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Owners and Occupiers of Westhorpe House. 

 

 James Chase bought the Manor of Losemere to the east of Great Marlow in 1686 and 

subsequently built Westhorpe House upon the land.  He was descended from the old Lollard 

family of Chesham in the 15th century.  Elected for the first time in 1695 as one of Great 

Marlow's two MPs, he continued in that rôle for 15 years ; but as a Whig and Presbyterian he 

did not share the views of Sir James Etheredge, Lord of the Manor of Harleyford and Great 

Marlow, the Tory and staunch Anglican who held the other parliamentary seat in that period, 

and this led to much rivalry.  After James Chase died in 1721 at the age of 72 the house was 

occupied by Dr. Madox, Bishop of Worcester, and later by Sir Everard Fawkener, 

successively Ambassador to the Ottoman Court in Constantinople; Secretary to William 

Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, while commander in chief; and one of the Postmasters 

General, in which post he died in 1758. 

 In due course ownership of Westhorpe came into the hands of Thomas Wilkinson, 

Sheriff of Bucks in 1786, from whom Sir George Nugent, Bart. purchased the estate in 1808. 

He also purchased the Manor of Little Marlow from William Lee Antonie in 1810.  An 

impression of the area of the Westhorpe estate thus created, including land acquired in 1821 

by the Enclosure Award,  is shown in the map that follows. 

 

The Nugents of Westhorpe. 

 

Lady Maria Nugent recorded in her Journal how she came to choose Westhorpe for a 

home after returning  from Jamaica where Sir George had been Lt.-Governor and 

Commander in Chief.  They paid £16,000 for the house, but as it was made of blue and red 

bricks which they disliked they arranged for it to be stuccoed and for rotten windows to be 

replaced.   Westhorpe then became their permanent home except for the period 1811-14 when 

they were in India.   

 

Jamaican experience 
 When Nugent arrived in 1801 to take up his post in Jamaica, Britain had been at war 

with France for eight years, and with Spain and Holland for four years.  When hostilities 

ended he learned that Martinique, Trinidad, Guiana, and Curaçao, which had been captured 

by the British, were to be returned under the Treaty of Amiens 1802, and that Napoleon was 

proposing to re-establish French control by sending 13 ships and 25,000 men for the purpose.  

When they arrived the French suffered badly from a shortage of supplies and the effects of 

yellow fever, which Nugent endeavored to relieve.  The British government proposed that a 

"Black Corps" should be raised in Jamaica to supplement British troops, but this caused local 

outrage among the white population which feared a native uprising among the slaves.  The 

Jamaican Assembly similarly rejected British proposals that to meet any renewed threat from 

the French it should raise 5000 European troops and accept shiploads of marriageable white 

women, e.g. reformed criminals, sent over from Britain to encourage settlement and 

recruitment.   Nugent spent a lot of his time as Commander in Chief on military affairs, 

including the building of new barracks, but he complained of his lack of power to take 

decisions.   

 On the domestic side, Nugent was supported by a charming wife who spent a lot of 

her time 'making the agreeable', as she put it, when entertaining the numerous daily visitors at 

King's House, often as many as 6 or 8 for breakfast and 15 or 20 for dinner, and this in a 

climate she found intolerable.  The Nugents noted that there was no 'society' in Jamaica and 

that all whites held equal station, though she tended to think that the planters were of low 

social origin and generally ungodly, possibly because the Anglican church was lax and 



seemingly indifferent to slavery.  When her first child, George Edmund, was born in Jamaica 

in 1802, her own godliness is reflected in the prayer she recorded ( Journal p. 123) : 

 

"Oh my Heavenly Father, how shall I ever express my gratitude to thee, or the joy that now 

fills my heart, for the great blessing thou hast bestowed upon me !  My future life, prolonged 

as it may be, will be too short, to shew the sense I have of thy bounties and mercies.  Yes, 

even should it be lengthened to the utmost extent of the age of man, at every moment that I 

breathe I will endeavour, as much as in me lies, to promote thy honour and glory ; not only 

with my lips but in my life, by giving up myself to thy service, and doing all the good I can to 

my fellow-creatures.  That child, too, thou hast given me, that precious child, shall be taught, 

as far as I am capable, to glorify thee by word and deed.  Endow him, oh my God! with such 

good and holy dispositions, as may render him always acceptable in thy sight.  Grant that he 

may be a faithful servant to thee ; a comfort to his dear, dear father, and myself, and a useful 

as well as amiable member of society, kind and compassionate to the poor, and that he may, 

in every action of his life, prove himself a faithful follower of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ." 

 

 There is reason to think that in 1832 James Simpson may have bought Spinfield 

House in Marlow as a result of his wife knowing Lady Maria Nugent when they were both in 

Jamaica and having kept in touch.   The two ladies certainly had a common interest in public 

welfare : Maria Nugent with the poor, and Mary Simpson with schools. 

 

 

Indian experience 

 The Nugents had four children by 1811 when Sir George took up his appointment as 

Commander-in-Chief in India. Their nine year-old boy was sent to school in Iver and the girls 

were provided with a Governess, some of their time being spent with Lord and Lady 

Buckingham at Stowe while their parents were abroad.  Dealings between the two related 

families were close as Sir George had held a subservient post when George Grenville, the 1st 

Marquis of Buckingham and son of a Prime Minister, was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and  

their respective wives were on good terms, so there can be no doubt that the Nugents enjoyed 

liberal patronage. 

 It appears that their time in India was not particularly happy or successful, and being 

separated from the children must have added to their discontent.  In letters home to George 

and Louisa, Maria dwelt upon the novelty of life in India and its animals – like riding on the 

backs of elephants - but added in a letter from Lucknow in October 1812 :  

 

"Dear Papa is quite well and though he is melancholy sometimes when we think of the 

distance from our darlings and the amount of time it will be before we all meet, yet he keeps 

up his spirits and says he is satisfied he is doing his duty, and whatever sacrifices he makes it 

will be (please God) for their future comfort and advantage" (BCRO: D/FR/233/1).   

 

In another letter dated January 1814, Sir George, having resigned his appointment, 

adds sadly that he must wait another 10 months before embarking for England, and that he 

has heard nothing from home for 8 months. By the time of their return to England in July 

1815 Sir George was 58 and Lady Nugent 44 years old. 

  

Little Marlow 

Unfortunately, very little is known about the lives of Sir George and Lady Nugent 

while at Westhorpe as any journal of daily affairs that Maria may have continued to keep 



over the period has never come to light, but it would be reasonable to suppose that they 

enjoyed a happy existence.  Besides the estate, Sir George had parliamentary duties as the 

Member for Buckingham to occupy his time, and no doubt he was caught up in the great 

debate leading to the Reform Act of 1832 that was intended to reduce the influence of 'pocket 

boroughs', of which Buckingham was one.  Similarly, and because of their experience in 

Jamaica, he and Maria most certainly would have taken an interest in the abolition of slavery 

in the British Empire, enacted in August 1833.   

