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Introduction 

 

 The history of the Wyndham family is extensive: no fewer than 38 Wyndhams 

becoming Members of Parliament between 1439 and 1913.  More recently, a John Wyndham 

became  Harold Macmillan's private secretary and confidant, joining him from 1940 at various 

ministries and again when Macmillan was Foreign Secretary and finally Prime Minister, being 

created Lord Egremont in 1963, and inheriting  the title of Lord Leconfield in 1967 with the 

estate of Petworth House in West Sussex.   

 Wadham Wyndham of Beech Lodge, Marlow, was descended from Sir Wadham 

Wyndham of Norrington and St. Edmund's College (which, in a subsequent transmogrification, 

became the offices of Salisbury District Council), who established a line of county families, 

many becoming squires, lawyers, parsons, or soldiers.  Wadham's father, who was a colonel in 

the Coldstream Guards, was left comfortably off after various bequests from relatives; and his 

brother Charles became Keeper of Royal Regalia at the Tower of London after his retirement. 

 Our story opens in 1819 with Wadham Wyndham buying the house he called Beech 

Lodge, next to the Hare and Hounds along the Henley Road at Marlow and at the foot of 

Happy Valley  (as now it is appropriately known because of its vista but so named somewhat 

cynically, it is thought, by soldiers billeted there in Nissen Huts during World War II).  His 

domestic life was not without stress of one sort or another, as will become clear, and financial 

problems loomed large to the point where, at his death in 1849, his debts exceeded his wealth.  

That he was deeply attached to Marlow is nevertheless beyond doubt, for having moved away 

he returned to end his days at the Deanery in St. Peter's Street 

  



Chronology of Events 

 

 

April 1819  Wyndham of Charlotte Street, London, buys Red Pits Lodge 

(later 

 called Beech Lodge) from George Gordon for £2,999. 

October 1828  Wyndham buys adjoining fields in Happy Valley from James  

Deane. 

 November 1830 Wyndham, a magistrate, involved with the Machine Riots. 

 May 1831  Local elections 

 June 1833  Fields in Happy Valley mortgaged to Edward Wyndham 

(brother?) 

August 1835  Purchase of grave at Kensal Green by Wadham Wyndham of 

     24 Dorset Place, Dorset Square, London. 

December 1835 Sale of Beech Lodge, Wyndham having moved to London. 

Simpson of Spinfield a purchaser of goods. 

 March 1841  Census shows Wyndham living at Beech Lodge again, and three 

     children at Prospect House Academy, Marlow 

 March 1843  Tithe survey shows Wyndham as owner of 26 acres in Happy  

Valley 

 July 1845  Wyndham's wife dies at Marlow 

 September 1845 Wadham and Edward Wyndham re-mortgage land in Happy 

Valley  

to Frederick Parker. 

 1847 / 1848  Kelly's Directory shows Frederick Parker at Beech Lodge and 

     Wadham Wyndham at the Deanery, Marlow 

 October 1849  Wadham Wyndham dies at the Deanery 

 November 1849  Land in Happy Valley sold by Wyndham's executors to 

     Frederick Parker 

December 1849 Executors sued for debt by Alfred Batting and others  

  



Wyndham Family Tree 

Sir Wadham Wyndham          =          Barbara Clark 

of Norrington and St Edmund’s, 

Salisbury.     1609-1668 

 

 

    Wadham Wyndham        =        Sarah Hearst 

    4th son.  1662-1736 

 

 

  Henry Wyndham       =     Arundel Penruddock 

of St Edmund’s and Exton, Hants 

    1709-1788 

 

 

Henry Penruddock Wyndham  =  Caroline Hearst      Col. Wadham Wyndham  =  Sarah 

Leander 

of St Edmund’s. MP for Wilts.           of Charlotte Street, London 

        1736-1819          1737-

1812 

 

 

 

Wadham Wyndham          =       Ann Stanley        Charles Wyndham           Edward 

Wyndham 

of Beech Lodge, Marlow               -1845                           -1872 of Charlotte Street 

    1793-1849      (Bur. Kensal Green) 

  (Bur. Marlow)   

Anne  1818-1835 (Kensal Green) 

     Arthur  1819- 

Emma 1821-1837 (Kensal Green) 

George 1822-1829 (Marlow) 

Selina 1823-1824 (Marlow) 

Charles 1824-1829 (Marlow) 

Edward 1826- 

Chandos 1827- 

Penruddock 1829- 

William 1830- 

Alexander 1832- 

Florence 1836- 

Percy         -1838 (Kensal Green) 

Wadham         -1839 (Kensal Green) 

 



Beech Lodge 

 

 A house had stood in a walled garden next to the Hare and Hounds for many years 

before Wadham Wyndham of Charlotte Street, London, acquired it in 1819, shortly after his 

marriage.  In the late 1700s it was known as Redpits Lodge and had been occupied by Mrs 

Catherine Pigou, and latterly by George Gordon.  The purchase price was  £2,999 for the 

house, stables, garden, orchard and yards. 

