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Introduction. 

 

This is the story of a house called Spinfield to the west of Marlow, and 

of the people who lived there over a period of 50 years in the l9th century. 

The people have of course all gone, and the house has been replaced, but in 

its day it provided a retreat for two distinct but related families whose 

interests, and indeed fortunes, were centred on plantations producing mainly 

sugar in Jamaica; it is with them and how they dealt with the question of 

slavery on the island that the following account is mainly concerned.  

 

Because slavery and its eventual abolition was a principal subject of 

public interest in the early period, much valuable information was gleaned at 

the Public Record Office, adding to the published literature.  

Other sources yielded information of a more personal nature, mainly concerned 

with money matters, but as these sources were similarly public, only brief 

hesitation was necessary before deciding to include material that would fill 

out the picture.  

 

Regrettably, no family correspondence or diaries have as yet been 

traced, despite enquiries here and in Jamaica; neither has it been possible to 

get answers to some questions that have arisen in the course of research. The 

present account cannot therefore be regarded as historically definitive. One 

further shortcoming is that incomplete information can lead to inappropriate 

conclusions, a trap into which further research may show and the reader may 

judge that the author has occasionally fallen.  

 

 

Stocks,        Hugh Grice 

Spinfield Lane,          September 1995 

Marlow. 

         (Revised August 1996) 



 

Chapter 1. The House and Grounds. 

 

Whereas the names of many places in Marlow can reasonably be traced to 

activities or characteristics of the neighbourhood, such as Glade Road, Marefield, 

Chalkpit Lane and Quarry Wood, nothing readily springs to mind to suggest how Spinfield 

might have been so named. However, Colmer suggests that it is a corruption of the name 

of the Spineville or Espineville family who were resident in the town for many years 

and who were witnesses to deeds in the 14th century. Michael Spineville was Rector in 

1234, and he was succeeded by Nicholas who died in 1241. Later still there is evidence 

of a Richard de Spineville in 1263, and of a John Spyneville in 1347. Colmer thought it 

possible that the Spinevilles built the Deanery in St Peter's Street - though he 

probably meant the Parsonage - but it is even more likely that they had some form of 

habitation on the hill to the west of the town and to which the Spinevilles gave their 

name.  

 

Whether or not it is possible to establish that the grounds of Spinfield had 

ecclesiastical connections as long ago as that is beyond the scope of this particular 

study, which is mainly concerned with the people who lived at Spinfield in the 19th 

century. However, when the Tithe Commissioners had a map of Marlow drawn-up and dated 

1843, the property and certain other land in the vicinity was owned by the Dean and 

Chapter of Bristol. This map and its associated list tells us, furthermore, who 

occupied Spinfield and the surrounding lands.  

 

  719 Dean and Chapter James Simpson  Spinfield House 

       of Bristol         and Pleasure Grounds 

  720  "   "  Garden 

  721  "   "  Paddock (Grass) 

  724  "   "  Park (Grass) 

  725  "   "  Park (Grass) 

 

  722 A.Webb(Farmer) R.Gibbons(Brewer) Middle Spinfield 

  723  "   "  Lower Spinfield 

   

  718 T.Wethered(Brewer)  Himself  Dog Kennel Field 

 

  664 Col.A.Higginson   Himself  Gyldernscroft 

  665  "       T.Wethered  Bird's Close 

  666  "  T.Piggott  Market Garden 

 

  873 P.Borgnis  T.Wethered  Lower Highfield 

  874  "   "  Plantation 

  875  "   "  Middle Highfield 
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The field known as Martin's Close (Tithe plot 725), which eventually became part 

of Spinfield, was bought by the Overseers of the Poor in 1675 for £135. Marlow parish 

records show that on 21st April 1760 the vicar and churchwardens entered into a lease 

for 21 years with William Sneath, surgeon and apothecary, by which he paid £10 a year 

for the "Close of arable land of about 6 acres called Martin's Close adjoining Forty 

Green Lane on the East, Ham Lane on the South, the land of ---- Barney, gent. called 

Spinfield on the North, and land now in the occupation of John Langley, yeoman, called 

Highfields on the West", and 3 acres of land on the other side of Ham Lane.  

 

The lease tells us a number of things about the district. First, that what has 

now become the road from Marlow to Henley was then known as Ham Lane, probably after 

Ham Field on its southern side, and secondly that Spinfield Lane was then known as 

Forty Green Lane. In fact, Forty Green Lane was to become Madge Hawse's Lane by 1801 

when the churchwardens had a plan drawn-up of all their lands and properties in the 

parish, but in 1841 and 1851 the census enumerator called it Madge Hawes Lane, as did 

the rate collector in that period. While there had been a prominent Hawes family in the 

town for many years, it was not associated with this part of it and that connection can 

be discounted. Another variation in the name of the lane is reflected in the local 

Directory of 1842 which lists Thomas Piggott, a gardener and seedsman, as living in 

Madge-house Lane (Tithe plot 666). With no convincing explanation of the name of the 

lane it is tempting to think up possibilities, one such being that it is a corruption 

of Magistrate's House Lane after a local resident, with the local Bucks-burr tending to 

round-off the pronunciation.  

 

When James Simpson bought Spinfield in 1832 (see Chapter 5), he also took over 

the balance of the lease on the Close. The 26th Report of the Charity Commissioners, 

dated 10th January 1833, had the following to say in that connection:-  

 

"A piece of land called Martin's Close consisting of 6a 1r 39p is let to James 

Simpson on a lease at a yearly rent of £12 which is considered a good rent. The lease 

was originally granted for 21 years commencing Michaelmas 1823 and was subsequently 

assigned to Mr Simpson."  
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The private financial accounts of James Simpson show that he made payments to 

the Dean and Chapter of Bristol for "fine and fee for renewal of lease" amounting to 

£119 in 1832, £108 in 1840, and £108 in 1846. Presumably these sums covered all the 

land at Spinfield as well as Martin's Close. The successors to James Simpson continued 

to rent the Close until 1884 when Capt J.S.Carson bought it for £3661 from Marlow 

Charities; a somewhat surprising event bearing in mind that he sold Spinfield in the 

following year.  

 

An impression of the value of the Spinfield estate can be gained from the fact 

that James Simpson paid £4500 for it in 1832, and that for the purposes of the Church 

Rate in 1841 the gross annual rental had been estimated as follows:-  

 

  Spinfield House, Offices, Lawn 

     Garden, Greenhouse, Coachhouse 

     and Lodge     £75 

  Spinfield Meadow (7 acres)  £12 

  Martin's Close  (6 acres)   £10 

        £97 

 

While these figures seem small by current standards, when they are compared with those 

for other substantial properties in the neighbourhood it becomes clear that Spinfield 

was even then a property of note:-  

 

  Western House, Offices, Paddock 

   and Garden     £35 

  Garden adjoining Judges    £ 2 

  Meadow (7 acres)     £13 

  Woodland      £58 

                  £108 

 

  Gyldernscroft House, Offices, Garden 

     and Greenhouse    £45 

  Heath Coppice (31 acres)    £15 

  Part of Brizes Meadow    £17 

         £77 
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Precisely when a substantial house was first built on the site of the present 

Spinfield House is difficult to tell even though, as said above, the likelihood is that 

something had existed there for a long time. One confusing factor is that shortly after 

James Simpson acquired Spinfield he gave his address as Spinfield Lodge, which may have 

been the house in Spinfield Lane which now bears that name, or it could have been the 

house itself with the lodge in the lane being built between 1832 and 1841, and  

then assuming the name; the purchase price and the rental values suggest that the 

latter is the more probable explanation.  

 

That Spinfield was a house of some size is illustrated by the fact that in 1841 

it had a staff of six: a cook, ladiesmaid, housemaid, kitchenmaid, butler and footman, 

not including the coachman who lived with his family at Spinfield Lodge. Yet the house 

was due to be "considerably enlarged", according to Sheahan in 1862, when it was 

occupied by James Carson.  

 

During the time that James Simpson and James Carson were in occupation of 

Spinfield their domestic water would have come from a well in the grounds. (Well-heads 

can still be seen at Spinfield Lodge and Uphill Cottage nearby.) There is reason to 

believe that around 1870 the house employed a horse-wheel for pumping up the water to a 

storage tank which then supplied the house by gravity feed. The system was advanced and 

innovative, using the power generated by a horse walking in a circle to operate gears 

and a crankshaft to the pump. Although the machine at Spinfield has long gone, a 

replica can be seen at Greys Court, Henley.  

 

Major Simpson-Carson of Spinfield was a director of the Great Marlow Water 

Company which set out in 1883 to construct waterworks and to lay watermains throughout 

the town. According to the prospectus which sought to raise £8000 in shares of £10 

each:  

 

"In a sanitary point of view, there can be no doubt that the substitution of good water 

for that now obtained from private wells - in all cases liable to be contaminated by 

the leakage of sewage from the adjacent cesspools - will prevent epidemic diseases. The 

Mains will be constantly charged with water, and will be available at any time of day 

or night in case of fire, and cannot fail to prove a great boon to the inhabitants 

throughout the year."  
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A description of the house when it came up for sale in 1885 spoke of it being:  

 

"A commodious family residence of neat elevation, seated on an eminence, but 

well screened from north-east winds, approached through an avenue with lodge at 

entrance; and containing 18 bed and dressing rooms, bath room, lavatory, paved 

entrance-hall lighted by dome, library. The reception rooms have a southern 

aspect, command picturesque and extensive views, and comprise a bay dining room 

27ft by 18ft, elegant drawing room 4Oft 6in by 16ft, exclusive of deep bay 15ft 

by llft, and boudoir, handsome conservatory, and all necessary domestic offices. 

At a convenient distance detached stabling for nine horses, men's rooms, coach-

house etc., carriage yard, and useful farm buildings, productive kitchen garden, 

vineries, forcing houses, pits. cottages and orchard, delightful and extensive 

pleasure grounds laid out in terrace, walks, tennis and other lawns, fernery, 

and fountain etc., paddocks and park-like meadow land, altogether nearly 35 

acres."  

 

Shortly after the death of James Carson, the Return of owners of Land showed 

that the family held only 18 acres in 1873.   The 17 acres added by 1885 would have 

included the 6 acres of Martin's Close, and probably land to the east of Spinfield 

Lane.  

 

Spinfield was enlarged again and remodelled by Hay-Murray in 1887. The new owner 

sensibly considered that a house of that size needed more than one bathroom and 

converted three bedrooms to that end.  

 

The house was next owned by Lord Terrington in the 1920s until he became 

bankrupt; and why he was sent to prison for 4 years is yet another story, the bones of 

which are contained in Appendix 8.  

 

The last owner of the old house was Henry Rupert Hood-Barr who put up the 

contents for sale by auction in 1936 prior to its demolition. The catalogue, which 

described the house (see photograph) as a "well-known Georgian mansion", listed an 

antique carved stone-crest dated 1649 and initialed I.M. in the study, and an antique 

fireback, also dated 1649 and initialed I.M., in the drawing-room. These dates may 

suggest when the nucleus of that house was built, and it is interesting to note that 

the headings of the drainpipes at Western House nearby bear the initials I.M.C. and the 

date 1699, raising the possibility of a common factor in both properties.  

 

It is believed that the old house suffered a disastrous fire in 1937/8, and that 

the present house was built on its foundations. 
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Chapter 2. The Simpson / Carson Family. 

 

It was in 1832 that James Simpson came to live in Marlow, having bought 

Spinfield from Mr Henry S. Pearson. Simpson was then 48 years old, and had spent over 

half his life in Jamaica. How he came to be in that position is the object of this 

chapter to relate, and to introduce other members of his family, some of whom also came 

to have strong connections with Marlow.  

 

James was born in Ireland in 1784, the son of James and Sarah (nee Shields) 

Simpson. That he was baptised at the Presbyterian Church at Down, near Belfast, 

suggests that he came from Scottish stock, as indeed had many of that name living in 

Ireland. The religious class into which he was born fell between the Roman Catholic 

majority (85%), whose freedom to inherit property, to trade and to engage in politics 

was severely restricted under the Penal Laws of the British Parliament; and on the 

other hand, the governing class which was totally Protestant and subservient to the 

Crown. Non-conformists, such as Presbyterians, had themselves been denied the vote 

until repeal of the Test Act in 1781.  

 

Ireland as a whole in the 18th century was still an English colony and, as with 

the American colonies, drained of its resources while being subjected to the repressive 

enactments of the Parliament in London. All senior administrative positions were 

determined by the English King on the advice of his Ministers; all judges, barristers, 

and jurymen had to be members of the Established Church (i.e. Church of Ireland or 

Church of England); the only centre for obtaining higher education was Trinity College 

which restricted entry to members of the Church of Ireland, others having to go abroad 

for the purpose; trade between Ireland and England had to be carried in English ships; 

punitive taxes were imposed on manufactured goods competing with their English 

counterparts; Roman Catholics could not hold a commission in the militia, and they 

bitterly resented the tithes levied in Ireland to support the Established clergy.  

 

Many restrictive measures were repealed when Henry Grattan became leader of the 

Irish Parliament while England was preoccupied with the American War of Independence 

and the naval war with France, but in Ulster where the Scots and English had never 

become assimilated with the original Irish population, antipathy towards Roman 

Catholics persisted.  
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The ownership of land became a contentious issue: many large landowners had 

cleared their estates for grazing, causing evicted Presbyterians to lust after the 

farms of Roman Catholics, and it was after a pitched battle between the respective 

peasant factions that the Orange Order was formed in 1795 with an officer-class Church 

of Ireland element as well as the more numerous Non-conformists.  

 

Such then was the situation in Ireland when James Simpson was a boy. Where his 

family stood in relation to the political and social issues of the day is a matter of 

conjecture, but one suspects that it was somewhat detached from that of the 

impoverished class of small tenant farmers, of which Presbyterians around Down 

comprised a large proportion. Nevertheless, his knowledge of their problems may have 

conditioned his approach to land management matters in later life. As to his education, 

it seems probable that this was to a higher level than was generally possible for Non-

conformists in Ireland and that he was sent abroad for the purpose.  

 

It was in 1868 that a member of Simpson's family said that the family had been 

associated with Jamaica for nearly a hundred years. How is not at all clear, but one 

possibility is that Simpson's father or grandfather was the surveyor - also named James 

Simpson - who produced the map of Jamaica dated 1763 to be found at the Public Record 

Office (CO 700/Jamaica 16) and bearing the following inscription:-  

 

"To the Rt.Hon.George, Earl of Halifax, one of His Majesty's Principal 

Secretary's of State etc etc.  

This map of the island of Jamaica, (laid down from the papers and under the 

direction of Henry Moore Esq., His Majesty's Lieutenant Governor and Commander 

in Chief of the Island, in the years 1756, 57, 58, 59, 60, and 61, from a great 

number of actual surveys performed by the publishers) is humbly inscribed by His 

Lordship's most obedient and most humble servants:  

 

Thos Craskell, Engineer,  

Jas.Simpson, Surveyor."  
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The James Simpson who was later to live at Spinfield became resident in Jamaica in 1804 

when he was age 20, and at a time when General Sir George Nugent was Lieutenant 

Governor of the island. The war against France was at its height; military activities 

to defend Jamaica from a possible French invasion were being strenuously engaged in, 

and a fleet of the Royal Navy under the command of Admiral Duckworth was fending off 

French ships near Dominica. A valuable source of information about life on the island 

at this time is the Journal of Lady Nugent, who records that on one occasion ,a Mr 

S(t)impson came to dinner with the Cuthberts", and on others that "the Misses Stewart 

dined with us'; one such occasion must have been alarming when a Miss Stewart was stung 

by a scorpion. The Nugents were close to the Stewarts, Col.Stewart being a very old 

friend of Gen.Nugent, and while Simpson senior may have had a formal relationship with 

the Nugents and Stewarts, the young people forged a more intimate relationship as James 

Simpson was later to marry Mary Anne Stewart.  

 

George Cuthbert was a member of the Jamaican Assembly off and on from 1802 to 

1835, Provost Marshal General 1804-5, and President 1825-35. He owned the Constant 

Spring estate that eventually came into the possession of the Simpson/Carson family.  

 

James Simpson returned to England in 1828, living first at 4 Cambridge Terrace, 

Regents Park. His move to Marlow in 1832 may have been influenced by Lady Maria Nugent 

who had by then moved to Westhorpe House, Marlow, and had remained in touch with Mary 

Anne (nee Stewart).   He employed Henry Maslin as his coachman and provided Spinfield 

Lodge in Madge Hawes Lane for him and his family. In 1841 the Maslins were in their 

twenties and had one child, increasing to six children over the next ten years while 

Henry remained coachman at Spinfield, answering either to James or Mary Simpson. As 

Henry Maslin was born in Egham and his wife in East Sheen, he was probably recruited on 

a recommendation.  

 

Reverting to James Simpson's childhood in Ireland, it seems likely that he was 

one of the youngest children, as his sister Agnes married Thomas Carson of Belfast in 

1795 when James would have been age 9. He also had a brother David who worked with him 

in Jamaica for a time.  

 

There is no evidence that James and Mary Anne Simpson had any children of their 

own, which probably explains why when James died in 1851 Spinfield passed into the 

hands of his nephew James Carson, son of Thomas and Agnes Carson. There is evidence 

from the 1841 and 1851 censuses of Marlow, however, that the Simpsons  
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adopted Anne Crosbie, the blind and orphaned daughter of a Jamaican planter family.  

