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Introduction 

 

 This is primarily the story of two men, father and son, of the Bruere family of 

Marlow, Bucks.  Each of them went into the army and saw active service in Europe during 

the wars against France and Spain in the 18th century, and each  later served in the 

governorship of the islands of Bermuda. 

 What is revealed is the absolute loyalty to their king and country in every situation 

they encountered, whether in dealing with enemies or rebels by force of arms, or in seeking to 

execute the instructions of their superiors in the governance of an indifferent population.  

Each of their lives was to be shortened in that service: the father, weakened and dispirited by 

the opposition he faced in administration; the son (and two of his brothers), from wounds 

received in action.  It is not the purpose of this account to question whether the objectives to 

which they worked were proper or reasonable, more to note their selfless dedication to what 

they regarded as an honourable cause.  Some might castigate their actions as misguided, but 

others would admire the honesty of their endeavours.   Those who read this account may, like 

the author, tend towards the latter impression. 
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Part 1 

 

The Brueres of Marlow 

 

 There was a George Bruere in Marlow at around 1700 when he married into the 

family of Sir James Etheredge of Harleyford,  Lord of the Manor of Great Marlow.  Little is 

known about his background except that his father is thought to have come to Britain at about 

the time of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 1685;  from which it can be assumed that 

he was a Protestant and like many such Huguenots a refugee from the Catholicism that was 

reasserting its influence following the accession of King Louis XIV of France.  In all 

probability, therefore, the younger George was born in France. 

 At the time, Sir James Etheredge had acquired much property in Marlow, some 

through his late first wife, the daughter and heiress of Robert Moore of the Parsonage,  and 

more following his subsequent marriage to the widow of Sir William Goulston.  We know 

from various deeds (BCRO: D/CE/M 128, 221, 267) that he owned some four inns and 5 

houses in the High Street, property in Well End, Marlow, and much land in and around the 

town. One house is described as being on the west side of the High Street, near Market 

Square; another near the Vicarage.  In due course, and conceivably as a dowry, much of this 

property passed into the hands of George and Frediswed Bruere, but unfortunately we have 

no indication of where they chose to live in the town; it could have been at the Parsonage, or 

at a house near the bottom of the High Street, but most certainly it would have been 

substantial and a fitting residence for a gentleman.  When Sir James Etheredge sold 

Harleyford in 1718, he and his wife went to live for the next 10 years with George and 

Frediswed Bruere at “ye lower house in Marlow”, wherever that was. 

 George Bruere achieved some eminence while in Marlow, becoming an MP for the 

town between 1710 and 1721, during which time he was introduced to King George I shortly 

after his accession to the throne. It would be reasonable to suppose that he was also known to 

the Prince of Wales, later King George II, who occupied Marlow Place in the 1720s.  As to 

politics,  he shared the same platform as Etheredge, being a fervent royalist and a Tory. 

 From a memorial to his children in All Saints, Marlow, one of whom had attended 

Harrow School and died in 1721, we learn that George Bruere was also a soldier, and it is  
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therefore just possible that he had served under Marlborough at Blenheim in 1704.  As his 

son and grandchildren were also to join the army, military service may well have been 

traditional in the family, which opens the possibility that the earliest known Bruere had 

fought with William of Orange in Ireland.  Indeed, the same memorial bears the Bruere crest, 

described by Langley as a bloody hand, couped at the wrist, issuing from a ducal coronet, and 

holding a battleaxe; all of which suggests a military background, even a royal connection. 

(Fairbairn illustrates a similar crest for a Brewer or Breuer of Kent.)   

 George and Frediswed Bruere had several children, one of whom was baptised  

George James on 5 December 1719 in Marlow, his second name presumably to distinguish 

him from their firstborn son named George in the family tradition but who had died an infant.  

It is about this George James Bruere and his son George Bruere that this monograph is 

mainly about.  The family connection with Marlow evaporates after the death and burial in 

Marlow of George and Frediswed Bruere in the 1740s, and the story moves on towards 

Bermuda. 
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 Ancestry of George James Bruere, of Marlow and Bermuda. 

 

 

James Etheredge    (1)                     =                                                     Mary =   (2)     Alexander Weld    =    (1)  ? 

                        of Waltham Cross 

 

 

                                             1683                                                   1689 

Katherine Moore of the     (1)  =               Sir James Etheredge of     =   (2)     Lady Frediswed Goulston, widow                         George Bruere     =     Mary 

Parsonage, Marlow.                         Harleyford, Marlow.                         of Sir William Goulston                        from France c.1685 

    1664-1686           1657-1730        -1734          

            JP, MP 

 

 

 

 

                          Charles Etheredge     James Etheredge     Morris (Goulston)   Mary (Goulston)    Frediswed (Goulston)         =        George Bruere, JP, MP. 

     1684-1756              1692-1727                 1680-                     1677-1694            1675-1740                                Bur. Marlow 1744 

Bur. Marlow      Bur. Marlow          Bur. Marlow                       

 

 

 

George Bruere         Morris Bruere                 George James Bruere          =         Elizabeth Neale d. of 

   1702-1705           1704-1721              Bapt. Marlow 5 Dec. 1719                Rev.Pendock Neale of 

Bur. Marlow        Bur. Marlow        Governor of Bermuda 1764-1780                 Tollerton, Notts 

                  Died Bda Sept 1780 

 

 

 

         1770 

    Henry Tucker Jr          =             Frances Bruere                         George Bruere                             John Bruere      (Richard)              William       Harriet     8 others 

       1742-1808          Died in England 1813           Wounded at Lexington 1775         Killed at Bunker Hill      Killed under Rodney 

 Council Secretary, Treasurer,                                        Lt. Governor of Bermuda, 1780-1785             1775 

    and President of Bermuda                Died in England Sept 1787 

    

 

  Note: Marlow details from “Genealogical Memoranda Relating to the Family of Etheredge” (1873) in Bucks Co.Ref.Lib., and from the Parish Records of Great Marlow. 

 Bermuda details from H.C.Wilkinson (1950);  Tucker Family Tree in the Tucker House Museum, Bermuda;   Kerr (1936).
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Bruere Monument 

 All Saints, Great Marlow. 

Arms:   Gules, 2 bends wavy or. 

Crest:   A bloody hand couped at the wrist, issuing from a ducal coronet, holding a 

battleaxe. 

Audis vicini fluminis planctum 

Vides et nostras lacrymas lugentes, 

Guttas absterge, causam cognosces 

Moestissimam, Viator. 

 

Hic infra tumulum perbrevi dormiunt Georgii Bruere armigeri, 

Huius municipii comitiis regni senatoris, 

Et Fredisuedae matris amantissimae filioli quatuor, 

Infantes, insontes, beatissimi, 

Talium enim est regnum Dei. 

Quorum capita attingit Morris frater, summae spei juvenis, 

Honesta de Harrow super Montem schola 

Ingenuas artes feliciter edoctus, 

Modestia, virtute et pietate plusquam puerili excultus, 

Et academiae maturus 

Qui parentibus, praeceptoribus, cognatis, omnibusque notis, 

Ingens sui desiderium moriens reliquit. 