 Nothing is known about the style of the house as some 50 years later it was demolished 

by Robert Hammond-Chambers who went on to build Beechwood House on the top of the hill 

– itself demolished in the 1950s (see "The Hammonds of Western House").  The only clues to 

its form come from a comparison of rating values in the district; and the Tithe map of 1841 

which shows a sizeable structure on the site.  The gross annual rentals of the following 

properties in Marlow at around this time suggest that Beech Lodge was a very substantial 

house:- 

  Spinfield House, offices, lawn, garden, greenhouse, 

   coach-house and lodge ( i.e. two properties)   £75 

  Beech Lodge        £60 

  Gyldernscroft House, offices, garden and greenhouse  £45 

  Western House, offices, paddock and garden    £35 

  Deanery, house and garden      £25 

 By 1841, when the Tithe map was drawn, Wyndham had also bought various fields 

adjoining Beech Lodge so that his estate in Happy Valley then consisted of some 26 acres, as 

shown in the following sketch based on the map.  He had also acquired 6 acres in the Great 

Common Field.  All this additional land he let to George Wyatt who ran a coach service to 

London from The Horns, Chapel Street, Marlow. (See "GWR – the Marlow Branch" by Karau 

and Turner, page 1, for an account of those services.)  

  



 

  



 Wyndham and the Machine-Breakers 

Simmering discontent among the impoverished labouring classes boiled over across the 

country in the autumn of 1830 as manual workers, resentful that the introduction of labour-

saving machinery was putting them out of work, became more militant,.   In South 

Buckinghamshire, disturbances occurred principally in an area along the line of the River Wye 

from West Wycombe, through Chepping Wycombe and Loudwater to Wooburn, and focussed 

on the several paper mills at which 300 or so paper-makers had by then become unemployed.  

Farms in the region were also affected, though to a lesser extent, the supposed problem here 

being the newly introduced chaff-cutting and threshing machines which could do the work of 

several men, especially during the winter months when work on the land was naturally slack 

and employment at its seasonal lowest. 

Threats by letter to destroy machinery had been received by several mill owners, 

including   Mr Wright at Marlow Mills.   Other employers in Marlow, including Atkinson, 

Wethered, and Lovegrove, also received threats, as did Richard Webb who farmed at Marlow 

Bottom and who subsequently burnt his threshing machine to placate rioters. 

Towards the end of November the Bucks Yeomanry under the command of the Marquis 

of Chandos - who reappears in our story in another chapter - was called upon to assist the civil 

authorities, as were contingents of the military, special constables, and vigilantes, all of whom 

set out to guard property or to arrest those who caused damage.  Wadham Wyndham was a 

local magistrate and consequently concerned with the rapidly deteriorating state of law and 

order in the area.  On Monday 29 November, a mob of  between 50 and 100 people attacked 

mills at Bassetsbury,  Marsh Green, and Loudwater and a number of the rioters were arrested 

Various magistrates, including Wadham Wyndham,  met the next day at the Red Lion 

in High Wycombe and committed 15 men for trial at Aylesbury.  The Bucks Gazette (4 

December 1830) reported that “At 3 o’clock these misguided men, under a strong escort of 

military and police, left Wycombe for Aylesbury gaol, in a break (sic) belonging to Lord 

Carrington and a stage coach........About 10 minutes after their departure an express arrived by 

a different route to say that the prisoners could not be received at Aylesbury gaol as it was 

already overcrowded by the great influx of rioters from other parts of the county..........It is 

supposed that they will be brought back to Wycombe again”. 

When the Wycombe posse with its prisoners arrived in Aylesbury later in the day the 

Petty Sessions were still in progress.  As the Bucks Gazette continued : "During the last case, a 

considerable sensation was excited in the chamber by Mr. W. Wyndham, a magistrate, entering 

and announcing that he had just arrived from Wycombe, having escorted 15 rioters to the gaol 

of this town.  There had been an alarming disturbance at Loudwater, and he expected 50 or 60 

more prisoners would arrive.  Some military had accompanied those he had brought, and he 

escorted them himself, being apprehensive an attempt at rescue might be made on the road.  



Mr. Sheriff said the gaol was so full already, that if the prisoners arrived in the night, it would 

be impossible for him to find accommodation for them. 

At this point it is worth some digression from the account of the proceedings to 

consider Wyndham's role in the affair and what light it throws on his character. First, it must be 

observed that, despite the presence of the military to guard the prisoners on their journey from 

Wycombe to Aylesbury, Wyndham portrayed his presence as that of escort in case they were 

waylaid en route : a somewhat inflated perception of his own capacity to influence the course 

of such an eventuality.  More probably, he had the primary duty of conveying the charges to 

the court in Aylesbury, and found it convenient to travel with the troops for his own protection.   