 

Mary Anne Simpson is known to have helped the Wethered ladies to clothe and 

teach the girls at Borlase school, and to have retained an interest in Marlow schools 

after her husband's death. She became Treasurer of the National School in Church 

Passage by All Saints, and in that capacity she received a grant from the Borlase 

Trustees to cover the cost of girls sent there when the girls' school at Borlase closed 

down in 1852. Mary Simpson died in 1858.  
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Chapter 3. James Simpson in Jamaica. 1804 to 1828. 

 

As previously mentioned, the Simpson family had had an undefined connection with 

Jamaica for some 30 or 40 years before James Simpson arrived in 1804 as a young man 

whose education had probably only just finished. If the earlier assumption that his 

father had been a surveyor on the island is correct, it is more than likely that James 

found himself working on land management and in a semi-professional capacity, but while 

that is conjecture, it certainly proved to be the case after he had spent some 14 years 

on the island. To appreciate the environment in which he started to live and work a few 

historical notes are needed to give perspective to his situation.  

 

Jamaica had been a British colony since 1655 when it was taken over from the 

Spaniards and efforts were made to attract settlers from England. The Spaniards had 

introduced the sugar cane, but the English were at first more interested in indigo and 

tobacco. By 1700 the island had become established as a primary source of sugar, 

calling for large-scale production involving considerable unskilled labour and much 

capital outlay; some 40,000 Negro slaves were then working on the plantations, but by 

1800 the number had risen to around 300,000, as against 20,000 whites with a large 

proportion being Scots.  

 

At a time when the sugar producing capacity of Jamaica was at its height, the 

American War of Independence (1775-1783) had a detrimental effect on trade and 

shipping.   The island had previously been able to obtain supplies of cheap foodstuffs 

from American mainland colonies in exchange for rum, coffee and sugar, but when the war 

ended the Americans became foreigners and were debarred under the Navigation Acts from 

trading with British colonies. (As an aside, the island tried to improve its capacity 

for growing food crops, and it was Captain Bligh of the Bounty and popular notoriety 

who had orders to collect and take suitable plants to the island for the purpose.) The 

French Revolution in 1789 and the subsequent Napoleonic Wars similarly had an impact on 

Jamaica, causing a fear that the Negro slaves would follow the example of the slaves on 

the neighbouring French island of Dominique and murder large numbers of whites. Above 

all these local difficulties hung what was seen as the most serious threat to the 

livelihood of the planter population, this being the abolition of the slave trade which 

had been under active consideration in England for some  
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time and was eventually enacted in 1806. Labour costs then rose greatly. 

 

By 1818, James Simpson had been appointed the attorney or land-agent for the 

estates of the Duke of Buckingham in Jamaica. In fact, the partnership of Simpson, 

Taylor & Co. of Kingston was responsible for as many as 30 plantations, and James had 

immediate charge of 8 or 10 of these plantations in the parishes of Vere, Clarendon, St 

Mary, St George, St  

Andrew, St David, Port Royal, and St Thomas in the East (see map), on which 7000 or 

8000 slaves were his responsibility. It has to be understood that by this time the 

number of resident family-run estates had fallen greatly, and that absentee proprietors 

were now engaging attorneys to supervise their lands, a situation not dissimilar to the 

state of affairs in Ireland with which Simpson was familiar.   It may seem surprising 

that one man could look after so many estates satisfactorily, but while Simpson was 

able to exercise overall control, at each plantation there would be an overseer and a 

bookkeeper in permanent residence performing day-to-day managerial functions.  

 

The firm of Simpson, Taylor & Co. is likely to have been held in very high 

regard in Jamaica as one of several commercial organisations connected with Simon 

Taylor (1740-1813), a Scotsman who became the richest sugar planter on the island. Sir 

George and Lady Nugent visited Simon Taylor's estates on their tour of the island in 

1801, one being Albion which was later bought by James Carson of Spinfield. Taylor had 

a godson, also named Simon Taylor, who became a partner in the firm with James Simpson.  

 

Apart from estate management, Simpson's extensive commercial concerns kept him 

in Kingston on average two-thirds of each year. These activities almost certainly, as 

will be shown later, involved trading in sugar and coffee through a merchant house, but 

only a few Negro tradesmen or porters were here employed. As the seasonally hot and 

humid climate of Jamaica is not ideal for white people, few wives found it tolerable 

throughout the year, as Lady Nugent testified. For this reason many planters maintained 

homes abroad for their families, to which they would return from time to time. In 

Simpson's case, he kept a cottage in the mountains about 10 miles north-west of 

Kingston, near the district of Cavaliers, where the air was cooler. As his wife, Mary, 

had been born in Jamaica we may presume that the climate did not affect her so 

adversely and that she did not need to seek relief abroad. Simpson was an Elder of the 

Presbyterian Kirk in Kingston, a sect that seemed to fall between on the one hand, the 

Anglican church which  
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tended to support the planter society, and on the other the Methodists and Baptists who 

more actively sought to ameliorate the burdens of the slave population. To an extent, 

the problem of slavery became a divisive religious issue in Jamaica, on which more is 

said in a later chapter; but once again, this was not an unfamiliar experience for 

Simpson with his Irish background.  

 

The Buckingham decade  

 

 

Although Simpson may not have been aware of all the implications of taking on 

the management of the Hope and Middleton plantations in Jamaica on behalf of the 1st 

Duke of Buckingham, he was in fact on the periphery of an on-going drama concerning the 

vast Ducal estates, mainly in Ireland and in 13 counties of England. The problem 

concerned the unbridled extravagance of the 1st Duke, and later that of his son, which 

far exceeded income and brought the Dukedom to the brink of bankruptcy by 1848. A 

summary of relevant aspects of the lives of the Dukes of Buckingham is given in 

Appendix 1.  

 

Legally, the title to the Jamaican estate was vested in the Duchess under her 

marriage settlement of 1796, but when her son married in 1819 the Duke connived to make 

arrangements for a marriage settlement that effectively gave him greater control over 

the Jamaican property and access to its resources, a fact that the Duchess did not at 

first appreciate.  

 

Only a close examination of the accounts covering the Jamaican estates would 

disclose whether Simpson managed them effectively during the 10 years to 1828 when they 

were in his charge. However, as Beckett has stated that the profit from the estates 

fell from £6000 in 1819 to nothing by 1829, three questions relating to these 

circumstances arise which bear investigation, but which for the present remain 

unanswered:-  

 

1. What crops were grown? Some impression of the general level of productivity 

on the sugar plantations can be gained from an examination of the submission to 

the Board of Trade in July 1830 by the West India Merchants and Planters 

Association, which was seeking a reduction in the import duties on sugar. In 

this the annual sugar yields of various unidentified plantations in Jamaica were 

listed, and if the following example picked at random is typical of Middleton  
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and Hope, then we may conclude that production on these plantations was at least 

maintained and may have increased over the period.  

 

     Annual produce of an estate 

     employing 166 slaves. 

Year   (Hogsheads of Sugar) 

 

1822    130 

1823     90 

1824    125 

1825    120 

1826    123 

1827    133 

1828    153 

    873 

 

2. Was the expenditure on the estate abnormally heavy over this period? The 

answer to this is possibly, as costs of production were rising, but it is 

unlikely to have been continuous or to have exceeded income from the estate.  

 

3. Was the true profit obscured, concealed or diverted? The answer to this again 

is possibly, depending on the system of accounting employed. Bearing in mind 

that the 1st Duke was always seeking additional sources of income, it is 

possible that following the marriage settlement of 1819 he gave instructions 

that Simpson should send remittances to his solicitors in London, and that the 

trustees of the 1796 marriage settlement were not aware of these instructions. 

That something of this nature actually happened is not improbable, given that 

the 2nd Duke employed precisely that technique 20 years later, much to the 

annoyance of his son who was entitled to the income. 

 

Mention has been made of accounting systems, and in the case of many of the 1st 

Duke's agents these were either absent or lacking in detail. To quote Beckett 

(p.133):-  

"The different properties were managed by individual agents who 

transmitted their accounts to a firm of solicitors in London, Lightfoot, 

Robson and Lightfoot. The agencies were held by semi- professional and 

resident land agents. Some were competent, some were not. The result was 

confusion and inefficiency. Thomas Crawford, who held the Hampshire 

stewardship in the 1820's, told Buckingham in 1826 that 'your Grace's 

concerns should be minutely looked into and undergo a rigid examination by 

men of business that will do their duty and establish a regular system of 

auditing, paying and passing your accounts half-yearly.'...."  
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What conclusions one should draw from these observations about the cause of the 

discrepancies between the potential and actual profitability of the Middleton and Hope 

plantations can only be a matter of personal judgement in the absence of more detailed 

information, but it is the view of this reviewer that Simpson was most unlikely to have 

got involved in any deception or deliberate mismanagement which would have resulted in 

disastrous consequences for his other business interests had it been discovered. That 

his reputation went untrammelled is supported by his appearance on behalf of Jamaican 

planters at the public inquiry after his return to England (see Chapter 4).  

 

In 1827, the 1st Duchess of Buckingham was made aware that her Jamaican estate 

had been misappropriated by the Duke, and she immediately took steps to restore her 

rights. That Simpson returned permanently to England in 1828 is likely to be no more 

than coincidence.  The possibility of religious differences giving rise to animosity 

between the 1st Duchess, who was a Catholic, and James Simpson, who was a Presbyterian, 

can be discounted because such differences were probably unknown to one another; and in 

any case, the relationship was too remote for it to be a factor. Yet this sleight of 

hand by the Duke, when it was discovered by her financial adviser, Sir Edward East, son 

of a land agent in Jamaica, could have led to some rearrangement of managerial 

responsibilities. But the problem of lack of profitability of the estates in Jamaica 

remained, for when the trustees were informed some while after 1836 that it was 

notorious on the island that the Hope and Middleton plantations were being mismanaged, 

they sent a steward from England to sort things out.  
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Chapter 4. The End of Slavery. 

 

It would be an act of supererogation to deal extensively with the subject of 

slavery in the context of a study primarily concerned with a house in Marlow and the 

people who lived in it. The broad issue has been thoroughly covered in the literature 

and makes it unnecessary here to review it in depth, but as the personalities we are 

interested in themselves became closely concerned with slavery, if not as proponents of 

the system but certainly as users of it for the commercial purposes in which they were 

engaged, a little can be said where it throws further light on these people.  

 

The West India Committee.  

 

Upon his return to England in 1828, James Simpson continued to be active in 

matters affecting the interests of planters in Jamaica. He became a member of the West 

India Planters and Merchants Committee in London, whose preoccupation at this time was 

to express the point of view of planters on the public issue of whether or not to 

abolish slavery in British Colonies.  

 

The issue had been alive for 20 years, ever since Parliament had abolished the 

slave trade in 1806, but while the moral aspect was clear-cut, the hypothetical impact 

of emancipation on the condition of planters abroad, on the value of the estates owned 

by English proprietors, and on the cost of imported goods, primarily sugar, clouded the 

issue and resulted in procrastination, much to the frustration of the anti-slavery 

movement. In this matter the Colonial legislatures were their own worst enemies, 

refusing at every turn to take action in response to the urgings of the mother 

Parliament for the amelioration of the condition of slaves. The Committee itself had 

endeavoured in 1823 to press the Colonies to take action to meet public opinion at 

least half-way, pointing out in a report that it would be better that the slaves should 

see amelioration of their condition as something provided by their masters, rather than 

a benefit forced on their masters by the Parliament in Britain. "Amelioration" to the 

Committee meant "affording them (the slaves) more time and opportunities for receiving 

religious instruction, more inducements to the practice of moral duties, by holding 

forth the attainment of civil rights and privileges as the reward of them, more 

security against unnecessary severity of punishments, and more facility in purchasing 

their freedom." In other words, anything short of emancipation.  
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On 28th April 1829, James Simpson attended a General Meeting of the West India 

Committee at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate, to agree the revision and enlargement of 

the powers of its Standing Committee, and set up an Acting Committee of 20 persons to 

meet weekly and deal as necessary with urgent business, both measures designed to 

improve the effectiveness of the body in responding to the accelerating movement 

towards the emancipation of slaves. George Hibbert was in the chair.  

 

Mention has already been made in Chapter 3 of the submission in 1830 by the West 

India Committee to the Board of Trade concerning import duties. The Committee on that 

occasion also sent a deputation to meet the President of the Board of Trade, and this 

included the Marquis of Chandos, son of the 1st Duke of Buckingham, and Sir Edward Hyde 

East, financial adviser to the Duchess. Both would have been personally familiar with 

the issues as a result of their connections with Jamaica, and in so far as they 

required further briefing, James Simpson was available to provide it although he was 

not included in the deputation.  

 

Problems for the West India Committee became more acute at the end of 1831 when 

slaves near Montego Bay in the west of Jamaica went on a strike that led to a large-

scale rebellion. The slaves believed with some justification that while the British 

Parliament was sympathetic to their emancipation it was the local authority that was 

denying them that right.  

Much damage was done to sugar-works, and after the revolt was brought under control the 

civil authorities exacted terrible retribution with many slaves being executed and 

others brutally flogged. It was over this affair that accusation and counter-accusation 

flared between on the one hand the planters who felt that the missionaries on the other 

had excited the slaves to the point of rebellion.  

 

Relations between the religious establishments in Jamaica had deteriorated when 

a body called the Colonial Church Union was formed by the Rev.G.W.Bridges, Rector of St 

Ann, supposedly to protect the Anglican Church, but having as objectives the defence of 

slavery, the persecution of Nonconformists and the destruction of their places of 

worship. It resulted  

in the riotous destruction of Baptist and Wesleyan chapels in various parishes before 

the Union was declared illegal by Royal Proclamation.  

 

James Simpson would no doubt have been informed of developments  
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and, as a past Elder of the Presbyterian Church in Kingston, would have taken a keen 

interest in the libel action brought by its Minister, the Rev. James Wardle, against 

the mulatto editor of the Watchman, Edward Jordan.  

It appears that Wardle wrote an article in the Courant somewhat critical of the 

political activities of the missionaries, and Jordan's paper countered with an article 

that maligned Wardle. The case was heard before Sir Joshua Rowe, Lord Chief Justice, 

who found the libel proved and sent Jordan to  

prison for 6 months. It was some 36 years later that Sir Joshua Rowe was to be found 

attending a dinner-party at Spinfield as the guest of James Carson (see Chapter 7).  

 

The West India Committee meanwhile was busy making representations to 

Parliament, though its influence was declining as public sympathy for the anti-slavery 

movement increased and sources of sugar other than Jamaica became available. An 

additional factor was the weakening of Tory voting power in Parliament following the 

passing of the Reform Act.  

 

In May 1832 when George Hibbert retired, the Marquis of Chandos was elected Chairman of 

the West India Committee.  The West India Committee warned the Government of the danger 

of exciting the aspirations of the slaves by conducting a public inquiry, but on 30th 

May Parliament decided:  

 

"That a Select Committee be appointed to consider and report upon the Measures 

which may be expedient to adopt for the purpose of effecting the Extinction of Slavery 

throughout the British Dominions, at the earliest period compatible with the safety of 

all Classes in the Colonies, and in conformity with the Resolutions of this House on 

the 25th day of May 1823."   

 

It would seem highly probable that James Simpson was proposed by Chandos as the 

nominee of the West India Committee to give evidence on its behalf to the Select 

Committee (see below). The result of the inquiry, however, may not have been to the 

total satisfaction of the members of the West India Committee because on 29th January 

1833 Chandos resigned as Chairman on the grounds that "he held different views on 

slavery from many members of the Committee" (W.I.C.minutes). How different is not 

explained, but bearing in mind that Chandos had a reputation of being the "Farmer's  
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Friend", it may be that his defence of slavery was too partisan, and that others more 

clearly saw the futility of resisting the inevitable. Even they, however, may have 

weighed-up the commercial benefits of slave emancipation, reckoning that it would apply 

equally to their emerging competitors in New Guinea and the East Indies as well as to 

themselves.  

 

On 5th January 1833 Simpson attended a Special Meeting of the Standing Committee 

(normally 20 members) to consider plans for the Colonies, and this was followed in due 

course by a meeting with Mr Stanley, Secretary of State for the Colonies.  

 

Thereafter the West India Committee, with or without Simpson's support, faded 

into relative insignificance, making the occasional representations about 

discrimination against Jamaican producers (see Appendix 2), but not carrying the 

political clout of earlier days.  

 

Select Committee on Slavery.  

 

The 25 members of the Select Committee included a number of powerful political 

figures of the day, including two future Prime Ministers: Lord John Russell (Whig), and 

Sir Robert Peel (Tory). Mr Fowell Buxton, a leading anti-slavery campaigner and 

associate of Wilberforce the founder of the movement, was a member, as was the Marquis 

of Chandos. Hearings were held between 6th July and 11th August 1832 at Westminster.  

 

James Simpson was one of nearly 30 witnesses and he answered questions over 4 

days concerning the treatment and attitudes of slaves on sugar plantations. The Minutes 

of Evidence were published verbatim, and attached as Appendix 3 is the official index 

which gives the essence of Simpson's replies. The proceedings are the best and fullest 

guide to the attitudes of Simpson on this social issue and reflect a good deal about 

his character.  