Natus Martii 5, 1704. 

Calculi doloribus liberatus est pia morte April 26, 1721. 

 

Effulgeat in servis tuis opus tuum, Domine; 

Gloriaque tua in filiis eorum appareat ! 

________________ 

You hear the lament of the adjacent river, 

You see also our grieving tears, 

Wipe away the tear drops, and learn 

their very sad cause, traveller. 

 

Here in the tomb below for a short time sleep 

the four tiny sons of George Bruere, soldier, 

Burgess of this town in Parliament, 

and of their very loving mother, Frediswed. 

They were childlike, innocent, joyful, 

for of such things is the kingdom of God. 

Next to them lies Morris, their brother, a boy of the greatest promise, 

from the respected school of Harrow on the Hill, 

thoroughly instructed in the noble arts, 

imbued with modesty, virtue and piety beyond his years, 

and ready for higher learning, 

who, in dying, was greatly missed by his parents, teachers, 

relatives and all who knew him. 

Born 5 March 1704, he was freed from the pain of stones 

by a blessed death on 26 April 1721. 

 

May your work shine forth in your servants, Lord; 

And may your glory be apparent in their sons. 
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Part 2 

 

 George James Bruere, the Soldier, 1740-1763 

 

Just as old soldiers like to go over the battles in which they have fought, using suitable 

props to illustrate tactical movements, so George James Bruere liked to recall the rôle he played 

in the Battle of Culloden in 1746.  In his case, according to a grandson, he flourished his walking 

stick with cut and thrust as if it were his sword. 

Like his father before him, Bruere had gone into the army at an early age, around 1740, 

at a time when Britain had strained relations with various European nations. (British forces 

under Marlborough, allied to Dutch, German and Austrian troops, had defeated French and 

Bavarian forces at Blenheim, and Britain had captured Gibraltar from Spain in the War of 

Spanish Succession of 1704-13.  The War of Austrian Succession, 1740-48, pitted Britain, 

Germany and the Netherlands against Austria and France.)  In all probability, therefore, Bruere 

was well seasoned in warfare when the British army under the Duke of Cumberland was recalled  

from the Continent in 1745 to counter the revolutionary activities in Britain of Prince Charles 

Edward Stuart, the Young Pretender, and his army of Highlanders. 

As a lieutenant in Bligh’s Regiment, later renamed the 20th Regiment (1st Lancashire 

Fusiliers), Bruere would have been engaged in the pursuit of the rebel army retreating from 

Derby to Scotland, and would have participated in the relief of Carlisle before progressing via 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen to face the consolidated rebel army in the vicinity of Culloden near 

Inverness on 16 April 1746.  All accounts of the battle there are confused, but they are agreed on 

one point, that the rebels suffered unmitigated slaughter which continued in the  weeks and 

months that followed as the survivors and sympathisers were hunted down; and this  in such a 

merciless fashion that the Duke of Cumberland earned himself the title of “Butcher”. 

When the battle began, the regiment, with Lord George Germain as the newly appointed 

Colonel, was placed in the second of three British lines.  When the Highland clans charged, most 

were halted by ferocious musket fire, but some penetrated to the second line and were then all 

killed on the bayonets of the British contingents, whereupon Bligh’s  regiment was called into 

the front line for the advance. In the whole action, the regiment lost only four men killed; one 

lieutenant and seventeen soldiers were wounded.   Casualties in the whole Royal army amounted 

to 59 dead and 259 wounded: minuscule numbers compared with  
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the estimated 1500 Highlanders who lay dead on the field and a similar number who later died of  

their wounds during retreat. 

In order to root out the rebels, and if possible find the Young Pretender who had fled 

from the scene, Cumberland sent out four raiding parties to sweep the Highlands at the end of 

May.  One was led by Lord George Germain, doubtless assisted by Bruere, who took 500 men to 

scour the country between Fort Augustus and Glenelg.  These raiding parties obtained a 

reputation for brutality and bloodlust, and even loyal Highlanders were not exempt from punitive 

action, as Lord Fortrose pointed out when he protested that Germain’s troops had attacked his 

country of Kintail, beaten up and made prisoners of his tenants who then suffered “their houses 

plundered and burnt to ashes, their wives and daughters ravished, the whole of their cattle 

carried away”; and that “even a little house I had there for my own convenience first rifled and 

then hacked to the ground” (Cumberland’s papers, Royal Archives, Windsor, 16/10).  On his 

return to Fort Augustus from Knoidart with a great herd of confiscated cattle, Lord George 

Germain camped near Achnacarry House by Loch Arkaig unaware that the Prince was hiding 

nearby. 

At the very least, Bruere would have witnessed, even though he may not have been 

instrumental in exacting, the terrible retribution on those who had flouted lawful authority, and 

would have done so while he was responsible to Lord George Germain -  later to become 

Secretary of State for the American Colonies and once again in a position of authority over 

Bruere in Bermuda.  This, then, may provide an explanation of Bruere’s unswerving loyalty to 

his superiors in Britain and of his stubborn opposition to the subversive activities that developed 

on those islands, especially during the American Revolution, as discussed in the next chapter. 

In 1755, George James Bruere was promoted to Captain in the 14th Foot Regiment 

garrisoned  at Gibraltar.  It was here that he remained for most of the Seven Years War against 

France and Spain, 1756-63, but on the ending of hostilities and with a favourable military record 

behind him -  though this had not produced the further promotion he wanted and needed to 

support his wife and 10 children -  he applied at the age of 43 for a colonial appointment and was 

gratified to be sent to Bermuda. 
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 Part 3 

 George James Bruere, Governor of Bermuda 

 

1764-1770 

When George James Bruere arrived to take up his appointment as Governor of Bermuda 

in 1764 he was not impressed with what he found, not least the dilapidated state of the 

Governor’s house which was in great need of repair after numerous hurricanes.  His wife 

Elizabeth must also have been disappointed and have wondered whether it was in a fit condition 

to house her nine children, the tenth having been left in England.  In Gibraltar, where officers in 

the army were well provided for, she would have enjoyed certain limited privileges, but here she 

would have realised that being the wife of a Governor was not a passport to luxury let alone 

comfort, and most likely have seen it as an omen.  Given the conditions, one is put in mind of 

the old Chinese proverb: “He who goes to bed early to save the candle begets twins” ; near the 

truth in their case as the size of the family rose from 10 to 14 while they were in residence. 

Bruere observed that very little agriculture was undertaken, despite fertile soil, because 

such manual work was regarded as undignified when Negro slaves accounted for 50% of the 

population; and islanders seemed to be more concerned with seafaring activities, not all of them 

honourable or conducted with proper regard to the regulations.  While the building of sloops for 

sale in the West Indies or America was the  principal domestic industry, a large proportion of the 

population was involved in trade with these and other offshore centres, marketing salt collected 

from the Turks Islands as their stock in trade, hiring out their boats for carrying goods or 

passengers, or dealing in food bought abroad   The island’s revenue depended largely on taxes 

levied on imports, but as smuggling was widely practised even by the well established 

businesses, the resources available for the building or repair of roads, bridges, civic buildings 

etc., even for the remuneration of officials, were lamentably short. Customs control was 

theoretically exercised from St George’s at the far east end, and it was not difficult for those who 

wished to avoid paying the dues to find alternative landing places at the west end away from the 

prying eyes of officialdom.  Another activity of these experienced mariners was to lay in wait, 

sometimes for months, to plunder shipwrecks on the Caicos Islands. 