Secondly, his dramatic arrival at the court in Aylesbury seems to have had all the qualities of a  

theatrical performance, with a large measure of exaggeration added in as there was no apparent 

foundation for his claim that more prisoners were on their way from Wycombe.  Where he did 

succeed, as he may have intended, was in raising the level of alarm locally at the spread of 

disturbances ; and this to an extent that led the magistrates to sign a requisition that Major 

Ramsey should remain in Aylesbury until the forthcoming borough election "in order that he 

might, if necessary, render his assistance in the repression of any tumult that might arise".   

 Revulsion at the disturbances, while generally felt, was tempered by widespread 

sympathy for the rioters whose grievances were understood.  The law, too, was regarded as 

being unduly harsh on those convicted of assaults of the type experienced, and numerous pleas 

for mercy and testimonials of previous good character were received, even from mill-owners 

themselves, in mitigation of the mandatory death sentence. At the Special Assize held in 

Aylesbury from 10 January 1831, even the Judge wept at the sentences he was required to pass, 

but those brought from Wycombe by Wyndham escaped the ultimate penalty through having 

their sentences commuted, as follows:- 

Charged on the oaths of Zachary Allnutt and others with having on the 29th 

November last, at the Parish of Chepping Wycombe, riotously and tumultuously 

assembled together to the disturbance of the public peace, and unlawfully and with 

force demolished, pulled down, and destroyed the paper-machine of the said Zachary 

Allnutt (Marsh Green). 

 

    Stephen Atkins (age 27) Death, commuted to 7 years transportation 

    Robert Carey (age 25)   Ditto 

    William Butler (age 51)   Ditto 

    Moses Holt (age 21)    Ditto 

    John Butler (age 21)    Ditto 

    Henry Stratford (age 44) Death, commuted to 1 year imprisonment 

    John Dafter (age 51)    Ditto 

 



Charged on the oath of Richard Hailey (Special Constable) and others, with 

 having on  the 29th November last, with divers other persons, riotously and 

tumultuously  

 assembled together to the disturbance of the public peace, and unlawfully and with force  

 demolished, pulled down, and destroyed the mills and machines for making paper, used  

 in the mills of John Hay (Wycombe Marsh), of John and Joseph Lane (Ash Mill), and of  

 William Robert Davis (Snakely Mill, Loudwater), at the Parish of Chepping Wycombe. 

 

                    Joseph Briant (age 23) Death, commuted to 7 years transportation  

  John Walduck (age 21)   Ditto 

  John Moody (age 26)    Ditto 

   William Smith (age 30) Death, commuted to 1 year imprisonment 

William Shrimpton (age 63) Death, commuted to 2 years imprisonment, hard 

labour 

  William Moody (age 22) Death, commuted to 1 year imprisonment 

  W.Bowry   Acquitted  

 J.Simms    Acquitted 

 

  Note:  Of the eight sentenced to transportation, one died before and another 

   died after arrival in Tasmania.  The six others were all pardoned on 3 

  February 1836, but some never returned to England. 

 

 We can ask ourselves whether Wadham Wyndham was pleased with the role that he 

played in the affair and it would be hard to conclude on the evidence that he was other than 

self-satisfied. Doubtless, too, the various mill owners and other employers were gratified at the 

result, being relieved that a calm had again settled on the community ;  but it would be 

reasonable to suppose that a high level of discontent remained among the labouring classes, 

and that a state of unease persisted in the district, even at Beech Lodge in Happy Valley.  



Passion and Politics 

Doubtless Wadham Wyndham took an interest in local politics during his residence in 

Marlow, and that he would have noted in particular the interplay between the leading 

protagonists for the favour of representing the borough of Great Marlow in Parliament : 

especially between the Williams family at Temple who stood on Tory principles, and the 

Claytons at Harleyford who held to Whig beliefs.  In their book on "Great Marlow, Parish and 

People in the 19th Century", Marten have outlined the main political issues that exercised the 

minds of the local electorate in the period, and a broad analysis of  political activities in the 

county can be found in "Political Change and Continuity, 1760-1885, a Buckinghamshire 

Study" by Richard Davis.  What is of particular interest in the present context, however, is the 

fact that Wyndham's wife, Ann, seems unusually in that day and age to have been an active 

political animal, and to have played a role in the General Election process of 1831.  A possible 

explanation of her predilection is that she may have been related to the renowned Stanley 

family, headed by the Earls of Derby,  which spawned numerous Members of Parliament. 

The national scene at the time was a troubled one.  Strong opinions were held on a 

variety of issues : the emancipation of Catholics; the abolition of slavery; the Corn Laws; and, 

particularly in Bucks, the use of power to influence policy by patronage, known as 

"boroughmongering".     As we have seen, the distress caused by unemployment, low wages, 

and high food prices led to riots at the end of 1830, but when the new Whig government under 

Lord Grey introduced a Bill to reform the voting system and parliamentary representation, 

many saw this as the means by which the under-privileged could achieve their ends.  A general 

election was called for May 1831 at which reform was to be the main issue. 