 

As to the relationship between slaves and their masters, Simpson said that this 

was normally very relaxed and even reached a point of familiarity. A curious feature of 

the relationship, which seems to contradict that assertion when it comes to working 

conditions, is that the person put in charge of the field-labourers could only get 

their cooperation by coercion and the carrying of a whip, even though he had 
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instructions not to use it. Simpson said: "no-one could be more anxious than I was to 

discontinue the use of it (the whip) altogether", and he described his experiment in 

removing the whip from the Albion estate (previously owned by Simon Taylor, at that 

time by Robert Hibbert of Chalfont, and later by James Carson), as a result of which 

the work-gang fell from 140 to 14. Despite this, Simpson asserted that (Question 5653): 

"There was more familiarity between the Negro and the white man, that is between the 

Negro and his master, a stronger feeling of sympathy, and a more anxious desire on the 

part of the latter for the comforts and welfare of the Negro than there is between the 

gentlemen, or those of better class, and those of inferior rank in this country; this 

is my honest conviction from observation". That remark could not have endeared him to 

his listeners who were for the most part representing the aristocracy and landed gentry 

of Britain, and still less when he observed (Question 6034) that at Communion in 

Jamaica there was no order of priority in going to the altar, and that "the distinction 

is not so great as in this country; for here I observe that the higher classes go 

first, and the inferior wait until the others have communicated."  

 

The Select Committee had been told that the planters and their sympathisers had 

been responsible for destroying Wesleyan and Baptist chapels, believing that the 

missionaries had incited the slaves to a state of rebelliousness. Simpson maintained 

that, on the contrary, responsible planters and proprietors encouraged religious 

instruction, many of them bringing in ministers of religion and donating funds for 

building chapels; he, for example, had freely given stone from a quarry for such 

building purposes. While taking all that into account, the Committee must have 

appreciated, nevertheless, that there were less responsible persons in Jamaica who were 

in fact destroying property and threatening individuals. Simpson went on to say 

(Question 5595): "It was my practice to give religious instruction to my domestics, and 

to catechise them regularly twice a week; and I also attended a Sunday School 

(Anglican) where there were from three to four hundred individuals." He considered that 

some, but not all, Baptist and Wesleyan missionaries tended to excite a religious 

frenzy amounting almost to a madness.  

 

Possibly the main issue with which the Select Committee had to wrestle was 

whether the slaves would be better off if made free. One witness, a previous and an 

estranged partner of Simpson, had suggested that freed slaves would continue to work 

for wages, but with this Simpson was in  
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total disagreement. He said that Negroes were naturally indolent and would work for no 

more than was necessary to provide a minimum subsistence, despite the fact that further 

remuneration was on offer. That in so doing the Negroes would be exercising a free 

choice and could be content with their limited lot, did not seem to occur to Simpson, 

but then he would have been more concerned that his labour-force worked as and when he 

required for the sake of the crop and the profitability of the plantation. He did 

suggest, however, that if their subsistence were to fail for any reason, free Negroes 

would tend to plunder, whereas slave-masters with an interest in keeping their Negroes 

content would provide the necessary subsistence. The issue was put to Simpson in the 

following terms (Question 5592): "Do you consider the slave population in such a state 

at present that either with regard to future cultivation of the island, or with a view 

to the actual interests of the slave himself, or the security of the island, 

emancipation could now take place?" To this Simpson replied: "From my experience of the 

Negro character, my decided conviction is that it could not; that it would be 

impossible to continue the cultivation of the island; and the emancipation of the 

Negroes would be attended with the most pernicious consequences to themselves."  

 

Asked whether he had any property on the island, Simpson said (Questions 

5665/6): "I have no property in the island of Jamaica, except the premises in which the 

commercial business of my house is carried on ......I have no land, and no other 

property, except that; nor am I owner of any slaves, except those connected as 

tradesmen and porters with that establishment".  

 

Whereas in 1831 Simpson had been living in London, in 1832 he told the Committee 

during a discussion on land values (Question 5676): "I have recently taken a cottage 

(undoubtedly Spinfield Lodge) with a few acres of land, and the value of the land was 

enhanced to me by the quantity of hay that it would produce". 

 

Perhaps the clearest insight into the importance of Simpson's evidence, even 

though Parliament subsequently abolished slavery, can be deduced from an internal 

Colonial Office memorandum, written at the time of the inquiry but included amongst the 

briefing papers for the Secretary of State some 30 years later when there had been a 

further insurrection in Jamaica (Cardwell Papers; PRO 30/48/44, fos. 144-186). This 

said that witnesses such as Simpson represented the largest, most respectable and  
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intelligent of Agents or Proprietors, and it further described Simpson as "perhaps the 

most intelligent of the Planters who came before the Committee". There can be no doubt 

that he was articulate, but if he exhibited any fault it was that he spoke from 

experience of probably the most relaxed, orderly, even comfortable of settings, where 

the slave doffing his cap to the master, singing spirituals in the fields, sitting in a 

rocking-chair on the verandah amongst the chickens at sundown and smoking a clay-pipe 

is not difficult to imagine. That this was not lost on members of the Committee led 

Simpson to say at the end that he had had no wish to mislead them, but he had spoken 

mainly about the Hope plantation which was one of the most mature and traditional - and 

happened to be owned by the Duke of Buckingham!  

 

Slave Compensation.  

 

The Act of Emancipation dated 29 August 1833, passed by Parliament barely four 

weeks after the death of Wilberforce, provided a sum of £20 million to compensate the 

owners on losing the benefit of their slaves. Of this sum, £6 million went to Jamaica, 

but very little of the money remained in the island because so much was owed in the 

form of mortgages and other debts to creditors in England.  

 

The first step taken by the authorities in Jamaica was to conduct a survey of 

all slave owners, noting the numbers, occupations and value of slaves. A typical 

Valuer's Return for a property in which Simpson had an interest is shown in the table. 

This illustrates the fact that the maximum value put on slaves was £80 for a male or 

female field-worker or domestic, falling to £10 for slaves who were old, diseased or 

non-effective  

 

The registers disclosed no slaves owned by James Simpson, confirming his 

assertion to the Select Committee, but he was frequently mentioned as a counter-

claimant where circumstances had arisen, such as a mortgage or other debt, which 

created a lien on the property and therefore a prior right to the benefit of 

compensation. This suggests that Messrs Simpson, Taylor & Co of Kingston acted not only 

as land agents but also as a finance house, and it is known that many planters got into 

financial difficulties during the depressed state of the Jamaican sugar trade, having 

to mortgage their plantations or extend their credit with the merchants. Simpson made 

several claims as executor of wills of deceased slave owners.  
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      Claim 110.  (40 slaves) 

 Thomas Hynes at Bromley in the parish of St Ann, Middlesex. 

 (Executor, James Simpson) 

 

  Praedial attached   Male Female   No.    Value(£) 

   Head People     2      2        160 

   Tradesmen     2      2  160 

   Inferior Tradesmen 

   Field Labourers    6    9    15       1050 

   Inferior Field Labourers     3    2     5  150 

  Praedial unattached 

   Head People 

   Tradesmen 

   Inferior Tradesmen 

   Field Labourers 

   Inferior Field Labourers 

  Non-Praedial 

   Head Domestic Servants   1    2     3  240 

   Inferior Servants    1      1    60 

  Children under Six at 1/8/1834     4    5     9  135 

  Aged, Diseased,and Non-effective        3     3   30 

        19   21    40       1985 

 

Date:  29 September 1834 

   Sworn:   Signed:  (Valuer) 

 

The process of dealing with claims was often complicated and time consuming, and 

as by this time James Simpson was living in Marlow he appointed an attorney in Jamaica 

to act on his behalf in this connection. It will be seen from Appendix 4 that there 

were occasions when the Courts had to decide who was the more entitled to be 

compensated when claims were in dispute; in that example Simpson was owed nearly 

£10,000 as mortgagee of certain properties, and was eventually awarded £3285 in part 

compensation for the slaves employed thereon, valued together at £8655. The process was 

repeated in other cases, resulting in substantial payments being remitted to Simpson in 

Marlow (see Chapter 5).  

 

The Slave Compensation records also show that James Carson, Simpson's nephew who 

later took over Spinfield, was the owner of a plantation known as Constitution Hill in 

the parish of St Andrew. This property had been owned by the late John Bull, of whose 

will Simpson was the executor, and there were 60 slaves attached to it. Carson could 

only have been in his mid- twenties at the time, but he had already embarked on the 

process of land acquisition that was to continue for many years.  
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Interlude 

 

The reader will now be familiar with the fact that the Marquis of Chandos played 

a part in the debate over the ending of slavery, and it will also be clear, if the 

reader has by now referred to the appendix on the Dukes of Buckingham, that Chandos was 

an active politician, but one setting a standard of philandering that has survived in 

such circles to this day. One such dalliance was with a Marlow lady.  

 

It seems that in 1831 Chandos had formed an amatory attachment to Anne Wyndham, 

wife of Wadham Wyndham at Beechwood Lodge House, Marlow. This was discovered by Lady 

Chandos when she intercepted a letter that her husband had received from Anne Wyndham 

and which opened as follows:-  

 

"My dearest Love, I have not written to you knowing how worried and angry you 

are, even should I send but my -------  I must for the present try and forget I am 

writing to my idolized Chandos, and merely confine myself to one subject."  

 

The letter goes on to report on meetings she has had with various people and on their 

voting intentions, mentioning 'the Colonel", who may have been Colonel Grey, the son of 

the Prime Minister and later to contest Wycombe as a Whig in opposition to Disraeli; or 

even Col.Higginson of Gyldernscroft. The issue may have been the local election or the 

wider one of Parliamentary reform to which Chandos was becoming moderately sympathetic. 

Whatever it was, the impression is given that Anne Wyndham was like a political agent 

drumming up support for her candidate, a somewhat surprising role for a woman in that 

age, which may account for her concluding remark. "I wish I was a man for the next ten 

days". It is beyond the scope of this study to establish whether Anne (nee Stanley) 

Wyndham was related to the Stanley who was Secretary of State for the Colonies at the 

time, but the thought remains.  

 

How Lady Chandos reacted to the letter is not on record except by endorsement of 

it, saying: "Such is the letter what fell into my hands on the day of the election 

1831. Can I suffer this insult in my husband? For my children's sake I have borne 

much." However, Chandos felt obliged to write to her, saying:  

 

"In order that your mind may be perfectly at ease as to the individual in 

Marlow, I have promised most faithfully, never directly or indirectly to see, 

speak to, or have the slightest communication with that person, and I most 

strongly declare before the Almighty that I have kept that promise sacred and 

that never will it be forfeited by me, so help me God."  
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Chapter 5. The Accounts of James Simpson. 1828-1850. 

 

Like any prudent man, James Simpson kept an account of his income and 

expenditure, and that which related to the period of his life while he lived at 

Spinfield has been preserved (BCRO: D/X/1113/1). In the main it reflects the choices he 

made when investing not only his own personal wealth, but also the resources for which 

he was responsible either as trustee or as executor of Jamaican estates. Not all his 

decisions turned out to be propitious, but where they did not do so it was generally 

because of unpredictable circumstances, such as the continuing depression in Ireland. 

Taken together, however, the facts tell us more about the man and give further 

perspective to some of the people and places mentioned earlier, as the following 

summary shows.  

 

Crosbie estate trust.  

 

The account begins with a note that in a codicil dated 23 November 1821, Dr 

William Crosbie bequeathed the residue of his estate in Jamaica to his wife for life, 

and secondly to his daughter, Ann Crosbie. (It was, presumably, she who was to be found 

at Spinfield in the censuses of 1841 and 1851; and as she was then described as the 

blind daughter of the Simpsons, it would be reasonable to assume that the Simpsons had 

by then adopted her.)  

 

Bull estate trust  

 

Simpson was the sole trustee under the will of John Bull, owner of the Sheldon 

and Botanic Gardens estates in St Davids, Jamaica. (The Slave Compensation records 

indicate that Bull had also owned estates at  

Constitution Hill and at Bulls Retreat, St Andrews, though there is no mention of them 

amongst these accounts.) In November 1835, Simpson received over £4000 compensation for 

slaves emancipated on those estates.  

 

The widow of John Bull bequeathed the interest upon the residue of her estate to 

the children of her daughter Sarah, the then wife of David Simpson, the brother of 

James Simpson: namely, James, Laetitia and Mary Simpson.  By 1830, David had died and 

Sarah had married the Rev. William de la Poer Beresford, a descendant of Baron Decies.  
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In June 1846, Mrs Beresford and a Miss Bull, who were joint tenants for life of 

Sheldon, gave their consent to the sale of stock held by James Simpson on their behalf 

and to the investment by him in the mortgage of the Eyre Court estate in Go. Galway. 

The composition was as follows:-  

 

Mrs Bereford's trust fund    10,825 

Sheldon trust      4,080 

Botanic Garden        435 

James Simpson      9,960 

           £25,300 

 

By 1849, John Eyre and Mary his wife, the mortgagors, had fallen behind with the 

interest payments and proceedings against them were begun.  

 

James Carson.  

 

A memorandum states. "On a division amongst the co-partners of the outstanding 

debts to the late firm of Simpson, Taylor & Co, and other debts which fell to my share 

are the following which I have retained as due to me, and the remainder I have by 

letter to him of 26 August 1836 made a present to my nephew James Carson together with 

all my interest in the outstanding claims of former firms."  

 

Estate of James Simpson  

 

In July 1830, Mary Anne Simpson (nee Stewart) received £5000 from her father's 

will.  

 

In June 1832 Simpson paid £4500 to Henry S. Pearson for the purchase of 

Spinfield, and a further £52 for furniture at sale. Numerous, entries indicate payments 

to tradesmen (eg Lovegrove, and Corby) together with payments to Dean and Chapter of 

Bristol for renewal of lease (see Chapter 1).  
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By January 1837, the personal estate of James Simpson was arranged as follows:-  

 

Mortgage on New Hall, Co. Clare    46,000 

Mortgage from Marquess of Waterford    

(redeemed in 1843)     10,000 

Pennsylvania stock      16,000 

Other        16,000 

            £88,000 

 

Between 1828 and April 1844 James Simpson received sums amounting to £99,150 

from Jamaica, such that by the latter date his personal estate had grown to £111,000.  

 

In 1847, a memorandum entry states that Simpson had agreed with his wife that a 

debt to him by her brother, Robert Stewart, should be set against her own will.  

 

By 1848, the personal wealth of James Simpson was dispersed as  

follows: -  

 

New Hall mortgage     68,000  

Coln Vaughan's mortgage     15,000 

Eyres Court mortgage      9,960 

Pennsylvania stock      18,239 

In own name as of Spinfield Lodge    5,000 

Loan to David Carson      2,250 

Loan to James L.Stewart      1,000 

John Hewett notes         400 

Mrs Brown       ___50 

           £119,900 
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New Hall Mortgage.  

 

The account opens in 1837 with Simpson's own investment (see above) in the New 

Hall estate in Co.Clare, the property of Mr MacConnell. In 1845 the loan was increased 

by letter to Mr Chas. William Hamilton, who appeared to be the Receiver in Dublin, so 

that the investment stood at £68,000. Simpson goes on to record in May 1847 that:  

 

"Hamilton applied for an increase in the loan of £2000 to £5000 to enable him to 

relieve the estate of some of the small peasantry by assisting them to emigrate. This I 

have declined, as my letter to him folio 263 letter book. He, in his letter of 15th 

May, still declares my security to be perfect although I may have difficulty in getting 

my interest. I have no apprehensions about the adequacy and stability of the security. 

In the present state of Ireland it might be difficult, perhaps impossible, to find a 

purchaser, but I believe the estate to be intrinsically worth and in a few years would 

sell for twice as much as its debt - one cannot now decide what course would be best to 

pursue - in case of any long continuance defalcation in the payment of interest, the 

securities offer prompt and sufficient remedies, but before taking any decisive measure 

it will of course be proper to enquire of both Mr MacConnell himself and of Mr Hamilton 

what they propose to do. The former is not a man of business and the latter, although 

Receiver over the estate and in that character ought to act impartially, is the 

personal friend and I rather think a connection of Mr MacConnell, and moreover, I have 

reason to think that some way or other himself has an ultimate interest in the estate 

and will therefore naturally feel anxious to preserve the property intact. In case of 

necessity of taking proceedings against the estate, I would obviously be prepared to 

place the matter in the hands of some English solicitor of respectability and 

experience, and locally conversant with affairs of this nature, After the liberal 

concession I have made to Mr MacConnell in this respect and in consideration moreover 

of the increased value of money, I should not now feel inclined to make any compromise 

of any increased interest that may be incurred by delay in the payments."  
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The difficulties concerning the New Hall estate did not abate, as the following 

extracts from the account book show:-  

 

Jan 1849. "Mr Hamilton has now discovered that Mr MacConnell's liability under his 

recognisance for Guinness is of greater magnitude than he first apprehended ....... I 

would not be hasty to employ lawyers in this, or indeed in any other case, either in 

this or on the other side of the Channel for once they set the engines of the Law, 

especially of Equity, in motion and your ruin is not being hurried on without check or 

drag but you are crushed under their mighty weight."  

 

Jan 1850.   "An entire change for the worse has now taken place in the state of this, 

in common with all landed property in Ireland, and it is impossible to give any 

instructions or to offer any suggestions as to the course to be pursued in respect to 

it, which can be regulated by occurring events. All information as to its circumstances 

and the progress of proceedings must now be taken from the correspondence with Mr 

Hamilton, Mr Marcus Krane and Messrs Reeves."  

 

Nov 1850.   Having noted that MacConnell had died, and attributing his death to the 

failure of his appeal to Guinness, Simpson goes on to say: "It is now proposed to sell 

New Hall, which is expected to produce £20,000 to pay the arrears of interest and 

realise the principal debts, and also by sales of some of the outlying lands reduce the 

debt to such an amount as the rents will be sufficient for the regular payment of the 

interest until the whole claim can be discharged."  