At the local level Sir George was doubtless consulted on at least major matters of 

interest to the community.  One such was the proposed new Marlow Bridge for which an 

advisory committee was set up and on which he sat along with other leading citizens : its 

deliberations led to the structure that was built in 1832 and is in use to this day. 

Sir George was also Governor of Sir William Borlase's School, a position held as of 

right by the Lord of the Manor of Little Marlow ever since the school's foundation, and this 

led him into at least one fraught situation.  It concerned the need to sack the headmaster, upon 

which the feofees i.e. trustees were determined.  In December 1834 a meeting at the Crown 

Hotel was called for the purpose, but Sir George was unwell and it had to be held instead at 

Westhorpe where the inevitable decision was taken. No doubt condolences were then 

conveyed to Sir George on the death of his wife a few weeks before the meeting. 

 Besides concern for the welfare of her children who all went on to make good 

marriages among the nobility or gentry,  Maria had also devoted herself to good works in the 

neighbourhood, setting up a school and caring for the poor, and these were appreciated in the 

memorial tablet put up in Little Marlow Church following her death : 

 

"Sacred to the memory of Maria the much lamented wife of Gen. Sir George Nugent Bart. of 

Westhorpe House Bucks. and daughter of Brigadier-Gen. Cortland Skinner who died Oct. 24 

1834 leaving her husband and children in the deepest affliction for the loss of one whose 

strictly religious principles, angelic temper and endearing qualities rendered her sincerely 

and universally beloved.  She will long be mourned by the poor of the parish of whom she 

was for many years the devoted benefactress and friend." 

 

A plaque in the church states: 

£600 

Bequeathed to the Parish 

of Little Marlow by MARIA 

 LADY NUGENT and placed in 

the Hands of the Proprietor of Westhorpe 

Estate and the Vicar for the Time being 

as Trustees, the Interest of which sum is to be applied 

as follows for the benefit of the Poor – 

£10 per Annum to provide 12 Loaves of Bread for as 

many in Number of the most helpless & impoverished Persons 

on every alternate Sunday in the Year – 

£10 per Annum to provide Salaries for the Master and Mistress 

of the Sunday School. £5 each – The remaining 

Interest of the Bequest is to provide 

Bibles, Testaments, Common Prayer Books, 

Slates and any other Articles 

considered most useful for the 

School 

1834 



 In 1841 Sir George Nugent, now 84, was sharing Westhorpe House with close 

relatives including their young children.  There was Lady Catherine Robinson, the widowed 

sister of his late wife, accompanied by her daughter-in-law and two infants.  Then there were 

his married daughter Maria, her husband and three children under 10.  All making no doubt 

for an active household assisted by 3 male and 13 female servants.  In fact, those 

circumstances may have prevailed for some years previously as after attending the marriage 

of William Henry Robinson in December 1837, Sir George wrote from Bath to his daughter 

Louisa, Lady Fremantle, to say that : 

 

"On our return to Westhorpe we shall see what accommodation there will be for all our 

Family Party, and if necessary appropriate the Manor House to the use of the dear children.  

It will be difficult to provide room for three nurseries without having recourse to that place", 

adding, incidentally, that he had met Admiral Sir William and Lady Hargood – of Thames 

Lawn connection – at the wedding (BCRO: D/FR/233/7).   

 

The third nursery was probably that for any future children of Sir George's youngest son, 

Charles Edmund, who had also married in 1837. 

 Although Sir George had been MP for Buckingham from 1819 to 1832 he never 

represented Great Marlow.  There is, however, one little incident which probably raised some 

eyebrows at the time for, according to Harry Calcutt, he had proposed Renn Hampden as 

Conservative candidate for Great Marlow to oppose Sir William Robert Clayton Bt. of 

Harleyford in the 1841 election.  The reason for the surprise was that it was Clayton's 

younger brother Richard who had married Nugent's daughter Maria and the couple were 

currently staying at Westhorpe.  There must have been some heart-searching when Clayton 

was unseated in favour of Hampden as a result of the post-election enquiry. 

 Lady Robinson died aged 74 and was buried at Little Marlow in July 1843.    Sir 

George Nugent lived to be 91 and died a Field-Marshal in March 1849, also being buried in 

Little Marlow where memorials to them both are to be found.  An obituary for Nugent stated 

that : 

 

"until within a very short period of his demise, although his frame was bowed down by age, 

his mind still retained its early elasticity and vigour" (BCRO: D/FR/233/9).   

 

The estate remained in Nugent family hands until it was sold in 1862 to the guardians 

of J. P. Ellames, a minor. 



 
 

 

 

 

An approximation of the area of the Nugent estate in Little Marlow 

  



 
 

Westhorpe House in 1970 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Westhorpe House (Lexmark) in 2004 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

The families of Nugent and Grenville 

 

Nugent Family Members 

 

Robert, Earl Nugent (1702-1788) 

 Grandfather of General Sir George Nugent.  Described as a genial Irish peer, he 

acquired a large fortune by successively marrying rich widows.  On his death in 1788 without 

an heir, his title and real estate passed to his son-in-law, the 1st Marquis of Buckingham – 

who promptly included Nugent in the name of a son born that year – while his personal estate 

of about £200,000 was divided between his grandsons, George and Charles Edmund Nugent. 

 

Edmund Nugent (1731-1771) 

 Son of Earl Nugent, and father of General Sir George Nugent.  Lt.-Col. in the 1st Foot 

Guards.  It has been postulated that his marriage was set aside having failed the Marriage Act 

of 1753, with the result that his children (George and Charles Nugent) were regarded as 

"natural" , or illegitimate in a technical sense. 

 

General Sir George Nugent (1757-1849) 

 Elder son of Lt.-Col. Edmund Nugent.  Educated at Charterhouse School and the 

Royal Military Academy, Woolwich.  Served as Ensign in the 39th Regiment at Gibraltar, 

1774-1776 ; Lt. in the 7th Regiment 1777 in New York (where he may have met his future 

wife) and Philadelphia ; Captain in the 57th Regiment 1778 in Connecticut and the Jerseys ; 

Major 1782 ; Lt.-Col. 97th Regiment in England ; ADC to Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 1787-

1789 ; Lt.-Col. of the 13th Regiment in Dublin, transferred to the 4th Dragoon Guards 1789, 

to the Coldstream Guards 1790, and served with them in the Netherlands 1793-4 but returned 

to raise the Bucks Volunteers (later the 85th Regiment) of which he was appointed Colonel, 

and served with them at Walcheren ; appointed Captain of St Mawes Castle, and Brigadier-

General on the staff in Ireland 1795 ;  married Maria Skinner in 1797 ; Commander of Belfast 

District 1798-9 during a rebellion, Adjutant General in Ireland 1799-1801 ; Lt.-Governor and 

Commander-in-Chief Jamaica 1801-6 ; Lt.-General 1803 ; Baronet 1806 ; Purchased 

Westhorpe, Marlow, 1808 ; Commander of Western Military District 1809 ; Colonel 6th 

Regiment 1809 ; MP Aylesbury 1807-12 ; Commander-in-Chief India 1811-14 ; General 

1813 ; GCB 1815 ; MP Buckingham 1819-32 ; Field Marshal 1846. 