Ann Wyndham appears to have been something akin to a political agent for the Marquis 

of Chandos who, with his father, the 1st Duke of Buckingham, sought to maintain the family 

influence over political affairs in the county ; and if not appointed officially as his agent, she at 

least canvassed South Bucks on his behalf.  

Chandos was an astute political performer, backing a number of causes and thereby 

earning himself the pseudonym of "The Farmer's Friend".  However, he had voted against 

Catholic emancipation; against repeal of the Corn Laws; against a measure of parliamentary 

reform; and his family owned slaves on their sugar plantations in Jamaica, all of which cast 

him in a conservative mould and in conflict with much popular opinion.  Chandos was one of 

three candidates for the two county seats, the others being John Smith, the brother of Lord 

Carrington, and Pascoe Grenfell, both ardent supporters of the Reform Bill.   This was to be the 



first contested election of county members in Bucks for 47 years.  In calling upon electors to 

support Smith and Grenfell rather than Chandos, the Bucks Gazette of 30 April said:- 

   "Freeholders of Bucks, remember that you are now called upon to 

determine, as far as in you lies, the one great question, and that only – Will 

you, or will you not, have your Commons house reformed by the bid of the 

present administration ?  Therefore it is of vital importance that you discard 

the general term "Reformer", which allows of shuffling and trickery on the part 

of those who can have recourse to such mean acts, and that you adopt instead 

the test of – Have you supported, or will you support the Ministerial Bill. This 

point disposed of then, we recur to the candidates, and it appears that there is 

one against the bill; and that there are two for it.  We once again put it to you, 

whom will you return ? 

  "Freeholders, many of you are doubtless, personally attached to the 

Lord Chandos – he is affable and condescending – generous, we believe, - and 

humane ; in private life he is irreproachable, in public he is accessible ; he is, 

too, a Marquis ; and will, in all human probability, be one day the Duke of 

Buckingham – to be flattered by the notice of such a personage may go a great 

way in inspiring towards him feelings of personal respect and esteem : but 

then, Freeholders, whether you shall so respect and esteem this noble Marquis 

is not the question your Sovereign, to whom you owe your first allegiance, and 

your Country, to whom you owe your warmest attachment, now propound to 

you.............." 

 

Not content with giving positive encouragement to Chandos' opponents, the paper 

went on to report that "The effigy of the Marquis of Chandos was last night carried round the 

town of Aylesbury, by the populace, and at last thrown into a ditch in the New Road, just 

below the Chandos Arms, the crowd shouting in exultation."   

 

On 5th May the Marquis of Chandos attended the hustings in Aylesbury and delivered 

an address, which the Bucks Gazette of 7 May reported :- 

  "At an early hour this morning, electors began to flow into the town 

from all quarters, and by all sorts of conveyances.  The town was not, however, 

by any means so full as it was on the occasion of the last election for the 



county.   The party accompanying the Marquis of Chandos was not so 

numerous by, we should say, one fourth ; not, perhaps, that the falling off was 

so considerable in the number of freeholders, but there had not been provided 

on this occasion 800 men armed with staves, and desired to take possession of 

the County Hall.  It was probably thought that such a presence on an occasion 

when there was to be a contest, might endanger the return.  .......................... 

 "Sir John Dashwood King, Bart., after an eulogy on the public and 

private virtues of the Marquis of Chandos , proposed his lordship as a fit and 

proper person to represent the county of Buckingham in Parliament. 

.................. 

 "Mr. Tipper asked the Marquis of Chandos whether he had not, at the 

last election, employed 800 stavemen to overawe the electors, and prevent them 

from polling or coming to the place of election ?  Secondly, he wished to know 

to what kind of reform the noble Marquis was favourable ; and also whether he 

was favourable to the abolition of slavery ? 