 

Apart from the above extracts and notes from the account book of James Simpson, 

the papers included a letter to Penningtons, lawyers to Simpson and subsequently to 

Carson. This was dated 1850 and followed the line of the summary in his own record. It 

reads as follows:  

 

"Since the Spring of 1849 a serious change has taken place, and that for the 

worse. Land is not now worth, either to let or to sell, three- fourths of its value at 

that time, and from the hardness of the harvest  

in Clare the reduction of price of all land produce and great increase of taxation 

there is reason to believe it may be worse, at least the worst as it exists at present 

does not yet fully appear. The net rental this year  
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will be far below what is likely to be in future owing to the following circumstances.  

 

"A great number of tenants were ejected last winter and a larger number still gave up 

their holdings during the past summer without an ejectment.  

 

"Most of the land occupied by them was let to others at reduced rent; for some, farm 

tenants could not be got - in all cases the tenants who left or were ejected left a 

large amount due by them for rates and taxes which on possession being taken had to be 

paid out of the rents which had been collected by the agent. This loss added to the 

loss of all rent due up to the date of the New Lettings has made a considerable 

reduction from the pre-receipts. But even if the present reduced rental which is the 

most I expect for a few years at least were paid in the ordinary manner it would be far 

from meeting the engagements of the estate and paying the accruing mortgage interest. 

The estate could not now be sold off for a sufficient sum to pay off the mortgage."  

 

It would be crass at this distance of time to criticise Simpson for making such 

a heavy investment in land, particularly in Ireland which had a long history of poverty 

and depression. That he chose to invest in properties in Co Clare and Co Galway that 

were already in financial difficulties must have been induced by a misplaced sense of 

optimism in Ireland generally and a fondness for its traditions arising from his own 

family history; furthermore, he would have recalled the benefits accruing to landowners 

whose affairs he had managed in Jamaica and have expected to emulate them.  

 

Nevertheless, having taken on a substantial commitment to Ireland he seems to 

have acquiesced to the measures commonly employed by absentee landlords aiming to 

maintain their incomes: that is, the eviction of tenants who failed to pay their rents. 

It would be wrong again to impute heartless motives for Simpson's actions as he was 

bound as a trustee to do his utmost to protect the investment irrespective of his own 

interests and inclinations. The only emotion that can safely be acknowledged in 

reviewing the circumstances of all the people concerned is that of sorrow: for the 

peasants in Ireland who continued to suffer the deprivations of hunger and political 

maladroitness; for the tenants who could not make a living; for the landlords whose 

lands were falling in value; and for those who lay   
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between as dependants of one class or another.  

 

When James Simpson died on 6th January 1851 at Spinfield age 67, he was unlikely 

to have been a very contented man. It was his butler, Edmund Tucker, who was deputed to 

register the death ascribed to heart disease.  
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Chapter 6. James Carson and Jamaica. 

 

With the passing of one Irishman as owner of Spinfield, another succeeded him 

when James Carson, Simpson's nephew by his sister Agnes, took possession in 1851, 

either by inheritance or purchase. That was not the only benefit Carson derived from 

his uncle because in 1836, when he was only 25, Carson was gifted the title to the 

residue of Simpson's business interests on the island. Why such a young man should have 

been chosen to be so favoured is impossible to tell, but the likely explanation is that 

Carson was the only male relative with an interest in and capable of exploiting that 

advantage, even though Carson arrived on the island, probably straight from school, a 

year after Simpson had left it. Whether or not Carson enjoyed other initial advantages 

is immaterial to the fact that during the following 15 years or so he acquired 

considerable additional property in Jamaica, allowing him to claim in later life that 

he was the largest land proprietor in Jamaica.  

 

Just as James Simpson had been a partner in the merchanting  

firm of Simpson, Taylor & Co., so by 1837 had James Carson become a partner  

in the merchanting firm of Christie, Porteous and Carson of 54 Royal Street, Kingston, 

Jamaica. As Christie had acted as Simpson's attorney in Jamaica after Simpson had 

returned to England, it is highly likely that the two firms were actually the same 

undertaking, merely changing name as partners came and went.  

 

The Accounts of James Simpson showed that he was owed £1000 by his brother-in-

law, James Law Stewart. Higman's "Jamaica Surveyed" tells us that Stewart was the 

absentee owner of the Green Valley estate and annually conveyed half his coffee crop to 

his attorneys, Messrs Christie, Porteous & Carson; but whether this was in 

consideration of their management services or of a further loan by the merchanting 

house is not clear.  

 

By 1842, Christie too had withdrawn from the partnership which then became known 

as Porteous, Carson & Co; it was they who commissioned McGeachey to make a plan of the 

Albion estate which Carson eventually acquired, an acquisition that indicated to Higman 

an "indebtedness to the merchant class".  

 

Carson's early experience of sugar-planting was before the end of slavery in 

Jamaica, and with what success he managed his plantations  
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thereafter is not clear. There is no doubt that after the emancipation of slaves the 

profitability of sugar plantations in Jamaica declined further, with many estates being 

run down or abandoned altogether. According to Clinton Black, by 1838 few of the early 

white planter families or their descendants were still on the island, being succeeded 

by the attorneys sent out to manage the estates, "men in general of a not very good 

type who now found themselves in positions of power and importance and with seats in 

the Assembly". Black added that some plantations were sold for what little they could 

get and that many were bought by attorneys. It would be presumptuous without further 

evidence to put Carson into the category of land-grabber, but it is true that by the 

late 1840's properties that had been valued at £80,000 during slavery were changing 

hands for a few hundred pounds; all that we know is that he became proprietor of the 

following estates in Jamaica:-  

 

Albion in St David              (sugar estate) 

Constant Spring in St Andrew     " " 

Hopewell in St Mary   " " 

Haining in Manchioneal district  " " 

Green Valley in Port   (coffee estate) 

Royal Sheldon in St David   " " 

Cedar Valley in St George   " " 

Rose Hill in St Andrew   " " 

 

 
The fact that the Constant Spring estate included an area called "Spinfield" 

suggests that Carson saw similarities in the terrain and named it after his Marlow 

property.   James Carson left the island in 1849, appointing an agent  

to look after his interests .  
 

 

Rebellion in 1865.  

 

Conditions in Jamaica were in a very bad state in 1865. Not only had a series of 

droughts caused a severe shortage of provision crops, but the civil war in America had 

resulted in increases in the cost of imported grain and other foodstuffs on which the 

Negroes relied. There was much unemployment, and wages for the work that was available 

were considered to be low. In the view of the labourers, Governor Eyre was 

unsympathetic to their plight, and the planters were denying them access to land. The 

conditions for a revolt were thus in place. 
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As often happens, the precise cause of the flare-up when it occurred in October 

was a minor matter in which Negroes had made a relatively peaceful protest outside a 

courthouse, and the leaders subsequently charged with rioting and assault. When the 

police arrived at Morant Bay to make arrests they were overcome by supporters of the 

accused, the Negroes later assembling in an aggressive mood outside administrative 

buildings. Local officials felt themselves to be in danger and ordered the volunteer 

militia to open fire on the crowd causing several deaths. Thereafter, matters 

deteriorated quickly with rioters running amok, setting fire to the courthouse, 

murdering officials, looting and raiding plantations. The trouble spread to other 

parishes and martial law was declared. The consequences were to be dramatic and far-

reaching.  

 

In due course news of the outbreak reached James Carson at Spinfield, whereupon 

he wrote on 12th November to Edward Cardwell, Secretary of State for the Colonies, as 

follows:-  

 

"Felt it my duty to proceed on Saturday to town to call at the  

Colonial Office with a letter I had received from Wm Jameson giving a narrative of the 

outbreak and of the frightful atrocities committed by the Negroes that you might have 

the earliest intelligence of the seriousness of the outbreak.  

 

"I now take the liberty of submitting to your consideration the desirability of 

transmitting by the mail of the  ...... proclamation from Her Majesty, expression of 

the horribleness of the crimes committed and of the power of Her Majesty's Government 

of this Kingdom to punish all wrong-doers and of the futility of the coloured subjects 

attempting to displace the Government of the island.  

 

"Having resided in Jamaica over 20 years and being intimately acquainted with the 

character of the coloured population I am of the opinion that such proclamation direct 

from Her Majesty would have most desirable effect on the undisturbed parts of the 

island and on all disloyal subjects contemplating bloody revolution."  

 

Carson's letter on the Colonial Office file is marked "I think there may be 

something in this notion of a Royal Proclamation", and is initialled "F.R." by Sir 

Frederick Rogers, the Permanent Secretary. The notion was not in fact a new one, it 

having been tried before when it was known that the Negroes respected "Misses Queen" 

for apparently agreeing to their freedom from slavery.  
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On receiving a thank-you letter from Sir Frederick for his promptitude, Carson 

again wrote to the Colonial Office, this time enclosing a copy of a report that he had 

received from his agent in Jamaica. Dated 23 November, the letter read:  

"I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22nd inst, and as what I 

have already done is approved by Mr Secretary Cardwell, I take liberty to enclose my 

Agent's last despatch for his perusal.  

 

"Mr Jameson is my nephew, and only three years in the island and cannot be supposed to 

have imbibed any of the old prejudices that many men might be accused of. I endorse all 

he says as truthful help. My family have been connected with Jamaica for nearly a 

century. I served in the Rebellion of 1831/2 as an Ensign in the Militia and Company. I 

have continued the devoted friend of Jamaica and the labouring classes. I resided 

principally in Jamaica up to 1849, visited it in 1850 and 1851. Enjoyed an intimacy 

with all the Governors, was managing nearly all the estates I now have in Slavery 

mentioned in Jameson's letter and introduced the Free Labour System among them. The 

rebel leader Gordon invited me to apply for the Governorship of Jamaica on the 

termination of Governor Darling's administration as the most practical man for its 

Government. I communicated with the late Duke of Newcastle on the subject. To the 

energetic, skilful and prompt measures of Governor Eyre and his final act of hanging 

G.W.Gordon I consider the suppression of the outbreak is due."  

 

The letter and its enclosure (Appendix 5) are highly informative for present 

purposes. Not only does the letter disclose that Carson had appointed a nephew as his 

agent in Jamaica, but it reveals a number of facts about his own background, not least 

of which was his previous dialogue with George Gordon, described as the "rebel leader", 

about the possibility of Carson becoming Governor of the island. Above all, his 

outright condemnation of the rebellion and his support for Governor Eyre should be 

noted. The enclosure is telling in its own way, mainly for the unequivocal condemnation 

of the rebellion and for the fearful reactions of the planters.  

 

The Colonial Office annotations on the letter are similarly revealing. 

Addressing the Permanent Secretary, an official suggests that "This looks as if there 

will be ample justification for having hung Gordon. But the writer speaks of 1000 

having been killed, which it is to be hoped is an exaggeration". Sir Frederick Rogers 

adds his own view: "There is probably a good deal of exaggeration in this letter as 

there was sure to be in the rumour of the moment which it echoes. What looks authentic 

is the statement that Gordon is directing a general map and had specified particular 

persons who were to be spared. Everything is uncertain however at present. Mr Carson 

should be thanked." The Secretary of State adds: "Let this letter be copied", meaning 

for wider dissemination in Government circles.  
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No doubt gratified by the interest being taken in his efforts to brief the 

British Government, Carson seems to have urged his agent to provide further information 

on the rebellion, this enabling him to write further to the Colonial Office on 15th 

January 1866 as follows:  

 

"In regard to the labour question in Jamaica, it was my desire to have information that 

can be fully relied upon, as I know perfectly well myself that the statements of Dr 

Underhill and the Rev McArthur and others were erroneous and imaginary on this subject. 

Having received my Agent's reply I desire to lay it before Her Majesty's Govt and it 

accompanies this.  

 

"On all my estates the labourers have been paid as regularly as they are in this 

country, and I may safely add that this practice is the same on all absentee 

proprietors' estates."  

 

The enclosure to that letter (Appendix 6) illustrates the depth of feeling among 

the planters at the efforts being made by various religious groups to disturb the 

status quo on the island. Underhill was General Secretary of the Baptist Church 

Missionary Society, and (Rev)George Gordon had effectively been the leader of local 

activists aiming to improve the lot of the Negro population. Once again, however, the 

Colonial Office detected an element of exaggeration in what had been written, 

annotating the statement that Gordon had identified persons who were to fall at the 

hands of the rebels with the comment. "This can scarcely be true as we should have 

heard of it before".  

 

When news of Gordon's execution and of the manner in which Governor Eyre had put 

down the insurrection became more widely known, there was a public outcry in Britain 

and the Government felt obliged to set up a Royal Commission to enquire into the 

circumstances. Jameson gave evidence  

(PRO: CO 137/415) to the Commission on 20th February, describing himself as a merchant 

and attorney for Albion estate, and answering questions about the manner of payment for 

work done, how complaints were handled, hours of work, rates of pay for particular 

tasks, and about similar matters concerning the employment of labour. Jameson was 

followed by the Headman at Albion who testified as follows:  

 

-that weeding 16 or 17 chains would earn 18 pence;  

-that such work would start at 7.30 and take until noon;  

-that cutting 23 chains of canes, 3 and a half feet wide, would earn 18 pence;  

-that such work would take from 6.30 to 11 or 12 o'clock;  

-that no labourer had been taken before a magistrate; 

-that the estate employed 250 to 260 labourers;  
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When the report of the Royal Commission was published, its conclusions (Appendix 

7) praised Governor Eyre for the initial action he had taken, but roundly criticised 

the extent and duration of the retribution which had been exacted. The result was that 

Eyre was replaced as Governor and forced to defend himself in the British courts 

against claims for maltreatment; public action-groups were set up, on the one hand to 

fund private prosecutions, and on the other to fund his defence. There can be no doubt 

that Carson supported the latter and that he would have been satisfied when all charges 

against Eyre were dismissed. However, Eyre's reputation had suffered irreparable damage 

and he was never employed by the Government again.  

 

George Gordon.  

 

 

Now regarded in Jamaica as a national hero with places and roads named after 

him, George Gordon was not always regarded with such approbation, and he suffered death 

in 1865 for his causes, unfairly as it was later found. Because he became involved with 

James Carson, some notes on his background are appropriate.  

 

George Gordon was born the illegitimate son of a slave woman by her master, 

Joseph Gordon, who had come out to Jamaica to manage sugar plantations on behalf of 

absentee proprietors. Joseph later married and brought up a legitimate family, but his 

financial affairs deteriorated and he fell into debt. Despite having totally neglected 

the up-bringing of his son who had become a moderately successful store-keeper, Joseph 

went to him for help, and George paid off his father's debts on the Cherry Garden 

estate.  

 

Joseph Gordon had also owed money to James Simpson on the mortgage of the 

Hermitage and Shortwood estates, of which Joseph was trustee and executor under the 

will of Benjamin Marriott Perkins. That James Carson's wife, Sarah Marriott Carson, was 

born at Castle Perkins in Jamaica suggests a further family connection with Joseph 

Gordon, and indirectly with George Gordon.  

 

It is also noteworthy that the mother of George Gordon was buried at Cherry 

Garden. According to Clinton Black, when George was walking over the estate with the 

Rev. King of the Scots Kirk one day "he pointed to a grass-covered mound of earth among 

the trees and said with sudden tears in 

 

- 39 - 



 

his eyes, 'My mother is buried there; she was a Negro and a slave, but she was a kind 

mother to me, and I loved her dearly'." One suspects that Joseph Gordon, like James 

Simpson, belonged to the Presbyterian Church in Kingston.  

 

George Gordon's political career began in 1850 on his election to the House of 

Assembly, his main interest being in the newly emancipated poverty-stricken black 

peasants; he became attached to the Baptist Church and actively preached for relief 

from the dominance of the white planter society. His followers were the instigators of 

the Morant Bay rebellion, and accordingly Gordon was assumed to be responsible for it, 

despite the fact that Gordon had always advocated peaceful means to the solution of 

negro problems, and was in fact at home ill in bed when the troubles arose. His long-

standing opponent, Governor Eyre, had him arrested and arraigned before a court martial 

which sentenced him to death within an hour.  

 

Jameson's letters to Carson (Appendices 5 and 6) testify to the partisan view 

widely taken of George Gordon by white Jamaican society. It was not until after the 

inquiry by the Royal Commission on Jamaica that it came to be recognised that the 

Governor and officers of the court martial had exceeded their authority, and that 

George Gordon had in effect been judicially murdered.  

 

Where James Carson stood on the issue is a matter of conjecture, but it is clear 

that he was totally opposed to any action that smacked of insubordination to lawful 

authority, whether emanating from England or Jamaica. This is reflected in a further 

letter (CO 137/410) that he wrote on 29th August 1866 to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, the 3rd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, alerting him to trouble on the 

Hopewell estate which Carson owned. Carson said: "I believe the labourers have no real 

cause for complaint; this intelligence is much to be deplored as exhibiting a 

continuance of disaffection and a total disregard of the laws of the island". The 

letter bears a Colonial Office annotation to the effect that the Acting Governor, Sir 

Harry Storks, "is aware of this affair and had sent police but regards it as an 

ordinary quarrel between the labourers and the Overseer in which the labourers are as 

probably in the right as the Overseer"; hardly the sort of deprecating reaction that 

Carson was expecting his letter to provoke, but then he was probably not so advised.  
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When the repercussions of the 1865 rebellion had largely died down, the 

Secretary of the London based British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society wrote to the 

Duke of Buckingham on behalf of George Gordon's widow to request the return of Gordon's 

private papers, seized for the Royal Commission and subsequently delivered to the 

Colonial Office. His letter of 17th January 1868 (CO 137/439) went on to say:  

 

"Your Grace will now be aware that the late Hon.G.W.Gordon was condemned to death by 

persons who had no legal authority to try him, that he was convicted land executed upon 

evidence that would not have been admitted before any properly constituted tribunal, 

and upon evidence which if admitted fell altogether short of establishing the crime 

with which he was charged'; and that this is the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice of 

England as laid down in his Lordship's charge to the Grand Jury on 10th April last in 

the case of Col. Nelson and Lieutenant Brand, indicted for the murder of Mr Gordon."  