As a British Colony, Bermuda had nominally been protected by the Royal Navy from the 

depredations of the French and Spanish, so that Bermudians held an instinctive loyalty to 
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Britain, though their trading ties with America, on which they were mainly dependent for their 

livelihood, made them equally attached to that continent if not moreso. 

The administration of the island lay in the hands of 10 Council members appointed by 

the British Government on the recommendation of the Governor, and with an Assembly of 36 

elected members.  In practice, however, there were too few suitable persons to allow the 

Governor much freedom of choice, and as the Assembly members were often at sea and unable 

to raise a quorum, or chose to absent themselves in order to frustrate business, the inevitable 

result was that power and influence tended to be exercised by a few leading families who were 

primarily more interested in feathering their own commercial nests than in undertaking 

administrative  responsibilities, except where these could be employed to their own advantage.  

One example of this selective involvement was the conduct of the warm- hearted assessors of the 

tax on real estate - levied at the rate of 6% per £100 and allocated to pay the Governor’s salary - 

who took pains to ensure that this burden did not fall too heavily on their friends and neighbours, 

resulting in the Governor’s remuneration falling well into arrears.  

The chief task Bruere had been given by the British Government was to reduce illicit 

trade on the island, and when he began to look into the circumstances he found that the Searcher, 

whose duty it was to inspect ships arriving at the authorised port of entry at St George’s and to 

exact the proper import tax, had been dead for years.  When he appointed a successor there was 

inevitably much opposition to his choice, and when for the convenience of trade he introduced a 

new rule that ships could unload at a harbour at the west end, providing they had first called at St 

George’s for assessment, the scheme was vigorously opposed by all those affected: by the 

merchants in the east who feared they would lose the trade of which they held a virtual 

monopoly, and by the traders in the west who saw it as a measure to tighten control on their 

dubious activities.  The Assembly retaliated by making difficulties over money required to equip 

the troops, and it allowed the Governor’s salary to fall further into arrears.  As Bruere was to 

find out, it was not easy pleasing any of the people most of the time. 

These strained relations between the Governor and the Assembly persisted over the 

years, but unlike American colonists, Bermudians did not object in principle to the Stamp Act or 

to the duties imposed by the British Government on tea.  This was because, as Bruere said in his 

various reports: “Bermudian concurrence in exercises of imperial authority being unquestioned 

in theory (had been) imperfect only in practice”; and again that “local authority is held in scant 

esteem”.  In other words, people went on putting self-interest before principle or duty.  
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1770-1780 

There may have been half a dozen leading families on the island in Bruere’s time, 

distinguished among them being the west-end family of Tuckers (see biographies), and despite 

the lack of support he received from them in executing his perceived duties, cordial relations  

were at first maintained, and these were cemented when Frances, the eldest daughter of  

George and Elizabeth Bruere married Henry Tucker junior in 1770. Shortly following that event, 

Henry Tucker was appointed to the Council where he was called upon to exercise much 

discretion when the Governor came under attack for his policies, and particularly when, as we 

shall see, other Tuckers were implicated in acts of disloyalty. 

All the efforts Bruere made to improve the economy  - he imported ploughs to encourage 

agriculture - and to enforce the regulations were routinely opposed or ignored, and in 1772 the 

Assembly compiled a list of complaints against the Governor, chief of which was that his 

policies discriminated against the less affluent and favoured a select few.  When Bruere reported 

this to the Secretary of State for the Colonies and asked for support, Lord Hillsborough merely 

rebuked Bruere for allowing the differences to become public and gave him no encouragement.  

Bruere’s attempts at maintaining law and order were further hindered when the small garrison on 

the island was withdrawn in 1772, the same year in which citizens threw the Customs Officer off 

a boat he was attempting to assess, and when the cargo and equipment of a shipwreck was 

plundered before the boat could be salvaged.  Bruere continued to report sundry local adversities 

to London, but as most must have seemed trivial to a Government charged with administering 

the nation’s far flung empire so substantially enlarged by the defeat of France in the Seven Years 

War, he received little support or encouragement from that or any other quarter. 

In the hope that by concerted economic action Britain could be induced to change its 

unpopular colonial policy, twelve American colonies established a Continental Congress in 

October 1774 which put an embargo on trade with Great Britain and its colonies, including 

Bermuda and the West Indies.  Inevitably, this development caused consternation in Bermuda 

which very largely depended on trade with the Carolinas for the livelihood and subsistence of 

the islanders, and those concerned with such trade endeavoured to circumvent the boycott by any 

means available.   At this point Bruere was passive, neither supporting nor discouraging such 

actions providing no British law was breached, but he was strongly opposed to the  
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Assembly’s decision to send a delegation to meet Congress and seek exemption from the 

embargo, this to be led by Col. Henry Tucker, father of his son-in-law.  What followed was to 

lead to one of the most significant events in Bermuda’s history, and involve Bruere in a 

humiliating event with tragic overtones. 

In order to improve the delegation’s posture by a demonstration of Bermudian support  

for the American position, the Assembly, much to Bruere’s displeasure, passed an Act in May 

1775 putting an embargo on trade between Bermuda and the West Indies, but this action carried 

little weight with Congress which set a higher price for lifting its own embargo on trade with 

Bermuda.  Through informal contact with members of Congress in Philadelphia, Col. Tucker 

was led to understand that attitudes might change if he could find a way of supplying the 

Americans with the gunpowder they would need to defend themselves should the British army 

pursue the aggression it had begun at Boston in April following the famous “tea-party” and its 

rebellious consequences. In fact, members of the Tucker family living in America had 

previously let it be known that a large quantity of the King’s gunpowder – unprotected since 

1772 - was stored in Bermuda, and thus had laid the ground for the implied trade-off. 

 On his return to Bermuda in July, Col. Tucker reported the facts to a few of his close 

associates and, as food stocks were dwindling alarmingly, they secretly  committed the island to 

abetting the theft of the explosives in return for the lifting of the trade embargo.  Under cover of 

darkness in the night of 14 August 1775, a raiding party from two American ships that lay off-

shore landed near St George’s and was guided to the magazine in the grounds of the Governor’s 

house by the Tuckers and their collaborators, but to the complete ignorance of George Bruere 

who had been manipulated into holding an Assembly meeting that day to distract his attention 

and to provide the members with an alibi.  Once an entrance to the magazine had been effected 

through the roof, the door was opened from the inside and 100 barrels of gunpowder were rolled 

down to the shore, some even being rolled across the lawn of the Governor’s house before being 

taken off to the ships.  By daylight when the theft was discovered the American ships were 

homeward bound . 