 

Charles Edmund Nugent (1759-1844) 

 Younger brother of Gen. Sir George Nugent ; later Admiral Sir. 

 

Lady Maria Nugent (1771-1834) 

 Wife of General Sir George Nugent.  Daughter of Courtland and Elizabeth Skinner, 

he being Attorney General, Speaker of the Assembly in New Jersey, and a loyalist in the 

American Revolution.  Married in Belfast in 1797.  Her eldest two children were born in 

Jamaica, and the two following in England.  (Lady Nugent's Journal of her residence in 

Jamaica, 1801-5, ed. Philip Wright, published 1966 by Institute of Jamaica.) 

 

 

 



George Edmund Nugent (1802-92) 

 Elder son of Gen. Sir George and Maria Nugent, later 2nd Bart.  Educ. Christ Church, 

Oxford ; Lt.-Col. Grenadier Guards ; married (1830) Maria, daughter of Lord Colbourne. 

 

 

 

Louisa Elizabeth Nugent (1803-75) 

 Elder daughter of Gen. Sir George and Maria Nugent.  Married (1824) Sir Thomas 

Fremantle, Bart., later Baron Cottesloe, son of Admiral Fremantle after whom the town in 

Australia was named. 

 

Maria Emilia Nugent (1809-80) 

 Younger daughter of Gen. Sir George and Maria Nugent.  Married (1832) Rice 

Richard Clayton, younger brother of Sir William Robert Clayton, 5th Bart., MP for Marlow 

1832-42. 

 

Charles Edmund Nugent (1811-90) 

 Younger son of Gen. Sir George and Maria Nugent.  Married (1837) Louisa Douglas, 

daughter of Sir Rose Price. 

 

 

Grenville Family Members 

 

George Grenville (1712-1770) 

 Chancellor of the Exchequer, 1763-5, and later Prime Minister, during which time his 

ministry imposed the Stamp Act that caused dissension and eventual revolution in the 

American colonies.  The Grenville Act of 1770 established select committees for inquiry into 

the proper conduct of parliamentary elections – such as that conducted on the Great Marlow 

election of 1841. MP for Buckingham, 1740-70. 

 

George Grenville, 1st Marquis of Buckingham (1753-1813) 

 Eldest son of George Grenville, Chancellor of the Exchequer and Prime Minister.  

Married Mary Elizabeth Nugent, daughter of Earl Nugent whose title and real estate he 

inherited.  Appointed George Nugent his ADC when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.   Lord 

Lieutenant of Bucks 1782-1813.  Established a seat at Stowe and lived lavishly, entertaining 

in a grand manner. Took keen interest in maintaining his estates and welfare of employees. 

 

William Wyndham Grenville (1759-1834) 

 Youngest brother of 1st Marquis of Buckingham.  Foreign Secretary (1791-1801), and 

later Prime Minister (1806-7). 

 

Charlotte Grenville 

 Youngest sister of 1st Marquis of Buckingham.  Married Sir Watkins Williams 

Wynne, 5th Bart. whose seat was Wynnstay, Denbigh. 

 

Richard Grenville, 1st Duke of Buckingham and Chandos (1776-1839) 

 Son of 1st Marquis of Buckingham.  Described as good humoured, kind, and 

handsome by Maria Nugent in 1805 (Journal p.259), but by others generally as arrogant, 

conceited and extravagant.  MP for Bucks 1797-1813 ; Indian Commissioner 1800-1 ; joint 

Paymaster-General and Deputy President of the Board of Trade 1806-7 ; Lord Lieutenant of 



Bucks 1813.  Created duke in 1822.  Married Anna Eliza Brydges in 1796 and acquired 

extensive plantations producing sugar in Jamaica.  Employed James Simpson of Spinfield, 

Marlow, as his agent in Jamaica.  Built extensive collection of pictures, sculpture, plate, 

china, pottery, furniture, and books at Stowe.   Died leaving huge debts. 

 

Lady Mary Ann Grenville 

 Only daughter of 1st Marquis of Buckingham.  Married (1811) James Everard, 10th 

Baron Arundell of Wardour. 

 

Lord George Nugent Grenville (1788-1850) 

 Younger son of 1st Marquis of Buckingham, later Baron Nugent of Carlanstown .  

Whig radical who advocated abolition of the death penalty.  MP for Aylesbury. 

 

2nd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos 1797-1861) 

 Son of the 1st Duke, the Marquis of Chandos  played a vigorous part in county and 

national politics, becoming known as the "Farmer's Friend" through his interest in the fiscal 

burdens and agricultural adversity of English farmers.  He was, however, opposed to and 

voted against a number of popular measures e.g. Catholic emancipation, repeal of the Corn 

Laws, parliamentary reform, and slave emancipation.  In 1819 he married Mary Campbell, 

who became concerned about his relationship with Ann Wyndham of Marlow.   His 

profligacy added considerably to the enormous debts he inherited and led his creditors to 

force a massive sale of property in 1848.



The Nugent and Grenville family connection. 

 

 

 
 

   Robert, Earl NUGENT        George GRENVILLE  

   (1702-1788)         (1712-1770) 

            Chancellor of the Exchequer / Prime Minister 

                (Whig) 

 

 

 

 Lt Col. Edmund NUGENT Mary Elizabeth           =         George GRENVILLE    William Wyndham GRENVILLE       Charlotte 

                       (1731-1771)     (1759-1812)           (1753-1813)       (1759-1834)       = Sir W.W.Wynne 

        1st Marquis Buckingham             Prime Minister (Whig)  4th Bart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General  Sir George Admiral Sir Charles  Richard GRENVILLE   Mary Ann  George GRENVILLE 

      NUGENT                Edmund NUGENT (1776-1839)    (1787-1845)      (1788-1850) 

          of Westhorpe House        (1759-1844)  1st Duke of Buckingham and Chandos                    Lord George Nugent Grenville 

 (1757-1849)                 

 

        =      Maria SKINNER            

 (1771-1834) 

 

 

 

    George Edmund      Louisa Maria         Charles Edmund 2nd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos 

         NUGENT                                                            NUGENT                 (1797-1861) 

       (1802-1892)        (1803-1875)   (1809-1880)      (1811-1890)



Estate of General Sir George Nugent in Little Marlow in 1844. 
 