 

Buckingham authorised the return of the papers "without delay", subject to the 

copying of two documents that might be required in the proceedings pending against Ex-

Governor Eyre, one being an extract from Gordon's pocket-book in which he had linked 

the name of his enemy the Custos of the Morant Bay district with verses in Deuteronomy, 

chapter 32:  

 

22. For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn into the lowest hell, 

and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the 

mountains.  

 

23. I will heap mischiefs upon them; I will spend mine arrows upon them.  

 

The considered view of Gordon was that while he had been falsely implicated in 

the rebellion, he had nevertheless been reckless in his advocacy of change and had 

inflamed the minds of his Negro followers.  

 

It appears that by an agreement dated 19 July 1870, James Carson acquired the 

Hermitage and Shortwood estates. This is likely to have been much to the satisfaction 

of his wife if these had been her childhood home. The consideration for the acquisition 

was an annuity of £200 to Mrs Sarah Gordon, the widow of Joseph Gordon.  
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Chapter 7. Home Affairs. 

 

Like other leading citizens of Marlow in their day, James Carson became a J.P. 

and a feoffee i.e. governor of Borlase School. No doubt there were many other calls 

upon his time or purse for the support of civic activities, and the available evidence 

suggests that he played his part in a dutiful manner. Some of these would have been 

pleasurable, such as his patronage of sporting events. But, just as the townsfolk in 

the 1990's have been vitally concerned with the future of the defunct brewery site, so 

in the 1860's were they contemplating ways of getting a railway between the town and 

Bourne End, and for that objective Carson was an enthusiastic campaigner.  

 

The Great Marlow Railway Company.  

An early attempt to create a branch line from Bourne End to Marlow failed in 

1865/6 because of opposition from local landowners and the less than fulsome support of 

the Great Western Railway which ran the principal line. Interest remained high however, 

and at a public meeting held at the Crown Hotel on 29th August 1867 the need for a 

railway was agreed, and Carson was elected to a committee to develop a plan for its 

fulfilment (PRO: RAIL 230/1). After consideration of an association with the GWR, it 

was eventually decided to proceed independently, subject to the raising of the 

necessary financial backing. Under an agreement dated 16 December 1867, numerous 

subscribers undertook to take shares in a company to be known as The Great Marlow 

Railway Company: among them were James Carson of Spinfield, Col.George Higginson of 

Gyldernscroft, and Peter Borgnis of Highfields who took £100 each; Edwin Clark, who 

later became consulting engineer to the project took £200; but the largest contribution 

was made by Messrs Wethered who put up £2000 (PRO: RAIL 230/4).  

 

Following parliamentary approval of the scheme to set up the Great Marlow 

Railway Company with Owen Peel Wethered as chairman, Peter Borgnis as vice-chairman, 

and James Carson among the directors, a further public meeting was held on 6th August 

1868 with the aim of increasing the number of shareholders. At this meeting, Carson, 

who had become High Sheriff of Bucks, was reported in the South Bucks Free Press as 

saying:  

 

   "The bill passed unopposed through all its stages, and received the  

   royal assent on the 13th July. You will be gratified at this because a  

   railway must have the effect of benefiting the trade and increasing  
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the value of property in the neighbourhood. I am glad to see some gentlemen here 

today who have already largely benefited from the mere announcement of the scheme, 

and that, gentlemen, is only a very small instalment of the advantages that must be 

ultimately derived from a railway. In consequence of our meeting with no opposition 

we have arrived at this stage at much less cost than we had anticipated. We  

are yet very far short of the number of shares actually required to be taken up to 

enable us to carry out the scheme to a successful and economic conclusion. We do not 

want to put ourselves in the hands of the contractors, and be compelled to pay them 

in shares at a large discount, and overpay them in other ways; 551 shares have been 

taken up and the calls paid upon them. We still require another 600 shares to be 

taken before we can exercise our borrowing powers. We have fixed our capital at 

£18,000 a much larger sum than we shall want, but we shall certainly require the 

number of shares I have mentioned to be subscribed for, and if the people will now 

come forward and take the necessary number of shares, we shall be able to carry out 

this undertaking at a very much less cost than we originally anticipated, and there 

is no doubt that any person investing his capital in our shares will be handsomely 

paid. We are convinced that they will receive a much higher dividend than they can 

obtain from investments offering equal certainty and security."  

 

Inevitably, the will fell short of the intent, and two years later the directors 

were still trying to raise additional support. On 28 August 1870, at a General Meeting 

of the Company, it was reported that Messrs Wethered had increased their share by 50% 

to £3000, and that other subscribers had increased their shares to £5310.  

 

Carson continued to attend meetings of the directors through 1870 and 1871, 

sometimes taking the chair. He was re-elected to the Board on 28 March 1872, at which 

meeting shareholders were informed that the Company was overdrawn at the bank and that 

5 members had given personal security; the need to collect arrears of calls upon the 

commitments of shareholders was again emphasised.  

 

By various means adequate funds were found and other obstructions to progress 

overcome, but Carson had died before the formal opening of the line in 1873.  

 

High Sheriff.  

 

Early in 1868 it was publicly announced that James Carson Esq. of Spinfield had 

been appointed High Sheriff of Bucks.   And not only High Sheriff, but appointed a 

Deputy Lieutenant of the county along with Sir William Clayton. The town, conscious of 

the honour bestowed on one of its citizens, arranged for the event to be celebrated "by 

the ringing of merry peals from the church steeple, (South Bucks Free Press, 8th 

February).  
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In March the time came for Carson to be presented to Queen Victoria as a mark of 

his appointment. Normally he would have been presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Bucks, 

but Lord Carrington died shortly before the appointed day and his place was taken by 

the Lord Chancellor; in the event, the Prince of Wales deputised for Her Majesty at the 

ceremony held at St James' Palace.  

 

No doubt a round of civic engagements followed, but one may have given more than 

usual pleasure to James Carson, his wife and daughter when they attended a reception 

held by the Prime Minister and Mrs Disraeli at the new Foreign Office.  

 

Somewhat later the Press reported (BFP 4th April) that James Carson "had 

entertained a select circle of friends at Spinfield on Thursday March 28th. The 

following among others were present   ...... Admiral the Hon George Grey ......  The 

dinner was replete with every luxury, and the conservatory, beautifully adorned as it 

is with plants of richest foliage,  

was an especial object of admiration among the guests". The newspaper went on to say it 

had been informed that the level of sugar production on Albion estate was currently 

expected to be high, and "We congratulate the proprietor Mr Carson who deserves to 

succeed as he is one of the few absentees who spend liberally in keeping up their 

estates in Jamaica".  

 

In seemingly choosing the occasion to provide as a handout to the local Press a 

copy of a Jamaican newspaper containing this crop intelligence, Carson overlooked the 

possibility that other material it contained was capable of interpretation in a 

somewhat different vein, for the paper went on to say:  

 

"There is however one little circumstance in connection with the successful 

cultivation of Albion which ought to be mentioned. There is not a single white man 

employed on the property, a fact that stands out boldly in refutation of the alarmist 

reports which Mr Carson has so frequently volunteered to the Secretary of the Colonies 

that the Negroes are exhibiting a continuance of disaffection and a total disregard of 

the laws of the country', and further that 'the censure passed on Governor Eyre's 

conduct has had a most injurious effect on the Negro mind'. Kingston Morning Journal."  

 

It will be recalled that the quoted remarks of Carson were originally expressed 

in his letter of 29 August 1866 to the Secretary of State of the Colonies. As Carson is 

unlikely himself to have published his letter, the more probable explanation is that he 

sent a copy to his agent in Jamaica to  

 

 

 

- 44 – 

 

 

 



 

demonstrate support of planter interests, and that the agent then released it to local 

papers. When the Bucks Free Press subsequently described the  

remarks as "alarmist", it was reflecting the popular belief in Britain that much 

sympathy should lie with the Negro after all that he had suffered under slavery; yet, 

if the remarks were an accurate reflection of the situation in Jamaica, they bear out 

the warning given 40 years previously by the West India Committee that the Negroes 

should not be allowed to think their immediate masters were wrong and could be 

overruled.  

 

With his year in office half-way through, Carson held a banquet at the Exchange 

Rooms, Aylesbury, for "80 leading gentlemen of the county, including the Lord 

Chancellor and Baron Rothchild", and followed this by "entertaining Sir J.Rowe (late 

Chief Justice of Jamaica) and Lady Rowe, and a large circle of friends at Spinfield 

House" (BFP 25th July).  

 

General Election.  

 

Towards the end of 1868 a General Election was called. On 14th November, the 

South Bucks Free Press carried a long report of an election meeting attended by the 

Conservative candidate for Great Marlow,  

Mr.T.Wethered. The report is of interest, not only because it reveals the issues of the 

day, but because it mirrors a little of the attitudes of James Carson towards them, as 

the following extract shows:-  

 
"A very large and influential meeting in support of the candidature of Mr T.Wethered was 

held in the Town Hall on Saturday evening last. In order that the electors might be 

accommodated the admission was by ticket up to a certain time and we understand that every 

voter had a ticket sent to him. The Hall was quite full and the meeting was most lively, 

enthusiastic and good-natured. As we looked on this meeting we could only regret that a 

room so convenient for public assemblies was not always available to the town without 

respect to sect or party. G.H.Vansittart, Esq., of Bisham Abbey, occupied the chair, and 

on the platform were T.O.Wethered Esq., the candidate, O.P.Wethered Esq., F.Du Pre 

Thornton Esq., Colonel Higginson, Edwin Clark Esq., J.Carson Esq., High Sheriff, W.J.Shone 

Esq., Thomas Rolls Esq., W.L.Ward Esq., and others whose names we could not learn."  

(After many speeches, the Chairman put the question and declared that it was carried 

unanimously.)  

 

"J.Carson Esq., High Sheriff, rose amid cheers, hisses and hootings to move a vote of 

thanks to the chairman. He said - I rise to make a proposition which I am sure will be 

unanimously received by every one present (Great noise). I get up (Voice "Sit down") I 

say, I rise to propose a vote of thanks to our friend the chairman, Mr Vansittart. I think 

we ought to thank him for the manner in which he has conducted the business of the 

meeting. I may just mention I came  
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here simply to hear Mr Wethered, who is seeking our suffrage, express his opinion on 

several points. I stand here without having made any promise to anyone, and I advise this 

constituency not foolishly to promise their votes before they know who will come forward. 

To do so is like buying a pig in a poke, and this is the case with many of  

you. Without considering the merits, you have given away your votes. I wish simply 

to supplement the remarks made on the Irish Church. I stand here as an Irishman, as a 

Protestant Irishman, and I do think that I shall be disgraced if I see my Protestant 

brethren robbed of their property and deprived of their clergymen, merely to satisfy, what 

you will never satisfy, the priests of Rome. (Hear) You are  

never going to satisfy Rome, not till she gets you all within her bosom, not till the 

liberties of England, Scotland, and Ireland are under the Pope's foot. Look to Spain! Dare 

they hold such a meeting as such there? I ask you for fair play. I say, 'No surrender'. Now 

you shall hear me in defence of my countrymen. I warn you that you will be trampled on if 

you support Gladstone to disestablish the poor Protestants.  

 

"I remember thirty years ago, when, I admit, the tithe system was very onerous on the Roman 

Catholic people; but the system has  

been removed. ("Oh! oh") Now who puts this tithe taxation into his pockets? It is the 

landlord, not the tenant - no, not a farthing; and if Mr Gladstone carries his measure 

tomorrow, will the farmer have his land cheaper? No. It will bring no relief, and not one 

farthing will go into the pockets of the tenants. I am sorry to detain you so long. I am 

sure if I had not said a word for my Protestant brethren you would have thought me a 

worthless individual. As regards different denominations: from Salem chapel down to (a 

voice: "Bisham church") every denomination of Protestants, every one of you know I have 

subscribed to their schools, their treats, and to support even their clergy. (Hear, hear) 

That, Mr Morgan and Mr Wright know perfectly well. I am one of the most tolerant of anyone 

in the country. I have supported every section and I am perfectly astonished and surprised 

that you refuse to hear me say a word in favour of my brethren in Ireland."  

 

An informed reader would have read a good deal from between the lines of this 

report. The first point of interest is the mention of the fact that the Town Hall was 

"quite full", and bearing in mind that Marlow had in excess of 700 voters, all of whom 

had received a ticket of admission, the conclusion must be that the turnout was 

somewhat disappointing; in view too of the barracking that went on, those who did 

attend may well have been mainly opponents of the Conservative candidate.  

 

The second point is the reporter's regret at the lack of a general meeting place 

in the town. It was no secret that T.P.Williams, one of the Tory Members for Great 

Marlow in earlier days, had paid for the building of the Town Hall and had denied the 

use of it to his opponents. As to Carson's position on the Conservative platform, this 

would seem to have been ambivalent. Being High Sheriff, he was obviously an asset to 

the 
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organisers of the meeting but, in advising voters not to commit their votes until they 

knew who was coming forward for election, he may have given the impression that he was 

leaning towards the opposition, though his obvious ignorance of the fact that Capt 

Verney had been nominated the Liberal candidate some weeks previously - in fact before 

Mr Wethered's nomination - would have been reassuring, at least on that point. The 

position of Edwin Clark was also strange bearing in mind that he was a member of the 

Reform Club at this time (1859-1874).  

 

The report of the meeting makes clear that the Liberals in Opposition under 

Gladstone were advocating concessions to Irish nationalism, to include disestablishment 

of the Anglican Church in Ireland, followed by land and educational reforms; measures 

that were enacted after the Liberals came to power in the 1868 election.  

 

In reporting the election in Great Marlow on 18 November - won by Wethered by 

345 votes to 314 - the Bucks Free Press (21 November) said:  

.... there was an utter absence of angry feeling or violence of any kind.  

The most marked ebullition of disapprobation was manifest when J.Carson Esq, the High 

Sheriff, arrived to record his vote for Mr Wethered, the mob giving vent to their 

opinions in vociferous groans, hisses and all sorts of uncomplimentary remarks." A week 

later that impression was contradicted in a letter to the paper, and the Bucks Herald 

(28 November) similarly disagreed, stating:  

 

"The South Bucks Free Press and Aylesbury News of last week have inserted a 

statement to the effect that James Carson Esq, the High Sheriff of the county, was 

received with marks of disapprobation by the crowd when proceeding to the Town Hall to 

record his vote in favour of Mr Wethered. As no representative of either of these 

papers was present at the time, and as the paragraph in both papers is the same, it is 

most likely that it was supplied by the same person who adopted that method of showing 

a petty personal spite which he feels against the High Sheriff. The statement is 

entirely false, and our reporter who was in front of the Town Hall when Mr Carson 

arrived to record his vote was struck with the enthusiastic reception he received from 

the crowd, second in heartiness to scarcely anyone who polled. What paltry devices some 

persons will resort to in political matters."  

 

After an eventful year and as a farewell gesture, it was announced that "The 

High Sheriff and Mrs Carson have issued invitations to a Ball in the Town Hall, Marlow, 

on 31st December" (BFP 1st December 1868). Perhaps the church bells rang another merry 

peal to celebrate that occasion and the new year.  
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Chapter 8. Epilogue. 

 

James Carson died at 35 Montague Square in London on 26 May 1872 age 61, leaving 

Sarah Marriott Carson a widow with two sons and two daughters. As the probate papers 

described him as being "late of Spinfield", the possible inference is that he and Sarah 

had separated, though she continued to live at Spinfield until 1885. He provided in his 

will that any debts to Messrs P.C.Don & Co, a merchant house and consignee of the 

products of Jamaica, should be paid out of the produce of his estates in Jamaica.  

That provision, seemingly sufficient at the time, was to lead to difficulties for the 

family before long.  

 

Of his estates, Carson left Albion and Hopewell to his eldest son, Major James 

Simpson Carson, subject to their providing his widow with an annuity. The remaining 

estates, of which the largest was Constant Spring,  

and including Shortwood and Hermitage acquired from the executors of Joseph Gordon, 

were to go to his youngest son Marriott Simpson Carson when he became 25, subject again 

to the payment of an annuity to his widow who acted as trustee meanwhile. The will 

provided that if Marriott were to die before he was 25, the estate should revert to 

Major Carson; this in fact happened and led to further complications in the financial 

affairs of the Carson family. His daughters were to receive substantial lump sums, the 

interest payable to them until their marriage, then the capital to be settled on them. 

To Howard, his coachman at Spinfield Lodge for over 10 years, Carson left £100.  

 

Sale of Constant Spring  

 

Arising from the fact that with the decline in profitability of sugar 

plantations in the West Indies many estate proprietors had either neglected them or, as 

frequently happened, burdened them with debts, the Government many years previously had 

set up an Incumbered Estates Commission with powers to enforce the sale of such 

properties. By Order of 3rd January 1878, the Court of Commissioners for the Sale of 

Incumbered Estates in the West Indies (Jamaica) required the sale of some 2400 acres 

comprising the Constant Spring estate and other property of the Carson family (PRO: CO 

441/12/12-13). The circumstances of this decision warrant some explanation.  