 "The Marquis of Chandos rose, and the scene of  confusion and tumult 

which ensued was of the most extraordinary description.  His lordship's friends 

were full of ardour to greet him, and obtain a hearing ; on the other hand, the 

friends of Messrs. Grenfell and Smith expressed their feelings of  dislike by 

hissing and shouting the popular cries of "Reform" and "No slavery" etc.  After 

the conflict had raged for some time, his lordship proceeded, his speech being 

frequently interrupted for considerable periods.  He denied having employed 

stavemen, as stated, at the last election.  He professed himself a friend to 

moderate and constitutional reform (a freeholder: "Ay, but where is your term 

of reform?  We should like to know it.")   The difference between him and his 

opponents consisted in degree rather than in principle.  He would not be put 

down by popular clamour ; he would follow the dictates of his conscience, and 

as an honest Englishman, endeavour to promote the good of his country.  He 

was in favour of extending the elective franchise to large and populous towns, 

and disfranchising those boroughs that should be proved to be corrupt.  He 

approved of many points in the reform bill , and had no doubt that, on the re-

assembling of parliament a bill might be framed as would meet the 

approbation of constitutional reformers, of whom he was one.  A violent 



clamour had been raised against him on the subject of the slave question, but 

most ungroundedly, for he told the electors, as an honest man, that he was for 

the abolition of slavery.  He asserted that the charge against him of being a 

friend of slavery was false and diabolical.  He equally disposed to do his duty 

to both blacks and whites.  This was not his first time of standing for the 

county;   and it was his pride to think he lived in a county where his private 

and public character was well known, and, he trusted, untarnished in the 

opinion of the electors.  He had never for place, pension, or reward, sacrificed 

the public interest, or deserted his duty to his King and country, and he never 

would.  Ambition was not his object ; he preferred living as a country 

gentleman, determined to support the agricultural and general interests of the 

country, without hope of profit or emolument from His Majesty's government.  

He well knew how extensively party feeling prevailed, but, for his part, he was 

resolved to stand or fall by the principles of the constitution, without reference 

to factions or parties.  He had nailed his colours to the mast, and, as he before 

said, would stand or fall by his principles." 

 

 In the event, Chandos and Smith were elected, and the Bucks Gazette was beside itself 

in its condemnation of the reformists for not securing both seats, stating on 14 May that they 

had neglected to coordinate their tactics and to form District committees which would have 

provided the funds to bring voters to the poll.  It is thought, in contrast, that Chandos spent 

£10,000 on the elections in 1830-32, some 10% of which was raised by subscriptions. 

 On 28 April, Ann Wyndham had written to Chandos about the soundings she had 

taken as to the voting intentions of some of her contacts.  She spoke of some withholding 

their support ; that the Williams family were using her house as committee rooms; that more 

money was needed; and that Chandos should remember to write to Col. Higginson in Upper 

Wimpole Street, London, and to others at Eton, Stoke Park, and Colnbrook.  She also spoke 

of preparations for a party, presumably one to celebrate the expected victory, and of her 

willingness to forgo a place if numbers were too great.  There was nothing in her letter to 

suggest that she was directly involved in the Marlow election process in which Col. William 

Clayton lost out to Owen Williams and T. P. Williams for the two seats available to the 

borough of Great Marlow, though her sympathies were obviously with the winners.  That she 

had anything to do with the machinations described in the attached report in the Windsor and 



Eton Express is entirely conjectural, but she would have claimed that the report was biased, it 

most certainly being contributed by William Francis, the Whig sympathiser and discredited 

headmaster of Borlase School. 

 That same letter from Ann Wyndham to Chandos was to have personal as well as 

political consequences as she addressed him as "My dearest love" and went on to say, "I have 

not written to you, knowing how worried and angry you are, even should I send but my 

business.   I must for the present try and forget I am writing to my idolized Chandos and 

confine myself to one subject".  The inference was clear : Ann had become emotionally 

attached to Chandos, and a hazardous liaison existed between them, all of which was exposed 

when the letter fell into the hands of the Duchess.  She, quite naturally, was upset, this not 

being the first indication that she had an unfaithful husband, and she inscribed the letter with 

the words, "Such is the letter what fell into my hands on the day of the election 1831.  Can I 

suffer this insult in my husband?  For my children's sake I have borne much". 

 It seems doubtful that the discovery made much immediate difference to the 

relationship between Ann Wyndham and Chandos for it was not until two years later, on 11 

December 1833, that he felt called upon to write to his wife saying : "In order that your mind 

may be perfectly at ease as to the individual in Marlow, I have promised most faithfully, 

never directly or indirectly, to see, speak to, or have the slightest communication with that 

person ; and I most strongly declare before the Almighty, that I have kept that promise 

sacred, and that never will it be forfeited by me, so help me God". 

 Perhaps the circumstances contributed to the Wyndhams' decision to leave Marlow in 

1835, although financial constraints may equally well have been a cause. 

  



 

Marquis of Chandos 



 

Extract from the Windsor and Eton Express, April 30, 1831. 

DOINGS AT GREAT MARLOW 

A BOROUGHMONGERING EXPEDIENT 

 A trick, rarely equalled, and we believe never surpassed for audacity, in the records of 

electioneering stratagem, was attempted to be played off upon the electors of Great Marlow, on 

Monday last.  On account of the misconduct of the old constables of that town, they were 

removed from office by the Court Leet, held for that parish and manor, on Easter Monday last, 

and their places supplied by more intelligent and respectable individuals.  Notwithstanding that 

they had been appointed to office by that very Court,  on their dismissal they began to deny the 

authority thereof, and encouraged by a clerical Magistrate, whose baneful influence in the 

neighbourhood is a subject of general complaint, attempted to retain office in defiance of it.  