Owned and occupied by Sir George Nugent                                               Tithe Plot No. and Area   (*) 

 

                    a     r     p 

Westhorpe      439, 458-9, 462, 465-9, 475.  81 .  3 .  5 

 

Woods and Plantations     1, 16, 23, 73, 76, 80, 150, 369, 

       383, 402, 431, 437-8, 461, 470-4, 

       476                 

  

      Warren Wood   234.  0.  32 

      Horton Wood, part  153.  2.  35 

      Other      43.  2.  27 

Tenants of Sir George Nugent  (#) 

 

Harry Calcutt   Farmer,  Westhorpe Farm  144-9, 435-6, 440-2, 444-51, 457. 327.  1 .10 

 

John Ridgway                    (Coachman ?)   443              1. 08 

 

Benjamin Anthony  Pauper    460     32 

  

William King      } 

James Clarke   Agricultural labourer }         463     31 

Absolom Cadle   (Gamekeeper ?)  } 

 

William Green   Steward    464     29 

 
George Tankrey  Osier bed keeper   452-3           30. 1 .  14 

 

Thomas Hatch  Osier bed keeper   454-6        7. 0 .  36 

 

William Morris   Farmer, Wilton and Spade   122-131, 135-6, 138-9, 141, 151-5, 

     Oak Farms  291, 346-7, 350-368, 381-2,  

393-9.    587. 2 .  32 

 

 

William Simmonds Farmer, Monkton Farm  41-2, 49-57, 59-71.  209.  2 . 13 

 

 John Miller   Farmer, Wood Barn and  2-12, 14-5, 17-22, 24-5, 27-9,  

    Marlow Bottom Farm  40.    338.  0 . 04      

 

Henry Webb      Farmer, Wymers Cottage  13     10 

 

David Allnutt  Paper Maker, Moretons House  26     14 

 

William Cadle   Labourer,  Ray Farm  72                  33 

 

Charles Phillips   Plumber    403-4, 410, 412-3, 416, 422.     7.  3 . 31 

 

Sarah Rayner   Schoolmistress   405     19 

 

Elizabeth Sawyer  Teacher    406     08 

 

Joseph Meakes   Blacksmith   407              1 . 01 

 

John Hobbs   Coachman, pauper   409     35 

 

Henry Boddy   Market gardener   411, 297             1 . 17 

 



Susannah Brown   Grocer    414     36 

 

James Lawrence   Grocer    415     26 

 

John Jarvis   Baker    417     37 

 

Thomas Clack   Captain, RN   418     25 

 

Thomas Piggott   Carpenter               } 

Richard Hester    Carpenter               } 419-20     30                              

Thomas Jones   Paper maker  } 

 

William Rackstraw  Agricultural labourer          } 

James Hussey   Retired grocer                }            421                                        43 

Thomas Twitchen  Agricultural labourer } 

 

Renn Hampden   MP,  Manor House  425, 430, 432-4.     31.  2 . 28 

 

Luke Maskell    Dyer    390             2.  05 

 

William Clarke   Parish Clerk   389     15 

 

Charlotte Creswell  Widow    388     32 

 

Thomas Piggott   Coachman   385-6     10 

 

Thomas Rackstraw  Agricultural labourer  } 

John  Hawkes   Agricultural labourer          } 384, 387     21 

Henry Lee   Agricultural labourer          } 

 

Robert Rose   Agricultural labourer }  

Alfred Piggott   Agricultural labourer } 370, 376             1.  05 

 

Phoebe Day   Dairywoman   371, 373-5, 377, 427-9.    20.  0 .   0 

 

William Burgess                   } 

James Richardson  Gardener               } 

Edward Munro                   } 296             1.  21 

Sarah Spicer                   } 

 

John  Richardson  Gardener   142-3             3.  25       

 

James Why   Gardener   293            2.   11 

 

Elizabeth Montague  School Mistress  } 

James Powell   Coal heaver  } 

Mary Gardner      } 345     29 

George Shaw     }  

     

   

     

              Total of above (as recorded, not by addition).            2041 acres  (§) 

  

 

                       

     (*) Occupant, plot number and area as in the Tithe Commutation Apportionment (PRO: IR 29 / 3 / 76). 

 

     (#) Occupation as recorded in  the Censuses of Population. 

 

     (§)   The parish of Little Marlow amounted to 3346 acres. 



Westhorpe House and Farm.  

 

 

 

 

  Sir George Nugent  Westhorpe House  468 

      Kitchen Garden  467 

      Orchard   466 

      Part of the Park  465 

      Westhorpe Fish Pond  462 

      Plantation   461 

  William Green   Steward   464 

  William King   Agricultural labourer } 

  James Clarke           "                " } 463 

  Absolom Cadle          "                " } 

  John Ridgway   Coachman (?)   443 

  Harry Calcutt   Farmer (Westhorpe Farm) 441-2 

 



Little Marlow Village 

 

 

 

Frame A 
 

 Occupiers  Occupation   Tithe Plot No. 

 

 William Morris Farmer (Wilton Farm)  128 

 Charles Phillips Plumber   404*, 410, 412a, 413, 416. 

 Sarah Rayner  Schoolmistress  405 

 Elizabeth Sawyer Teacher   406 

 Joseph Meakes Blacksmith   407 

 John Hobbs  Coachman   409 

 Henry Boddy  Market Gardener  411 

 Joshua Phillips Innkeeper (King's Head) 412* 

 Susannah Brown Grocer    414 

 James Lawrence Grocer    415 

 

 

*   The Phillips family had the use of the whole area now used as the sports field.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Little Marlow Village 

 

 
 

Frame B 
 

  Occupiers  Occupation      Tithe Plot No. 

 

 John Hawkes  Agricultural  labourer } 

  Thomas Rackstraw  " " } 384-7 

 Henry Lee   " " } 

 Thomas Piggott Coachman   385-6 

 Charlotte Creswell Lace maker   388 

 William Clarke Parish Clerk   389 

 Luke Maskell  Dyer    390 

 John Jarvis  Baker    417 

 Thomas Clack  Captain, RN   418 

 Thomas Piggott Carpenter   419 

 Richard Hester  "   420 

 Thomas Jones  Paper maker   420 

 William Rackstraw Agricultural labourer } 

 Thomas Twitchen  " " } 421 

 James Hussey  Grocer (retd.)  } 

 Charles Phillips Plumber   422 

 James Twitchen Innkeeper (Queen's Head) 423-4 

 Renn Hampden MP (Manor House)  425 

 

 



 

 

Little Marlow Village 

 

 
 

Frame C 
 

  Occupiers  Occupation   Tithe Plot No. 

 

  Rev. Samuel Birch Vicar (Vicarage)  379-380 

  John Hawkes  Agricultural labourer } 

  Thomas Rackstraw  " " } 384 

  Henry Lee   " " } 

  Renn Hampden MP (Manor House)  425 

  Church of St John     426 

  Phoebe Day  Dairywoman   427-430, 373-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Little Marlow Village 

 

 
 

 

Frame D 
 

  Occupiers  Occupation   Tithe Plot No. 

 

  Robert Rose  Agricultural labourer } 370, 376 

  Alfred Piggott   " " } 

  Phoebe Day  Dairywoman   371, 375, 377 

  Thomas Rackstraw Agricultural labourer }  

  William Rose   " " } 372 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Coldmoorholm 

 

 
 

 

 Occupiers   Occupation   Tithe Plot 

 

 Elizabeth Montague  School Mistress } 

 James Powell   Coal Heaver  } 345 

 Mary Gardner      } 

 George Shaw      } 

 

 

 Note:  Sir George Nugent did not own Old Thatch on Plot 348, nor Plot 349 on  

  which the Ferry Hotel (now the Spade Oak Inn) was subsequently built.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Fern, Little Marlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Owner   Occupiers        Tithe Plot No. 