 When Bruere was informed next morning he was enraged, moreso when he could find 

no-one willing to give chase or to carry a warning to General Gage in Boston.  Rightly 

suspecting that he had been set up he promptly offered a reward out of his own pocket for  
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information on the culprits.  To present a decent public image, the Assembly similarly offered a 

reward, but of course neither produced any result. Apart from the humiliation of this affront to 

his authority and dignity, George James Bruere also suffered the agony of knowing that the 

gunpowder was destined to be used against the army in which two of his sons served.  Indeed, at 

the time of the theft he knew that his sons had been in action that April, and when he wrote 

shortly afterwards to the Governor of Barbados seeking help from HM Ships in the region, he 

added: “I am in great tribulation fearing I may have lost either one or two sons”.  In fact, his son 

John had been killed at Bunker’s Hill, and his son George severely wounded.   

 

 

At a later date he spoke of his loss when addressing the Assembly on the increasing problem of 

food shortages: 

“……….hostile and unwarrantable proceedings have brought on the horrors of a civil 

war ….. with the loss of many a brave man.  And myself hath been the greatest sufferer 

of any person in these happy islands, by the fall of a dearly beloved son, in the defence of 

and for the continuance of the justly admired and happy constitution of Great Britain, 

with this single consolation, that my boy hath done his duty.” 

 

 By November 1775 the Americans had lifted the embargo on trade with Bermuda and 

organised the delivery of much needed consumables to the island, and one way or another this 

arrangement of trading foodstuffs for ships, salt, cannon and military stores persisted throughout 

the forthcoming revolutionary war, much to the disgust of Bruere who urged that there should be 

no trade with the King’s enemies.  Meanwhile, alerted to the fact that the Americans were being 
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assisted from Bermuda, General Gage in Boston arranged for a frigate to be sent to Bermuda for 

a little gun-boat diplomacy, and Bruere, fearful that a further theft might be attempted from the 

undefended island, arranged for all the remaining cannon, now useless without the gunpowder, 

to be put on board the ship for safer keeping.   

  In July 1776, the Council and Assembly wrote jointly to London, protesting their 

loyalty and complaining that Bermuda was suffering as pig-in-the-middle of a wider dispute, and 

Lord George Germain, who by this time had become the responsible Secretary of State, was half 

inclined to believe them despite Bruere’s despatches which had highlighted the obstructionist 

and disloyal activities of islanders in the main. 

In the coming months the British navy established a blockade of American ports and 

patrolled the waters of Bermuda, making it more difficult for Bermudians to trade effectively, 

but when France entered the war in 1778 these patrols were withdrawn for more active duties. 

 

The islanders were delighted at this development but their pleasure was short-lived when 

they discovered that Germain, having been persuaded by Bruere that the Americans were 

thinking of invading the island, had sent a detachment of over 100 men to form a garrison and 

that the troops with no enemy to fight became employed in helping the collector to suppress 

illicit trade. 

 In days gone past, Bermudians had established a reputation for effective privateering, ie 

arming their boats and commandeering merchant ships operating under French or Spanish  

flags.  But in the present circumstances the leading merchants of Bermuda refused to condone 

any activity which could endanger their trade relations with the Americans, and with the help of 

the Tuckers and George Bascombe, a clever lawyer in St George’s, they set up an association to 

penalize any such initiative, once again to Bruere’s chagrin. 

 Despite the fact that Bruere had occasionally eased the rigid prohibition on trade in order 

to relieve desperate food shortages, the Assembly resumed its attacks on the Governor. In July 

1779, it commissioned Col. Henry Tucker to go to London and plead on its behalf to the 

Colonial Secretary, and prepared a Humble Address to the King which, as on previous 

occasions, protested its loyalty (PRO: CO 37/22): 

“Permit us........to assure your Majesty that we have exerted ourselves to the 

utmost of our abilities in support of your Majesty’s Government of Bermuda......... 

however they may have been represented. 

“Appearances indeed have in some measure militated against us.  Our distance 

from the Mother Country, our want of a Staple, our industry to produce a sufficiency of 
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bread for our support have, with other unavoidable circumstances, altogether conspired 

to establish these appearances.  In consequence of which, pretexts have been framed to 

despoil us of our property, to strip us of our liberty, to insult our persons and exclude us 

from the Rights and Privileges of Englishmen etc., etc.” 

 

But the Government was not persuaded and decided in mid 1780 to strengthen the island’s 

administration by appointing Bruere’s son, George, as lieutenant-governor and by sending other 

proven officials.  But George James Bruere was not to see what impact they had for he died in 

September that year. 

In all his time as Governor, Bruere had exhibited absolute loyalty to the Crown and 

sought total conformity with the edicts of the British Government, even though the policies he 

was required to execute were designed less for the benefit of Bermudians than for the mother 

country and her treasury.  He suffered the incubus of the island’s population who, not 

unnaturally in the difficult circumstances of a small island in the Atlantic, had of necessity to be 

more concerned with the means of survival than with political differences between other and 

larger elements of the British Empire.  George James Bruere has been described as a stubborn 

yet kindly man, and he was demonstrably a family man, yet he went to his grave broken in 

health and spirit by the stresses of office in an unsympathetic environment. Whether he could or 

should have acted differently over 16 years as Governor of Bermuda is moot, yet he shared his 

problems through voluminous reports to his superiors who gave him scant support.   The 

eminent Bermudian historian, H.C.Wilkinson, felt that Trevelyan’s view of  

governors generally fitted George James Bruere to a T: 

“…….a narrow and plodding man is the predestined enemy of those whom it is his 

vocation to govern.  Exactly in proportion as people are keen to detect their rights, and 

formidable to insist on having them, a governor of this type is certain to distrust their 

aims, to disapprove their methods, and bitterly to dislike their turn of character.  In his 

eyes, the rough and ready incidents that accompany the spread of political  

excitement in a young community are so many acts of treason against his office, which 

he is always apt to magnify.  His self-respect is wounded…..and he is sure to treat the 

whole matter as a personal conflict between himself and them….. Such a man, in such a 

state of mind and temper, makes it his duty, and finds it his consolation, to pour out his 

grief and resentments in the correspondence which he carries on with his superiors.” 
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Part Four 

 

George Bruere,  Lieutenant-Governor 

 

 George, the eldest son of George James and Elizabeth Bruere and born about 1741, 

joined the army and served along with his father in the 14th Foot Regiment in the later stages of 

the Seven Years War (1756-1763), but when the war was over he retired on half pay.   In 1769, 

however, George resumed service as a lieutenant in the 18th Foot (Royal Irish) Regiment which  

became part of the army in America under General Thomas Gage, the Commander in Chief, 

based at Boston, Mass.  It was here that the first shots in the American War of Independence 

were fired. 

