 

Entered Royal Engineers as Lieutenant on 18 December 1861 

In Bermuda, August 1866-December 1871, and employed under the Colonial Government 

constructing the causeway and swing-bridge at St George’s. 

Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, February 1872-August 1875. 

Promoted to Captain, 28 May 1874 

Colonial Engineer, Natal, 1875 - 1893 

Member of the Executive and Legislative Councils, Natal, 1876-1893 

Served in Zulu War, 1879 (medal and clasp). 

Promoted to Major 18 December 1881 

Retired from army and appointed Lt.-Col. (Hon.) 29 December 1883 

Surveyed boundary between Orange Free State and Natal, 1884-5 

Minister of Lands and Works, Minister of Defence, Natal, 1897-99 

Prime Minister, Minister of Lands and Works, Minister of Defence, Natal, 1899-1903 

Appointed CMG 1886 

Appointed KCMG 1900 

Appointed PC 1902 

Retired 1903 

Hon. LL.D.,  Dublin, Edinburgh, Cambridge. 

Leased Thames Bank (renamed it Lymbrook), Marlow, 1913-1919 

Died 13 September 1919. 
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 Family of Albert Henry Hime 

 

 

Parents       Albert Henry Hime. was born 29 August 1842 at Kilcool, County Wicklow, 

Ireland, the seventh son of Rev. Maurice C. Hime and Harriette, daughter of 

Rev. Bartholomew Lloyd, Provost of Trinity College, Dublin. 

 

Wife: Married 8 May 1866 at St Peter’s, Plymouth, Josephine Mary, daughter of  

    J. Searle of Plymouth. 

 

Children: Maurice James (18 February 1867, Bermuda).  

Principal Clerk in the Veterinary Department, Natal Government. 

Represented Natal at cricket 

Married Florence Holley, a member of a prominent Greytown  

farming family 

Humphrey Albert (11 July 1868, Bermuda). 

Under-Secretary for Agriculture, Natal Government. 

Married Lillian, daughter of Sir T.K. Murray, a minister of the Natal  

government. 

Charles Frederick William (24 October 1869, Bermuda) 

Chief Magistrate, Pietermaritzburg. 

Represented South Africa at cricket against Lord Hawke’s team in  

the Test Match in 1896, and captained Natal against the 

Australians in 1902. 

Married Kathleen, daughter of J.W.Shores, Chief Engineer of the  

Natal Government Railways. 

Died 1940. 

Arthur Horace (5 October 1871, Bermuda) 

Lawyer, in practice with T.J. Allison, Natal. 

Represented Natal at cricket. 

Senior administrator in ten sports clubs and associations. 

Member of the Victoria Club Committee for 24 years. 

Married Maud Forder, daughter of a Pietermaritzburg magistrate. 

Died 1931. 

Kathleen Emma Mabel (12 April 1873, Waltham Abbey) 

A second daughter. 

Harry G.B (fifth son and last child) 

Inland Revenue Department, Natal Government 

Represented Natal at cricket. 

Died 1952. 
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