 

 William Morris Nine cottages (Ex Workhouse)  292 

 Sir George Nugent James Why     293 

 William Butcher Four houses     294 

    "    "  Five houses     295 

 Sir George Nugent William Burgess  } 

   " " " James Richardson  }  296 

   " " " Edward Munro  } 

   " " " Sarah Spicer   }   

    " " " Henry Boddy     297 

 John Piggott  John Piggott     298-9 



Tenants of Sir George Nugent of Westhorpe House, Little Marlow,  

 

and their location. (*) 

 
Westhorpe Farm area 

Harry Calcutt (441) 

 A farmer occupying Westhorpe Farm of some 327 acres which later became mostly 

gravel pits.  He was 40 years of age, married with 5 children, and employed 4 servants.  He 

said that he paid a rent of £540 a year to Nugent. 

 Calcutt figured prominently in the proceedings of the Select Committee of Enquiry 

into the disputed result of the 1841 election in Great Marlow.  He was called as a witness 

during the investigation into the validity of the vote of Jason Povey, a butcher living in Spittal 

Street.  Calcutt testified that he canvassed on behalf of Renn Hampden, the candidate then 

living at the Manor House, Little Marlow, who abstained from bribery to obtain votes.   In the 

process he had called on Povey to solicit his vote but, despite some assurances, found that 

Povey was under pressure from the supporters of the other candidate, Sir William Clayton.   

 C.W.Rodd of Seymour Court testified that there was no meat in Povey's shop the day 

of the election but was full of it days later.  Others said that Povey had made no secret of the 

fact that he owed money and sought a bribe for his vote.  The enquiry established that Povey 

had obtained sheep from Clayton's farming steward and that his vote for Clayton should 

therefore be disallowed .   

 Harry Calcutt had been an Overseer of the Poor in a past period.  This post would 

have required him to collect the poor rate and ensure that it was properly disbursed.  He had 

also been a Feoffee of Borlase School. 

 By 1851 Calcutt was farming 386 acres and employing 21 labourers. 

 
John Ridgway (443) 

 Lived near to Westhorpe House and is thought to have been an employee, most 

probably the coachman.   

 

Benjamin Anthony (460) 

 An agricultural labourer aged 77 receiving poor relief, he lived with his wife Ann and 

shared a cottage with his son, daughter-in-law and their 7 children in Anthony's Meadow near 

Westhorpe House.  It may be that the field took his name by long association, or from 

William Lee Antonie who had held the Manor of Little Marlow until 1810.  By 1851 Ann and 

her son had died; two granddaughters who were needle-workers and two labouring grandsons 

were still living with Benjamin. 

 

William King (463) 

 An agricultural labourer of 69 living with his wife Elizabeth and son's family of wife 

and two children.  The son was a gardener and both women were lace makers.  Elizabeth died 

aged 72 and was buried at Little Marlow in January 1846, after which there is no record of 

the family at Westhorpe. 

 
James Clarke (463) 

 An agricultural labourer of 48 living in the terraced cottage next to the King family. 

 

(*)   The tithe plot number beside each name is the location on the relevant map.  Ages as at 

1841 have been deduced from Census data. 



Absolom Cadle (463) 

 An agricultural labourer aged 28 with a wife, who was a lace maker, and six children 

living next to King and Clarke in the third of the terraced cottages.  By 1851 he had been 

appointed a Gamekeeper for Nugent and was living at or near Ray Farm, Winchbottom. 

 

William Green (464) 

 Aged 39, William Green was the Steward of the Westhorpe estate. He and his wife 

Cicely, together with their 3 children lived close to the big house in what was presumably a 

somewhat superior property commensurate with his status. It would be through him that 

Nugent conveyed his wishes regarding all practical matters concerning the estate. Green still 

held the post in 1851. 

 

George Tankrey (452) 

 Who he was and where he lived is not at all clear, except that he rented half the river 

on the Bucks side amounting to 30 acres and that he maintained osier beds.  We may judge 

that he traded in willow with the basket makers William Johnson aged 59, or Richard 

Muspratt aged 34, both of West Street, Marlow. 

 

Thomas Hatch (454) 

 Hatch rented 7 acres including the eyots in the river near Westhorpe, and, like 

Tankery, maintained osier beds. 

 

Wilton Farm 

William Morris senior (128) 

 William Morris senior was 77 years old and had farmed nearly 600 acres of the 

Nugent estate stretching from Winchbottom Lane to Sheepridge Lane and then down to the 

river. He was certainly the most important of all the tenants, but was now sharing his 

responsibilities with his son or nephew of the same name.  Married to Sarah and still living at 

Wilton Farm he employed 4 servants.  Clearly many of the agricultural labourers living 

locally would have been employed on the farm.  Sarah died in December 1857 aged 80. 

 

Spade Oak Farm 

William Morris junior (359) 

 It appears likely that the responsibilities of William Morris senior had recently 

become a little too much for him and that William Morris junior at Spade Oak had taken over 

about half the farm. William junior was 42 and married to Ann.  They had 6 children all of 

whom had been born near West Wycombe, suggesting that he had previously farmed in that 

area.  By 1851 he was farming 336 acres and employing 16 labourers and 6 servants. 

 

Monkton Farm 

William Simmonds (63) 

 A farmer aged 60  employing 8 labourers on 200 acres at Monkton Farm. He, his wife 

Mary and two children were still in occupation in 1851, supported by 4 servants.  William 

died in 1855 and Mary in 1860.  The land may subsequently have been partitioned to create 

a separate farming unit at Red House. 



 

Wood Barn Farm area. 

John Miller (11) 

 A farmer aged 40 who occupied some 340 acres at Wood Barn Farm. In 1851 he was 

farming 162 acres with the help of 12 men at Marlow Bottom, where he died the next year. 

 

Henry Webb (13) 

 Farming 56 acres, principally at Wymers, Webb found it convenient to rent a distant 

field east of the Wycombe Road near Burroughs Grove. 

 

David Allnutt (26) 

 Described as a paper-maker, Allnutt lived at Moreton's House near Wood Barn Farm.  

In all probability he was related to the Zachary Allnutt who was in his 20s and owned the 

papermill at Marsh Green that was attacked by a rioting mob of machine breakers in 1830, 

resulting in the imprisonment or transportation of several local men.  Two such men were 

John and William Moody of Little Marlow. 

 John Moody was born in 1804 and became a ploughman.  He was found guilty of 

criminal damage and received a mandatory death sentence that was commuted to 

transportation ; he died within six months of arriving in Tasmania.  His brother William was 

4 years younger, though married with one child, and he was sent to prison for a year.  [It is 

interesting to note (vide Chambers) that together with those transported for machine breaking 

and riot, four were transported for stealing respectively a turkey, a dessert knife, a gun, and a 

silver spoon : crimes that could almost go unpunished today.]   By 1841 their parents had left 

the village, but a Mary Moody aged 76 and a lace-maker was then living in a cottage close by 

Westhorpe House, and we can only guess that she was their grandmother. 