 

Following his father's death, Marriott Carson seems to have spent time on the 

island, most likely keeping an eye an Constant Spring which  
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he was to inherit, for on 1st January 1874 he married Florence Cox, the daughter of 

Col.J.W.Cox of Jamaica. He may not, however, have been a well young man, suggesting to 

his father that he might not live to be 25; that foreboding was realised when Marriott 

died in June 1877, only 5 months before his 25th birthday. The immediate problem was 

how to provide for Marriott's widow and at the same time do something to relieve the 

estate of the burden of debt to Don, but Sarah Carson was now freed from her duty of 

trusteeship and could decide with Major Carson what to do.  

 

Sarah Carson had already paid £1500 in 1875 to meet part of the debt  

to Messrs Don, and this was followed in 1876 by the sale of plots of land in Jamaica 

that raised £6900, also for that purpose. But there was still £10,000 due to Don; such 

a considerable sum that doubts must arise as to whether James Carson was totally aware 

of his indebtedness to Don, or whether he had overestimated the capacity of his estates 

to cover it. Late in 1877, Sarah Carson of Spinfield and Patrick Cockburn Don of 27 

Lombard Street, London, became joint petitioners to the Incumbered Estates Commission 

seeking the sale of Constant Spring. In her submission, Sarah Carson said that she had 

claims as an incumbrancer on the purchase moneys realised by the sales of estates in 

Jamaica.  

 

The various claims on the sale moneys stood as follows:-  

 

Messrs P.C.Don:       £10,000 

Mrs Sarah Carson, being her payment to 

 Don in September 1875:         1,500 

Mrs Sarah Gordon, an annuity for life:        200 

Mrs Sarah Carson, arrears of annuity:      5,000 

Mrs Sarah Carson, annuity:       1,000 

         ------ 

        £18,600 

Mrs Florence Mary Vernon Carson    Residue 

         ------ 

 

 

On the decision of the Incumbered Estates Commission, the various properties 

were sold and realised the following amounts:-  

 

St Andrew parish  

Shortwood        2,350 

Hermitage          425 

Rose Hill          750 

Constant Spring      10,000 
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Portland parish  

Cedar Valley      200 

Haining     400 

        ------- 

        £14,125 

        ------- 

 

The obvious conclusion from the above figures is that the sales did not realise 

enough to meet the claims. How the family then dealt with its moral obligation to look 

after Marriott's widow is not clear from the available evidence, but as Don continued 

to press his claims it can be assumed that she received a proportion of the income.  

 

One corollary of the affair, showing the importance of being precise on all 

details of sale and purchase of agricultural land, was the subsequent dispute between 

the Carsons and the purchaser of Constant Spring over who had the rights to the crop 

following the sale on 27th November 1878. 

 

Sale of Spinfield  

 

Spinfield was put up for sale in June 1885. Sarah Carson at 62 may have felt 

that she no longer wanted such a large house, or there could have been continuing 

financial pressures.  

 

Sale of Albion.  

 

Whereas the dealings with the Incumbered Estates Commission in 1877/8 were with 

the consent of the Carson family, those initiated 10 years later by P.C.Don were 

opposed by the Carsons. In his claim dated 10th October 1887 (PRO: CO 441/25/1), Don 

maintained that as consignee of the produce of the Jamaican estates he was owed £9000 

by the Carson family, and  

in consequence he sought the sale of the Albion estate of some 4000 acres to recover 

the debt. In support of his claim, Don produced his account with the family, and this 

demonstrated that over the previous 10 years the total indebtedness fluctuated but 

tended to increase.  

 

Two reasons for this state of affairs can be adduced. First, it seems that the 

family had conveyed responsibility to Don for the conduct of their commercial interests 

in the Jamaican plantations, Marriott having  

died and Major Carson, by now a barrister of Middle Temple, being more interested in 

his career. That trust may or may not have been well placed,  
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but Sarah Carson said that although the accounts had been made available to her she had 

not the experience to inspect them critically. Secondly, the noticeably high level of 

drawings from the account suggests that despite the known debt to Don, Major Carson as 

owner of Albion had exceeded what was prudent and without due regard for what the 

produce of the estate could reasonably cover.  

 

When Major Carson and Sarah Carson came to make a counter- submission, he gave 

his address as 1 Delahay Street, London, and she as Portland Terrace, Richmond. In it 

they maintained:-  

1. That the yearly interest on the incumbrances did not exceed half  

the average yearly income.  

 

2. That Don, together with Pennington as the late James Carson's  

   solicitor, were trustees of the estate and had no lien upon it.  

 

3. That Don's accounts showed exorbitant commissions and other  

unjustified expenses.  

 

In its judgement dated 2nd May 1888, the Court dismissed all three defences. On 

the first it was remarked that far from covering its costs, the productivity of the 

estate was declining and showed no sign of being able to reduce its indebtedness; on 

the second, lengthy legal argument was rehearsed before the point was rejected on the 

grounds of precedent; and on the third, it was considered that the accounts were 

reasonable.  

 

Various offers to purchase either the whole or parts of Albion were received in 

response to advertisement, but were turned down as they fell short of the £15,000 that 

Major Carson thought was reasonable. It was only  

on 1st September 1890, some 18 months after the judgement, that agreement was reached 

to sell the Albion estate to Juan Grinan for £6000.  

 

In effect, the Carsons had now ceased to own land in Jamaica, and had fallen 

very considerably in 20 years from James Carson's proud claim to be the "largest land 

proprietor in Jamaica". And with what remaining debts it is impossible to say, but 

before her death in 1899 at the age of 76, Sarah Marriott Carson would have reflected 

with some sadness upon the great changes she had witnessed in the family fortunes.  
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Appendix 1  

 

Jamaica and the Dukes of Buckingham. 

 

James Simpson of Spinfield was the attorney in Jamaica for the 1st Duke of Buckingham, 

1776-1839. He managed the Duke's estate, amongst others there, from 1818 to at least 1828, during 

which time he was a partner in the firm of Simpson, Taylor & Co., of Kingston, Jamaica. It is not 

at present known how the Duke came to employ Simpson, though it is known how the Duke came to have 

an interest in the estate.  

 

In 1777, James Brydges, 3rd Duke of Chandos, married Anne Elizabeth Elletson, widow of 

Roger Hope Elletson, Governor of Jamaica from 1766 to 1769 and owner of the Hope and Middleton 

plantations. The Duke of Chandos died in 1789 without leaving a male heir, and the dukedom became 

extinct; the estates and fortune descended, however, following the certified lunacy of the 

Duchess, to his only daughter Anna Eliza, who married Richard Grenville, later 1st Duke of 

Buckingham and Chandos.  

 

The following notes summarise various aspects of the lives of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Duke of 

Buckingham and Chandos, including their connections with Jamaica, the British Government, and the 

county of Buckinghamshire, not least of these being the residents of Marlow. An important source 

of this material was "The rise and fall of the Grenvilles" by John Beckett. (1)  

 

1st Duke of Buckingham (1776-1839)  

 

Described as arrogant, conceited and extravagant, Richard Grenville was a member of a 

family that contributed two Prime Ministers (George Grenville, 1763-65; and Lord William Wyndham 

Grenville, 1806-07), and was related through marriage to William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. He married 

Anna Eliza in 1796 when he was just 20 and she was 16. The marriage had been negotiated by the 

respective parents as providing a suitable link between title and wealth. Under the marriage 

settlement, Anna Eliza was to retain the title to her mother's property in Jamaica, while her 

husband benefited from the revenue therefrom, said to be £6,000 annually; the trustee of the 

arrangement being Sir Edward Hyde East who had been born in Jamaica.  

 

      Their son, later the 2nd Duke, was born in 1797, and although being described as a sickly, 

spoiled child, became generally affable and a good mixer, but with his father's predisposition to 

uncontrolled spending. As the Marquis of Chandos, the son married Mary Campbell in 1819, she being 

a Presbyterian Scot and opposed like her husband to catholic emancipation. On the occasion of the 

marriage, a settlement was arranged by which Chandos obtained certain rights over the Jamaican 

estate, thus abrogating the provisions of the 1796 settlement and providing his father with a 

further tool in his quest for additional funding.  

 

Grenville only became the 1st Duke in 1822, the appointment being thought to have been 

bought for political allegiance to Lord Liverpool, the then Prime Minister, and on account of his 

ability to control parliamentary seats by his ownership of land. He was an avid collector of 

pictures, sculpture, plate, china, pottery, furniture and books, much of which found its way to 

Stowe. He was also renowned for his infidelities, his name being linked with at least three 

ladies, one of whom had been his mistress in Italy during 1827 and 1828 where he had gone to 

escape his creditors. It was recognised that the cost of his life-style far exceeded his income.  
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The Duchess took advantage of her husband's absence in Italy to seek the advice of Sir 

Edward East, who promptly discovered the Duke's duplicity and was able to restore her control over 

the Jamaican estates according to the 1796 settlement, though by 1829 the income from this source 

had become uncertain and yielded little or no profit.(2) 

 

By 1832, the expenditure of the Duke had risen to about £10,000 annually, as against a net 

income of £8,000. As Beckett pointed out: "his financial ship was already drifting rudderless in a 

gathering storm", and that when his predicament became public, "the ship was holed and leaking 

badly". The Duchess, however, refused to allow her estate in the West Indies to be used as 

security for a loan to settle the Duke's debts, maintaining that her son's inheritance would be 

prejudiced thereby.  

Trustees were appointed in 1836 and discovered, amongst other things, that it was notorious 

throughout Jamaica that the Hope and Middleton plantations were being badly managed and a steward 

was sent out to rectify the matter.(3)  Following the death of the Duchess in 1836 and the 1st 

Duke's death in 1839, the Trustees had more or less restored financial stability.  

 

2nd Duke of Buckingham.(1797-1862)  

 

Chandos meanwhile had developed into a moderate political reformer, becoming known as the 

"Farmer's Friend" through his interest in the fiscal burdens and agricultural adversity of English 

farmers, and his opposition to repeal of the Corn Laws which discriminated against imports.(4) It 

was possibly on that account that Chandos became a member in 1832 of the Select Committee 

concerned with the abolition of slave labour in the Colonies, and in doing so he would have been 

aware of the Buckingham interest in Jamaica.  

 

Temperamentally, Chandos was similar to his father: reckless with money, and unfaithful to 

his wife. Even by 1829, Chandos was deeply in debt. His cousin, Charles Wynn, commenting on the 

characters of Chandos and his father said: "It is the inevitable consequence of neither of them 

having been ever subjected to moral control or education ....... both in effect only sons learning 

no other lesson but that the world was made for them".(5) 

 

It was in 1831 that his wife intercepted a letter to Chandos from a Mrs Anne Wyndham 

couched in affectionate terms.(6) On this and other occasions, Chandos either protested his 

innocence or promised to reform.  

 

On becoming the 2nd Duke of Buckingham, Chandos continued his profligacy to the extent that 

by 1844 he owed by mortgage, bond debts and secured family charges over £800,000, of which over 

£500,000 had been added to the incumbrances inherited from his father; a year later the debt stood 

at over £1 million. In March 1847, the Duchess was asked to relinquish her right of jointure over 

estates in Ireland and Jamaica, but she refused in the interest of her son (later to become the 

3rd Duke) who was himself prepared to agree the plan in the interests of his father.(7) 

 

Family relationships deteriorated further, and by 1848 the 2nd Duke had quarrelled with his 

daughter - by arriving at the church to prevent the completion of her clandestine marriage to a 

person not, in his judgement, of sufficient social standing - had separated from his wife, and was 

not on speaking terms with his son.  

 

 

 

 

 

- 53 - 



 

 

3rd Duke of Buckingham(1823-1889)  

 

While the 2nd Duke continued to obfuscate and obstruct all endeavours to mitigate the 

financial disaster that was looming, his son (now the Marquis of Chandos), with the full 

cooperation of the Duchess, worked assiduously with the Trustees to achieve land and property 

sales, thus alienating his father. Chandos became incensed on discovering that the Duke had sent 

to Mr Cunningham in Jamaica a power of attorney to receive all arrears of rent, which Chandos 

should have received.(8) 

 

By 1848 the die was cast and creditors forced a massive contraction of the Duke's 

possessions, which involved the sale of not only Buckingham House in London and numerous estates 

in England and Ireland, but also the entire contents of the family seat at Stowe. It was not until 

1851, however, that the Middleton estate in Jamaica was sold to the Ordnance Office for £1430.(9) 

(There is some indication, however, that the family retained rights to the plantation as the 

property was let by them in 1886 for only £84 following damage by cyclone.(10))  

 

Chandos took the title of 3rd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos in 1862 on the death of his 

father. He became a respected politician, a Privy Counsellor in 1866 when the Conservatives were 

elected under Disraeli, Lord President of the Council with a seat in the Cabinet, and Colonial 

Secretary in March 1867. He was also chairman of the Aylesbury and Buckingham Railway Company from 

1861 to 1875.  
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Appendix 2  

 

Memorial of the West India Association on the present state 

 of British West India Colonies, 1847-1848.. ( PRO mf 52.370 ) 

 

To Lord John Russell. First Lord of the Treasury.  

 

(Summary)  

1.  The Association seeks the reduction of sugar duties . 

2.  Also the same treatment of West Indian producers as given to UK  

producers.  

3.  It wishes to see regulated emigration permitted from Africa to  

the Colonies.  

4.  Requests that ships be directed to Spanish and Brazilian ports to  

detect slave trade.  

 

Signed: Thomas Hodgkin, Chairman  

 H.Norton Shaw, Hon.Secretary  

West India Association  

9 Brook Street,  

Grosvenor Square.       18 November 1847  

 

Memorandum of the Acting Committee of West 

 India Planters and Merchants 

(Summary)  

1.  Alarm was expressed at the state of the West Indies.  

2.  The condition was attributed to action by the UK Parliament.  

3.  Traders were now required to compete with the East India Go.  

4.  The conditions had led to ruin for many.  

5.  Traders had believed that the produce of slave labour would be 

 excluded from British import.  

6.  Now note that such produce is imported on equal terms with that  

of free labour.  

7.  Government support is now needed for the West Indies . 

8.  Property values have fallen, but proprietors are still making  

vigorous efforts.  

9.  Properties cannot be sold, nor securities assigned, nor interest  

realised on mortgages; merchants are drawn to increase their advances, to the 

accumulating embarrassment of both merchants and proprietors.  

10. Further ruin will ensue . 
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11. Appeal to the Government for a 10 shilling a cwt duty  

differential on slave grown sugar.  

12. Fair competition does not exist.  

13  Seek permission to import labour.  

14. African labour needed.  

15. Seek more effectual measures to suppress the slave trade.  

16. Seek the same sympathetic treatment as given to UK 

agriculturalists last year. 

17. Seek reduction in duties on West Indian rum.  

18. Seek bonded warehousing.  

 

Signed:  Charles Cave 

     Chairman  

 

West India Committee Rooms  

25 October 1847  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 56 - 

 

 

  



 

Appendix 3  

 

Report of the Select Committee on Slavery.(Index). 

(PRO: mf 35.164-170) 

 

Analysis of Evidence by James Simpson (Pages 641-3)  

 

"Manager of several estates in Jamaica, 5421; William Taylor a partner in the house for 

some years, 5429; Reasons why Mr Taylor joined the house, and subsequently withdrew 

from the partnership, 5435; Negroes generally, and almost universally, would be 

indisposed, as far as the cultivation of sugar is concerned, to work for wages, 5455; 

Nature of the land called Cavaliers: nature of the persons who live there, 5457; Their 

habits of life do not represent an establishment of emancipated persons working for 

wages, or affording an example of industrious habits to negroes, 5460; District called 

Above Rocks: habits of the free inhabitants, 5461; Emancipated slaves never offer 

themselves as agricultural labourers, or as cultivators of sugar, 5467; Negroes have a 

day in each alternate week, and generally other days, to keep their produce grounds in 

order, 5471; Negroes never have, even in crop time, so little as six hours rest, 5473; 

Manner in which light-work is performed in crop time, 5475; Healthy and cheerful 

experience of slaves during crop time, 5477; Slaves never show any particular signs of 

exhaustion on returning from their labour, 5480; Persons of all descriptions are 

welcome on estates: the characteristic of the island is universal hospitality, 5483, 

5484; No jealousy whatever as to strangers making any inquiries, 5489; Nature of cane-

hole digging, which can never be required for the whole estate: difference in estate as 

to requiring cane- hole digging, 5494; Witness decidedly of the opinion that negroes 

would not work for wages, 5496; On account of their indolence, 5497; Attempts of 

witness to disuse the custom of the whip, 5497.11  

 

(Second Examination.) "Liberality with which white persons subscribed  

towards building chapels in Jamaica: unfairness in attributing motives: Wesleyan 

chapels frequently subscribed for to a large extent, 5548-5554; Negroes not only 

cultivate sufficient for their own support, but supply all the markets in the island, 

5557; Great sufficiency of clothing received by negroes, 5558; Property possessed by 

them often to a large amount, 5558; Their property always perfectly respected, 5559; 

Great caution used in remunerating the slightest damage to slaves' property, 5559; 

Negroes consider the ground allotted to them as their own property, 5562; Negroes could 

not comprehend the idea of paying rent for their provision grounds, 5563; 

Impracticability of any scheme for renting lands to negroes and paying wages for 

labour, 5564; Impossibility of forming a police corps of coloured persons to coerce 

blacks: animosity between the colours, 5567, 5568; No plan of paying wages for labour 

is feasible, 5569; Any scheme of a stipendiary magistracy utterly impracticable and 

impossible, 5571; No proposition of Mr Taylor's scheme possible, 5573; Bad effect on 

the contented negroes of speeches and publications from this country, 5575, 5576; 

Missionaries from their intercourse with slaves cannot form correct ideas of their 

character, 5578; No reluctance on the part of negroes to have their houses visited by 

white persons, 5580; Drivers are invariably chosen on account of their good characters, 

and are never continued in their situation if disliked by negroes, 5581-5583; 

Intelligence of negroes: many capable of understanding that they are working for 

themselves as well as their masters, 5587, 5588; Negroes generally could not be 

persuaded to work for wages, 5590; Emancipation could not now take place, consistent 

with the cultivation of the island, or without pernicious consequences for the slaves, 

5592, 5593, 5594; Slaves who have received religious instruction and moral education 

were more orderly and more temperate, 
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and have acquired great superiority over others, 5595, 5596; Exemplary conduct of some 

missionaries: objectionable preaching of others, 5599, 5603; Anxiety of planters and 

proprietors generally that their slaves should receive religious instruction, 5604; 

Sunday markets are gradually being done away with: habit of negroes to attend church 

after market, 5609; Time given to slaves to till their provision grounds, 5610; 

Description of property possessed by slaves, 5612; System by which slaves  

who belong to persons without lands hire themselves out, accounting to their owner for 

a specific sum agreed on, 5617-5627; Negroes never hire themselves out for field 

labour, 5628; Result of those gangs hired out by masters seldom profitable, generally a 

loss, 5629; Slaves who are mechanics are obliged to work for wages as they have no 

lands, 5633, 5634; Disinclination of slaves to apply themselves to work continuously, 

5641, 5642; When possessed of a little money they desist from work: are generally idle 

and dissolute, 5643; Good effect of religious and moral education, 5645; Of which the 

planters are deeply sensible, 5646; Prevalence of religious instruction to slaves, 

5651; Kind feelings between white people and negroes, 5652; Amounting even to 

familiarity, 5653; A stronger feeling between master and slave than between landlord 

and peasant in this country, 5653; Tendency of the negro character to complain, 5656; 

Instance of a serious complaint being made against an overseer of an estate of his 

attempting to force two young women to comply with his desires: such attempts in the 

island perfectly impossible, 5637, 5638, 5639.  