On Monday last, one of these ex-constables set out for Aylesbury, in order to obtain the Precept 

from the Under Sheriff, for proclaiming the Election for the Borough.  This Precept, that 

gentleman, with a punctual attention to the duties of his office, for which he is remarkable, had 

in the interim sent by an especial messenger, who reached Marlow by eleven o'clock in the 

forenoon of that day, and enquired of Mr. Westbrook, of the Crown Inn, for the returning 

Officer for the Borough.  Mr. W. instantly sent for Boulter, the old constable, and he received 

the Precept, and gave a receipt for it, instead of apprising the messenger that he was no longer 

in office !  By Boulter, the Precept was taken to Mr. J. S. Wright, the Magistrate's Clerk, and 

Agent for the anti-reforming Members of the Borough !  These intelligent seers took due time 

to deliberate on what was best to be done with it, and between five and six o'clock in the 

evening, began to proclaim the Election for the following Friday, in defiance of the law, which 

directs such Proclamation to be made between the hours of eight a.m. and four p.m. 

 The new constables, on hearing of this unprecedented conduct, instantly demanded their 

authority for this proceeding, as did many of the electors. They refused however to afford the 

inhabitants any explanation.  A crowd assembled round them, and considerable confusion 

ensued.  Boulter, however, by the aid of his friend, Westbrook, escaped into the Crown, and 

thence by a back way made his retreat.  Wright, with some difficulty, got away by another 

route.  The Electors now saw the necessity of taking the affair into their own hands.  

Messengers were dispatched to the Under Sheriff, at Aylesbury, informing him of what had 

taken place, and that gentleman arrived early next morning ; demanded his Precept and 

remonstrated with the guilty parties upon the illegality of their proceedings, and pointed out the 

consequences likely to result from the contempt they had shewn to the authority of the Great 

Seal of England.  Still did Wright (the Magistrate's Clerk) refuse to restore the Precept ! – and 

it was not before he had gone to Temple to consult his patrons upon the subject, and after the 

Sheriff had threatened to issue another Precept, that he thought proper to give it up.  At length 

he complied, and the new constables, in presence of the Sheriff and a numerous concourse of 

the inhabitants, proceeded to proclaim the Election about three o'clock in the afternoon, to 

commence on Wednesday the 4th of May next.  Proceedings will be immediately instituted 

against the offending parties, and we anticipate the satisfaction of seeing them in the course of 

a few months grinning through the bars of a strong house near Fleet Street. 

 Colonel Clayton has completed his canvass of the Borough, with every prospect of 

success.  His opponents are again driven to their old clandestine expedient of nocturnal visits, 

and the town is constantly beset with ruffians in their interest, of the most desperate and 

despicable description. 



 The opinion of a clerical magistrate for Buckinghamshire, that the appointment of 

standing Overseers must necessarily be upon a stamp, has been very industriously circulated, 

but for what purpose we cannot surmise ; we refer persons interested in this subject to the 

Select Vestry Act ; they will there see that the Rev. Doctor's opinion is very erroneous, and 

such appointments require no stamp whatever. 

 The doctrine of another Rev. Neighbour of the same gentleman respecting the 

appointment of Constables, is still more unpardonably incorrect, inasmuch as no person ought 

to pretend to administer justice to others, who has not formed some little acquaintance with 

Blackstone, Burn, Gifford, or such other writers as have treated on the subject of legislation ; 

and had he done so, he must have known that the Court of Quarter Sessions appoints 

Constables only where the Manor Lord's Court Leet neglects to do so.............................. 

 A disorder which the inhabitants term the "Sacra Auri Fames" seems to have seized the 

Vicar of Great Marlow and his Churchwarden, about twelve months ago they took the Spire 

and Clock from the Church, and left the whole fabric in a very deplorable state, at a heavy 

expense to the Rate payers generally, and rendered a very unsatisfactory account of the manner 

in which the old materials had been disposed of.  They have since twice applied to a vestry to 

grant them a Church Rate, which has often been refused, the Parish Churchwarden conceiving, 

that as there are Funds arising from Charities to a considerable amount, applicable to Church 

purposes, it is not necessary to tax the inhabitants with an unnecessary impost on the eve of an 

Election.  In fact they look with very jealous eyes upon every act of these money-craving 

Worthies, under the circumstances whereby the Church has been deteriorated. 

  



Extract from The Bucks Herald, 5 December, 1835. 

 

BEECH LODGE  

GREAT MARLOW 

______ 

ELEGANT AND VALUABLE FURNITURE 
Noble Pier and Chimney Glasses, 

A Small and Select Library of Books, 

A Variety of Beautiful Shells, 

Rich Cut Glass, China, and various other Effects the 

entire property of WADHAM WYNDHAM, Esq., who is 

removed to London. 

For Sale by Auction, by  

Messrs. Rolls, 

On MONDAY, TUESDAY, AND WEDNESDAY, 

the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd day of DECEMBER, 1835, 

Punctually at Eleven o'Clock. 