 

William Cadle (72) 

 A labourer aged 65 living at Ray Farm, Winchbottom.  It would be his son who later 

became the Gamekeeper. 

 

The Village 

 
Joshua Phillips (412) 

 A plumber, glazier, and innkeeper of the King's Head in the village, Phillips was aged 

50 and may have begun his career as footman to the Nugents as Lady Nugent mentions a 

Joshua in that rôle (p.271), and as he was born in Buckingham which the Nugents knew well. 

A seemingly respected and trustworthy character, he was identified in the local directory as 

High Constable – a post he had held from at least 1821 - and as Inspector of Weights and 

Measures.  In 1841 he was appointed the enumerator of the population in the village census.  

Quite how he discharged that responsibility is not entirely clear because, unlike other 

enumerators then and subsequently, he did not list the people in their houses up and down the 

street in a progressive manner, rather in a haphazard way, perhaps as they came to mind or 

when they dropped in for a pint, though we must assume that he did it accurately. 

 He had also been a Special Constable during the machine riots in 1830.  This entitled 

him to be listed among the many claiming a share in the reward of £50 per individual arrested 

and subsequently convicted, such as the Moody brothers.  It's an ill wind......  

 Joshua Phillips was a witness at the Committee of Enquiry into the 1841 

parliamentary election.  He testified that he had visited James Richardson (see separate entry) 

in jail in Aylesbury for obstructing the police, and had there sought information that would 



lead to the recovery of cottage rents collected on his behalf.  In cross examination Joshua said 

that at one time he had been an Overseer of the Poor and had received £10 for his services. 

 Bearing in mind that mains water had not yet arrived in the district, it is interesting to 

speculate on what functions Joshua undertook as a plumber.  Some skill in attaching pipes 

and tubes to his barrels of beer would be required, but drainage systems would be a more 

common problem .  

 It seems probable that by 1841 Joshua was already a widower, as he certainly had 

become by 1851, and that he was supported by his unmarried daughter Ann and by his two 

sons, Charles and William, also plumbers.  The family retained some 7 acres of land in the 

vicinity, including the whole of the triangular area now used as a playing field opposite the 

inn.  Charles was still running the pub in 1872. 

 

Sarah Rayner (405) 

 A school mistress in her 50s, Sarah would be responsible for educating the children 

who could be accommodated in the schoolroom provided by Thomas Piggott at his premises 

(Tithe Plot 385) in the village.  She died in 1853 and did not live long enough to see the new 

purpose-built school in 1862. 

 

Elizabeth Sawyer (406) 

 Aged 36, Elizabeth was a teacher at the school.  She was unmarried and appears to 

have had 5 brothers and sisters staying with her, which is surprising if it was her widowed 

mother, Mary Sawyer, who lived at the Fern nearby until dying in 1860 at the age of 80. 

 

Joseph Meakes (407) 

 Joseph was the village blacksmith whose forge was directly opposite the King's Head.  

He was aged 43 and was a witness at the election enquiry where he testified to voting for 

Renn Hampden and for observing Povey along the road to Henley, apparently selecting sheep 

from Clayton's flock.  He lived with his wife Joanne, who was a laundress, and 8 children.  

From 1862 Joseph ran a licensed beerhouse called the Jolly Blacksmith in Marlow, owned by 

Messrs Williams of Wooburn. 

 It appears that Joseph was in partnership with Henry Meakes - most probably his 

brother- who was a blacksmith at the smithy in Chapel Street, Marlow, opposite the Horns 

Tavern from which Thomas Wyatt ran a twice-weekly carrier service to London. The Meakes 

family provided another public service as Joseph's eldest son, John, acted as postmaster in 

Little Marlow.  His second son, William, became a shoemaker; his third son, Thomas, 

became a blacksmith like his father; and James Meakes who ran the Plough Inn at Marlow in 

1882 may have been Joseph's fourth son born in 1836. Whether the family had any 

connection with J.G.Meakes Ltd., the pleasure-boat builders near Marlow bridge, is not 

known.   

 

John Hobbs (409) 

 In receipt of poor relief, Hobbs was 71 and had been a coachman, possibly for one of 

the more affluent households in the neighbourhood or for travellers staying at the King's 

Head.  He lived with his wife and a son of 38. 

 

Henry Boddy (411) 

 A market gardener aged 55, he lived with his wife and mother until the latter's death 

at 77 in October 1841.  Whereas there were several gardeners in the parish, most were 

presumably employed looking after other people's gardens, while Boddy would have earned 



his living by selling fruit, vegetables and flowers in the neighbourhood.  Apart from a piece 

of land next to the King's Head, he had the use of some land at the Fern. 

 

Susannah Brown (414) 

 Susannah was aged 55 and had buried her husband William in 1839.  They had run a 

grocery, and she was continuing the business assisted by a son aged 21.  She had suffered 

another sorrow when, according to a memorial in the churchyard,  a son named Thomas aged 

12 was drowned in the Thames in 1835.  Those who remember Marlow in the 1950s will 

recall with affection Brown's the family grocer in the High Street, and may wonder whether it 

had a connection with the Browns of Little Marlow. 

 
James Lawrence (415) 

 Lawrence was also a grocer but it is not clear whether he was taking over the Brown 

business, operating as a competitor next door, or just living in the village while running a 

shop elsewhere.  The first option is the most likely as he was only 35 and would otherwise 

have had to contend with the loyalty of the Browns' customers.  The local directory described 

him merely as 'shopkeeper'.  In the 10 years following he and his wife Betsey produced 4 

children.  At a much later date the shop became the post office. 

 

John Jarvis (417) 

 A baker, Jarvis was 39 and appears to have lived in Little Marlow for some 10 years 

as children by his wife Martha were all born there.  Perhaps it is a conventional image but a 

picture of a stout and jolly man comes to mind, and no doubt he was to be seen with a horse 

and cart delivering his wares about the district.  One wonders whether a trace of the ovens 

remains visible.   

 

Thomas Clack (418) 

 Known as Captain Clack, Royal Navy, he was aged 55 and had recently retired on 

half pay.  He married Juliana Giles, who may have been related to James Giles, the Farm 

Steward at Harleyford.  Clack employed one servant.  On census day 1841 a George Giles 

aged 12 was staying at the house in Little Marlow.   

Thomas Clack entered the navy in 1798 at the age of 12 and saw action later that year 

when his ship, the Magnanime, captured a French 36 off Cape Finisterre , and again when a 

French squadron was defeated on the coast of Ireland.  In 1800 he witnessed the reduction of 

the African island of Goree while in passage to the West Indies.  Appointed Sub-Lieutenant 

of the Epervier 16 in 1806, he was part of the force under Sir John Duckworth in action off 

St. Domingo, and was the first officer to board the ships-of-the-line L'Imperiale and Le 

Diomede for the purpose of reporting on the practicability of their destruction.  In February 

1807 Clack was appointed Acting-Lieutenant of the Goree 24, which in the following April 

distinguished itself against two French brigs of 16 guns and 110 men each.  His sloop was 

also present at the reduction of the islands of St. Thomas, Santa Croix, and Martinique.  He 

subsequently served for nearly seven years as First-Lieutenant on the Furieuse 38, Espiegle 

16, Rapid 16, Zealous 74, and Bermuda 10, on the North American and Home Stations.  For 

the four years preceding 1841 he was Senior in the Téméraire 104, and Ocean 80, guardships 

at Sheerness.   He was appointed Commander in July 1851 and died in 1872. 