 Trouble had been brewing for some time when Gage on 19 April 1775 sent a detachment  

to Concord and Lexington to find the arms and provisions that rebels had reportedly been storing 

up and to capture the ringleaders.  Forewarned, the Minutemen, so-called because of their 

readiness to leave their homesteads and come to arms at a moment’s notice, lay in wait and an 

engagement took place. The British were severely harassed and retreated in haste to Boston, 

suffering 273 casualties along the way.  It was at Lexington that George Bruere is supposed to 

have been wounded, but as he was not named by Gage in the list of casualties on that particular 

day (PRO: CO/5/92 fo.140), we must assume that it was during some follow-up engagement in 

the vicinity.  George was invalided back to England, and while stationed at Dover he warned the 

authorities in England of his father’s beleaguered position. 

 By 1776 George had sufficiently recovered his health to be posted to St Augustine in 

Florida as Captain in the 60th Foot (King’s American) Regiment.  It was from there in 1779 that 

2000 men under General Prevost moved north across the Savannah river into South Carolina to 

confront the Americans.  George Bruere was again severely wounded in an action at Beaufort, 

near Charleston, and was given leave to return to England, which he did via Bermuda.  The 

Governor took the opportunity to give his son a letter dated 2 August 1779 addressed to  Lord 

Germain warning him not to believe everything he heard from Col. Henry Tucker about the state 

of affairs in Bermuda.   
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 As previously mentioned, George Bruere was sent out to Bermuda as Lieutenant-

Governor in 1780.  He had the full encouragement of Lord Germain to stop the clandestine trade 

between the island and the rebellious Americans, and being aware from his father of where the 

principal trouble lay he set about his duties with a vigour that stunned the inhabitants, and 

discomfited in particular the clique of officials who had taken advantage of the Governor’s death 

to re-establish themselves in positions of influence. 

 At the first opportunity George Bruere addressed the Assembly, stating emphatically that 

he expected money to be found for a much needed military hospital, and that he wanted the tax 

on the prizes of privateers to be repealed; both points being reluctantly conceded.  He then went 

on to dismiss a number of Council members: one for insanity and others for acting illegally in 

collusion with Assembly members, and to install more effective officials and staff.  A brave and 

resolute start to restoring order to the administration of the island. 

 More intractable, however, was the trade that had grown considerably between Bermuda 

and America during the war, and to an extent far greater than was absolutely necessary just for 

the survival of the inhabitants. Bruere calculated that at least 1000 ships had been sold to the 

Americans since 1775, and it was clear to him that the merchants were prepared to trade with 

anyone and wherever a profit could be made, were they friend, neutral, enemy or rebel alike.  He 

could not fail to notice how the merchants had become wealthy in the process, but by the end of 

1781 he had much reduced the contraband trade in which they were engaged.   He also achieved 

some progress in getting funds allocated for the accommodation of troops and for the repair of 

fortifications, both important in view of the invitation that some disaffected Bermudians had 

extended to the Americans to invade the island. 

 A poignant aspect of his new position was that his mother was required by law to appear 

before him and swear to the accuracy of an inventory of her late husband’s goods, chattels and 

personal estate that amounted to just over £1800 (Berm. Arch. W9 / 411, 427). In fact, some 

years previously George had written to the Admiralty while convalescing in England pointing 

out that his father was in need of financial support as even after 37 years of loyal service his 

wealth amounted to only about £2000, and that four of his children remained to be educated. 

In 1782 a new Governor, William Browne, arrived and on Germain’s instructions began 

a new policy of  conciliating local opinion, despite Germain having applauded  
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Bruere’s methods.  One reason for the change may have been the recognition that on achieving 

its independence America might otherwise obtain control of Bermuda.   The Chief Justice of 

Bermuda, much emboldened, brought a trumped-up charge of trespass in King’s Bench against 

George Bruere and imprisoned him.  Bruere obtained bail and immediately sailed for England 

where he was pursued by the Council and Assembly with an address to the King outlining his 

supposed defects, but to this Bruere replied fully and effectively. 

In June 1784 George Bruere was reappointed Lieutenant-Governor  and C.-in C. of 

 four forts on Bermuda, but his resumption of this appointment was delayed, possibly at the 

instigation of the new Governor and on the sensible advice of Henry Tucker Jr, his brother-in-

law.  In September 1787 George Bruere died in England at the age of 46 without setting foot on 

the island again,  not being the first Bruere to have his life shortened in the service of his king 

and country. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------- 
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Personages 
 
Kings and Queens of England 

William III,   1689-1702 

Anne,           1702-1714 

George I,      1714-1727 

George II,     1727-1760 

George III,   1760-1820 

 

Prime Ministers 

George Grenville, Whig  1763-1765 

Marquess of Rockingham, Whig 1765-1766 

William Pitt the Elder, Whig  1766-1768 

Duke of Grafton, Whig  1768-1770 

Lord North, Tory   1770-1782 

 

Secretaries of State for the American Colonies: 

The Earl of Hillsborough, 1768-1772 

The Earl of Dartmouth,    1772-1775     

Lord George Germain,     1775-1782 

 
Bruere Family of Marlow and Bermuda 

George Bruere (1) 

Thought to be a French Protestant (Huguenot) 

Came to England at about the time of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685) 

Noted to be “of Middle Temple” in 1686 (BCRO), but was not registered as a member. 

 

George Bruere (2) 

Son of George Bruere (1), probably born in France 

Married Frediswed Goulston of Marlow c.1700 (Buried Marlow 2nd May 1740) 

MP for Marlow from 1711 to 1720, part jointly with Etheredge, his wife’s step-father 

Met King George I in 1714 

Described as soldier in children’s memorial in All Saints, Marlow.  Arms suggest he was 

descended from a military duke eg Schomberg or Condé.   May have fought under 

Marlborough at Blenheim (1704) 

Lived in Marlow, possibly at the Parsonage. 

Likely met Prince of Wales, later King George II, living at Marlow Place in 1720s 

Buried Marlow 1st January 1744 

 

George James Bruere (3) 

Son of George and Frediswed Bruere, baptised Marlow 5th December 1719 

Distinguished himself as a soldier at Culloden (1746).  Served under Lord George Germain. 

Married Elizabeth Neale of Tollerton, Notts, in approx 1740. (14 children.  She returned from 

Bermuda to England in widowhood.) 

Captain in 14th Regiment by approx 1755.  Served in Seven Years War (1756-1763) 

Appointed Governor of Bermuda in 1764 

Died  in Bermuda 18th September 1780

George Bruere (4) 

Eldest son of George James and Elizabeth Bruere.  Born approx 1741 
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Joined the army.  Served with the 14th Foot Regiment during the Seven Years War (1756-

1763).  Retired on half pay in 1763 - the year his father applied for a colonial 

appointment.  In 1769 he resumed service as Lieutenant in the 18th Foot and was in 

garrison at Philadelphia in 1772.  In the Spring of 1775 he was with Lt Gen Thomas 

Gage’s army in Boston, Mass., and was seriously wounded near Lexington. Returned 

to England, and then in 1776 he was sent to St.Augustine, Florida, as a Captain in the 

60th Foot (King’s American Regiment).  Wounded again at Beaufort, South Carolina, 

in 1779 and invalided home. 