(Third examination.) "Willingness of Magistrates and Attorney General to follow up any 

complaints of slaves or missionaries, 5660-5666; Chimerical nature of Mr Taylor's plan 

for carrying on an estate by free labour, 5668; Quantity of land which a slave and his 

family can cultivate, produce thereof, 5681-5717; Value in money of clothes annually 

furnished to negroes, 5718- 5723; Value of provisions annually furnished to negroes, 

5724-5730; Expense of negroes, 5718, 5739; Hire of a jobbing slave, 5755; Value of land 

on estates, 5758, 5760-5769; Cultivation of the estate belonging to the Duke of 

Buckingham, 5767-5788; Opportunities afforded different public officers of viewing 

estates: Admiral Fleming's residence in the island, 5790-5799; Reception of Mr 

Huskisson's despatch, 1827, stating disallowance of the slave law, 5800-5805; 

Instructions given by Mr Cooper to the negroes on Georgia estate, 5807, 5808; 

Intercourse of mission with estates, 5809; Variations in the character of negroes upon 

different estates, 5626-5649; Chimerical nature of Mr Taylor's scheme, 5849-5856; 

Witness gave every encouragement to marriage on estates under his care, 5857-5861; 

State of Christianity among slaves 14 years ago, 5863; Religious instruction has been 

given for some time on estates, 5866-5875; Witness has no objection to slaves being 

taught to read, 5879-5886; State of the Scotch church among slaves in Jamaica, 5888-

5892; System on which jobbing negroes are hired: idleness of the negroes generally, 

5896; Property possessed by negroes, 5912-5914; Employment of emancipated negroes, 

5916; Poor Funds in the parishes in Jamaica: greatest portion of applicants are white 

persons, 5918-5920; So long as negroes could obtain subsistence in any way, they would 

not cultivate the soil, 5927; Negroes have the same desire for the luxuries of life as 

other men, 5929; Assistance which negroes receive from their masters in conveying their 

provisions to market, 5991; Labour of sugar cultivation, 5943-5949; Negroes generally 

require urging to attend their provision grounds, 5950; Slaves cannot be considered to 

cultivate sugar plantations without fear of coercion, 5952-5958; Comparative labour of 

cane-hole digging, and agricultural work in this country, 5972-5974; Periods of spells 

and night-work, 5975-5987; Facility with which estates can be visited, 5988; 

Consequences of discontinuing the use of the whip upon the Albion estate, 5999; 

Qualities for which drivers are selected, 6028; Distinction between black and white 

persons at the altar on taking the sacrament: long since abolished, 6028; Property 

accumulated by negroes on the Hope estate, 6037.11  
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Appendix 4  

 

Registers of Claims for Slave Compensation in Jamaica. 

 

St Ann, Middlesex.  (PRO: T71/857)  

 

Claim 110.  James Simpson of )    Executor of Thomas Hynes.  Bromley. 

Spinfield Lodge, )    Mortgagee.         40 slaves. 

Marlow, Bucks.   )  

Henry Smallwood.      Owner in fee. 

 

Counterclaim received 14 August 1835.  

James Simpson of the County of Bucks, England.  

Executor of Thomas Hynes, deceased.  

Mortgagee for £7069-5-2  

Replication dated 9 October 1835.  

H.Smallwood admitting Counterclaim to the full extent of 40 slaves.  

Awarded to James Simpson £757-6-10, 26 October 1835 . 

 

Claim 115. James Simpson of ) Executor of Thomas Hynes.   Greenfield. 

Spinfield Lodge, )      Mortgagee.     110 slaves. 

Marlow, Bucks.   ) 

Henry Smallwood.   Owner in fee. 

 

Process as for Claim 110 above. 

 

Adjudged to James Simpson £2171-15-2, 26 October 1835.  

 

 

Claim 116. James Whitehouse.  Owner in fee.       Greenfield Penn.  

 

16 slaves.  

 

Counterclaim by James Simpson of Bucks.  

Executor of Thomas Hynes.  

Adjudged to James Simpson £356-4-1, 2 May 1836.  
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Registers of Counterclaims for Slave Compensation 

in Jamaica. 

 

St Ann. Middlesex.   ( T71/1181) 

 

Claims 110, 115, 116.  

Appendix to the Counterclaim by James Simpson Esq.  

Executor of Thomas Hynes.  

 

Dated 2 May 1826. By Indenture of Mortgage dated as from margin  

between Henry and Henrietta Smallwood of the 1st part, John 

and Henrietta Whitehouse of the 2nd part, and James Simpson 

of the 3rd part.  

 

Reciting an indenture dated the day before the date of the present indenture of 

Mortgage whereby in Consideration of £16,000 Currency the said Greenfield estate and 

the slaves thereon were conveyed by the said Counterclaimant as such Executor of Thomas 

Hynes to the said Henry Smallwood and John Whitehouse as Tenants in Common in fee and 

that the consideration money in the last mentioned deed expressed to have been paid was 

not in fact so paid but was secured by certain acceptances of Bills of Exchange therein 

mentioned and by Bonds of the said Henry Smallwood and John Whitehouse for the sum of 

£10,000 part of the said consideration money to secure which sum of £10,000 as well as 

the payment of the said Bills of Exchange it had been agreed to grant a mortgage of the 

said Greenfield Penn and the slaves and that the said Henry Smallwood should likewise 

convey in mortgage a Penn called Bromley and the slaves his property often named and 

the said John Whitehouse should also convey certain slaves his property hereinafter 

also named.  

 

It is witnessed and the said Henry Smallwood and Henrietta his wife and John Whitehouse 

and Henrietta his wife granted bargained sold and conveyed all that plantation or Penn 

in the parish of St Ann called Greenfield and the slaves in number 100 named in the 

Schedule to the present indenture annexed marked A with their issue and the said Henry 

Smallwood and Henrietta his wife granted bargained sold and conveyed all that Penn 

piece or parcel of land in the parish of St Ann called Bromley and the slaves in number 

36 named in the Schedule to the present indenture marked B with their issue. And the 

said John Whitehouse and Henrietta his wife granted bargained sold and conveyed the 

several slaves in number 26 named in the 
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Schedule marked C to the present indenture annexed and their issue to hold the said 

Greenfield plantation and slaves Bromley Penn and slaves and the said slaves named in 

the Schedule C unto the said James Simpson his heirs and assigns to their only proper 

use benefit and behalf for ever.  

 

Subject as to the said Bromley Penn and slaves to a certain Annuity charged  

by the Will of Henry Smallwood thereon payable to his widow then the wife of ---- 

Carter Esq and subject to all the premises conveyed to redemption or administrators or 

some or one of them to the said James Simpson his executors administrators or assigns 

or some or one of them of the several sums of money secured by the said Bonds and on 

payment by the said Henry Smallwood and John Whitehouse or the acceptors thereof of the 

said acceptances of the said Bills of Exchange and the several and respective times 

when the said several sums of money became payable with the lawful interest on the said 

sums of money without any deduction.  

 

There is now due for Principal and Interest secured by the above indenture and the 

Bonds mentioned below.-  

3rd Bond                 662- 6-  0  

4th Bond                4853- 6-  8  

5th Bond                4381- 6-  8  

Currency         9896-19-  4   equal to  

                      Sterling at par       7069- 5-  2  

 

The above is the prior lien on the slaves described in the annexed Returns. Subject 

only to the annuity mentioned if still subsisting.  

 

Filed 1 May 1835.  
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Appendix 5  

 

Copy of original letter from Mr Jameson to Mr Carson. 

( PRO: CO 137 / 398 ) 

 

 

Kingston, 24th October 1865.  

 

"Your favour of 29th September is before me and has my attention. A few days ago I 

wrote you by France which I presume you have received. I was most astonished to find a 

few days ago our letters by last Mail did not go forward. How to account for it I am 

still utterly at a loss , and no information has as yet been furnished by the Post 

Office authorities. So you would be without letters by the last packet which must have 

caused you considerable uneasiness. By the French steamer I wrote you briefly and 

hurriedly about the rebellion and by this Mail I have sent you all the papers I can 

with reference to it. It appears now that this matter has been brewing for a long time 

and that for two years past we have been sleeping on the brink of a volcano, the 

........ disclosures made since I wrote you last are peaceful and no-one had the remote 

suspicion on the parties implicated. Bad as the people were, who would have thought 

that night after night they sat coolly deliberating blood, and more than anything else 

it will astonish you to learn the man who was at the bottom of it all. The man on whose 

advice these meetings were held, who appointed Captains and Lieutenants and who planned 

the whole scheme that was to annihilate all the white blood of the island, was the man 

whom you thought so much of for honesty and integrity, and not you alone, but many 

respectable people here. I could scarcely realise the idea that Geo.W.Gordon had been 

arrested in Kingston (boldly walking about while the bloodshed was being perpetrated) 

till with manacled hands and military escort he was escorted on board the "Wolverine" 

for Morant Bay, the scene of the foul slaughter that had occurred at his instance and 

by his advice. I had a shadow of doubt as he thus walked away whether the authorities 

could really bring home the bloodshed to him, or whether as some almost hoped this 

awful state of things was brought about by his preaching; however, our winds were soon 

put at rest when intelligence reached us from Morant Bay that a Court Martial was 

sitting on Gordon, and no proof was wanting to condemn him to death. His office was 

emptied of all papers belonging to him, letters and papers of his were got in all parts 

of the country urging the people to take the step. Dying men whom he had led to the 

gallows in their last breath gave their confessions against him yesterday morning and 

at 8 o'clock am, he along with 17 black men were hanging in Morant Bay. A wretched fate 

that a man could so far forget himself, should be so dead to reason and to discretion 

as to contemplate and design the murder of thousands of his fellow creatures. The old 

man I have not seen or heard of since this appalling affair, but he must feel it very 

much.(1) 

 

The scheme was well laid, and of most consummate design, drawn by a master intellect. 

So far as 1 can learn, the time fixed was Xmas, when the matter was to have been so far 

matured that the .... horn should sound from Point Morant to Negril in one night, and a 

simultaneous massacre should take place. Some few exceptions are named by Mr Gordon as 

men to be spared in the meantime. All white women were to be spared and children of 

female sex. These were set apart as concubines of these ruthless vagabonds. All the 

property was to be spared, no fires were to be put to houses or works. All that was 

required of these savages was to slay and mutilate every white man in the country. The 

Morant Bay meeting, happily for us in this part of the country, but unhappily for those 

brave fellows who fell  victims the day before the egg was hatched. The foul conspiracy 

was then too late  

discovered, but a fearful vengeance has since fallen on those unhappy people.  
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The Governor deserves the thanks of this country, and of the Home Government, and every 

praise is due to General O'Connor and the officers under his command. The movements of 

the troops and the work they have performed is better described in the papers than I 

could do it, and I have sent you a file that will be interesting to you.  

 

Although in several parts some remarks of dissatisfaction have been apparent, the 

outbreak has been confined to St Thomas in the East, and the troops and those brave and 

loyal fellows the Maroons have pretty well hunted them from their hiding places.(2) An 

immense number have been shot and hung in Morant Bay, Yalloks, Easington, Monklands, 

Manchioneal, Port Antonio and all between places. I should say that 1000 have  ...... 

death. A large number of aiders and abettors who were to hold office under the new 

Government have been taken in Kingston and all the Haiten refugees are in custody. We 

are thus rid of a lot of firebrands; Kingston has been threatened but I don't think 

anything will occur. The volunteer force about 800 strong and one company of the 

military are on guard. The volunteers have done much service, but unless reinforcements 

arrive soon our men both here and in the field will be exhausted. We look for the 

Plantagenet tomorrow from Nassau and the Urgent from Barbados with 1500 men. The 

Governor of Cuba has sent us two Spanish war steamers which are in this harbour.  

 

I am hoping to be able to inform you that all our properties  

are safe and that in all your estates peace and order reign. The people all over are, 

of course, much excited but the example they have had of the shooting down of the St 

Thomas in the East people has given them a severe lesson. I dreaded Albion much. 

Liddell at the time was in Kingston sick, or in all probability they would have paid a 

visit seeing they came so far as Tallah. When they got so far they must have discovered 

he was not on the estate. I am living still at Constant Spring although when the news 

first came to us most of the people in the neighbourhood came into town. Constant 

Spring people appear to be loyal and satisfied. Some of Green Valley people I am 

inclined to think joined the rebel party, but only a few. General Jackson abused our 

headman Forbes much, and he still lies wounded. This gentleman did much mischief and in 

a very short time would have raised the vengeance of all the mountains. Mr Small of 

Green Valley deserves much credit as but for his interference Forbes would have met his 

death.  

 

Some of the rebels escaping from Port Antonio came through Cedar Valley top fields and 

over Mt James and Stoney Still. Some of these have been caught. I must say all our 

people have behaved well. Every overseer and bookkeeper has kept to his post. Albion 

people were warned of the approach of the rebels from Lloyds and the headman Simpson 

and bookkeepers took flight into town, but went back to the estate early in the 

morning. Some of our people have turned out to work, but are so frightened and 

intimidated there is little good in them at present. But I wrote to Liddell, better to 

keep them at work and their minds off mischief.  

 

My last letter would give you all that was new agriculturally. Your remarks about 

Smithfield Grassland have been in view for some time ........ (there follow several 

paragraphs giving details of cultivation matters on the estates, not relevant to the 

issue of the rebellion).  

 

We want a more stringent Government here. At present there is no security for life and 

property. Our country must rule us here by the sword and the people in the meantime 

must be kept down. What will English people say of such savagery. I can even go as far 

as cannibalism has been practised. It seems the people are going back to a state of 

barbarism.  

 

- 63 - 

 



 

Many of your letters to G.W.Gordon have been taken along with the other 

documents. I have copy of some of them in my possession relating to the Governorship of 

Jamaica.  

 

I am etc 

 

Wm Jameson."  

 

Notes by HBG:  

(1) The "old man" is presumably a reference to Joseph Gordon, the natural father 

of Geo Gordon by a slave woman, who had business dealings with James Simpson.  

 

(2) Maroons were freed or runaway Spanish Negro slaves who lived in the thickly 

wooded interior parts of the island, and who the rebels mistakenly thought were 

sympathetic to their cause.  
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Appendix 6  

 

Extract from letter to James Carson from his Agent in Jamaica. January 1866  

(PRO: CO 137/410) 

 

Geo.Gordon and our Insurrection. On these heads the criticisms of the radical English journals 

have been anticipated by us to some extent. We were quite prepared for their outbursts of virtuous 

indignation, but like our insurrection, they are premature, and when the whole truth shall have 

reached you, and you are put in possession of all the evidence, then the falsehoods that have got 

into the Journals before referred to have been disproved, and the misstatements made by people who 

ought to know better have been contradicted, the English Government and the English people will 

see what dire necessity compelled Mr Eyre to use the prompt and well devised measures which have 

saved the lives of thousands of our people of every colour. You have heard and read so much of 

this outbreak already that I would fain close a subject that is becoming wearisome I daresay to 

you, but I cannot calmly send the statements of the Press without raising my pen to refute some of 

the calumnies, uttered and written by men holding high positions in the church, and from whom of 

so honourable a calling we ought at least to look for truth and candour. One Revd Gentleman has 

the boldness to assert that Mr Gordon was not a Baptist, and confidently tells this to the public 

when at the same time he didn't know anything about it. Conduct indeed worthy of a clergyman!! To 

show you what foundation there is for such a statement I send you by this post a small book of 

sermons bought by Mr Gordon, as the inscription on the fly-leaf shows, after his public baptism.  