His association with the Téméraire is likely to have been a proud period in his career 

for this was the ship that fought so gallantly at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, restoring its 

reputation after the mutiny on board in 1799. As is well known, Nelson's Victory, having cut 

through the line of enemy ships became entangled with the French Redoutable.  The 

Téméraire, a three-decker already badly damaged in the approach to battle, was following 



closely and also became locked with the Redoutable but on her other side.  In the ensuing 

confusion the severely damaged French Fougueux became locked herself with the Téméraire, 

making a row of four ships firing into each other at almost point-blank range. After an hour 

or more of this Lt. Thomas Kennedy of the Téméraire boarded and captured the Fougueux. 

When the Victory got disentangled from Redoutable, the latter's main mast fell over 

the poop of Téméraire, providing a bridge for a party led by Lt. John Wallace to board 

Redoutable.  Téméraire's damage was partly from the long run-in, and part from the ships 

either side during the engagement.  Her losses were 123 officers and men.  

A period of repair and recovery doubtless followed for the Téméraire,  but as far as is 

known she never fought another battle, being assigned to harbour duties in 1813.  It would be 

while fulfilling that function at Sheerness that Thomas Clack was on board.  In 1838 Joseph 

Mallord William Turner, RA captured the image of  the 'Fighting Téméraire' being tugged to 

her last berth to be broken up.  The painting may be seen at the National Gallery, London. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thomas Piggott (419) 

 There were two men of that name in the village (excluding Lt.Gen.Piggott or Pigot 

who had recently vacated the Manor House): one aged 36 was a carpenter and seemingly in 

partnership with Richard Hester, also a carpenter.  Their homes and premises were conjoined, 

which made it convenient for them to have a common stock-yard.  Thomas was married to 

Mary, who was a dressmaker, and they had 6 children. 

 



Richard Hester (420) 
 Like his neighbour Thomas Piggott, Hester was a carpenter and wheelwright, but 

older by 7 years. He and his wife Elizabeth had 8 children and a servant in the house.  It has 

yet to be established whether Richard Hester is related to the late John Hester who was born 

in Little Marlow, came to control Wiltshires the Marlow timber merchants, and was chairman 

of Marlow Urban District Council for a period in the 1970s. 

 

Thomas Jones (420) 

 Next to the two carpenters lived Thomas Jones, a papermaker aged 52.  No doubt he 

was aware that there had been trouble at the Wycombe and Loudwater paper-mills 10 years 

previously but there is no record of his being involved in any way.  Perhaps he was employed 

at the Marlow paper-mill run by the Wrights.  Thomas and his wife Ann had 2 children. 

 
William Rackstraw (421) 

 William was an agricultural labourer aged 29, married to Mary who was a lace-maker 

with 4 children, increasing to 7 by 1851.  It seems likely that it was his father Thomas and his 

brother George who also lived in the parish.  One wonders whether raking straw was their 

natural bent ? 

 

James Hussey (421) 

 James Hussey aged 50 seems to have lived in the village for some 18 years as a son of 

that age had been born in Little Marlow.  He was a grocer by trade, but while by 1851 he had 

retired and become a widower his son Henry had taken over, though whether in the same 

style of business is not clear.  It seems improbable that Brown, Lawrence and Hussey could 

all be functioning independently as grocers in the village, unless they tended to deal in 

different products.  Like Lawrence, Henry Hussey was merely described in the local directory 

as 'shopkeeper'. 

 

Thomas Twitchen (421) 

 An agricultural labourer aged 30 married to Hannah, a lace maker, with 3 children.  

Thomas died in 1851 leaving Hannah to manage on poor relief. 

 The Queen's Head next door had been a pub since at least 1830.  It had been run by 

Joshua Phillips, but he gave it up to join his sons and run the King's Head higher up Church 

Lane which, together with land nearby, was held from the Nugent estate in the name of 

Charles Phillips, his eldest son.  (The Queen's Head on tithe plot 423 and its orchard on 424 

were not part of the Nugent estate, but were owned by a Mrs Pym.   She most likely was the 

widow of John Pym senior who had owned the property according to the Enclosure Map and 

Award of 1821, and was also the mother of John Pym who was responsible for the Primitive 

Methodist Chapel in Flackwell Heath – a very practical approach to serving both the physical 

and spiritual needs of the community.) 

A James Twitchen, brother of Thomas, had followed Phillips in running the Queen's 

Head as a beerhouse licensed to let rooms. He was still in occupation in 1872, though 

ownership had passed to Messrs Lucas of High Wycombe. Another brother of Thomas, 

named Henry, ran the Brewery Tap in Wooburn. 

 

Renn Hampden (425) 

 Living in the Manor House with his daughter, Hampden stood as a parliamentary 

candidate for Great Marlow in the 1841 election.  He was awarded the seat after a number of 

votes were declared invalid and struck out of the count  By 1851 he had left the village and 

Lt.Col. William Snell had taken possession of the Manor House. 



 

Luke Maskell (390) 

 This plot of land had been occupied by George Tyler until he gave it up to run the 

Black Lion in Well End on the retirement of William Suthrey.  Maskell was a dyer : an  

unusual occupation less commonly found in Bucks than in the sheep farming districts of 

Wiltshire and Yorkshire where the woollen industry flourished.  Perhaps, nevertheless, there 

was a pond at Little Marlow which provided the water he needed for his work.  In 1851 

Maskell was living at 42 Crown Lane, Marlow. 

 

William Clarke (389) 

 The Parish Clerk aged 52 and born in the village, William was living with his wife 

Mary, a dressmaker, and 5 children.  He would be the eyes and ears of the village, knowing 

pretty much all that was going on and able to keep his council well informed.  He could well 

have been made the census enumerator instead of Joshua Phillips.   

 

Charlotte Creswell (388) 

 A widow of 77, Charlotte was a lace-maker.  She took in a young girl lodger as a 

trainee lace-maker to help ends meet.  Although the name of Creswell was well known and 

numerous in Marlow, no relationships have so far been established. Charlotte died and was 

buried at Little Marlow in March 1851. 

 

Thomas Piggott (385) 

 Of the 3 Piggotts still living in the village, Thomas was aged 52 and was a coachman, 

most likely having acted in that rôle for Sir George Nugent ; but he may later have been 

appointed to the Manor House which was nearer and closer to call. The 1851 census seems to 

indicate that he had a wife, Rose, who was about 30 years his junior, but there must be some 

doubt about that.    