Appointed Lt.-Governor of Bermuda in 1780 to assist his ailing father, the Governor.  Fled to 

England in September 1782 following the arrival of  William Browne, the next 

Governor. Died in England in September 1787. 

 

Frances Bruere 

Eldest daughter of George James and Elizabeth Bruere 

Married Henry Tucker Jr (see Tucker Family entry) in 1770.  Residence at Henry Tucker 

House (Museum) in Water Street, St George’s, Bermuda. 

Described as “vivacious”.  Produced 12 children: 10 sons and 2 daughters. 

Corresponded warmly with husband’s brothers in America during Revolutionary War. 

Died a widow in England, 1813 

 

John Bruere 

Son of George James and Elizabeth Bruere. 

Like his brother George, who had been wounded at Lexington in April 1775, John Bruere  

was a lieutenant in the 18th Regiment of Foot based at Boston.  On 17 June 1775 he 

took part when some 2500 troops under the command of General Howe advanced to 

attack 1500 American militiamen entrenched behind a strong defensive position 600 

yards long near the top of Breeds Hill (also Bunker’s Hill), Charlestown.  Twice the 

British were forced back having been decimated by accurate musket fire, but Howe 

rallied the men for a third attack, this time by bayonet, on the defenders who were 

themselves running out of ammunition, and the hill was taken.  John Bruere was one 

of the 19 officers killed among the 1054 casualties that day. The history of the 

regiment (Gretton, 1911, p.85) states that the losses among the commissioned ranks 

were "due to the good shooting of picked marksmen who were kept supplied with 

loaded weapons by their neighbours.  These sharp-shooters devoted themselves to 

picking off the officers, whose glittering gorgets not only revealed their rank, but gave 

an excellent target at which to aim”.  When General Gage as C.-in C. made his report 

to London, Lt. John Bruere was listed among the casualties (PRO: CO/5/92 fo. 189). 

 

 

(Richard) Bruere 

Son of George James and Elizabeth Bruere. 

A midshipman in the navy in 1776, subsequently killed when serving under Admiral  

George Rodney. This raises interesting coincidences from a Marlow point of view.  

What we know is that Rodney achieved notable naval victories at Cape St  
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Vincent against the Spanish in 1780, and at Dominique against the French in 1782; 

either of which could have been the occasion on which Richard died, although it 

could have been some other.  If at Dominique, then there is a real possibility that 

Jonathan Hammond of Marlow was also involved and then wounded (see “The 

Hammonds of Western House” p.20).  We also know that both James Nicoll Morris as 

a lieutenant on the Namur, and William Hargood as a lieutenant on the Magnificent, 

were in action at Dominique, and that both subsequently had associations with 

Thames Bank, Marlow (see “The House of Cocks”, Appendix 3). 

 

 

William Bruere 

Son of George James and Elizabeth Bruere 

Employed in East India Company and thereby supported his widowed mother 

 

Harriet Bruere 

Daughter of George James and Elizabeth Bruere 

Married Richard Neale, nephew of her mother, who operated a privateer out of Bermuda and 

evacuated American prisoners of war in 1782.  He wrote defence of George Bruere 

(4) 

 

 

 
Tucker Family of Bermuda 

Col. Henry Tucker (Henry Tucker Sr) 

1713-1787 

Most senior member of a prominent family. 

Four sons and two daughters. 

Lived in Southampton parish, sometimes called Port Royal, Bermuda. 

Chairman of delegation to American Congress seeking trade concessions in 1775. 

Cordial relations with Governor Bruere then abruptly ceased. 

Elected and financed by Assembly in 1779 as agent in England for Bermuda . 

 

Henry Tucker Jr 

1742-1808 

Eldest son of Col. Henry Tucker 

Married Frances, daughter of Governor Bruere, 1770 

Appointed treasurer and councillor by Governor Bruere, 1770 

Acted dutifully and loyally in Bermudian politics. 

Appointed acting secretary and provost marshal by Governor William Browne 

 

Thomas Tudor Tucker 

Son of Col. Henry Tucker 

Physician in Charleston. 

Actively sympathised with the American cause 

Proposed theft by Americans of British gunpowder in Bermuda 
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Nathaniel Tucker 

Son of Col. Henry Tucker 

Joined Thomas Tudor Tucker in Charleston, 1772 

One time clerk to the Council in Bermuda 

Had a literary bent and wrote poems. 

Studied medicine at Edinburgh from 1774, and later practised in Hull 

 

St George Tucker 

Youngest son of Col. Henry Tucker, born 1752 

Studied law in Williamsburg, Virginia 

Openly sympathetic to American cause.  Laid the ground for his father’s negotiations 

to facilitate theft of gunpowder in exchange for consumables from America.  

Implicated in that theft. 

 

Henry Tucker of Somerset 

A distant relative of Col. Henry Tucker 

Agent of Americans 

Implicated in practicalities of theft of gunpowder 

Led anti-privateering association aimed at nullifying George Bruere’s initiatives 

Engaged in contraband trade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 

 

 

 Letter from G.J.Bruere, Governor of Bermuda to Lt.-Gen. Thomas Gage. 

 (Forwarded by Gage to the Earl of Hillsborough, Colonial Secretary) 

 (PRO: CO 5 / 89 fos. 72-76) 

 

Bermuda 

                   9 January 1771 

I think it my duty to make application to General Gage as Commander in Chief of All 

His Majesty’s Forces in America for a Complete Company of Soldiers for the 

Defence and Security of this Government, not only from the different and flying 

reports of our being on the Eve of War, but from the Internal Security likewise, and 

Safety of these islands. 

His Majesty’s Gaol having been broken open last night and a Negro Prisoner under 

sentence of death taken out, his irons forced off, and the Negro conveyed away.  I find 

this application absolutely necessary being amongst a rough uncouth set of people 

who almost bid defiance of the law, for want of proper authority to enforce them. 

Our Fortifications want repairing very much and, I have repeatedly made application 

to the General Assembly for a Supply for that purpose, but they continue to neglect it, 

and have granted no Supplies as yet, for that necessary purpose and I wish Mr 

Montresore could be spared to come and inspect the several fortifications. 

 

 

 

 Letter from the Earl of Hillsborough to General Gage 

 (PRO: CO 5 / 89 fo.77) 

London 

        4 May 1771 

(Extract) 

The request made by Gov. Bruere for a complete Company of Soldiers, for the 

defence and Security of the Bermuda Islands has been fully considered, but as there is 

no longer any Apprehension of War, the King does not at present think such an 

Establishment in those islands to be necessary. 
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 Letter from G.J.Bruere, Governor of Bermuda, to Lt.-Gen. Thomas Gage. 

 (PRO:  CO 5 / 90 fo.122) 

Bermuda 

      5 December 1772 

I think it proper to acquaint General Gage of an indignity offered to Government here.  

And I am under the necessity to repeat my application for a company of soldiers to be 

quartered in these islands for the preservation of His Majesty’s Revenue and the 

assistance of the Customs House Officers. 