 

The furniture in the various bed rooms comprises handsome mahogany four post, 

French, tent, and other bedsteads, with rich chintz furnitures, excellent goose feather beds, hair 

and wool mattresses and bedding, capital Spanish mahogany ladies' winged and other 

wardrobes, chests of drawers, cheval and dressing glasses, tray, top tables with marble tops, 

and other appropriate furniture. 

 The drawing room, which was furnished by Gillows, in a style of simple elegance, 

includes a very capital crimson and drab Brussells carpet, 26ft by 20, noble pier and chimney 

glasses in elegant gilt frames, rich blue damask window curtains with deep gilt cornice, 

ornamented with raffle and vine leaf, 10 solid rose wood chairs, sofa, chaise lounge, sultana 

and ottoman covered with rich embroidered blue satin en suite chiffioneers, with plate glass 

door and looking glass back, rose wood and inlaid satin wood card, sofa, bed, and reading 

tables, Canterbury what not, elegant suspended ormolu chandelier with four burners, etc. 

 The dining room and library consist of Brussells carpet and hearth rugs, scarlet maroon 

window curtains, trimmed with handsome crimson and gold fringe, and deep gilt cornice 

handsome chimney glasses, set of mahogany dining tables, 10ft by 1ft 10ins, ten and two elbow 

mahogany chairs, excellent 7ft mahogany pedestal sideboard, mahogany pembroke, library, 

and other tables, bronze and gilt bracket lamps, etc. 

 The small and select library of books embraces history, travels, lives, novels, plays etc., 

by the most approved authors. 

 A variety of beautiful shells, rich cut glass, elegant China, kitchen and laundry 

requisites, including an oak mangle, garden implements, and numerous other effects, which 

may be viewed on Friday and Saturday preceding the sale, between the hours of  10 and 1 

o'clock, and catalogues priced 6d, without which no person can be admitted, may be had at 

Messrs. Cornladen, Reading; Hickman and Stapleton, Henley; Mr. Oxley, Windsor; Mr. Tagg, 

Maidenhead; Mr. King, Wycombe; Mr. Barton, Great Missenden; and of Messrs. ROLLS, 

Great Marlow, Bucks.   

 The auctioneers beg to request an early attendance on the days of sale, and to observe 

that every lot mentioned is the genuine property of Mr. Wyndham. 

 The Desirable Family Residence, with 37 acres of land, to be Let or Sold, with 

immediate possession. 

  



Debts and Duty 

 

 When Wadham Wyndham died in 1849 the executors of his will were instructed to sell 

all his possessions, pay off any debts, and divide the residue among four of his children, 

namely the minors Chandos, Penruddock, Alexander and Florence.  An auction was duly 

arranged for 29 November, and shortly following the executors were sued by Alfred Batting 

(described in the 1851 census as a brazier and tin-man of West Street, and seemingly the 

founder of Battings the hardware shop which existed on the site now occupied by Waitrose) 

and others for the non-recovery of debts due to them. 

 From the attached advertisements it is clear that Wadham's possessions included the 

Deanery and its contents in St Peter's Street; land associated with Beech Lodge in Happy 

Valley; and land in the Lower Common Field, sufficient it may be thought to realise enough to 

pay off minor debts.  The probability is, however, that  property had been heavily mortgaged 

and the amount of money remaining must have been less than that needed to pay other 

unsecured debts.  The Marlow traders therefore made a claim on the sale of the fields in Happy 

Valley.  

 The circumstances of the sale were subjected to review by the Court of Chancery, 

which noted in a report dated  3 May 1850 (BCRO: BAS Deeds Marlow 8) that the fields 

known as Home Close, Hither Field, Further Field and Chambers Dean had been bought for 

£1450 at the auction by Frederick Parker then living at Beech Lodge, but that against this sum 

due from Parker had to be set the £1000 plus interest due to him on the mortgage of the land by 

Wyndham in September 1845.  The conclusion, therefore, was that only some £300 was 

available for distribution to the children or the creditors of Wadham Wyndham.  Which of them 

derived benefit accordingly has not been ascertained, but it is clear that one or the other would 

be disappointed at the result. 

 How the surviving children then managed is not known, except that Alexander 

emigrated to Australia to join Wyndham relatives who had much to do with the development of 

the wine industry in that country. 

  



Extract from The Bucks Herald – Windsor and Eton Journal, 3 November, 1849. 

 

THE DEANERY, GREAT MARLOW 

_______________ 

 

EXCELLENT FURNITURE, Pictures, Plate, Linen, Wine, Books, Phaeton, Horse 

 and Harness etc. 