Piggott's property included a schoolroom, and this most probably would be the one 

established by Maria Nugent in 1811 shortly before the Nugents left Westhorpe for India. It 

was not until 1833 that the Government first voted funds for education, and the Board of 

Education was not set up until 1839.  Before this official involvement, education of the 

masses had been supported only privately or charitably. 

 

Thomas Rackstraw (384) 

 Thomas was married to Elizabeth and had 6 children.  He was an agricultural labourer 

like his eldest son who lived in the village, and his brother at Coldmoorholm,. He was also a 

boot and shoemaker as three of  his other sons were to become, possibly at the workshops in 

Cookham or Marlow.  By 1851 Thomas had become infirm and in receipt of poor relief, and 

he died 6 years later at the age of 76. 

 

John Hawkes (384) 

 John Hawkes was an agricultural labourer aged 34, married to Sophia who was a lace-

maker ; they had 6 children.  Given that they lived in the middle of three terraced cottages 

with up to 6 children on one side and 4 on the other, there would be no shortage of playmates 

for the children to call on. 

 

Henry Lee (384. 387) 

 Also an agricultural labourer like his neighbours Rackstraw and Hawkes, Henry Lee 

was aged 54 and married to Ann.  Their 3 sons all became agricultural labourers. 



 
Robert Rose (370, 376) 

 An agricultural labourer aged 44 living on the Moor with his wife Susannah, a lace 

maker, and 4 children.   Living next to Alfred Piggott, he seems to have been responsible for 

an extra field which they may have shared for some purpose : a piggery, perhaps. 

 

Alfred Piggott (370) 

 Alfred Piggott was born in Great Marlow but may have come to work as an 

agricultural labourer in Little Marlow only after his marriage to Eliza who was an Essex girl.  

He was aged 26 and they had 2 children. 

 

Phoebe Day (427) 

 Perhaps among the most interesting characters in the village,  John and Phoebe Day 

had run the dairy at Manor Farm with the use of some 20 acres on which to keep their cows. 

But he had died by 1841 leaving Phoebe to manage on her own except for a daughter – Ann 

Day was described as 'cowkeeper' in the local directory - and such hired help as she could 

find.  One imagines that several of the local men described as agricultural labourers were in 

fact cow-hands, though none of the women were described as milkmaids.  The cow sheds, 

now undergoing conversion, were close by the church ; so close in fact that one wonders 

whether the cow-bells, the mooing, to say nothing of rich smells may sometimes have 

distracted the worshippers from their devotions. Then there was the question of how to 

distribute the milk, and for this they most probably put large churns on a low-back cart from 

which small quantities could be ladled out to customers as they went their rounds;  all hard 

work for which in 1851 Phoebe had only 1 labourer to assist her.  She was 90 at her death in 

October that year, being buried in Little Marlow. 

 It was some 70 years later that Bailey, known as the 'whistling milkman', murdered 

his wife at Barn Cottage, Church Lane. 

 

The Fern and district 

 

James Richardson (296) 

 There was quite a colony of gardeners living at the Fern.  They may have included 

William Burgess and Edward Munro who came and went without leaving much trace, but 

James Richardson was different.  Described as a gardener and being about 50 years of age, 

his brushes with the law were publicly exposed when he was interrogated as a witness at the 

Election Enquiry in 1842. 

 Called primarily to testify that, having been sent to prison in Aylesbury on 12 July 

1841 for "rescuing" William Perry from arrest, he learned that another prisoner, Charles 

Gibbons, had received a bribe to vote for Sir William Clayton.  In a cross-examination to 

challenge his veracity, Richardson was pressed to admit that he had once been employed on 

the Clayton estate but had lost his job for conniving with known poachers.  He also admitted 

to having been jailed on three previous occasions, mostly for trespass or poaching.  His 

current work was grubbing roots and stubbs, and this most likely would have been in clearing 

the woodlands near New Farm. 

 It has to be noted that there was a James Richardson living at the Harris houses in 

West Street, Marlow, at the time of the 1841 Census and may have been the same man.  He 

could even have lost that tenancy in the light of the election enquiry and been accommodated 

subsequently at the Fern by the Renn Hampden faction.  By 1851, however, he was back in 

Marlow with lodgings in Spittal Street. 

 



John Richardson (142) 

 A gardener, he may have been related to James Richardson.  As the place was either 

at or near Bloom Farm one could imagine that flowers were his speciality. 

 

 

James Why (293) 

 We have all heard the joke (Man says:"What's your name?"  Answer: "Why" .  Man 

says: "Because I need to know"), but the name might have been Nye.  He was aged 24 and a 

gardener living at the Fern with his wife Sophia, who was a needle-worker. 

 
Sarah Spicer (296) 

 A widow, having buried her husband William aged 57 in Little Marlow in February 

1840.  It would most likely be her son William Spicer, an agricultural labourer, who was 

living at Coldmoorholm in 1851. 

 

Others. 

 There were a few, including Elizabeth Montague (school mistress), James Powell 

(coal heaver), Mary Gardner and George Shaw who were tenants on Nugent land near Spade 

Oak, about whom little has been learned except that they occupied cottages next to Old 

Thatch (the home of Enid Blyton from 1929 to 1939) and before the Ferry Hotel, now called 

the Spade Oak Inn, was built nearby 

In addition, as the Census reveals, there were others living in the parish of Little 

Marlow who had no formal connection with Westhorpe and have therefore been excluded 

from this analysis.  Principal among these was the Rev. Samuel Birch, DD., at the Vicarage, 

whose Glebe amounted to about 27 acres, mostly leased to William Morris.  The living was 

assessed at £175, but he was to receive £200 a year as a result of the Tithe Commutation until 

he was succeeded by the Rev. R. Cattermole in 1848.  According to the Clergy List, the 

population of Little Marlow Parish was 783 persons. 

 A parish workhouse was established in 1770 when the then Churchwardens (William 

Wethered and William Moores jun.) and the Overseers (Aaron Medwin and William Moores 

sen.) borrowed £350 at 4% interest "to be laid out in the building of a house and premises 

intended for a workhouse for the reception of the poor of the said parish of Little Marlow and 

for discharging the tradesmens' bills and for buying and providing all necessary 

things.......etc" (BCRO: D/LE/3/147).   This became Fern House in Fern Lane.  We can 

imagine that Maria Nugent took an interest in the welfare of its inhabitants until it was 

superseded by the Union Workhouse at Saunderton under the Poor Law Amendment Act of 

1834.  

 Finally, we can also wonder whether the Percy Twitchen, Arthur Rose, and Allan 

Richardson among others whose names appear on the 1914-1918 War Memorial in Little 

Marlow may have been descended from those we have noted here as going about their 

business in the village some 75 years previously. 

 
 

  



Mansions and Farmhouses  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Manor House, 2005 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Monkton Farm 
(William Simmonds, 209 acres) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Wood Barn Farm 
(John Miller, 338 acres) 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Spade Oak Farm 
(William Morris junior, 336 acres) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Harry Calcutt, 327 acres) 
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