On this therefore I will comment no further, as the book will speak for itself.  

 

Dr Underhill, in a public lecture at Maidstone, has made some extraordinary statements. One here 

may well enquire, was he in Jamaica, that could deliver such a lecture. Is he willingly making 

these statements to mislead his hearers and strengthen the hands of the Baptist Mission. It 

appears certainly to me that he cannot himself think for a moment that what he says has a shadow 

of truth. He says that work is not sufficiently remunerative to make it worth a man's while. Now 

on the subject of remuneration the English people are being deceived. Did time permit I would send 

you a few sheets of a Pay Bill to contradict this. On a Sugar Estate [Ham] drivers in crop time 

make 14/- to 18/- a week, sometimes more, but I speak in bounds Boiling House lands, according to 

quantity of Sugar made at 9[cwt] a Hogshead at 7/6 to 15/- a week. Field Labourers generally work 

by job or task work, 18 chains to 30 for cleaning canes according to description for 1/-. 

Oftentimes they finish this 1/- task at 11 o'clock in the day if they commence early, but they 

always stop when the 1/- task is finished. They have no wish to go over the 1/-. If that 1/- was 

insufficient for their wants, surely when they have a chance they would work for more. It shows 

plainly that able bodied people even at field labour can earn 2/- a day. The Rev Mr Blake tells 

you the poor creatures can barely make 6d a day how near his imagination comes to the above I 

leave to you to judge. He must have made very little use of his time in Jamaica to have collected 

so little fact. In the Coffee Districts the wages are 6/- to 8/- an acre for weeding, that is 

merely hoeing up the grass [worte], 12/- to 20/- an acre pruning coffee trees, other jobs in 

proportion. In Coffee picking season 1/- a bushel is paid for picking Coffee. Often when the crop 

is small they make us pay 1/3 and as high as 2/-, and mother with a couple of little ones will 

often pick 4 or 5 bushels with ease. In stating these things I am putting facts before you, and 

not drawing from the imagination as some of our Reverend friends in England have done. Dr 

Underhill would have the English public believe that the Negroes cannot obtain continuous labour. 

It is possible to conceive any [no?] graver misrepresentation. The best answer to this is, why are 

the planters so eager to obtain coolies and Africans but in order that they may have them to 

labour continually. They willingly bind themselves to give these immigrants constant employment 

because at no time can they rely on native labour. The Rev Dr goes 
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on to say that they work for 6 months at 1/- a day, and get no work for the other six, and this 

reduces the wages to 6d a day. How willingly any gentleman who has an estate on the Island would 

enter into engagement with the people for a term of service you are well aware, but hitherto to 

propose such a thing would be tantamount to proposing slavery. The Negro thinks this an 

encroachment on his freedom and will bind himself to no man. The planter, after spending thousands 

of pounds on cultivating his canes or coffee, has often great difficulty in obtaining labour to 

take in his crop, and frequently suffers much in consequence. I have witnessed in the coffee 

picking season the people having to be enticed with rum and cordials to induce them to pick coffee 

and make 3 or 4 shillings a day. How many thousands of poor people in the so called Happy England 

would be glad to exchange situations with these forsooth unhappy and persecuted people. It is said 

by the same Revd that the wages are not fairly and regularly paid. On this point Dr Underhill will 

forgive me for saying that he is error. With the exception of a few very [needy?] men, who are 

struggling to carry on some cultivation of sugar and coffee in a small way, the wages of  the 

people are paid weekly or bi-weekly regularly , whichever way is customary in the district. 

Foremost among those who never would pay wages honestly earned, and who even in good credit never 

did pay, was the arch hypocrite Geo.Gordon. It is patent to everyone here, and I have heard it 

from the lips of his own labourers, that he would come in the estate in the evening, call the 

people round him, tell them he was come to pay them, which he would do in the morning, but before 

they dispersed for the night he would ask them to join him in prayer and praise. This over and the 

people all gone to their homes, he would get on his horse and gallop off to the next estate on the 

[morain] to repeat the same duplicity. He carried on this game for some time, but it could not 

last. The next thing to be wondered at was that he was successful in duping the people so long. 

There is no doubt whatever about his conduct, no proofs wanting of his knavery, and he was arch 

hypocrite to the last.   In his letter to his wife before his execution he disclaimed all 

knowledge of Bogle, altho a pile of letters of his to Bogle were in evidence against him at his 

trial. He says further that he knew nothing of the rising, when his letter was lying before the 

Court which, horrible to relate, he had penned * (an asterisk at this point directs attention to a 

footnote seemingly written by an official of the Colonial Office) with his own hand the names of 

those in particular who were certainly to fall at the hands of the rebels. The only way that one 

can reconcile in their own minds these strange doings of Gordon is that he was a lunatic. It seems 

impossible to believe that one possessed of his whole faculty of reason could act so diabolically. 

Regarding what has been said about the severity of our penitentiary, it might well be called the 

Castle of Indolence. There is no treadmill, no lash. The fellows always look well and strong. They 

work just as much as they choose. They have no task. Breaking up limestone for burning, making 

bricks and mending the roads is most of their work. One only requires to see them once at work to 

know what strain is put upon their muscles. The amount of work they do is ridiculous. Our 

penitentiary would be a perfect paradise for an English convict, and I believe the inmates are all 

comfortable and happy. At least they look so.  

 

The House of Assembly here have passed a resolution to put the Island in the hands of the 

Home Government, to let them do as seems fittest to Her Majesty. This indeed is a happy end to our 

short but dangerous outbreak, and a consummation of the wish of all well thinking minds.  

 

Under a new state of Government, prosperity will dawn upon us again. Life and property will 

be secure, and capitalists will gain confidence in us. The war of prejudice will be over. We shall 

have more agriculture and less politics, and this once bright but now lushless gem will rise and 

sparkle again.                                                       

 

* This can scarcely be true as we should have heard of it before  
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Appendix 7.  

 

Report of the Royal Commission on Jamaica. 1866. (PRO: CO 137 / 411 ) 

 

"Conclusions.  

 

Upon the subjects proposed for our inquiry we have come to the following conclusions:-  

 

1. That the disturbances in St Thomas in the East had their immediate origin in a planned 

resistance to lawful authority.  

 

2. That the causes leading to the determination to offer that resistance were manifold:-  

(1)That a principal object of the disturbers of order was the obtaining of land free from 

the payment of rent.  

(2)That an additional incentive to the violation of law arose from the want of confidence 

generally felt by the labouring class in the tribunals before which most of the disputes 

affecting their interests were carried for adjudication.  

(3)That some, moreover, were animated by feelings of hostility towards political and 

personal opponents, while not a few contemplated the attainment of their ends by the death 

or expulsion of the white inhabitants of the island.  

 

3. That though the original design for the overthrow of constitutional authority was confined to a 

small portion of the parish of St Thomas in the East, yet, that the disaster spread with singular 

rapidity over an extensive tract of country, and that such was the state of excitement prevailing 

in other parts of the island, that had more than a momentary success been obtained by the 

insurgents, their ultimate overthrow would have been attended with a still more fearful loss of 

life and property.  

 

4. That praise is due to Governor Eyre for the skill, promptitude and vigour which he manifested 

during the early stages of the insurrection, to the exercise of which qualities, its speedy 

termination is in a great degree to be attributed. 

 

5. That the military and naval operations appear to us to have been prompt and judicious.  

 

6. That by the continuance of Martial Law in its full force to the extreme limit of its statutory 

operation, the people were deprived for a longer than necessary period of the great constitutional 

privileges by which the security of life and property is provided for.  

 

Lastly, that the punishments inflicted were excessive:-  

  (1)That the punishment of death was unnecessarily frequent.  

  (2)That the floggings were reckless and at Bath, positively barbarous. 

  (3)That the burning of one thousand houses was wanton and cruel."  

 

Charles Roundell, Secretary.  

Kings House, Spanish Town.      9th April 1866  

 

(Printed for Parliament, June 1866) 
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Appendix 8 

The Times, Saturday, 30 June, 1928, 4e 
 

Lord Terrington Sentenced – Fraud on Client. 

Four Years Penal Servitude. 

 

 Harold James Selbourne, Baron Terrington, whose age was given as 51 years, and who 

was described as being of no occupation, pleaded "Guilty" at the Central Criminal Court 

yesterday to a number of charges of fraudulently converting sums of money belonging to Sir 

Harold James Reckitt and amounting to over £54,000.  He was sentenced to four years' penal 

servitude. 

 He pleaded "Not Guilty" to charges of obtaining £232 and £600 from Mrs. Emeline Mary 

Molyneux and Mr. Herbert Russell Wakefield.  The indictment on which he was charged 

contained 50 counts. 

 Mr. Eustace Fulton and Mr. D. G. Roberts appeared for the prosecution; Mr. Roland 

Oliver, K.C., and Mr. Harold Simmons for Lord Terrington. 

 Mr. Fulton, addressing the Court, said that Lord Terrington was solicitor who had 

practised for many years under the style of Woodhouse and Co. in Clarges Street, W.  Sir Harold 

Reckitt, who had known him all his life, was in the habit of travelling abroad for considerable 

period, and it was his custom, when he went abroad, to give Lord Terrington a very wide power of 

attorney, which gave him in effect complete control of Sir Harold Reckitt's affairs. 

 The first six counts in the indictment related to Lord Terrington's dealing with Sir Harold's 

property so that he might pay to a Mr. Buxton money which he owed him.  In July, 1920, Mr 

Buxton acting as nominee for a group of persons at Hull, lent to Lord Terrington and his 

associates £30,000 on the security of a mortgage on a property at Hull called the White City.  

Early in 1923 Mr. Buxton thought that the security was insufficient, and he therefore called in the 

mortgage and instructed his solicitors to look to Lord Terrington for payment.  Correspondence 

ensued, and sums amounting to £14,000 were paid, but on July 29, 1925, £29,000, the balance of 

the capital was owing.  Mr. Buxton issued a writ for that amount, and on August 3 judgment was 

obtained.  On July 31 Lord Terrington sent to Mr. Buxton's solicitors shares in Reckitt and Co., 

Ltd., with the appropriate transfers, which had been executed under his power of attorney, and he 

instructed them to sell as many of the shares as would raise £5,000.  That was done, and Lord 

Terrington was credited with the sum.  Later a further 2000 shares were sent to Mr. Buxton with 

instructions that they should be sold.  They were sold, and Lord Terrington was credited with 

£9,000.  In March, 1926, further shares and part of the property at Hull were sold and Lord 

Terrington paid the balance remaining due to Mr. Buxton. 

 Two counts related to the misuse of money belonging to Sir Harold Reckitt so that Lord 

Terrington could settle claims by Lady Nunbornholme.  He had been, with Lady Nunbornholme, 

trustee of her daughter's marriage settlement.  Of the money in the settlement £9,000 had been 

lent to him on the security of a house which he had at Margate.  In January, 1926, Lady 

Nunbornholme's solicitors issued a writ calling in the money, and Lord Terrington undertook to 

pay the money into Court.  On March 18 he deposited with his stockbrokers 5,000 shares in 

Reckitt and Co., Ltd., with the appropriate transfers, and he obtained a loan of £10,000 on them.  

Out of that sum he paid £9,000 into Court.  The shares were afterwards sold, the balance of the 

purchase price being used to meet Lord Terrington's obligations on an account with the brokers. 
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"Mrs. Brown's" Account 

 

 Other counts related to his use of Sir Harold Reckitt's property to meet his obligations on 

certain speculative accounts which he had with his stockbrokers.  One account was in the name of 

a "Mrs. Brown", another was in the name of Woodhouse and Co., and a third was in his own 

name.  in April, 1925, "Mrs. Brown's" account was in debt  in the sum of £1,600, and Lord 

Terrington instructed his brokers to sell 1,000 Reckitt shares.  The shares produced £3,658 with 

which "Mrs. Brown's" debt was wiped out, the balance being entered to the credit of Lord 

Terrington with the firm.  In 1925 further shares were sold for £4,087, and the proceeds applied to 

meet debts on "Mrs. Brown's" and Messrs. Woodhouse and Co.'s accounts.  Later similar 

transactions took place. 

 In 1925 Sir Harold Reckitt owned a property known as the Littlegrove Estate and had a 

separate banking account in respect of it.  At the end of 1925 both that account and Sir Harold's 

personal account were considerably overdrawn, and he was about to go to India.  On November 

25 he gave further powers of attorney to Lord Terrington and instructed him to sell 12,500 shares, 

to mortgage the Littlegrove property for £20,000, and to reduce the overdrafts.  On December 17 

Lord Terrington received £20,460 in respect of the mortgage, the cheque being paid into his own 

account.  Out of the money he paid £10,000 into Sir Harold Reckitt's account and £5,000 into the 

Littlegrove account, leaving £5,460 in his own account, which was used for his own purposes.  

 The remaining counts in the indictment related to 15 cheques which Lord Terrington had 

drawn under his power of attorney amounting to some £6,630 which he had paid into his own 

account and used for his own purposes. 

 Lord Terrington was made a bankrupt on July 1, 1926.  At that time he had left the 

country, and he did not come back until May, 1928, when he was returned by the French 

Government under an extradition warrant.  Owing to his absence no statement of affairs had been 

delivered.  Proofs of debt amounting to some £400,000 had, however, been filed.  Sir Harold 

Reckitt had filed a proof of debt for £213,936, a figure which was likely to be increased to about 

£300,000. 

  

Prison Doctor's Evidence 

 

 Dr. Watts, senior medical officer at Brixton Prison, called by Mr. Oliver, said that Lord 

Terrington had been in custody in the prison.  He was suffering from an enlarged heart and very 

grave valvular disease.  The tendency of the disease was to become worse, but in very favourable 

circumstances it would progress very slowly. 

 Mr. Oliver.- Have you formed any opinion about his mentality ? – He has the mental 

characteristics of valvular disease.  He is extremely nervous and any small excitement produces 

on him an undue effect. 

 Is he fit to conduct business ? – I should think that it would be most injurious for him to 

attempt anything which would involve much mental strain. 

 Would you expect his brain to have been affected to some extent for some years ? – I think 

that that could be inferred with practical certainty. 

 Mr. Oliver said that at the time when Lord Terrington received the sums in respect of 

which he had pleaded "Not Guilty" he was quite unfit to transact business and he had never 

known that the money had entered his office,  In these circumstances he felt that he could not 

plead "Guilty" in these cases as that would amount to admitting having robbed poor persons. 

 He (counsel) was not going to seek to minimise the gravity of the offence committed  
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by a solicitor who had misappropriated his client's money.  But as early as 1915 Lord Terrington 

was advised that he was suffering from heart trouble and was quite unfit to serve in the Army.  

That had got worse, and, while ill-health in itself was no excuse for crime, ill- 

health which affected mental capacity might be taken as some mitigation of an offence.  During 

the War Lord Terrington did recruiting and tribunal work without any remuneration, and he was 

rewarded by being decorated with the Order of the British Empire.  That double  

work undoubtedly had a very bad effect on his health. 

 In 1925 and 1926 – the dates covered by the charges made against him – he used to pass 

the day lying down and dealing with such documents as were taken to him.  He had lost heart and 

was not competent to deal with the situation arising from the large figures of insolvency which 

they had heard.  It was not as though he had no hopes of being able to pay back the money in 

respect of which he had been charged.  At the time he had assets which on paper amounted to 

£340,000 or £350,000.  Now they must be taken to be of no great value, but in 1925 and 1926 

Lord Terrington was entitled to regard some large items as of great value.  One was a debt of 

£81,000; another was another debt of £79,000. 

 The suggestion had been widely made that Lord Terrington had run away from his 

troubles and had remained in France.  That was not correct.  In June, 1926, he was advised that his 

health was such that he must go at once to Monte Carlo, and he therefore went.  At that time he 

knew of no process for his detention.  At Monte Carlo he was in the doctor's hands for some 

months.  The London bankruptcy authorities, who thought he was deliberately keeping away, 

appointed an independent doctor to examine him, and that doctor said that he was suffering from 

grave and advanced heart disease, and that there could be no question of his taking the journey to 

England without risking his life.  When he was better he started to return voluntarily, but at 

Boulogne, while in the act of embarking, he was arrested by the French police on an extradition 

warrant and kept in custody for 13 months. 

 Mr. Justice Branson. – What sort of custody was it ? 

 Mr. Oliver. – Except that he was in the hands of the police, I do not know.  I gather that he 

spent practically all his time in the prison hospital, as he has spent his time here since, and as, I 

suppose, he will spend any further time during which he may be ordered to be detained.  His state 

of health is such that he may die at any moment. 

 Counsel added that Lord Terrington had suffered complete social and financial ruin.  He 

would be struck off the Roll of Solicitors.  He had been a Justice of the Peace, and he had ceased 

to be so.  He would lose the decoration he had won in the War.  Above all he was a peer, and, if 

he ever came out of prison, unless he could change his name, he would always be branded with 

his crime.  Those things, coupled with his having already served 15 ½ months' imprisonment, 

amounted to a very heavy punishment. 

 Mr. Justice Branson, in sentencing Lord Terrington, said that he had disgraced an 

honourable profession and had besmirched an honoured name.  If it had not been for his health 

and the fact that he had already been in custody for 15 ½  months he (his Lordship) would have 

had to impose a longer sentence than that which he proposed to pass. Taking all the circumstances 

into consideration he felt that he would not be doing justice if he imposed a sentence of less than 

four years' penal servitude. 

 Permission was granted for Lord Terrington to see his wife. 
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