The Master and Owners with some of the inhabitants having presumed to 

force on board and to retake from the Customs House Officer a sloop that had been 

properly seized for a breach of the laws of trade, for landing foreign rum and other 

goods etc without Entry at the Customs House.  And have run away with the said 

sloop to sea without any register or Customs House papers.  And did most 

audaciously carry Negroes on board the vessel to assist them in this violation by 

suffering or encouraging the Negroes to strike the White People and forcing the 

Customs House Officer and the few people with him that the Collector had sent to 

take charge of the vessel to quit the said sloop and after they had forced off the 

Customs House Officer run away with the sloop to sea. 

I have to add that even some of the inhabitants refused the Collector’s 

assistance when summoned agreeable to Law. 

And they have not been able to find or secure the goods that it is supposed the 

vessel brought.  And it may be reasonably believed that most of the traders are 

smugglers especially such as frequent Saint Eustacia, Curaçao, St Thomas’, or Santa 

Cruz,  therefore some support to Government is absolutely wanted to prevent such 

irregularities and such other contempt of Government as mentioned in my former 

letter of 9 August 1772.  Otherwise the very few Officers of Government here will not 

be able to perform their duty, more especially as some of the inhabitants have been so 

audacious to refuse the Collector assistance or to obey a lawful summons. 

I have the honour to be etc, etc 

George James Bruere. 

 

Forwarding letter from General Gage to the Earl of Dartmouth, Colonial Secretary. 

 (PRO: CO / 5 / 90 fos. 120-125) 

America 

       3 March 1773 

(Extract)

Having a few years ago received His Majesty’s order to withdraw the Troops from Bermuda, 

I must leave the necessity of replacing them there to the King’s Determination and act therein 

as His Majesty shall hereafter please to direct.  But your Lordship will permit me to take the 

liberty to represent that the measure would at present be inconvenient.  Four battalions have 

been taken from this establishment for the service of the West Indies and at St Augustine, 

from whence it is most convenient with the assistance of His Majesty’s ships stationed at the 
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Bahamas to make detachments either to Bermuda or Bahama Islands, has now only one 

Regiment which has already detached a Company to the Islands of New Providence, and the 

remainder is not more than requisite to do the Duty of the Fort and the Posts dependent. 
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Letter from G.J.Bruere, Governor of Bermuda, to the Earl of Dartmouth, Colonial Secretary. 

 (PRO: CO / 37 / 36 fos. 70-71) 

Despatch No.22          

17 August 1775 

My Lord, 

In the night of the 14th instant August, when almost a sufficient number of Members 

of the Assembly to make an House were come to Town agreeable to adjournment, I had less 

suspicion than before that such a daring and violent attempt would be made on the Powder 

Magazine which in the dead of the night of the 14th of August was broke into on top, just to 

let a man down, and the doors most audaciously forced open, at the great risk of their being 

blown up; they could not force the Powder Room doors without getting into the inside on top. 

They stole and carried off about one hundred barrels of gunpowder, and as they left 

about ten or twelve barrels it may be supposed that those barrels left would not bear 

removing.  It must have taken a considerable number of people and we may suppose 

some Negroes to assist as well as White Persons of consequence.   

On Wednesday the 16th instant (of August) the Legislative Body voted one hundred 

pounds sterling reward to any person or persons that shall make any discovery and legally 

convict any of the perpetrators of this audacious piece of villainy.  And I have offered His 

Majesty’s most gracious pardon to any one person that shall make any discovery of any 

person or persons so that they may be legally convicted of this most heinous crime, and a 

further reward of thirty pounds out of my own purse, all which was immediately offered by 

Proclamation.  And likewise thirty dollars or ten pounds currency I have offered to be paid to 

any Negro or Negroes to inform against any other Negro or Negroes that were aiding and 

assisting so that they may be legally convicted. 

The next morning the 15th instant (of August), one sloop called the Lady Catherine, 

belonging by her register to Virginia, George Ord, Master, bound to Philadelphia, was seen 

under sail, but the Custom House boat could not overtake her.  And likewise a schooner 

called the Charles Town, a Savannah Packet belonging to South Carolina, from South 

Carolina cleared out at Bermuda the 11th August with 2000 sawed stones for Barbados, John 

Turner, Master, and was seen under sail the same day at such a distance off that the Custom 

House boat could not take either of the vessels. 

It may be supposed that neither of the vessels came near the shore to take in the 

powder, if they did carry it away, but it is rather to be imagined that it must have been 

carried out by several boats as both these vessels sailed from a harbour at the West 

End, twenty miles off, of the Magazine. 

I shall despatch these by the very first conveyance I can get, which will be extremely 

difficult as the minds of the people are very much poisoned since they chose 

Delegates, and some people from Carolina, and Philadelphia, have corresponded and 

visited these islands. 

   I have the honour to be, My Lord, 

  Your Lordship’s most obedient Humble Servant,  

 

     George Ja. Bruere 

 

PS. I hope some of His Majesty’s Sloops of War will arrive soon.  I shall contrive allways 

and means to convey intelligence to them of my dismal situation as I have given hints 

to your Lordship before, if all the letters have not been intercepted.  Your Lordship 

will receive some, No.18, by the Little Porgy, Allen Fitzpatrick, Master.
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Letter from G.J.Bruere, Governor of Bermuda, to the Earl of Dartmouth, Colonial Secretary. 

 (PRO: CO / 37 / 36 fos.76-77) 

Despatch No.23           

2 September 1775 

My Lord, 

My former letters will inform your Lordship of the Powder Magazine being broke 

into and most violently and audaciously forced open in the night of 14th August, when most 

of the Gentlemen of the Assembly were come to Town, agreeable to the last Adjournment.  

The above villainous scheme was effected when least expected. 

I have repeatedly represented the necessity of some Soldiers here, or a Sloop of War, 

but never expected that I should have such great cause of complaint as the above 

mentioned most villainous crime hath now shown. 

The Civil Officers of Government out here are very few, and those generally put into 

office without any recommendation from the Governor, and are dispersed in the 

country. 

Many people here practise a most scandalous calling, and that is, by taking their 

vessels yearly and constantly under pretence of going to Turks Islands for salt, they 

go to a place they call the Cacoses, or a bunch of small islands, rocks, or sandy banks, 

and there lie for months upon the watch for ships or vessels of any nation that may 

have the misfortune to be cast on the banks and rocks there, when they themselves by 

constant practice and use to the place are so good pilots as to escape all danger 

themselves. 

The practice must of course make the people and their Negroes that use it most 

ferocious, and accustom their Negroes to plunder and to be public as well as private 

thieves.  And your Lordship must remember how I reported the lead pumps and 

rigging of a fine ship from Ireland cut away and carried off, and the hulk of the ship 

being got off and towed into the harbour is now sold and repairing. If they have no 

success at the Cacoses by that scandalous practice they go to Turks Islands, take in 

some salt and passengers, and return home; and such as do not follow this practice go 

to the West Indies from island to island, searching for freight and visit all the islands 

belonging to foreign powers, such as St Eustacious, Curacao, Santa Cruz, St Thomas’ 

etc. 