 

 Mr.Leifchild has received instructions from the Executors of Wadham Wyndham, Esq., 

deceased, to SELL by AUCTION, at his late residence, The DEANERY, St Peter's Street, on 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, at Eleven for Twelve precisely, the whole of the valuable 

FURNITURE and EFFECTS; including mahogany four-post and tent bedsteads, and excellent 

bedding; mahogany and japanned wardrobes and toilet tables, marble-top dressing stands, 

chimney and dressing glasses, chamber chairs and carpets, handsome Brussels carpets and 

hearthrugs, drawing-room furniture in rosewood and yellow damask, marqueterie tables, fine 

oil paintings and prints in rich carved gilt frames, some rare old china, mahogany dining-table 

and chairs, dinner wagon, library table and lounging chairs, mahogany book-shelves, valuable 

manchineel Indian book-case, richly carved marqueterie cabinet, iron safe, chest of King's 

pattern plate and plated articles; a select library of 600 vols. of the best standard works in 

elegant bindings; exquisite carving in ivory, the Crucifixion, in antique carved oak case; Indian 

curiosities, marbles and bronzes, a valuable stock of fishing tackle, excellent table and bed 

linen, a few dozen of very choice brown and gold sherry, Lavel's Port and Claret, Champagne 

and Bucellas, three dozen of foreign liqueurs, etc; richly cut glass and handsome china in the 

usual services, excellent kitchen requisites, a capital single-horse phaeton, with turnover seat; a 

useful bay mare and set of silver-mounted harness, saddle, and bridles; carpenters' tools, oils 

and colours, capital boat, with sail and fittings complete, firewood, manure, etc. 

 These valuable effects may be viewed on the day preceding and on the morning of Sale.  

Catalogues may be had at the Crown Inn, and Cannon's Library, Marlow; Bear, Maidenhead; 

Red Lion, Henley and Wycombe; and at Mr. Leifchild's Offices, 62, Moorgate Street, London. 

  



Extracts from The Bucks Herald – Windsor and Eton Journal, 3 November, 1849. 

 

GREAT MARLOW 
____________ 

 

THE DEANERY, a Gentlemanly Residence on a compact scale, with excellent Garden and 

Orchard, and 32 Acres of very productive accommodation Land. 

 

 MR. LEIFCHILD has received instructions from the Trustees and Executors of 

Wadham Wyndham Esq., deceased, to SELL by AUCTION at the CROWN INN, GREAT 

MARLOW, on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29th, at 1 for 2, the whole of the property of the 

deceased gentleman, comprising his late residence, The DEANERY, St Peter's Street, which is 

agreeably placed in a large forecourt, surrounded by flowering shrubs and evergreens, and 

contains dining and drawing rooms, study, five bed rooms, china, linen, and store closets, wine 

cellar, kitchen, scullery, butler's pantry, and cellar; in the back yard are stable and coach house, 

with roomy lofts, hen house, wood shed and gardener's or groom's cottage, with four rooms.  

The garden is most productive, and is now thoroughly stocked and cropped, and the large 

orchard is planted with thriving and choice fruit trees.  At a short distance from the town are 

four handsome enclosures of very superior arable and pasture accommodation land, containing 

about 26 acres, which will be sold in separate lots, and there is a plot of six acres and a half of 

pasture land on the south side of Marlow Field, near the River Thames. 

 The Residence can be viewed after the 1st of November, by cards only, which may be 

had on application at Mr. Leifchild's offices.  The land is held by Mr. George Wyatt, a highly 

respectable tenant, at the yearly rent of £60. 

 Particulars and Conditions of Sale, with Plans of the Land will shortly be issued, and 

may be had at the Crown Inn, Marlow; Bear Inn, Maidenhead; Red Lion Inns, Henley and 

Wycombe; of P.H.Watts Esq., Solicitors, Bath; at Garraway's; and at Mr. Leifchild's Offices, 

62, Moorgate Street. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

WADHAM WYNDHAM, ESQ., deceased 

 

________ 

 

 ALL PERSONS having Demands on the Estate of WADHAM WYNDHAM, late of 

THE DEANERY, GREAT MARLOW, in the County of Bucks, Esq., deceased, are requested 

to send the particulars of their Claims with the nature of the Security (if any) held for the same, 

to Mr. P.H.Watts, Solicitor, No.4, Harington Place, Bath. 

 

 

_____________________________________  

 

 



 
Part of Ordnance Survey map (Bucks. L11 1 12, surveyed in 1876) 

  



 
Finis 

 

 In his will, Wadham Wyndham asked that he should be buried in the same grave as his 

late wife and departed children, but this request was not met.  He was in fact buried in the 

churchyard of All Saints, Marlow.  The probable explanation is that when the time came it was 

found that the family grave (Plot 378/119/RS) at Kensal Green, purchased in 1835 on the death 

of his first child, and later accommodating five members of his family, was considered to be 

full. 

 The cemetery at Kensal Green is notable as the chosen resting place of the rich or 

famous (e.g. William Makepeace Thackeray, Isambard Brunel, Wilkie Collins, Anthony 

Trollope, Blondin, and a daughter of Winston Churchill, among many), but the Wyndham 

grave (below left) is sadly now overgrown. The setting of that of Wadham Wyndham in 

Marlow (below right) is more picturesque. 
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