Their sloops or brigantines’ crew are generally as follows.  The person that may be 

part owner for a Captain or rather Director, the Mate doing the duty as Captain or 

rather Swearing Master, the rest all Negroes.  Then, in case anything of contraband 

goods is to be taken in or discharged, the Swearing Captain may step aside and the 

Negroes and their leader complete the business.  

And by this practice of employing a number of Negroes, Great Britain loseth the 

nursery of White Sailors, and their mal practices are easily carried on.  Besides, the 

carpenters, masons, blacksmiths and ship carpenters are almost all Negroes, and the 

White People presume to be Gentlemen. 
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I shall likewise recommend to his Majesty once more that it is necessary that there 

should be one Company of Soldiers quartered at the West end of these islands in 

barracks separate from the people, and another Company at the East end, distributed 

in the castle, forts and fortifications here, and likewise the frigates of Navy passing 

and repassing to and from the West Indies to call as opportunity may offer, which 

they may do with the greatest safety if our pilots will look out for their arrival 

properly.  And Sir Richard Bickerton can give your Lordship further information, if 

you please to show him this letter, in respect of situation or navigation to Bermuda. 

My Lord, since Delegates have been chosen here, and the Congress in Philadelphia 

petitioned that they might want provisions notwithstanding that they had at that time 

more than they could consume in six or eight months, it is much to be feared that the 

inhabitants either of Philadelphia or South Carolina might be encouraged to come 

here and take the Powder and leave bread, flour or rice in lieu. 

Since these Delegates have been appointed, at first at the sudden instigation of a few, 

there seem to be very few friends to Government.  And our Sloops may be employed 

against His Majesty’s Troops or good Subjects next; or the cannon taken away. 

I don’t as yet know how I shall get this letter conveyed to your Lordship as they have 

prevented any person from hiring or chartering their vessels to me, either to send to 

Boston or anywhere else. 

I am in very great grief and anxiety my Lord, for the Rebel newspapers, although very 

erroneous and many falsehoods in them, both my sons, very promising youths, are 

said to be killed and I know nothing to the contrary. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

    Your Lordship’s most obedient Humble Servant, 

 

George Ja.Bruere 
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 Statement by Lt.-Governor George Bruere, 17th December 1782. 

 (PRO: CO 37/38 fo.156) 

Charges by Lieutenant Governor Bruere against the Hon. Thomas Jones, President of His 

Majesty’s Council of the Bermuda or Somers Isles, and sometime past Commander in Chief 

in and over the same, the Hon. Thomas Hunt, Jonathan Burch, John Harvey, Henry Tucker, 

John Tudor, and Robert Traile Esquires, Members of His Majesty’s Council of said Isles. 

1st 

That said President and Council (here excepting Robert Traile) in open defiance and violation 

of His Majesty’s 9th Instruction, by virtue of which alone, the devolution of Government was 

vested in said President, did contrary to the most positive and express restriction contained in 

that Instruction, and in direct repugnance to other Royal instructions, passed on the 23rd 

September 1780 three very mischievous Bills particularly one imposing    33/
4  % on prize 

goods and applying the Liquor Tax to paying an Agent (who some time before had been 

president of a number of delegates that addressed the American Congress to deceive 

Government here) instead of the true intent of the Act to the much wanted repairs of the 

Forts, Fortifications and providing Barracks for Veterans sent for their defence, who were 

daily falling victims to their almost destitute situation.  Which 23rd September Bill moreover 

cooperated with a most illegal and wicked association entered into by the Hon. John Harvey 

and Henry Tucker Esqs, the Speaker and three fourths of the Assembly, said agent and many 

others, against privateering themselves and to withdraw all commerce and friendship from 

those who should act otherwise, by which means they hoped effectually to discourage the 

inhabitants and others such useful exertions against the Enemy, fearing the privateers would 

crush the notorious trade and intercourse carried on by many of themselves and others of the 

inhabitants with the Enemy contrary to another Royal Instruction.  The far greater part of this 

charge, the royal instructions, Minutes of Council and Assembly, etc, and reference had to the 

Bills adverted to will demonstrate. 

2nd 

That the aforenamed Jonathan Burch, being Chief Justice, did suffer delays of Justice in 

vexatious suits brought by George Bascombe, Clerk of the delegation and association etc, 

against William Honey, a loyal Subject, returned from his Majesty’s service to his family, 

whereby said Honey was nearly ruined and long prevented from again going to Sea in the 

King’s service or private armed vessels to gain a maintenance for his numerous and 

motherless children.  A copy of William Honey’s affidavit transmitted some time since with a 

dispatch to the Secretary of State’s office is referred to, to shew this in part. (Margin note - 

NB Judge Burch is dead since these charges were laid.) 

3rd 

That said Jonathan Burch did betray the secrets of Council by communicating what passed at 

the Council Board in private notes to the aforementioned Geo. Bascombe. 

4th 

That said Jonathan Burch instigated by revenge, for having been suspended by the Lieutenant 

Governor, did soon after Governor Browne’s arrival in conjunction with Robert Traile, in a 

manner unbecoming Crown Officers, go about soliciting the lowest of the people to petition 

against the said Lieutenant Governor 

5th 

 That said Jonathan Burch, before he was recommissioned as Chief Justice after suspension, 

did soon after the Governor’s arrival, in conjunction with said Geo. Bascombe sign a capias 

against the Lieutenant Governor for official acts, wherein he had acted merely on the part of 

the Crown - by which his Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor was most illegally and 

unprecedently imprisoned and held to exorbitant bail. 
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6th 

That Robert Traile, being Collector of his Majesty’s Customs, having joined the disaffected 

party, did cause a flag of truce, when the Lieutenant Governor was up the Country, to be 

brought from under the Guns of Fort Paget, where all flags were ordered from necessary 

precaution to remain until properly examined, and allowing many suspicious letters and 

persons to come ashore from said flag at the Custom house Wharf to the manifest hurt of the 

service, whereas to effect any Custom house duty the Officer had but to continue on board 

until everything was properly enquired into, and the said Robert Traile afterwards behaved to 

his Majesty’s representative in the most unbecoming and disrespectful manner on various 

occasions, thereby in the most critical time thereby exciting by example and precept a 

disregard of Order and Government. 

7th 

That on complaint of all the military and manifest neglect of duty in Joseph Laborne, 

Searcher at the West End, in permitting rebels from the Enemy to go off after he had parties 

of the troops on board and the said Robert Traile had publicly acknowledged the Searchers  

delinquency, he notwithstanding repeatedly refused to admit Mr Paul Bascome, appointed 

Searcher by the Lieutenant Governor in the room of Laborne he had suspended, to his office, 

until threatened with suspension himself, denying the power to suspend or appoint being in 

the Commander in Chief, a doctrine totally subversive of established rules. 

8th 

That said Robert Traile did unbecoming a Crown Officer and a Man of Honour, affix or 

cause to be affixed, in his own handwriting, a most infamous and scurrilous advertisement 

against the Lieutenant Governor, when embarked on his return to England. 

 

George Bruere 

London 

December 17th 1782. 
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